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To  the  Mod  In  scenic  us 


Dr.    SANDYS 


SIR, 

Venture  to  addreis  tin's 
Volume  to  you,  from 
the  Knowledge  I  have  of 
your  Capacity  and  Un- 
derftanding  in  the  Art 
of  Midwifery;  in  Cafes  of  which 
Kind,  thefeObfervations  abound,  with 
thofe  of  many  other  Bifeafes  incident 
to   the  Female   Sex. 

The  Variety  of  thefe  Cafes,  are  fo 
curious  and  extraordinary  in  them- 
felves,  as  to  deferve  the  jult  Efteem  of 
every  Artift  in  the  Profeflion;  and 
may  chance  to  ferve  you  as  an  Amuie- 
ment  in  leafure  Moments,  without 
prefuming  to  inftrudfc  you. 
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I  am  convinced,  from  the  Pleafure 
I  have  enjoy'd  in  your  Converfation, 
that  you  both  admire  and  underftand 
the  Chirurgical  Art  in  General;  but 
that  Branch  of  it,  which  has  made 
you  fo  juftly  confpicuous  to  the  World, 
being  one  of  the  moll  ufeful,  it  is  an 
Happinefs  to  the  Sex,  that  you  have 
made  it  your  Choice. 

By  your  Hands,  wifhed  for  Heirs 
are  preferved  to  perpetuate  our  Nobi- 
lity. By  your  Hands,  Princes  may 
be  preferved,  whofe  Heroick  Adtions 
may  one  Day  (fhould  there  be  Occa- 
fion)  proted:  thofe  Laws,  fo  well  de- 
fended and  fupported  by  their  Prede- 
cefibrs ;  and,  that  Succefs  may  always 
attend  your  Performances,  is  the  hearty 
and  fincere  Wifh   of, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient 

Humble    Servant, 

J.  Sparrow. 
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PREFACE. 


AD  I  defign'd  to  have  ap- 
pear'd  in  the  Quality  of  an 
Author ',  by  offering  this  Col- 
lection of  Chirurgical  Ob- 
fervations  to  the  Tublick,  I 
ought  to  have  made  it  larger 
and  more  extenfive\  the  Vul- 
gar being  accuftomed  to  look  upon  Authors  of 
Voluminous  Books,  as  the  moji  Confiderable, 
and  Writers  of  f mall  Volumes ,  as  Men  of 
very  little  Merit. 

But  having  nothing  elfe  in  View,    in  the 

^Publication  of  thefe  FaUts,  than  to  give  fome 
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Le (foils  to  young  Students  in  Surgery,  which 
they  cannot,  perhaps,  find  any  where  elfe, 
wrote  w'tth  jo  much  Sincerity,  or  fo  much 
within  their  Capacity,  I  have  contented  my 
felf,  amongff  almofi  an  infinite  Number  of 
Cafes,  which  I  have  either  had  the  Manage- 
ment of  my  felf,  or  whereof  1  have  been  ocu- 
lar Witnefs,  or  of  thofe  which  have  been 
faithfully  related  to  me,  to  comprehend  all 
thofe  in  a  narrow  Compafs,  that  appeared 
to  be  attended  with  very  fingular  and  extra- 
ordinary Circurn fiances  ',  to  the  End,  that  if 
parallel  Cafes  Jbpuld  fall  into  their  Hands, 
they  may  be  the  lefs  at  a  lofs  in  what  Man- 
ner to  proceed',  efpecially,  if  they  chance  to 
practice  in  fuch  t laces,  where  they  have  not 
Opportunity  of  confulting  Surgeons  of  confum- 
?nate  Experience i?i  the  Art',  being  convinced, 
that  thoje  who  are  once  arrived  to  the  firfi 
Degree  of  Surgery,  are  never  difcompojed  up- 
on the  moft  weighty  and  difficult  Qccafions. 

1  confefs,  that  I  might  have  rendered  this 
ColleBton^more  regular,  with  Rejpeff  to  the 
Time  when  thsfe  Cafes  happen' d,  and  to  the 
different  Difiempers  treated  of',  but  my  ill 
State  of  Health  not  permitting  me  to  beftow 
the  lime  necejfary  to  bring  it  to  that  Ter- 
fecfion,  I  could  do  no  more,  than  relate  the 
FaEls  I  have  defcribed,  as  they  offer* d  them- 
felves,  by  pcrufing  the  Remarks  1  had  made 
at  different  Times,    the  Memoirs  whereof, 

my 
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my  Bufinefs  would  not  admit  me  to  regulate 
but  in  hafte  and  upon  loofe  Sheets. 

Moreover,  that  having  looked  upon  this 
Work  as  only  a  Compilation  of  different 
"Pieces,  which,  for  the  Generality,  had  little 
Connexion  amongft  themjelves,  it  feemed  to 
me,  that,  with  Regard  to  the  Utility  in 
reading  them,  it  was  indifferent  whether 
me  was  read  before,  or  after,  the  other. 

I  think,  that  T  may  be  excufed  requeuing 
earnejily,  of  thoje  who  read  this  Collection, 
two  Things,  which  mojl  Authors  beg  to  be 
favoured  with  in  their  Prefaces  ;  that  is,  to 
pardon  the  IncorreBnefs  of  the  Style,  and 
excufe,  in  fome  Meafure,  the  Imperfection  of 
the  Performance. 

As  to  the  firft,  with  Regard  to  the  Style, 
1  am  certain,  that  an  impartial  Reader  will 
never  fee k  for  elegant  Elocution  in  the  Wri- 
tings of  an  Hoifital  burgeon,  who,  from 
Twenty  Tears  of  Age,  has  had  little  Conver- 
fation  in  the  World,  but  amongst  his  mife- 
rable  Patients. 

As  to  the  fecond  Point,  which  requires  the 
Reader  to  excufe,  in  fome  Meafure,  the  Im- 
perfection of  this  Compilation,  it  would  be 
unjuji  in  rne  to  pretend,  that  they  are  under 
the  leaf  Obligation  to  me  for  it  :  For, 
A  4  Jhould 
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fbould  it  happen  to  prove  ufelefs  to  them,  I 
jhould  be  in  the  Wrong  to  require  their  Fa- 
vour, after  I  had  engaged  them  to  read  a 
barren  Work  j  and  Jhould  they  reap  any  Ad- 
vantage from  it,  Ifioould  be  unreasonable  to 
expert  any  other  Acknowledgment ,  than  a 
Confejfton  of  the  Benefit  they  have  reaped 
from  it,  fines  I  printed  it  only  with  the  View 
of  being  ufiful  to  Mankind. 
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Observ.  I 

Upon  a  Contufion  on  the  Head. 

OTHER  St.  Bernard,  a  Nun, 
of  Hotel  Dieu,  aged  about  28,  re- 
ceived a  Blow  upon  the  pofterior 
Part  of  the  left  Varietal,  v/ho,  by 
the  Stroke,  entirely  loft  her  Senfes, 
But  recovering  foon  after  by  the 
Ufe  of  fpiritous  Liquors,  we  ex- 
amin'd  the  wounded  Part,  and  difcover'd  only  a 
Contufion  of  the  bignefs  of  a  green  Wallnut,  with- 
out any  Wound  in  the  Skin. 


B 


Twenty 
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Twenty  Hours  after,  fhe  was  feiz'd  with  a  Vo- 
miting accompany'd  with  a  Stupor,  that  took  her 
by  Intervals  ;  and  thefe  Symptoms  continuing  to 
the  fourth  Day,  we  refolv'd  upon  opening  the  Tu- 
mour, which  was  fill'd  with  coagulated  Blood, 
and,  underneath,  the  Bone  was  cover'd  with  the 
Pericranium.  After  this  Incifion  me  had  irregular 
Shiverings,  as  well  Day  as  Night,  which  generally 
laded  four  Hours,  and  continu'd  for  feventeen 
Days,  during  which  Time  fhe  had  no  lefs  than 
Twenty-five  Fits.  Phlebotomy  was  not  neglected,  the 
Patient  being  bled  fourteen  Times  in  the  Arm  and 
once  on  the  Foot,  the  Vomiting  ftill  continuing 
with  a  pungent  Pain  in  the  Region  of  the  Liver. 

A  Gangrene  came  upon  the  Wound  after  feven- 
teen Days,  which  obliged  us  to  make  feveral  In- 
cifions  to  flop  its  Progrefs ;  this  did  not  however 
prevent  the  continuance  of  thefe  difmal  Symptoms 
for  the  Space  of  forty  Days,  and  the  Wound  was 
not  cicatrifed  in  lefs  than  ten  Weeks.  But  her  Di- 
ftemper  did  not  terminate  here  •,  for  foon  after  the 
Wound  was  healed,  her  Face  became  tumefied  and 
Oedematous,  and  a  Sanies  nTued  out  at  her  Nofe 
and  Ears  for  a  Fortnight,  during  which  Time 
a  Deamefs  fupervened  with  an  infupportable  Pain 
and  Shootings  in  the  Head.  She  difcharged  a 
Pint  of  reddifh  Matter  by  the  Nofe,  and  was  al- 
ways ready  to  be  fuffocated  by  a  Catarrh  that  fluf- 
fed her  Breafl,  being  in  fo  deplorable  a  Condi- 
tion that  her  Death  had  been  long  expecled.^ 

This  Pain  in  the  Head,  accompanied  with  a  vi- 
olent Pulfation,  that  increafed  or  diminifhed  ac- 
cording to  the  Weather,  continued  two  Years,  and 
it  is  afmoft  incredible,  befidcs  twenty-fix  bleed- 
ings in  the  Arm  and  Foot,  what  number  of  Reme- 
dies were  adminiflred  both  internally  and  exter- 
nally, 
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rally,  during  the  Courfe  of  her  Diftemper.  AfTes 
Milk,  which  fhe  ufed  at  different  Times,  prin- 
cipally contributed  to  eftablifh  her  in  that  per- 
feci  Health  which  fhe  enjoys  at  this  Time. 

REMARK. 

Thofe  who  have  not  had  the  Experience  of  the 
fatal  ImprefTions  occafioned  by  the  bad  Air  of  the 
Hofpital  Hotel  Dieu,  to  make  the  flighted  Wound 
mortal,  will  be  furprifed,  that  a  Ample  Contu- 
fion  upon  the  Head,  wherein  the  Cranium  was 
undifcover'd,  mould  be  attended  with  fo  tedious  a 
Series  of  Accidents  \  while  thofe  who  work  in  that 
Hofpital,  do  not  in  the  leaft  wonder  at  it,  being 
daily  WitnefTes  of  the  fatal  Effects  of  that  perni- 
cious Air,  and  too  often  of  the  Number  of  Victims 
expofed  to  the  Infults  of  it  at  the  Hazard  of  their 
Lives. 


Observ.      II, 

Upon  a  falfe  Pregnancy, 

A  Woman  Thirty-two  Years  of  Age,  whofe 
complaint  was  a  Lofs  of  Bloody  came  to 
Hotel  Dieu .  the  18th  of  'Oft.  1693,  and  was  put 
into  the  Ward  appointed  for  pregnant  Women3 
where  they  examined  not  only  her  prefent  Condi- 
tion, but  into  what  had  pafTed  before  fhe  came  to 
the  Hofpital. 

B  2  She 
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She  had  been  married  five  Months,  and  had 
her  Mates  two  Months  after  her  Marriage.  _  Two 
Months  more  from  thence,  me  had  a  considera- 
ble Lofs  of  Blood,  that  was  followed  by  violent 
Pains  in  the  Regie  Hypogaftrka  with  Vomitings 
that  lafted  three  Weeks,  by  which  me :  was jfo  deb.- 
'  litated,  that  flic  was  obliged  tc .keep ,  her _Bed ^from 
the  8thofS^.  preceeding,  and  at  that  Time  was 
twice  bled  in  the  Arm,  and  twice  in  the  Foot, 
leaving  one  Day  between.  Thefe  Bleedings  afford- 
ed no  Relief,  and  fhe  only  found  her  felf  better 
fince  ftie  came  to  the  Hoipital.  _ 

\  few   Days  after  Madame  de  Gouey,    chief 
Midwife,  finding  her  Pains  to  increafe,  exammea 
her  and  found  the  internal  Orifice   of  the Matnx 
an  Inch  thick,  very  clofe,  and  without  Dilatation 
She  communicated  the  Cafe  to  me,  and  I  yifited 
the  Patient  with  her.     The  next  Day,  the  Vomit- 
ings and  Labour   Pains  increafed     which  caufed 
h?  Matrix  to  dilate  gradually,  with  the  Affiftance 
we  afforded,  to  the  Extent  of  a  Crown  Piece  and 
this  opening  facilitated  the  Difcharge  of  four  large 
Clods  of  Blood,  which  were  fucceeded  by  a  con- 
stable Lofs  of  more.     After  this,  two  Porrin- 
gers of  Globules  of  Blood,  joined   together  like 
Graces    in    a    Bunch,     were     evacuated ;     and 
fhe  told  us  that  three  Weeks  before,  or    there- 
about, her  Hdband  having  threatned  to  .11  uft :  her, 
the  Fear  that  feized  her  at  that  Time  had  occa- 
fioned  a  confiderable  Oppreffion      Alter  this  Eva- 
cuation, all  the  Symptoms  ceafed,  and  the  Patient 
recovered  in  a  Fortnight. 


Observ, 
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Observ.     III. 

Upon  the  Anus  clofed  up. 

THE  1 6th  of  Nov.  1693,  an  Infant  four  Days 
old  was  brought  to  Hotel  Diet/,  whofe  Anus 
was  clofed.  I  examined  the  Place  where  the  na- 
tural Aperture  ought  to  be,  and  perceived  a  Mem- 
brane extended  a  crofs  the  Extremity  of  the  Rec- 
tum, thro'  which  I  could  diftinguifh  the  black 
Colour  of  the  firfl  Excrement  that  Children  eva- 
cuate when  they  are  new  born,  which  we  call  the 
Meconium.  I  made  no  Hefitation  in  opening  this 
Membrane  with  a  ftrait  Biftoury,  which  afforded 
a  Paflage  to  this  black  Excrement,  after  this  I 
d  re  fled  the  Wound  three  Days  with  a  Tent  dip- 
ped in  Digeftive,  to  prevent  its  re-union,  and  the 
Child  was  cured. 

Another  was  brought  to  me  foon  after,  in  which 
the  Operation  was  more  uncertain  and  dangerous, 
there  not  being  the  lead  Appearance  of  an  Anus. 
Neverthelefs,  as  it  was  impoflible  the  Child  fhould 
Jive  without  voiding  the  Excrements,  I  refolved 
upon  performing  the  Operation.  To  this  End  I 
armed  an  Impoftumation  Lancet  with  a  Slip  of 
Linnen  to  fallen  the  Blade  to  the  Shell,  and  then 
thruft  it  into  the  Place  were  I  judged  the  natural 
Paflage  ffiould  be,  and  thought  I  could  meet  with 
the  Inteftine,  and  having  penetrated  three  Fingers 
Breadth,  I  difcovered  the  Meconium,  which  run 
along  my  Lancet,  and  found  the  Point  of  it  met 
B  3  with 
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with  no  farther  Refiftance.  Then  I  withdrew  my 
Inftrument,  when  I  had  enlarged  the  Opening  on 
each  Side  as  much  as  I  thought  neceftary,  and 
drefTed  the  Wound  as  I  had  done  the  former,  ex- 
cepting that  the  Tent  was  longer,  and  I  applied 
a  Comprefs  dipped  in  Aromatick  Wine  and  fe- 
cured  it  by  the  T.  Bandage. 


O  B  S  E  RV.       IV. 

Upon  a  clofing  of  the  Vulva. 

IT  is  to  be  wifhed  that  all  thofe  Children  born 
daily  were  immediately  examined  by  People 
of  Skill  and  Knowledge,  to  know  whether  thofe 
Paflages  which  give  Entrance  or  Difcharge  to  the 
Body  are  free  and  open,  as  they  ought  to  be  in  the 
Order  of  Nature.  By  this  means  many  Inconve- 
niences would  be  avoided  that  afterwards  happen, 
efpecially  to  the  female  Sex,  on  Account  of  a  Mem- 
brane, which  often  Stops  the  Entrance  into  the 
Vagina  either  in  Whole  or  in  Part,  and  this  is 
called  an  Hymen,  the  fuccincl  Account  whereof 
I  mall  now  give,  will  not  be  uninftructive  to  young 
Surgeons. 

A  young  Lady  came  a  few  Years  ago  from 
Normandy  to  Paris,  to  afk  Advice  in  a  Diftem- 
per  with  which  me  was  articled,  and  applied 
herfelf  fir  ft  to  my  Ccllegue  Mr.  Le  Prevoft-,  and 
the  Reiult  of  the  Confutations  held  upon  this  Sub- 
je&  all  tended  to  provoke  the  Menfes,  to  which 
Defect  they,  with  abundance  of  Probability,  attri- 
buted 


m 


SURGERY. 


buted  the  Caufe  of  all  the  Symptoms  whereof  fhe 
complained. 

At  length  complaining  to  her  Surgeon  in  Ordi- 
nary that  fhe  felt  an  incommodious  Weight  upon 
the  Os  Pubis,  he  declared  it  was  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  fearch  thofe  Parts  to  form  a  right  Judg- 
ment of  her  Difeafe,  and  upon  Examination  found 
a  large  Tumour  in  the  Vagina,  which  contained 
a  fluctuating  Matter  and  was  eafily  felt  by  the 
Touch,  and  this  Tumour  increafed  every  Month 
at  the  Time  flie  ought  to  have  her  Menfes. 

A  fecond  Confultation  was  required,  and  upon 
the  Report  made  of  the  Tumour  in  Queftion  by 
the  Surgeon  who  had  difcovered  it,  it  was  con- 
cluded to  open  it,  but  not  without  fome  Difficul- 
ties ftarted  for  and  againft;  it. 

The  Patient  was  at  the  fame  Time  unwilling  to 
confent  to  it  for  feveral  Days,  but  the  Pains  fhe 
endured,  at  length  obliged  her  to  comply.  The 
Operation  being  now  refolved  upon,  Mr.  Le 
Prevoft  prepared  himfelf  for  it,  and  to  this  Purpofe 
armed  an  Impofthume  Lancet  to  make  it  firm,  and 
having  thruft  it  into  the  Bottom  of  the  Tumour, 
he  made  an  Aperture  fuitable  to  the  Difcharge  he 
propofed  to  give  to  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Mat- 
ter, which  proved  to  be  of  the  Colour  and  Confl- 
uence of  Lees  of  Wine,  and,  being  meafared, 
was  above  two  Pints,  and  of  fo  horrid  a  Stench, 
that  moft  of  the  Affiftants  retired,  not  being  a- 
ble  to  endure  it. 

The  Patient  found  herfelf  entirely  relieved  af- 
ter this  Operation,  and  being  drefled  three  Weeks 
with  deterfive  Injections  at  firft,  and  then  Defic- 
cative,  in  order  to  put  thofe  Parts  in  a  good 
Condition  upon  which  the  Matter  by  its  Acrimony- 
might  have  occafioned  fome  Ulcerations,  fhe  re* 

B  4  turned 
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turned  into  her  own  Country  pefectly  cured.  She 
married  foon  after  and  had  feveral  Children,  of 
which  me  was  delivered  with  the  fame  eafe  as 
other  Women. 

REMARK. 

It  muft  be  owned,  that  if  Care  was  taken  in 
vifiting  Children  immediately  after  their  Births,  to 
open  thole  imperforated  Vagince,  either  in  Whole 
or  in  Part,  fo  many  Occafions  of  Divorce  would 
not  happen  after  Marriages;  or  a  plaufible  Rea- 
fon  for  fome  Hufbands  to  keep  Celibate,  choo- 
fing  rather  to  reftrain  themfelves,  than  to  expofe 
their  Wives  to  the  Pains  of  an  Operation  ;  More- 
over, the  Modefly  of  fome  Women  is  fo  great, 
that  they  would  not  confent ;  for  we  have  many 
Inftances  of  all  thofe  Inconveniencies. 


Observ,     V. 

Upon  fome  Accidents    that   happened  to   a  Woman 
during  the  Flux  of  her  Menfes. 

THE  1 5th  of  July,  i6g%,  I  was  confulted  by 
a  Woman  of  Twenty- fix  Years  of  Age,  who 
conftantly  had  an  Oedema  upon  her  Fore-arm, 
Wrill,  and  Fingers  when  fhe  had  her  Menfes, 
infomuch  as  to  be  double  their  natural  Size,  and 
attended  with  confiderable  Pain,  which  continued 
the  whole  Term  of  the  Evacuation  •,  and  when 
that  fmiihed,    all   the  Symptoms    difappeared  at 

the 
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the  fame  Time  •,  and  thus  (he  had  regularly  been 
for  the  Space  of  eight  Years. 

I  let  the  Patient  know,  that  the  Cure  of  her 
Diftemper  was  out  of  my  Power,  and  not  having 
feen  her  fmce,  relate  this  only,  that  Gentlemen 
fkilled  in  Phyficks  may  explain  this  Phenomenon, 
and  teach  us  what  Medicines  they  mould  judge 
proper  to  relieve  a  Patient  in  fuch  a  Cafe. 


Observ,     VI. 

Upon  what  was  found  in  the  Body  of  a  Man  who  died 
after  a  moft  cruel  Pain  in  his  Head. 

IN  the  Month  of  May,  1692,  I  was  fen t  for 
into  the  I  fie  Notre  Da?ne,  to  open  the  Body 
of  the  late  Mr.  Moreau,  Auditor  of  the  Chamber 
of  Accounts.  He  had  been  terribly  afflicted  a  Year 
before  his  Death,  with  fo  violent  a  Pain  in  his 
Head,  that  he  often  loft  his  Reafon,  and  this 
Pain  was  always  attended  with  a  Fever  more  or 
lefs  considerable.  He  was  but  Thirty-live  Years 
old  at  moft,  and,  according  to  Report,  had  al- 
ways appeared  of  an  healthy  Conftkution,  till  he 
was  attacked  by  this  fatal  Diforder. 

Firft  I  opened  the  Abdomen  and  then  the  Thorax, 
and  found  all  the  Vifcera  contained  in  thefe  two 
Cavities  very  found  and  well  difpofed  :  And,  in- 
deed, thefe  Organs  were  examined  rather  out  of 
Curiolity,  than  with  the  Expectation  of  meeting 
with  any  extraordinary  Diforder,  not  doubting  but 

the 
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the  Gaufe  of  his  Diftemper  and  Death  was  to  be 
found  in  the  fuperior  Cavity. 

The  Cranium  being  therefore  opened,  I  began 
firft  to  examine  the  Dura  and  Pia  Mater,  and  dif- 
covered  between  thefe  two  Membranes,  under  the 
Juncture  of  the  Sutura  Sagit talis  with  the  Lamb  dot- 
des^  at  the  broaden:  part  of  the  False,  a  fmall 
triangular  Bone,  whofe  Angles  were  very  fharp, 
and  capable  of  pricking  thefe  Membranes,  upon 
each  Motion  it  received  y  it  was  of  the  Bignefs 
of  a  large  Pea,  with  its  Angles  a  little  rifing  and 
flat.  The  Dura  Mater  was  very  livid  in  thofe 
Places  where  it  had  been  pricked  by  the  Points  of 
the  Bone,  and  difcharged  a  little  Pus.  There  was 
a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Water  in  the  fuperior 
Ventricles  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  Brain  being  found 
and  in  its  natural  State,  the  Caufe  of  thofe  tor- 
menting Pains,  and  of  the  Patient's  Death,  can  be 
attributed  only  to  this  extraneous  Body. 

Observ,     VII. 

Uvon  a  confidcralle  Aneurifm  caufed  by  a  Ruption 
of  the  Artery  at  the  Joint  of  the  Elbow. 


MR.  Morel,  an  eminent  Surgeon  at  Paris, 
and  of  the  Hofpital  La  Charite,  being 
conmlted  with  Refpecl  to  an  Aneurifinal  Tumour 
upon  the  Fore- arm  of  a  Perfon  proceeding  from 
an  external  Caufe,  advifed  him  to  have  the  Ope- 
ration performed  as  foon  as.  pofiible,  fince  the  Tu- 
mour was  increafed  to  fuch  a  Magnitude  that  the 

Skin 
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Skin  was  ready  to  open.  The  Patient  confented 
upon  Condition  that  it  was  performed  at  Ejjone^ 
which  was  the  Place  of  his  ordinary  Refidence. 

Mr.  Morel's  Affairs  not  permitting  him.  to 
leave  Paris>  he  propofed  my  going  in  his  Stead, 
and  accordingly  I  left  Paris  after  Dinner  and  ar- 
rived at  EJJone  in  the  Evening,  to  perform  the 
Operation,  accompanied  with  my  Friend  Mr. 
Beiguet ;  who  went  out  of  Curiofity  to  fee  the 
Performance. 

The  Patient's  Relations,  prefuming  that  the  An- 
eurifma  proceeded  from  a  Bleeding  that  had  been 
performed  feven  Weeks  before  the  Tumour  ap- 
peared, defired  the  Operation  fhould  be  deferred 
till  that  Queftion  was  decided.  Tho' I  was  almoft 
certain  that  the  Tumour  was  not  the  Confequence 
of  that  Bleeding,  becaufe  the  Patient  was  bled  in 
the  CephaUck,  which  runs  upon  the  upper  Part  of 
the  Arm,  and  is  too  far  diftant  for  any  Branch 
of  Artery  to  be  concerned  in  opening  it ;  ne- 
verthelefs  I  poilponed  giving  my  Opinion,  till  after 
the  Operation,  as  well  to  convince  them  that  I 
would  carefully  examine  into  the  Affair,  as  to 
be  certain  of  not  being  miflaken  in  giving  my 
Judgment  rafhly :  For,  altho'  the  Cephalick,  as  I 
have  faid  before,  is  generally  too  remote  from 
any  Artery  that  may  be  concerned  in  opening  it ; 
neverthelefs  it  is  not  impoffible,  by  a  very  extra- 
ordinary Cafe,  to  find  One,  fmce  feveral  celebrated 
Practitioners,  worthy  of  Credit,  allure  us  to  have 
met  with  one  in  that  Place,  and  have  opened  the 
Artery  by  Miftake,  when  they  believed  it  to  be 
only  the  Cephalick,  Bat  it  was  impoffible  to  judge 
precifely  by  the  Sight  or  Feeling,  the  Aneurifmal 
Tumour  being,  as  I  faid  before,  of  a  prodigious 
Size,    or  in  what  Part  of  the  A-rrn   the  Artery 

was 
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was  fituated  from  whence  the  Aneurifm  proceeded. 
Neverthelefs,  the  Opinion  of  a  Surgeon  at  Corbei!9 
as  rafh  as  he  was  ignorant,  gave  Rife  to  this  Re- 
port, having  aiTured  the  Patient's  Relations  that 
the  Aneurlfma  proceeded  from  the  Bleeding.  This 
was  contrary  to  Truth,  the  Patient  himfelf  affirm- 
ing, that  it  happened  by  fuddenly  lifting  a  Cart- 
wheel that  was  (luck  in  the  Mire,  at  which  time 
he  thought  his  Arm  had  been  fraclured,  and  that 
the  Aneurifmal  Tumour  appeared  immediately  in 
the  Bend  of  his  Arm.  I  made  this  Digrefllon  in 
Favour  of  young  Surgeons,  that  they  may  not  be 
too  precipitate  in  giving  their  Opinions. 

Whilftthe  Afilftants  were  thus  tormenting  them- 
felves  upon  the  firft  Caufe  of  this  Aneurlfma^ 
which  ought  to  be  attributed  only  to  the  Rupture 
of  the  Tunicks  of  the  Artery,  occafioned  by  the 
extraordinary  Effort  mentioned  before,  I  was  think- 
ing to  prepare  my  DrefTings  for  the  Operation, 
which  they  had  deferred  to  the  next  Day  ;  and  as 
this  Operation  is  one  of  the  mod  difficult  in  Sur- 
gery, and  yet,  fuch  as  we  are  frequently  obliged 
to  perform,  I  propofe  not  to  omit  any  thing  in 
the  Method  ufed  to  render  it  fuccefsful,  that  the 
Recital  may  be  more  ufeful  to  young  Surgeons, 
for  whofe  Advantage  it  is  principally  intended. 

I  began  by  making  two  Rollers,  three  Fingers 
Breadth  each,  and  two  Ells  long;  four  Longi- 
tudinal ComprefTes,  of  the  fame  Breadth  as  the 
Rollers,  foulded  in  Six  doubles,  and  a  Quarter  of 
an  Ell  long  ;  a  fingle  Piece  of  Linnen,  cut  with 
Six  Tails  to  ferve  for  a  Plainer,  and  another  fold- 
ed  double,  and  cut  like  the  Former,  to  ferve  for 
a  Circular  Comprefs ;  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Dojfils  of  Lint,  proper  to  fill  up  the  Space  pof- 
ieffed  by  the  extravafated  Blood  in  the  Tumour, 

which 
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which  mult  be  removed,  and  feveral  fmall  Com- 
prefTes,  gradually  increafing  in  Bignefs  and  proper 
to  be  placed  one  above  the  other,  upon  the  open- 
ing of  the  Artery,  in  order  to  comprefs  it. 

Then  I  prepared  the  Medicines  necefTary,  that  is, 
Buttons  of  Vitriol,  Digeftive,  and  Aftringent  Pow- 
der to  drefs  the  Wound  at  the  Beginning,  whilft  an 
Hemorrhage  is  to  be  apprehended,  which  I  compos'd 
of  the  Powder  of  boiled  Turpentine^  Colophon^  Lime, 
Terra  figillata,  and  Hares  Furr  \  this  is  what  we 
generally  call  the  dry  Digeftive,  with  which,  the 
Wound  is  filled  the  firft  Dreffings,  moderately  to 
reftrain  too  large  a  Suppuration,  which  is  always 
dangerous  when  a  Flux  of  Blood  is  to  be  feared. 

I  difpofed  alfo  of  the  Medicine  to  ferve  as  a  Plai- 
ner, compofed  of  Bole-Arm.eny,  the  Whites  of 
Eggs,  Vinegar,  and  Oil  of  Rofes,  the  whole 
reduced  into  the  Form  of  an  Aftringent  Ointment 
of  a  mean  Confiftence. 

All  thefe  were  ranged  in  order  upon  a  large 
Dim  ;  then  I  threaded,  with  waxed  Thread,  my 
Needles,  made  on  Purpofe  for  the  Ligature  of  the 
Artery,  which  are  crooked,  flat  in  the  Curvature, 
with  a  blunt  Point,  peirced  with  an  Eye  a  quarter 
of  an  Inch  above  the  lower  Extremity,  to  Hide  the 
Thread  without  palling  it  quite  under  the  Artery, 
and  are  a  little  flat  at  the  other  End  to  handle  them 
more  commodioufly. 

Befides  this,  you  mult  have  a  ftrong  filken,  or 
Thread  Ligature,  that  will  make  two  or  three 
Turns  round  the  Arm,  a  ftrong  Piece  of  Pafte- 
board  a  little  bent,  to  place  under  the  Knot  of  the 
Ligature,  and  a  Tourniquet  as  thick  as  my  Thumb, 
and  four  or  five  Inches  long,  to  ftraiten  the  Liga- 
ture, with  a  Longitudinal  Comprefs  in  fix  Doubles, 

four 
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four  Fingers  breadth,  and  a  quarter  of  an  Ell  Jong, 
to  place  under  the  Ligature. 

I'difpofed  myfelf,  to  perform  the  Operation  next 
Day,    at  the  Time  appointed,    in  the  Prefence  of 
feveral  Surgeons.      To  this  End,    I  placed  the  Pa- 
tient upon  the  Side  of  his  Bed,    and  two  Servants 
behind  to  fupport  him,    and  ordered  his  left  Arm 
to  be  held  by  another,    left  he  mould  interrupt  me, 
then  ordering  another  Servant  to  take  hold  of  the 
diftempered  Fore-  arm,  I  placed  the  Circular  Com- 
prefs  at  the  fuperior   Part  of  the  Arm    near  the 
Armpit,    upon  which  I  made  two  Turns  of  the  Li- 
gature,   that  was  to  be  ftraitned  by  the  Tourniquet. 
Then  I   introduced  it  underneath  the  fecond  Turn, 
the  Pafteboard  being  placed  under  it ;    and  making 
it  as  tight  as  was  neceffary,  I  gave  it  into  the  Hand 
of  one  of  the  Surgeons,  in  whom  I  placed  the  great- 
eft  Confidence  ;    then  defiling  him  to  ftraiten  it  as 
much  as  I  judged  proper,    as  well  to  diminiih  the 
Pain  of  the  Incifion  as  to  comprefs  the  Artery,    I 
took  an  Impofthume  Lancet,    and  thruft  it  into  the 
Bottom  of  the  Tumour,    Aiding  it  towards  the  fu- 
perior Part,    and  opened  it  from  one  End  to  the 
other,    enlarging  the  Incifion  befides,    both  above 
and  below,  with  a  Pair  of  blunt  pointed  ScifTors:  Thus 
having  made  Room  fufficient  to  introduce  my  Fingers 
into  the  Tumour,    I  drew  out  a  Porringer  full  of 
coagulated  Blood,    which  made  the  Dilatation  very 
large,    and  the  Skin  being  very  thin  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Tumour,  and  almoft  mortified,  I  extirpated 
a  Part  of  it  on  each  Side. 

This  laft  Circumftance  proves  the  abfolute  Necef- 
fity  there  was  of  performing  the  Operation,  it  be- 
ing very  probable  that  the  Tumour  would  foon  have 
opened  of  itfelf  without  Art,  and  the  Patient  have 
perifhed  by  the  Hemorrhage,  before  any  AfTiftance 

could 
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could  be  had.  Hence  we  may  judge  of  what  Im- 
portance it  is  to  employ  Peribns  of  Capacity  in  fuch 
Cafes  where  an  ill  Confequence  may  be  apprehend- 
ed  :  Since  mod  of  the  Surgeons,  who  faw  this  Tu- 
mour before  Mr.  Morels  having  taken  it  for  a 
Phlegmon,  applied  maturating  Cataplafms  to  it, 
which  did  not  a  little  contribute  toward  bringing 
the  Tumour  into  the  bad  Condition  wherein  it  was 
found. 

When  all  the  Blood  was  evacuated,  I  ordered 
the  tourniquet  to  be  loofened  and  then  perceived  the 
Opening  of  the  Artery,  which  •  was  a  Finger's 
breadth  long,  and  the  Borders  of  it  lacerated,  by 
which  I  mewed  the  Afiiftants,  when  the  tourniquet 
was  ftrait,  that  the  Artery  had  not  been  pricked,  as 
was  falfely  fuggefted,  by  the  Surgeon  who  had  bled 
the  Patient  feveral  Weeks  before  the  Aneurifmal 
Tumour  appeared,  but  was  occaiioned  by  the  Ef- 
fort mentioned  before. 

Having  thus  cleared  the  Surgeon  from  the  Want 
of  Skill,  wherewith  he  had  been  unjuftly  taxed,  I 
took  my  threaded  Needle,  and  paiTed  it  under  the 
Artery  above  the  Aperture,  and,  to  facilitate  its 
PafTage,  I  gave  a  little  Stroak  with  a  Scalpel,  to 
the  Membrane  under  the  Capfula,  and  then  having 
thruft  it  a  little  beyond  the  Eye,  I  laid  hold  of  the 
Thread  and  drew  the  Needle  back  the  fame  Way 
it  had  entered.  After  this  I  made  a  firft  Knot 
immediately  upon  the  Body  of  the  Artery  ;  then 
ordering  the  Tourniquet  to  be  loofed,  that  I  might  be 
certain  the  Ligature  was  above  the  Opening  of  the 
VefTel,  I  put  a  fmall  Comprefs  upon  the  firft  Knoc, 
and  made  another  upon  it,  after  which,  ordering 
the  'Tourniquet  to  be  loofed  again,  not  one  Drop 
of  Blood  came  from  the  Artery. 

For 
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For  Fear  the  firft  Ligature  fhould  grow  loofe,  in 
a  Parallel  Cafe,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  pafs 
another  Piece  of  Thread  under  the  Artery  without 
tying  it,  which  might  fupply  the  Place  of  the  firft 
in  Cafe  of  Neceffity. 

The  Ligature  being  thus  made,  tho'  the  Blood 
appeared  feemingly  Hopped,  I  however  made  ano- 
ther under  the  Aperture  of  the  VefTel,  left  fome 
communicating  Branch  mould  afterwards  furnifh 
Blood.  Then  I  fprinkled  fome  of  my  Digeftive 
Powder  into  the  Wound,  and  placed  gradual  Com- 
prefTes  upon  the  Ligature,  filling  the  reft  of  the 
Wound  with  DofTils  dipped  in  the  fame  Powder, 
and  Pledgets  loaded  with  it  upon  the  Top,  ftill 
keeping  the  Tourniquet  tight,  left  the  Ligature 
fhould  relax  by  the  frequent  Pulfations  of  the  Ar- 
tery. 

Moreover,  I  took  Care  to  raife  the  gradual 
ComprefTes  and  Dofllls  above  a  Level  with  the 
Teguments,  that  the  Bandage  might  make  a  ftron- 
ger  Compreflion  upon  the  Artery,  than  the  Lateral 
Parts  of  the  Arm,  fo  that,  by  this  means,  the  Juices 
had  a  Freedom  of  Circulation  in  thofe  Parts  which 
the  Tenfion  of  the  Aneurifmal  Tumour  had  rendered 
inclinable  to  mortify. 

Then  I  applied  the  Piece  of  Linnen  loaded  with 
Aftringent  Ointment  in  Form  of  a  Plaifter,  after- 
ward the  Comprefs  over  the  whole  Arm  dipped  in 
Aromatick  Wine,  then  the  Longitudinal  Com- 
prefTes croffed  upon  the  Place  of  the  Ligature,  af- 
ter this  the  firft  Roller,  which  I  croffed  upon 
the  Bend  of  the  Elbow,  and  gradually  brought 
it  under  the  Armpit :  Over  this  I  applied  another 
Roller,  which  I  began  with  at  the  Wrift,  and  con- 
tinued it  to  the  Shoulder  moderately  ftrait. 

When 
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When  the  Bandage  was  applied,  I  removed  the 
Tourniquet i  and  the  Patient  was  put  into  Bed,  with 
his  Arm  placed  at  an  obtufe  Angle  upon  a  Pillow, 
in  a  Situation  a  little  elevated,  ordering  a  Servant 
to  keep  his  Hand  prefling  upon  the  Bend  of  the 
Arm  for  the  Space  of  twelve  Hours. 

The  Patient  endured  this  tedious  Operation  with 
abundance  of  Refolution,  and  often  repeated  to  us, 
that  the  Tourniquet  had  given  him  more  Pain,  than 
the  reft  of  the  Operation. 

The  Perfon's  Relations  having  engaged  me  to 
flay  till  the  next  Day,  I  took  off  the  firft  Dreffing 
in  twenty-four  Hours  after  the  Operation,  with  this 
Precaution,  to  fix  the  'Tourniquet  in  the  fame  Place 
it  was  before,  that  if  the  Ligature  mould  happen 
to  grow  loofe  I  might  command  the  Blood.  I  found 
that  the  Doflils,  Powders,  and  CompreiTes  were 
cemented  together,  and  made  one  Mafs,  which  I 
drew  away  at  once,  taking  Care  to  loofen  gently 
the  Ends  of  the  Ligature  of  the  Artery  which  were 
adherent  to  it. 

Then  I  drefTed  the  Wound  as  I  had  done  before, 
excepting,  that  I  made  an  Anodyne  Embrocation 
from  the  Shoulder  to  the  Hand  before  I  applied  the 
Aftringent,  inflead  whereof  a  Diapalma  Plaifter 
was  fubftituted  the  next  Day,  The  Ligature  upon 
the  Artery  feparated  in  eight  Days,  and  Mr.  Che- 
minee,  the  Surgeon  of  the  Place,  who  drefTed  him 
afterwards,  mundified,  incarned,  and  cicatrifed  the 
Wound  in  thirty  Days. 


Oeserv. 
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Observ.     VIII. 

Upon  an  Operation  for  the  Stone  attempted  by  an 
ignorant  Surgeon. 

ON  the  20th  of  March ,  1696,  I  was  fent  for  to 
Imeray,  to  cut  a  Gentleman  82  Years  of  Age 
for  the  Stone,  who  had  been  afflicted  with  Nephri- 
tick  Pains  for  four  Years  before.     Having  a  Diffi- 
culty in  making  Water,    a  Surgeon  propofed  the 
Introduction  of  a  Probe  into  the  Bladder,  which  he 
patiently  endured,  and  having  felt  a  Stone  with  the 
End  of  his  Probe,  told  him,  there  was  no  other  Me- 
thod of  curing  him  than  to  perform  the  Operation^ 
and  that  no  Time  was  to  be  loft,    fince  an  Inflam- 
mation in  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  would  foon 
happen,   and  then  it  would  be  impoffible  to  probe 
him.     The  Gentleman  fearing  this  Accident,  con- 
ferred to  all  the  Surgeon  had  Rafhnefs  enough  to 
undertake,    and  promifed  to  perform  that  Opera- 
tion with  Eafe,  which  he  had  never  attempted  be- 
fore, either  upon  a  living,  or  dead  Body  ;  and  I 
am  Witnefs,  that  when  he  was  under  me  at  Hotel 
Btetr,  he  neglected  many  Opportunities  of   feeing 
it  performed  :  Neither  had  he  one  Inftrument  that 
was  neceflary,    and  was  obliged  to  fend  to  Paris 
to  buy  them,    other  wife  this  Novice  in  Lithotomy 
could   never  have  made  an  EfTay  ;    which  would 
have  been  very  fortunate  to  the  Gentleman. 

He  employed  a  Carpenter  in  the  mean  Time  to 
make  a  Table  proper  to  fallen  the  Patient  to  in 

the 
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the  Operation  :  But  without  mentioning  the  ill  Ufe 
the  Operator  made  of  it,  it  was  very  unneceffary 
for  him  to  make  all  thefc  Preparations,  fince  an 
Armed  Chair  well  fattened  to  a  Table  would  have 
ferved  for  the  Purpofe,  and  it  is  only  in  Hofpitals, 
where  a  great  Number  of  Perfons  are  cut  Spring 
and  Fall,  that  there  is  Occafion  for  one  of  thefe 
Tables,  the  Back  whereof  is  contrived  to  rife  and 
fall  according  to  the  Size  of  the  Patient. 

At  length  the  Inftruments  being  brought,  and 
the  Day  fixed  for  the  Operation,  this  expert  Ope- 
rator apprized  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  of  Char- 
tres^  feveral  Priefls  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and 
Friends  of  the  Patient  to  be  WitnefTes  of  his  Per- 
formance, to  which  they  were  utter  Strangers. 

He  placed  his  Patient  upon  the  Chair,  and  faf- 
tened  him  to  it  according  to  the  ufual  Method  ; 
then  introducing  his  Cranulated  Probe  into  the  Blad- 
der, as  I  am  told  he  did,  he  made  his  Incifion  up- 
on it,  and  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  Gorgeret 
by  the  Aperture,  and  then  imagined  he  could  infi- 
nuate  his  Dilatatory  -,  after  which,  believing  that 
he  had  penetrated  into  the  Bladder,  he  offered  to 
make  his  Forceps  enter,  ufmg  all  imaginable  En- 
deavours to  introduce  them,  but  without  Succefs, 
and  at  length  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  Opera- 
tion, and  put  his  Patient  into  Bed. 

Soon  after  this,  even  the  fame  Day,  one  of  the 
Phyficians,  whom  he  aflured  of  better  Succefs  up- 
on a  fecond  Attempt,  told  him,  that  he  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  proceed,  the  Patient's  Condition  requi- 
ring immediate  Affi (lance.  He  expofed  him  a  fecond 
Time,  and  after  many  Trials,  and  torturing  this 
unhappy  Victim  of  his  Ignorance  to  fuch  a  Degree 
that  the  by  Standers  were  ready  to  fall  into  a  Syn- 
cope, he  was  obliged  to  confefs  himielf  at  a  Lofs. 
C  2  The 
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The  unhappy  Gentleman  thus  abandoned  to  his  dif- 
mal  Fate,  was  drefTed  of  his  Wound,  which  heal- 
ed in  15  Days :  A  fufRcient  Proof,  that  our  pre- 
tended Lithotomift  had  not  opened  the  Canal  of  the 
Urethra,  in  his  Operation  ;  befides,  not  one  Drop 
of  Urine  came  out  by  the  Wound. 

For  the  prefent,  they  contented  themfelves  with 
inftrudbing  the  Patient  how  to  probe  himfelf  with 
the  Algaly,  to  make  Water.  His  Pains  increafed 
more,  and  more,  in  Proportion  as  he  made  Ufe  of 
the  Probe,  and  his  Inclinations  to  make  Water  re- 
turned fo  frequently,  that  he  was  under  a  Neceffity 
of  probing  himfelf  50  or  60  Times  in  a  Day,  and 
as  often  at  Night. 

He  could  not  keep  any  longer  in  his  Bed,  being 
obliged  to  lye  upon  a  Couch  before  the  Fire.  The 
Irritation  of  the  Probe  fo  often  introduced,  occa- 
fioned  a  Difcharge  of  Blood  with  his  Urine,  befides, 
abundance  of  Slime,  and  Pus,  refembling  the 
Whites  of  Eggs,  and  the  violent  Shocks  of  a  Fe- 
ver, with  which  he  was  frequently  attacked,  gave 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  he  could  not  undergo  the 
Operation. 

A  little  Time  after  the  Attempt  of  the  firft  Ope- 
ration, I  happening  to  be  at  Soulers  near  Chartres^  a 
Perfon  for  whom  I  have  a  great  Efteem  engaged 
me  to  pay  him  a  Vifit,  whom  I  found  in  a  moft 
deplorable  Condition. 

He  parTed  the  Years  94  and  9$  in  thefe  cruel 
Tortures,  his  Phyficians  not  thinking  him  able  to 
undergo  the  Operation,  for  the  Reafons  mentioned 
before.  At  length  in  the  Year  g6,  the  Patient 
wrote  a  prefiing  Letter  to  me,  defiring  I  would  come 
to  perform  the  Operation.  The  miserable  Condi- 
tion in  which  I  had  feen  him,  and  eighteen  Months 
that  he  had  fince  parTed  in  Agonies,  difibaded  me 

abfo- 
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abfolutely  from  going,  not  perceiving  the  lead  Prof- 
peel:  of  Succefs.  But  the  firft  Prefident  of  the  Court 
of  Aides  and  the  Countefs  of  Vauvineux  fent  for  me, 
earned] yrequefting  that  I  would  afford  the  Gentleman 
that  Satisfaction,  which  I  confented  to,  after  giving 
my  Prognodick,  by  afluring  them,  that  he 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  reap  any  Benefit  from 
the  Operations,  or  even  to  fupport  it. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  Gentleman's  Seat  at  Ime~ 
ray,  I  found  him  lying  upon  a  Couch  by  the  Fire 
Side.  He  rofe  immediately,  and  took  the  Probe 
to  make  himfelf  Urine  before  me,  attended  with 
the  fame  Pains  that  had  preceded  his  making  Wa- 
ter for  a  long  Time,  and  defired  I  would  feel  the 
Stone,  which  I  had  done  eighteen  Months  before, 
when  I  faw  him  the  firft  Time. 

I  performed  the  Operation  next  Morning,  not 
being  able  to  withftand  his  earned  Solicitations. 
It  was  performed  without  much  Pain  and  expedi- 
tioufly  enough,  and  I  extracted  from  him  at  that 
Time  fourteen  Stones,  refembling  fo  many  Dice. 

I  mould  obferve  that,  before  I  penetrated  into 
the  Bladder,  I  found  a  hard  Lump  of  Flefh  five 
Fingers  Breadth  thick,  and  difcovered  fome  car- 
nous  Subftances  on  the  Sides  of  the  Bladder,  which 
oppofed  the  Introduction  of  the  Indruments. 

This  carnous  Excrefcence  was  extremely  fenfible, 
and  caufed  the  fame  Pains  before  making  Water, 
after  the  Operation,  as  he  endured  before  he  was 
delivered  of  the  Stones,  altho'  I  had  introduced  a 
long  Canula  into  the  Bladder,  to  make  the  Urine 
pafs  with  more  Eafe. 

Two  Days  after  the  Operation,  being  willing  to 

be  convinced  whether  any  other   Stone  remained, 

I  thrud  a  Woman's  Probe  into  the  Wound,    and 

difcovering  one,    I  did  a  Pair  of  fmall  Forceps 

C  3  along 
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along  the  Probe,  which  would  not  pafs  without 
creating  violent  Pains,  on  Account  of  the  hard 
Flefh,  and  the  carnous  Excrefcences  that  obitructed 
its  PafTage.  However,  I  extracted  two  Stones  re- 
fembling  the  former,  which  made  fixteen  :  After 
which  I  made  Injections  into  the  Bladder,  and  tho' 
the  Urine  was  freely  difcharged  and  in  a  large 
Quantity  thro'  the  Canula,  his  Pains  increafed  to 
that  Degree,  that  he  died  eight  Days  after  the 
Operation. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

It  is  very  probable,  that  if  this  Gentleman  had 
employed  a  fkilful  Operator  at  firft,  who  had  ex- 
tracted thefe  Stones  at  a  Time  when  the  Patient  had 
Strength  fufficient  to  fupport  the  Operation,  and 
when  his  Bladder  was  not  in  fo  bad  a  State  as  I  af- 
terwards found  it,  there  would  have  been  reafonable 
Hopes  of  Succefs,  fince  he  withftood  thofe  cruel 
Tortures  for  the  Space  of  two  Years,  till  the  con- 
tinual Irritations  of  the  Probe  having  rendered  the 
Bladder  fchirrhus,  'put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  Re- 
lief by  the  Operation. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.        IX. 

Upon  an  Enteromphaios. 

AGoldfmith's  Daughter,  14  Years  of  Age,  was 
frequently  troubled  with  a  Strangulation  of 
the  Interline  at  the  Navel,    which  formed  a  Tu- 
mour 


. 
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mour  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Goofe's  Egg,  attended 
with  fuch  violent  Pains  that  flie  became  Livid  in 
the  Face,  infomuch  that  it  was  thought  fhe  was 
ready  to  expire  every  Moment. 

Being  fent  for  to  give  my  Opinion  in  this  Dif- 
temper,  I  declared  that  it  could  not  be  cured  withr 
out  the  Operation,  and  the  Parents  confenting  to 
it,  I  performed  it  in  the  following  Manner  on  the 
nth  of  Nov.  1694. 

I  took  a  ftrong  Piece  of  Thread  well  waxed, 
which  I  doubled  into  four,  and  having  two  young 
Surgeons  to  affift  me,  I  laid  the  Child  upon  its 
Back  crofs  the  Knees  of  one  of  my  Afliftants, 
whilft  others  held  her  firm  in  that  Pofture  by  the 
Feet  and  Shoulders.  Then  I  reduced  the  Interline 
into  the  Abdomen,  and  pinching  up  the  Navel,  I 
raifed  it  as  high  as  I  could,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
thus  held  by  a  Servant,  who  kept  it  fufpended  in 
this  Situation. 

When  I  had  done  this,  I  took  the  waxed  Thread, 
and  applied  it  as  clofe  to  the  Belly  as  pofllble, 
making  the  Surgeons  Knot ;  but  before  I  drew  it 
tight,  I  ordered  my  Afliftant  to  prefs  the  Bottom 
of  the  fufpended  Part,  where  I  propofed  to  make 
the  Knot,  drawing  up  the  Navel  at  the  fame  Time, 
left  the  Inteftine  fhould  be  ingaged  in  the  Li- 
gature, and  now  drew  the  Knot  as  tight  as  I 
could,  and  made  another  upon  it :  But  the  Liga- 
ture growing  loofe  two  Days  after,  in  Proportion 
as  the  Part  included  in  the  Knot  mortified,  1  made 
a  ftronger,  being  thoroughly  convinced  that  the 
Interline  was  not  engaged  in  the  former. 

This  fecond  Ligature  was  no  fooner  made,  but 
the  Tumour  became  as  black  as  a  Mulberry,  and 
appeared  tumefied  with  coagulated  Blood,  and  three 
Days  after  I  made  a  third,    which  I  drew  ftraiter 
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than  the  two  preceding,  and  then  took  off  the 
whole  Tumour  a  quarter  of  an  Inch  above  the  Li- 
gatures, which  feparated  on  the  twelfth  Day,  and 
the  Ulcer  was  compleatly  cicatrifed  in  forty. 

The  Child  has  been  in  good  Health  ever  fince, 
and  has  felt  no  Pains  of  the  Cholick.  Dr.  Save,  of 
the  Faculty  of  Paris,  agreed  that  the  Operation 
was  very  neceffary,  when  I  affured  him  that  it  might 
be  performed  without  Danger. 

Since  that  Time,  another  Girl  being  fo  cruelly 
tormented  with  the  fame  Difeafe,  that  me  could  not 
reft  Night  nor  Day,  was  happily  cured  by  the  fame 
Operation,  and  from  that  Time,  exempt  from  all 
Cholicks  and  Pains  in  the  Belly. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

I  know  that  the  Caufe  of  thefe  Umbilical  Her- 
nias, which  fo  frequently  happen  to  Children  foon 
after  they  are  born,  is  fufliciently  underftood  by  able 
Surgeons  *,  but  as  I  write  this  for  the  Inftruclion  of 
Youth,  I  muft  remark,  that  the  moft  general  Caufe 
of  this  Inconveniency  proceeds  from  the  Midwives 
Error  in  making  the  Ligature  of  the  Umbilical 
Veffels  at  too  great  a  Diftance  from  the  Belly,  fay- 
ing, that  what  is  fuperfluous  will  afterwards  fepa- 
rate  ;  which,  indeed,  happens  to  many  :  But  it  is 
fufHcient  that  Accidents  happen  to  fome,  to  engage 
all  thofe  who  are  concerned  in  the  Practice  of 
Midwifery,  to  make  the  Ligature  as  clofe  as  pof- 
fible  to  the  Belly,  in  order  to  prevent  thofe  Dila- 
tations to  which  Children  are  enough  expofed, 
without  contributing  more  to  it  by  this  Error  ;  and 
this  is  what  I  do,  and  always  mall  obferve  in  ma^ 
king  that  Ligature, 
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O  B  S  E  R  V.       X. 

Upon  a  Defcent  of  the  Womb. 

ON  the  15th  of  January,  1693,  I  opened  the 
Body  of  a  Woman,  who  had  a  Defcent  of 
the  Womb  at  Hotel  Dieu9  in  the  Prefence  of  feveral 
Surgeons  and  Midwives.  After  opening  the  Ab- 
domen and  feparating  the  Os  Pubis,  I  found  that  a 
carnous  Subftance,  which  appeared  externally,  was 
only  a  Tumefaction  of  the  Vagina,  into  the  mid- 
dle whereof  the  internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb  was 
fo  far  advanced  that  it  might  be  fuperficially  felt ; 
and  by  continuing  to  trace  the  Progrefs  of  that 
Organ  to  the  Hypogaftrick  Region,  I  difcovered, 
and  demonftrated  to  the  Spectators,  that  the  great- 
eft  Part  of  the  Womb  was  out  of  that  Cavity,  and 
in  the  Vagina,  without  being  in  the  leaft  tumefied 
or  altered,  in  fuch  Manner  that  the  very  Bottom 
was  defcended  to  the  Os  Pubis.  Mr.  Bu  Vernay,  a 
celebrated  ProfefTor  of  Surgery  and  Anatomy  in 
the  Royal  Garden  of  Plants,  was  Witnefs  to  this 
DifTection. 
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Upon  the  fame  Subjeff. 

THE  20th  of  the  fame  Month,  93, 1  opened  the 
Body  of  another  Woman  who  had  a  De- 
fcent  of  the  fame  Kind,  and  tho'  the  Vaginalis 
much  lefs  tumefied,  than  in  the  preceding  Cafe, 
neverthelefs,  the  internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb 
manifeftly  appeared  externally;  and  we  difco- 
vered,  by  opening  the  Hypogaftrium,  that  the 
whole  Womb  was  dipt  into  the  outward 
Tumour,  tho5  the  broad  Ligaments  feemed  no 
Way  diftended,  their  Membranous  Subftance 
fuffering  them  to  yield  with  eafe. 


O  B  S  E  RV.       XII. 

Upon  the  fame  Subjeff. 


THE  26th  of  the  fame  Month,  a  third  Wo- 
man was  brought  to  the  Hofpital,  extremely 
ill  of  a  continual  Fever,  and  was  troubled  with  a 
confiderable  Defcent  of  the  Womb  at  the  fame 
Time.  As  me  was  abfolutely  in  a  deplorable 
Condition,  I  defired  fome  Surgeons,  who  had  the 
Curiofity  as  well  as  my  felf,  of  being  fatisfied  in 
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fuch  Facts,  to  acquaint  me  when  flie  was  dead, 
and  fpoke  to  the  Sifters  of  the  Ward  to  give  me 
the  fame  Notice.  The  Deiire  I  had  of  convincing 
Mr.  Verduc,  Doctor  in  Phyfick,  of  the  Abfurdity 
of  the  Opinion  he  maintained,  founded  upon  the 
Authority  of  feveral  Authors,  who  in  all  Proba- 
bility were  no  better  iniirucled  upon  that  Head, 
than  himfelf,  that  the  Womb  was  never  difplaced  ; 
that  what  was  called  a  Defcent  of  the  Womb, 
was  only  a  Relaxation  of  the  Vagina  ;  and  that  the 
Reduction  I  had  made  upon  a  Girl  at  Tbouloufe, 
which  had  made  a  confiderable  Noife  at  Paris, 
was  not  of  the  Womb,  but  the  Vagina  ;  the  Defire 
I  had,  I  fay,  of  convincing  him  of  the  Falfity  in 
that  Refpecl:,  was  the  Reafon  that  I  omitted  no 
Opportunity  of  proving  him  in  an  Error. 

The  Woman  dying  foon  after,  before  I  began 
to  open  the  Body,  I  defired  the  Surgeons  and 
Midwifes  who  were  prefent,  to  feel  and  remark 
carefully  the  internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb,  which 
appeared  externally  of  a  confiderable  Size  andThick- 
nefs,  that  they  might  have  ocular  Demonftration 
when  the  Hypogaftrium  was  opened,  whether  this 
Orifice  would  not  communicate  by  Continuity  to 
the  Extremity  of  the  Womb. 

Then  opening  the  lower  Belly  and  the  Hypoga- 
ftrick  Region,  they  might  as  eafily  perceive  as  my 
felf,  that  the  Womb  was  not  in  the  Hypogaftrium, 
but  had  parTed  under  the  Os  Pubis  into  the  Vagina. 
Afterward,  taking  my  Probe,  I  introduced  it  by 
this  external  Orifice  of  the  Womb  to  the  Bottom, 
and  dividing  it  longitudinally,  the  Truth  we  were 
feeking  plainly  appear'd  ;  that  is,  the  Womb  was 
opened  in  its  whole  Length. 

For,  is  it   impoMible  when  the  Vagina  is  excef- 
fively  tumefied,  and  comes  out.  that  its  Fibres  con- 
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fiderably  contracting,  may  not  draw  out  the  Body 
of  the  Womb,  to  which  they  are  fattened,  and  this 
with  fo  much  the  greater  Facility,  becaufe  the 
Womb  by  its  own  Weight  has  a  natural  Tendency 
downward. 

I  am  farther  confirmed  in  my  Opinion  of  the 
Poflibility  of  the  Womb's  Defcent,  from  the  Know- 
ledge I  have  of  feveral  Women,  who  being  trou- 
bled with  that  Diforder,  eafily  reduce  it  when  they 
are  not  with  child,  and  feel  no  Inconveniency 
when  they  have  been  pregnant  two  or  three 
Months. 
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Observ.     XIII. 

The   Confequence  of  feme  Faffs  touching  the  fame 
Subjecl. 

A  Lady  of  my  Acquaintance,  at  prefent  far 
advanced  in  Years,  began  to  have  a  De- 
fcent of  the  Womb  after  her  firft  lying-in ;  fhe 
has  fince  had  eight  Children  and  is  in  good 
Health,  altho'  it  is  forty  Years  from  her  firft 
Pregnancy.  She  would  never  wear  a  PefTary. 
The  Defcent  happens  when  fhe  walks  much,  and 
fhe  reduces  it  eafily  when  fhe  repofes.  This  Di- 
flemper,  tho5  of  fo  long  continuance,  would  not 
be  incurable,  if  it  depended  only  upon  the  Vagina^ 
as  our  Doctor  and  many  other  Authors  falfly  ima- 
gine •,  it  would  be  only  applying  fuch  Medicines 
as  are  proper  to  diflblve  the  Callofity,  like  thofe 
that  happen  in  other  Parts.    But  a  Defcent  of  the 
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Womb  is  no  more  than  a  Relaxation  of  the  Liga- 
ments, without  being  diftemper'd  itfelf;  yet  the 
Difpofition  alters  when  it  comes  out,  and  cannot 
be  re-eftablifhed,  without  being  reduced,  and  kept 
fupported  by  a  PefTary. 

In  the  Month  of  June  1699,  a  Woman  came 
to  me,  exprefling  a  very  great  Concern  on  Ac- 
count of  a  Defcent  of  the  Womb,  with  which 
fhe  had  been  long  afflicted,  and  had  reduced  her 
to  fuch  a  State  that  fhe  could  not  walk  without 
inexprefiible  Pains:  Two  large  Ulcers  at  the  Bor- 
der of  the  Vagina  contributed  much  to  this  In- 
conveniency,  but  had  their  Seat  in  the  Womb, 
which  came  out  of  the  Vulva  the  Bignefs  of  a 
two  penny  Loaf .  I  propofed  the  Ufe  of  the  Pef- 
fary  to  her,  but  fhe  informed  me,  that  having  of- 
ten attempted  to  wear  it,  fhe  had  reaped  no  Be- 
nefit, becaufe  it  always  fell  out  as  foon  as  fhe  be- 
gan to  walk. 

I  ordered  her  to  keep  in  Bed  for  two  Days, 
and  then,  while  feveral  Gofiips  propofed  different 
Medicines  for  the  Cure  of  thofe  Ulcers,  I  redu- 
ced the  Defcent ;  ufing  a  PefTary  which  kept  the 
Womb  fo  well  in  its  fituation,  that  it  never  fell 
down  fmce,  and  without  Doubt  thefe  Ulcerations 
healed  by  the  natural  Balfam,  when  the  Womb 
was  reduced  to  its  ordinary  Place. 

I  had  made  the  like  Experiment  almofl  at  Hotel 
Dieu  feveral  Years  before,  when  I  followed  Mr. 
Garbe  one  of  the  Phyficians  of  the  Hofpital  to 
write  his  Prefcriptions.  There  was  a  Woman  in 
the  Legats  Ward  who  had  a  Defcent  of  the  Womb 
that  was  entirely  ulcered,  and  the  Volume  of  the 
Tumour  as  big  as  a  Child's  Head.  I  applied 
emollient  and  refolving  Fomentations  for  five  or 
fix  Days,  and  then  reduced  the  Defcent  without 

any 
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any  Regard  to  the  Ulcers.  Afterwards,  I  ufed 
a  PeiTary  of  Cork,  which  not  being  capable  to 
fupport  fo  great  a  Weight,  I  had  a  fleel  Plate 
made,  which  was  fattened  to  a  Girdle  by  Means 
of  a  Spring  that  bent  into  the  Vulva^  at  the  Ex- 
tremity whereof  a  fmall  Pad  was  placed,  which 
retained  the  Womb  in  its  natural  Situation.  This 
Woman  perfectly  recovered,  and  has  iince  often 
returned  me  Thanks  for  my  Care  and  Affiftance. 

I  remember  another  Woman  in  the  Lying-in 
Ward  from  whom  I  extracted  a  Globe  of  Box  that 
was  made  for  Bowling,  which  fhe  had  introduced 
into  the  Vulva  herfelf  to  flop  a  Defcent  of  the 
Womb,  that  incommoded  her.  This  extraneous 
Body  being  grown  fsetid  by  its  long  flay  in  that 
Part,  caufed  infupportable  Smartings  and  Pains, 
by  the  Excoriations  it  had  occafioned  in  the  Va- 
gina. She  complained  to  the  Chief  Midwife, 
and  I  extracted  this  pretended  PefTary  with  a 
Pair  of  Forceps  ufed  in  the  Extraction  of  the 
Stone,  and  had  no  fmall  Difficulty  to  lay  hold 
of  it  becaufe  of  its  Size  and  Rotundity,  which 
made   it  flip  from  the  Inftrument. 

Detergent  Injections  were  afterwards  ufed,  and 
when  the  Ulcerations  were  healed,  we  introduced 
a  PeiTary  of  Cork  covered  with  Wax,  which  was 
the  lighter!  and  moil  fupportable  of  thofe  Inflru- 
ments,  and  me  has  been  perfectly  relieved  ever 
fince. 

Some  Time  after  another  Woman  in  the  Legats 
Ward  being  much  incommoded  by  a  Ball  of 
Wax  which  me  had  introduced  feveral  Years  be- 
fore to  fupport  a  Defcent  of  the  Womb,  defired 
that  I  would  deliver  her  of  it,  which  I  performed 
with  Difficulty,  the  Wax  breaking  in  Pieces  be- 
tween the  Branches  of  my  Inftrument,  which  ob* 
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liged  me  to  introduce  it  thirty  Times  fuccefiively 
into  the  Vagina  before  the  whole  was  extracted, 
and  all  the  Fragments  of  Wax  amafifed  together 
weighed  above  a  Pound.  The  fame  Injections 
were  ufed  as  to  the  Former,  and  from  that  time 
the  Womb  was  retained  in  its  natural  Situation,  by 
a   Cork  PelTary  garnifhed  with  Wax. 

A  third  Woman  fent  for  me  foon  after  to  ex- 
tract a  PefTary  of  Cork  which  fhe  had  introduced 
herfelf  without  being  covered  with  Wax;  fhe  had 
worn  it  a  long  Time,  and  that  fpongious  Sub- 
fiance  being  fwelled  with  Moifture  had  contract- 
ed a  Putrefaction,  when  Ulcerations  proceeded 
that  were  very  incommodious  and  troublefome. 

I  would  have  extracted  this  extraneous  Body  by 
thrufting  mv  Finger  into  the  Hole  in  the  middle 
of  k9  but  it  broke  in  Pieces,  and  I  could  not 
draw  any  of  the  Fragments  out  with  my  Finger, 
which  obliged  me  to  ufe  my  Forceps,  as  I  had 
done  in  the  two  preceeding  Cafes,  and  I  extracted 
the  whole  in  {even  or  eight  Attemps.  As  the 
violent  Pains  occaiioned  by  the  Stay  of  this  ex- 
traneous Body  had  caufed  a  confiderable  Fever,  I 
bled  her  twice,  and  fhe  was  perfectly  cured  by 
fuch  Injections  as  were  ufed  to  the  two  former, 
and  the  Ddcent  fupported  by  a  PeiTary. 

Thefe  three  different  extraneous  Bodies  that  I 
extracted  from  thefe  three  Women  had  an  infup- 
portable  Odour,  and  the  Box  Bowl  which  I  pre- 
ferved  a  long  Time,  after  many  Lotions  and  Infu- 
Ofions  in  fpirituous  Liquors,  ftill  retained  its  ill 
Scent  for  above  Six  Months.  It  is  necefTary  to 
obferve,  that  not  only  Women  who  have  born 
Children  are  troubled  with  Defcents  of  the  Womb, 
but  fometimes  Maidens  and  Nuns,  to  whom  I 
have  been  often  obliged  to  give  Peffarvs. 

The 
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The  26th  of  March  1693,  a  Woman  was  brought 
to  Hotel  Dieu  grievoufly  afflicted  with  a  continual 
Fever,  and  incommoded  befides  with  Co  confide- 
rable  a  Defcent  of  the  Womb,  that  the  Vagina 
was  half  a  Foot  out  of  the  Vulva,  and  the  inter- 
nal Orifice  of  the  Womb  appeared  at  the  Extre- 
mity of  this  Elongation  as  plain  as  I  ever  faw  it 
in  my  Life,  altho'  I  have  feen  and  handled  many 
within  thefe  ten  Years,  that  I  have  been  Chief  of 
the  Lying-in  Ward,  where  I  frequently  made  De- 
monflrations,  as  well  upon  Female  dead  Bodies  for 
the  Inftruction  of  Apprentices  and  Midwives,  and 
upon  living  Women  to  diftinguifh  the  Time  of 
their  Pregnancy,  in  order  to  admit  them  to  lye- 
in  at  the  Hofpital,  or  to  fend  them  back  till  the 
Term  is  compleated  :  In  which,  however,  we  may 
be  often  deceived. 

This  Woman  died  the  fixth  of  April  following, 
and  as  it  happened  at  a  Time  when  I  was  eager 
of  Information  in  this  Diftemper  of  the  Uterus  by 
reiterated  Obfervations,  I  was  glad  to  have  un- 
derftanding  WitnefTes,  left  my  own  Eyes  mould 
be  deceived.  Therefore  I  opened  the  Body  in  Pre- 
fence  of  a  Phyfician  and  feveral  Surgeons. 

I  had  reduced  this  Elongation  when  fhe  firft 
came  to  the  Hofpital,  upon  Account  of  the  pain- 
ful LTlcerations  in  the  Part  which  would  have  in- 
creafed  and  degenerated  into  a  Gangrene. 

I  began  by  opening  the  lower  Belly,  that  I 
might  thruft  thofe  Parts  out  again  which  I  had 
reduced  before  ;  but  firft  I  defired  them  to  obferve  © 
that  all  the  Parts  were  in  their  natural  Situation,  ex- 
cept the  Womb,  which  was  under  the  Os  Pubis ; 
then  I  pinched  up  the  internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb 
by  the  external  Aperture,  and  .  brought  it  out  as 
it  was  before  the  Reduction.     This  Defcent  came 

as 
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as  low,  as  that  of  the  Girl  at  Tbouloufe,  of  whom 
I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter. 

The  whole  Body  of  the  Womb  was  out  of  the 
Hypogaftrium,  and  the  Bottom  of  it  under  the  Os 
Pubis  -,  and  its  internal  Orifice  elongated,  which 
proves  the  Action  of  the  Fibres  of  the  Vagina  up- 
on that  Orifice,  by  doubling  themfelves  at  the  Ex- 
tremity of  the  Defcent,  as  does  the  ftrait  Gut  in 
Children,  when  it  falls  out  of  the  Anus.  After  this 
I  thruft  the  Defcent  into  the  Regio  Hypogaftrica*  by 
which  Means  thefe  Parts  reafTumed  their  natural 
Situation. 

It  appears  from  hence,  that  if  this  Woman,  when 
alive,  had  always  lain  down,  the  Defcent  being 
once  reduced,  the  Parts  would  have  retained  their 
natural  Pofition  ;  whereas  by  walking  or  upon 
any  Effort  whatfoever,  they  muft  fall  back,  un- 
lefs  fupported  by  Means  of  a  PefTary,  as  I  have 
already  fufficiently  infinuated. 


Observ.     XIV. 

Upon  a  Prolapfus  Ani. 

I  Was  fent  for  the  fame  Year  to  fee  a  Child 
who  had  a  falling  down  of  the  Reffum,  a 
Foot  in  Length.  I  attempted  to  reduce  it  with 
my  Hands  at  firft  •,  but  what  entered  on  one  fide 
came  out  by  the  other,  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to 
requeft  the  Afliftance  of  two  Surgeons  who  were 
prefent ;  thefe  two  having  their  Fingers  armed  with 
a    Piece    of  fine   Linnen,     fecured    the    Portion 
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of  the  Inteftine  on  each  Side  as  I  preffcd  it  in,  and 
this  Reduction  could  not  be  performed  but  after  a 
long  Time. 

Then  I  made  a  large  Tent  of  Lint,  which  I  paffed 
thro'  a  thick  Comprefs,  and  covering  it  with  an 
Aftringent  introduced  it  into  the  Anus,  applying 
the  T.  Bandage  over  all. 

For  a  certain  Time  they  removed  the  Tent 
when  the  Child  wanted  to  go  backwards,  com- 
prefTing  the  Sides  of  the  Anus  at  the  fame  Time, 
left  the  Interline  mould  fall  out. 

Fortifying  Injections,  made  with  Aftringent 
Wine  were  likewife  ufed,  and  ComprefTes  dip- 
ped in  the  lame.  Liquor  applied  externally,  by 
means  of  which  Medicines  the  Child  was  perfectly 
cured. 

Reflecting  upon  the  Length  of  this  Relaxation 
of  the  Inteftine,  I  believe  it  probable,  that  the 
Return' was  not  concerned  in  it  alone,  and  that 
the  Colon  which  follows  it,  might  furnifh.  a  Part : 
And  what  confirms  me  in  this  Thought  is,  that  I 
have  obferved  that  thofe  who  have  thefe  large 
Defcents  of  the  Inteftine,  are  troubled  with  Incli- 
nations to  vomit,  which  proceeds  from  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  Colon  to  the  Stomach  by  means  of  the 
Epiploon  j  fo  that  this  Inteftine  cannot  be  confi- 
derably  relaxed,  without  caufing  an  Action  un- 
eafy  to  the  Stomach. 

I  have  feen  leaden  or  Tin  Canulas  introduced 
into  the  Anus  after  the  Reduction  of  the  Inteftine, 
inftead  of  a  Tent  of  Lint  j  thofe  who  make  ufe 
of  them  pretending  that  the  Excrements  may  pafs 
thro*  them,  without  any  Fear  of  the  Defcent  of  the 
Gut :  But,  befides  the  Pain  occafined  by  thefe 
Canulas  on  Account  of  their  Inflexibility,  and 
that  they  may  be  difcharged  with  the  Excrements 

by 
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by  the  Impulfc  of  the  Periftaltick  Motion  of  the 

Interlines,  they  grow  fo  filthy   that  a  new  one  is 
required  every  drefllng. 


Observ.      XV, 

Upon  a  Defcent  of  the  TVomb,  which  was  at  firfi 
taken  at  Thouloufe,  and  afterwards  at  Paris,  for 
an  Hermaphrodite. 

A  Native  of  thouloufe  came  to  Paris  m  the 
Year  1693,  in  a  Man's  Habit,  and  a  Sword 
by  his  Side,  having  his  Hair  hanging  down  like 
a  Girl's  notwithstanding,  tied  behind  with  a  Rib- 
bon after  the  Spanifh  and  Neapolitan  Fafhion,  a 
cocked  up  Hat,  and  the  reft  of  the  Drefs  like 
that  of  other  Men. 

She  made  a  great  Noife  at  Paris  among  the 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  faying  that  fhe  was  an 
Hermaphrodite  ;  that  is,  that  me  had  the  Parts 
natural  to  both  Sexes,  and  was  capable  of  ufing 
both.  She  appeared  at  the  publick  and  private 
Ailemblies  of  Perfons  belonging  to  thefe  two  Pro- 
fefllons,  and  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  examined  for  a 
{lender  Reward  by  fuch  as  had  the  Curiofity. 
But  amongft  thofe  who  examined  her,  very  few 
had  fufficient  Knowledge  and  Experience  to  judge 
of  her  Diftemper  ;  for  which  Reafon,  the  Ma- 
jority fuffered  themfelves  to  be  led  into  an  Opini- 
on by  her  Difcourfe,  and  to  believe  her  an  Her- 
maphrodite, becaufe  this  Opinion  was  favourable 
to  her  by  exciting  the  Curiofity  of  all  Sorts  of 
D  2  People 
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People  to  fee  her.  Even  fome  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons  of  Eminence  loudly  confirmed  her  to  be 
what  fhe  faid  (he  was,  who  by  this  means  made 
it  appear,  that  a  Perfon  may  have  an  extraordi- 
nary Reputation  in  Phyfick  or  Surgery,  without 
a  folid  Fund  of  Knowledge  and  a  real  Capacity. 

The  Abbot  of  St.  UJJans,  who  was  a  Perfon  of 
Diftinclion,  Doctor  in  Phyfick,  and  came  often  to 
the  Hofpital  for  the  Inflruclion » of  the  Poor,  to 
whom  he  gave  large  Alms,  mentioned  this  Girl 
to  me  as  a  com  pleat  Hermaphrodite.  He  fhe  wed 
me  feveral  Letters  from  Thoitlouje  wrote  to  him 
upon  that  Occafion,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
Magiftrates  of  that  City,  upon  a  Certificate  of  the 
Phylicians  and  Surgeons  in  their  Jurifdiclion, 
who  had  declared  her  to  be  more  Male  than  Fe- 
male, had  parTed  a  Sentence,  that  for  the  future 
fhe  mould  wear  a  Man's  Habit,  under  Pain  of 
corporal  Punilhment.  All  the  Surgeons  of 
Hotel  Dieu  had  feen  her,  and  it  feemed  as  tho' 
I  was  the  only  one  who  was  not  curious  enough 
to  fee  this  Prodigy.  As  they  all  offered  to  bring 
her  to  Hotel  Dieu  that  I  might  examine  her  in 
their  Prefence  ;  I  promifed  them  readily  to  com- 
ply, telling  them  at  the  fame  Time,  that  1  be- 
lieved their  monftrous  Sight  was  nothing  more 
than  a  Defcent  of  the  Uterus. 

In  fhort,  ilie  came  to  me  at  the  Evenings 
DrerTings,  which  being  finifhed,  I  ordered  her 
into  the  Surgery  for  the  wounded,  the  Place  I  had 
fixed  upon  for  this  Examination.  Before  fhe  fub- 
mitted  to  be  vifited  fhe  infilled  that  every  one 
prefent  mould  give  her  a  Penny,  and  I  was  the 
firft  who  fatisfied  her  Demand. 

At  firft  me  would  make  me  believe  that  fhe 
had  been  familiar  with  Women  ;  but  this  was  foon 
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deftroyed  by  her  own  Anfwers,  in  Proportion  as  I 
examined  her  carefully  upon  each  Part.  I  began 
by  her  Breaft,  which  was  as  large  as  a  Maiden's 
Thirty  Years  of  Age,  and  I  believe  that  was  near 
her  own.  Then  I  examined  the  Defcent  of  the 
Womb,  which  came  eight  or  ten  Inches  in  length 
out  of  the  Vulva,  very  large  above,  near  the  Os 
Pubis,  where  the  Body  of  the  Womb  was  defend- 
ed, covered  over  with  the  Vagina  turned  back 
like  a  Glove,  and  proceeded  continually  dimi- 
nifhing  to  the  Extremity  of  the  Defcent,  which 
was  no  larger  than  a  Walnut,  and  the  internal 
Orifice  of  the  Womb  was  vifible,  from  whence 
fome  Menftrual  Blood  was  difcharged  at  this 
Time.  As  to  the  upper  Part  of  this  Tumour, 
it  was  as  large  as  a  Penny  Loaf,  or  fomewhat 
more. 

I  obliged  her  to  make  Water  before  the  Com- 
pany, becaufe  me  laid  the  Urine  had  two  Paf- 
fages:  And  to  demonfrrate  to  the  contrary,  I  held 
the  Labia  afunder  whilft  fhe  did  it ,  by 
which  means  the  Spectators  perceived  the  Meatus 
Urinarius,  from  whence  alone  the  Urine  was  dis- 
charged. But,  what  occafioned  her  to  believe 
that  the  Urine  came  thro'  two  PafTages  was,  that 
the  Urine,  palling  thro'  the  natural  canal,  fpread 
itfelf  into  the  Defcent  even  to  its  Extremity, 
whence  they  had  made  her  to  believe  me  had  a 
Membrum  Virile.  Moreover,  as  this  Defcent  had 
not  been  reduced  for  a  long  Time,  it  feemed  to 
be  covered  with  a  true  Epidermis. 

When  I  had  examined  this  Defcent  to  my  own 
Satisfaction  and  to  that  of  the  AiTembly,  Mr.  de  SL 
UJpins  afked  me  if  there  was  any  Hopes  of  the 
poor  Creature's  Recovery.  I  anfwered  him,  that 
the  Defcent  might  be  infallibly  reduced  after  necef- 
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fary  Preparations ;  upon  which,  the  Abbot  taking 
her  in  private,  prevailed  upon  her  by  his  Remon- 
ftrances  to  quit  a  Man's  Habit  and  fubmit  to  the 
Reduction  of  the  Tumour  ;  that  fhe  might  no 
longer  lead  a  vagabond  and  libertinous  Life, 
which  was  not  agreeable  to  her  real  Sex,  all  that 
the  World  had  made  her  underfland  upon  that 
Head  being  a  mere  Illufion,  of  which  fhe  would 
be  convinced  v/hen  fhe  found  her  felf  in  the  Con- 
dition of  other  Women. 

I  ordered  a  Bed  to  be  prepared  for  her  in  St. 
Auftinh  Ward,  and  Mother  St.  Remy,  who  was 
then  upon  Duty,  coming  to  receive  her  at  the 
Door,  after  the  common  Vifit,  put  her  on  a  clean 
Night  Cap,  a  fick  Perfon's  Gown,  and  laid  her  in 
a  Bed  by  herfelf. 

The  next  Day  fhe  was  bled  in  the  Arm,  after- 
wards twice  purged,  and  fomented  three  Times  per 
Day  for  the  Space  of  five  Days  *,  then  I  reduced 
this  Mafs  into  its  natural  Situation  in  a  very  fhort 
Time,  in  Prefence  of  above  thirty  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons,  who  came  out  of  Curiofity  to  fee 
the  Operation,  and  were  all  furprifed  to  find  what 
had  occafioned  fuch  various  Difcourfe,  fo  foon  ef- 
faced by  this  Reduction. 

After  the  Operation,  I  ordered  ComprefTes  fleep- 
ed  in  Aromatick  Wine  to  be  applied  to  the  Hy- 
pogaftrick  Region  as  well  as  upon  the  Vulva,  be- 
ing firfl  well  fomented  ;  and  a  few  Days  after, 
altho*  a  Cork  PefTary  covered  with  Wax  was  in- 
troduced to  prevent  its  falling  again,  I  flill  obliged 
her  to  keep  her  bed  very  regularly  for  a  Fortnight. 
Thus  having  performed  the  Cure  of  this  Defcent, 
the  true  Senfe  of  that  inexplicable  iEnigma  of  Her- 
maphrodite was  unriddled. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  de  St.  UJfans,  moved  with  Companion  for 
this  unhappy  Creature,  who  underflood  no  Em- 
ployment, bus  fuch  as  any  one  of  each  Sex  might 
exercife,  and  who  had  fubfilled  till  this  Time  only 
by  what  was  given  her  for  mewing  herfelf  from 
Town  to  Town  ;  Mr.  de  St.  UJfuns^  I  fay,  cloathed 
her  in  an  Habit  fuitable  to  her  Sex,  and  bound 
her  Apprentice  to  a  Sempilrefs  for  three  Years  to 
learn  the  Trade.  But  this  poor  Creature  being  a 
long  time  accuflomed  to  a  free  Life,  often  came  to 
me  complaining  of  the  Hardfhips  fhe  underwent 
with  her  Miflrefs,  and  at  length  was  fo  far 
difpleafed  at  the  Confinement  of  her  Apprentice- 
fhip  that  fhe  left  it  before  her  Time  was  expired, 
and  I  have  heard  nothing  of  her  fince. 

After  this  Patient  was  cured,  many  boafted 
that  they  underflood  her  Diflemper,  and  had  ad- 
vifed  her  to  the  Operation  I  had  performed  :  but 
as  I  had  informed  my  felf  of  the  Patient  relating 
to  that  Particular,  of  the  Opinions  of  all  the  Phy- 
ficians  and  Surgeons  to  whom  fhe  had  fhewn 
herfelf;  fhe  declared  with  all  the  Sincerity  pof- 
iible,  and  even  without  my  prefTmg  her  to  know 
it,  that  there  was  only  one  amongll  them  all  who 
was  of  my  Opinion  with  Refpect  to  her  Diflem- 
per, who  had  propofed  the  fame  Method  of  Cure; 
that  all  the  others  fhe  named,  took  one  of  thefe 
two  Methods,  either  to  afk  her  no  Qiieftions, 
(which  fhe  attributed  to  their  Want  of  under- 
standing her  Diflemper)  and  the  Reft  to  declare 
they  believed  her  an  Hermaphrodite  ;  but  if  thofe 
of  the  lad  Opinion  were  moil  in  Number,  thofe 
who  faid  nothing  were  the  mofl  prudent. 

But  to  proceed,  I  was  much  furprifed  that  Mr. 
Verduc,  Doctor  in  Phyfick,  who  publi  Hied  his 
Paihologia  Chlrurgica  foon  after,  had  the  Obflinacy 
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to  allure  the  Publick,  that  what  I  had  reduced  in  this 
Girl  of  Tboulouje  was  only  a  Relaxation  of  the  Va- 
gina >  and  that  the  Womb  was  not  concerned,  tho' 
I  had  offered  to  undeceive  him  by  as  many  Ex- 
periments as  he  could  defire,  and  with  which  he 
ought  to  have  been  fatisfied :  And  when  he  fays, 
in  the  42d  Chapter  of  the  fecond  Volume  of  this 
Pathology,  that  having  introduced  a  Probe  into 
this  Girl's  Vagina,  he  found  a  Refiftance  when  it 
had  entered  about  five  or  fix  Inches,  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  internal  Orifice,  and  that  Blood 
iffued  from  the  VefTels  of  the  Vagina  that  were  he- 
come  varicous. 

It  manifeftly  appears,  that  he  deceives  himfelf, 
by  endeavouring  to  undeceive  others :  For  I,  who 
faw  the  Diftemper  and  examined  it  as  well  as 
himfelf,  am  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  inflead  of 
thruftinghis  Probe  into  the  Vagina,  as  he  imagined, 
and  has  reported  in  his  Book,  it  pafifed  into  the 
internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb,  and  that  the  Re- 
fiftance he  felt  was  at  the  Bottom  of  it  5  that 
offering  to  force  his  Probe  he  made  fome  Ex- 
coriations at  the  Bottom,  which  furnimed 
the  Blood  that  was  difcharged.  And  when  he 
fays,  in  another  Place,  that  had  it  been  the  Womb 
which  Mr.  Saviard  reduced  in  this  Girl,  he  could 
not  pofiibly  have  reduced  it  with  fo  much  eafe. 
In  anfwer  to  this,  I  fay,  that  had  it  been  only 
an  Elongation  of  the  Vagina,  I  could  not  have 
reduced  it ;  and  even  tho'  I  had  forced  it  to 
enter  into  its  natural  Situation,  I  could  not  pofiibly 
have  fupported  it  there,  fmce  a  Tumour  of  the  Va- 
gina necefTarily  requires  fuppurating  and  refolvent 
Medicines,  by  Means  whereof  it  may  be  cured 
without  Reduction. 

In 
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In  fhort,  if  Mr.  Verduc  has  had  the  Rafhnefs 
to  encounter  Mr.  Moriceau's  and  my  Sentiments  by 
his  Reafoning,  by  his  own  Experience,  and  by 
the  Authority  of  fome  modern  Anatomifts,  we 
know  that  the  judicious  Part  of  Mankind  will  not 
depend  upon  his  Reafoning  or  Authority,  to  the 
Prejudice  of  Mr.  Moriceau's  Opinion,  who  is  uni- 
verially  allow'd  to  be  the  moil  underftanding  and 
experienced  Surgeon  in  Europe  in  Difeafes  peculiar 
to  Women  ;  and  that  Obftinacy  of  fupporting  an 
erroneous  Opinion  built  upon  falfe  Principles,  will 
fooner  prejudice  the  Doctor's  Memory,  than  give 
a  Stain  to  the  Opinion  of  that  celebrated  Surgeon, 
which  is  founded  upon  fblid  Reafonings,  upon 
the  unanimous  Approbation  of  the  mod  able 
Practitioners,  and  undeniable  Fads. 

I  have  two  Inftances  more  to  alledge,  that  will 
more  fully  prove  the  Defcent  of  the  Womb  out  of 
the  Vulva  than  all  the  preceding. 

At  the  Time  that  Made?noifelle  de  la  Marche 
was  chief  Midwife  at  Hotel  Dieu^  I  law  a  Wo- 
man in  Labour,  who  had  the  Body  of  the  Womb 
containing  the  Child  entirely  out  of  the  Vulva  ; 
the  internal  Orifice  plainly  appeared  dilated  the 
Breadth  of  two  Crowns,  and  thro'  this  opening 
the  Head  of  the  Child  covered  with  Hair  was  very 
confpicuous,  and  prefented  itfelf  in  the  natifral 
Pofture.  The  Woman  was  in  the  Chair  where 
they  place  thofe  who  have  difficult  Labours,  the 
Seat  whereof  is  cut  before  left  the  Womb  mould 
fall  or  be  overturned  in  the  laft  Efforts  of  the 
Labour,  by  this  means  the  Woman  was  happily 
delivered:  After  which  the  Womb  was  pumed 
back  into  its  Place,  and  when  fhe  recovered  a 
PeiTary  was  ufed  to  keep  it  reduced. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  Mademoifelle  de  Morlet  had  fucceeded 
the  former  as  chief  Midwife,  it  happened  that  one 
of  her  Apprentices  laying  a  Woman,  would  per- 
form it  without  calling  her  Miftrefs,  being  all  of 
them  fond  of  acting  alone,  that  they  may  boaft 
of  their  Performances:  This  Apprentice,  I  fay,  being 
willing  to  deliver  the  Woman,  drew  out  the  Bot- 
tom of  the  Womb  with  the  Placenta ;  then  difco- 
vering  her  Fault,  fhe  called  her  Miftrefs,  who  fe- 
parated  the  Placenta  from  the  Womb.  As  I  was 
prefent  with  another  Surgeon,  after  making  fome 
Attempts  to  reduce  the  Womb,  flie  defired  me  to 
try  whether  I  could  fucceed  better.  I  could  only 
reduce  the  half,  and  the  Woman  falling  into  extra- 
ordinary Swoons,  we  were  obliged  rather  to  think 
of  ftrengthening  her  than  to  finim  the  Operation. 

She  lived  for  the  Space  of  eight  Days  after, 
with  a  very  painful  Tenfion  in  her  Belly,  accom- 
panied with  Vomitings  and  Naufea.  I  opened 
the  Body  and  found  the  internal  Orifice  of  the 
Womb  out  of  the  Vagina  very  wide  and  morti- 
fied, which  is  a  certain  Proof,  that  the  Womb 
and  its  internal  Orifice,  by  violent  Efforts,  may 
fall  into  the  Vagina^  and  even  out  of  the  Vulva% 
by  being  more  elongated. 

I  am  perfuaded  that  the  Obfervations  I  have 
hitherto  related  upon  the  Dekcnt  of  the  Womb, 
are  more  than  fiifKcient  to  prove  the  Pofiibility  ;  of 
it;  neverthelefs,  I  cannot  forbear  giving  you  another, 
on  Account  of  the  Singularity  of  the  Fact,  it 
being  found  complicated  with  a  Stone  in  the 
Bladder  ;  and  this  fhall  be  the  laft ;  for  was  I  to 
relate  all  thofe  I  have  feen,  it  would  require  more 
Leifure  than  I  have. 

A  Girl  aged  Twenty-five  came  to  the  Hofpital 
in  the  Month  of  Off.  1692,  being    ill  of  a  De- 

fcen  t 


in    SURGERY.  43 

fcent  of  the  Womb,  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  middle 
fized  Melon,  with  which  fhe  had  been  troubled 
twelve  Years  without  being  once  reduced.  She 
was  immediately  bled  and  purged,  and  I  ordered 
emollient  Fomentations  to  be  ufed  twice  per  Day 
for  a  Fortnight.  Then  I  applied  my  felf  to  the 
Reduction  of  the  Tumour,  in  which  I  found  abun- 
dance of  Difficulty:  At  firft  I  endeavour'd  to  re- 
duce it  by  my  felf,  but  not  fucceeding,  defired  the 
Afiiftance  of  another  Surgeon  who  was  very  ufeful 
upon  this  Occafion  :  For  not  being  able  to 
retain  what  I  had  thruft  back  with  both  my 
Hands,  his  and  mine  alternately  Jupported  what 
was  reduced,  till  the  Reduction  was  abfolutely 
compleated. 

But,  as  fhe  complained  of  a  Difficulty  in  mak- 
ing Water  after  the  Operation  more  than  /lie  had 
done  before,  I  thought  proper  to  probe  her,  and 
difcovered  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

This  Stone  was  afterwards  extracted  and  very 
large,  from  whence  we  may  conclude  me  had  been 
troubled  with  it  a  long  Time,  and  that  this  ex- 
traneous Body  might  be  the  Caufe  of  the  De- 
fcent  of  the  Womb.  Be  that  as  it  will,  me  per- 
fectly recovered  of  both  Diflempers,  wearing 
a  fteel  Peffary  however,  fuch  as  I  have  defcribed 
before. 
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Observ.     XVI. 

Upon  a  dry  Gangrene. 

IN  the  Month  of  December  1693,  I  was  fcnt 
for  to  give  my  Opinion  in  a  Lady's  Cafe,  who 
had  a  Gangrene  upon  the  right  Leg,  which  had 
been  preceded  by  a  cold  Humour  upon  the  Head 
at  firft,  and  afterward  upon  the  Cheft.  She  was 
under  the  Care  of  Meffieurs  de  Bourges  and  Gilles, 
and  found  herfelf  tolerably  well  for  a  Fortnight, 
when  me  was  feized  in  the  Night  with  fo  violent 
an  Heat  in  her  Legs,  that  being  obliged  to  rife 
out  of  her  Bed,  (he  plunged  them  into  a  Pail  of 
cold  Water,  to  mitigate  the  Heat  and  Itching, 
with  which  fhe  was  incommoded,  and  then  thefe 
Symptoms  ceafed. 

Some  Days  after,  as  fhe  was  playing  at  Cards 
with  other  Ladies,  fhe  was  fuddenly  attack'd  with 
fo  violent  a  Pain  in  her  right  Heel,  that  not  being 
able  to  fupport  it,  (lie  fent  for  Mr.  Gilles,  who 
was  Surgeon  to  the  Family,  for  Relief:  Who 
having  applied  Anodynes  to  the  Part  affecled 
without  Succefs,  and  knowing  the  Danger  of  the 
Cafe,  defired  a  Confultation,  and  Mr.  Hr'ibolleau 
was  fent  for  the  next  Day.  They  examined  the 
whole  Leg  very  regularly,  and  found  a  little  Livi- 
dity  near  the  Heel  affe&ed,  without  any  other 
Alteration  in  the  Leg,  either  as  to  its  Bignefs  or 
Colour  \  but  in  the  Place  where  the  VefTels  are  at 

the 
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the  Extremity  of  the  Foot,  was  the  Lividity  be- 
fore mentioned. 

I  believe  this  Diftemper  to  be  of  the  fame  kind 
with  that  which  is  fo  frequent  in  Solonia,  and  hap- 
pens to  the  Peafants  of  the  Country,  who  eat  Bread 
made  with  a  certain  Corn  that  has  a  Seed  in  the 
Ear  of  it  refembling  a  Cock's  Spurs,  (and  it  is  a 
common  faying  of  thofe  People,  that  they  have  eat 
Cock  Spurs.)  Their  upper  and  lower  Extremities 
grow  as  dry  as  touch  Wood,  and  as  extenuated 
as  Egyptian  Mummies.  I  faw  feveral  of  them 
in  the  Year  94  at  Hotel  Dieu  in  Orleans,  where 
I  was  commanded  to  perform  fome  Operations 
in  Feb.  and  March  the  fame  Year.  Thefe  Gen- 
tlemen firft  made  Scarifications,  then  deeper,  and 
and  at  length  large  Incificns  from  one  End  of  the 
Lady's  Leg  to  the  other,  without  her  being  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  lead  Pain  ;  for  feveral  Days  every 
Thing  remained  in  the  fame  Condition,  and  it 
was  on  the  feventh  of  her  Diftemper  that  I  was 
called  into  Confultation,  when  we  concluded  upon 
the  Amputation,  which  was  performed  the  fame 
Day. 

We  had  prepared,  as  is  always  praclifed  upon 
fuch  Occalions,  every  thing  neceffary  to  flop  the 
Hemorrhage  that  might  be  occafioned  by  the 
Artery  of  the  Thigh,  as  well  as  that  of  other  Vef- 
fels  which  might  furnifh  Blood  in  a  Limb  of  fo 
much  Importance ;  but  thefe  Preparations  were 
ufelefs  •,  for  when  the  Thigh  was  amputated  and 
the  Tourniquet  loofe,  not  one  drop  of  Blood  was 
difcharged,  altho'  the  Flefh  was  of  a  good  Co- 
lour, only  a  little  Pale  -9  the  Artery  was  tied  not- 
withftanding,  and  the  Reft  of  the  Drefling  ap- 
plied. 

The- 
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The  next  Day  we  were  upon  our  Guard  with4 
Refpecl  to  the  Hemorrhage  upon  removing  the 
Dreffing  j  but  we  had  no  more  Blood  than  the 
Day  before :  We  drefTed  the  Wound  a  confidera- 
ble  Time,  till  excruciating  Pains  fupervening  on  the 
other  Leg  and  Thigh,  which  were  likewife  fol- 
lowed by  a  Gangrene,  we  judged  it  improper  to 
perform  the  like  Operation,  and  abandoned  the 
Patient  to  her  miferable  Fate,  which  was  terminated 
in  a  fhort  Time. 


Observ.      XVII. 

Upon  cutting  a  Child  for  the  Stone,  who  had  an 
Abfcefs  in  the  Kidney. 

IN  the  Beginning  oijune  1692,  a"  Child  ten 
Years  old  afflicted  with  the  Stone  was  fent 
to  the  Hofpital  to  be  cut.  His  Urine  was  puru- 
lent, and  when  he  was  prepared  according  to  the 
ufual  Method,  he  was  cut  the  15th  of  the  fame 
Month.  The  Pus  he  difcharged  with  his  Urine 
before  the  Operation,  came  out  by  the  Incilion 
made  at  the  Time  of  it,  which  was  in  fo  large  a 
Quantity  that  he  vifibly  decayed  and  died  the 
20th,  that  is,  live  Days  after  the  Operation. 

I  opened  the  Body,  and  found  the  left  Kidney 
larger  and  fofter  than  ordinary,  and  the  Ureter  on 
the  fame  Side  bigger  and  more  dilated  in  its  whole 
Length.  Then  I  fearched  for  the  right  Kidney, 
and  not  finding  it,  I  laid  hold  of  the  right  Ureter 
where  it  enters  into  the  Bladder,  and  traced  it   to 

the 
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the  Pelvis  9  which  I  found  deprived  of  Flefli  and 
Fat,  bearing  the  Form  of  a  membranous  Bag.  By 
preffing  this  Bag  the  Pus  flowed  by  the  Ureter, 
from  thence  into  the  Bladder  and  fo  thro'  the 
Incifion  made  in  the  Operation.  The  Bladder 
was  not  alter'd  in  the  leaft,  nor  the  VefTels  of 
the  Kidney,  which  appeared  as  tho5  they  had  not 
been  affected,  all  the  Flefh  and  Fat  of  the  Kidney 
being   wafted  by  Suppuration. 

He  had  had  two  or  three  Shiverings  every  Day, 
as  well  before  as  after  the  Operation,  with  a  fu- 
pervening  Fever.  All  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Abdomen  and  thorax  were  perfectly  found. 


Observ.    xviii. 

Upon  a  Wound  with  a  Sword  -penetrating  into  the 
lower  Belly. 

IN  the  Month  of  Jan.  1692,  a  Woman  Thirty- 
one  Years  of  Age  was  brought  to  the  Hofpital, 
who  was  wounded  with  a  Sword  penetrating  into 
the  Abdomen  on  the  Right  lide  of  the  Hypogaftrick 
Region,  about  an  Inch  above  the  Ring  of  the 
Obliquus  Externus,  thro'  which  the  Epiploon  and 
near  feven  or  eight  Inches  of  the  mteftine  Uion 
came  out.  The  Inteftine  was  reduced,  and  a  Li- 
gature made  upon  the  Epiploon,  from  whence  we 
cut  off  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pullets  Egg,  and  then  made 
the  Suture  of  the  Belly  called  Gaftroraphia. 

The 
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The  wounded  Perfon  had  no  Fever  for  three 
Days,  but  it  came  on  the  fourth  with  a  Diarrhsea, 
and  thefe  Symptoms  continued  for  twelve  Days, 
after  which  the  Epiploon  inflamed,  and  caufed  fo 
violent  a  vomiting  for  eight  Days  that  the  Patient 
could  retain  nothing  in  her  Stomach. 

This  Inflammation  terminated  in  an  Abfcels, 
which  fuppurated  by  the  Wound  during  the  Space 
of  twenty  days,  and  two  Porringers  of  ill  digefted 
Pus  was  difcharged  at  each  Drefllng.  This  Suppu- 
ration corroded  and  putrefied  the  Colon  at  the 
Place  of  the  Wound,  which  appeared  by  the 
Difcharge  of  the  Excrements  thro'  it,  for  17  or 
18  Days.  Neverthelefs,  the  Patient  perfectly  re- 
covered j  that  is  to  fay,  a  firm  Cicatrice  was  form- 
ed at  the  Wound  of  the  Belly  ;  but,  as  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  make  Convalefcents  in  the  Hofpital  ob- 
serve a  ftrict  Regimen,  this  Woman,  who  ought 
to  have  kept  one  of  the  moft  regular,  giving 
herfelf  all  Manner  of  Liberty,  was  feized  with  a 
Diarrhasa  fourteen  Days  after  an  entire  Re-union  of 
the  Wound,  which  carried  her  off  in  a  fhort 
Time. 

We  opened  the  Body,  where  we  found  the 
Epiploon,  the  Inteftine,  and  the  F erltoncEum  united 
together.  It  is  very  probable  that  this  Woman, 
who  had  withflood  fo  many  deadly  Symptoms  for 
Sixty  Days  after  the  Wound,  would  have  been 
abfolutely  faved,  if  me  had  ftrictly  obferved  a 
proper  Regimen  after  her  Recovery. 


Observ. 
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O  B  S  E  RV.       XIX. 

Upon  a  Bubonocele. 

THE  Sixth  of  Auguft  1693,  a  Woman  was 
brought  to  Hotel  Dieu  who  had  a  Tumour 
in  the  Groin,  caufed  by  a  Strangulation  of  the 
Inteftine,  which  is  called  a  Bubonocele.  She 
had  frequent  Vomitings,  and  the  Belly  much  dif- 
tended  and  painful,  as  it  generally  happens  in 
this  Difeafe. 

But  they  have  this  ill  Maxim  at  the  Hofpital, 
when  fuch  Patients  are  brought,  that  they  always 
try  generous  Medicines  and  the  Taxis,  before  they 
perform  the  Operation,  from  whence  two  Incon- 
veniences arife,  which  are,  firft,  ufelefly  to  begin 
bruifing  a  painful  Part  again,  which  has  been  com- 
monly too  much  done  before  by  the  Surgeons  of 
the  Town,  who  feldom  negledt  to  employ  the 
common  Methods  of  Reduction  before  they  are 
fent  to  the  Hofpital  j  becaufe  they  feldom  bring 
thefe  poor  People,  till  the  Surgeon  they  have  con- 
futed before  talks  of  an  Operation,  which  may  be 
attended  with  bad  Confequences :  And  the  fecond 
Mifchief  they  do,  is  to  lofe  that  Time,  fo  precious 
for  the  Succefs  of  the  Operation,  which  ought  not 
to  be  deferred  by  any  means,  twenty-four  Hours 
Delay  being  more  than  fufficient  to  render  it  fruit- 
lefs. 

But  to  return  to  our  Patient ;  two  Days  being 

elapfed  in  the  Application  of  Emollients,    and  in 

E  attempting 
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attempting  the  Reduction  by  the  Taxis,  I  per- 
formed the  Operation  in  the  Prefence  of*  Mr.  Petit, 
Mailer  Surgeon  of  Hotel  Dieu,  and  feveral  others  ot 
the  fame  Hofpital,  in  the  following  Manner. 

I  pinched  up  the  Teguments  above  the  Tumour, 
one  Side  whereof  was  held  by  an  Affiflant,  and 
holding  the  other  with  my  left  Hand.  I  divided 
the  fufpended  Teguments  in  the  middle  with  my 
Right,  by  which  means  the  Incifion  was  made 
according  to  the  Length  of  the  Tumour  ;  then  I 
difTected  fome  fmali  Pellicles,  and  found  a  fat  Sub- 
fiance  fcattered  over  with  little  Grains  of  Flefh  of 
a  Vermilion  Colour,  which  feveral  took  to  be 
the  Epiploon,  and  under  it,  a  round  membran- 
ous fmooth  Body  that  many  Surgeons  not  well  verf- 
ed  in  this  Operation  might  have  taken  for  the 
Interline.  But  the  great  Number  of  the  like  Ope- 
rations that  I  had  feen  and  performed,  prevented 
my  falling  into  the  fame  Error  as  another  Sur- 
geon, who  was  in  other  Refpecls  an  able  Man, 
who  infilling  upon  it  that  the  Cyflis  which  firft 
appear'd  was  the  Intefline  itfelf,  feparated  it  round 
about  and  thrull  it  into  the  Abdomen  ;  and  the 
Patient  dying  four  Hours  after,  I  opened  the  Body 
for  my  own  Satisfaction,  where  I  found  the  In- 
tefline ftrangulated  in  the  Ring,  after  I  had  opened 
the  Cyflis  he  had  reduced  into  the  Abdomen. 

But  this  Cyflis,  formed  by  the  internal  Mem- 
brane of  the  Peritonceum,  which  always  appears  be- 
fore the  Intefline  in  all  Inguinal  and  Umbilical 
Hernia,  is  eaflly  diftinguifhed,  I  fay  eafily  di- 
ftinguimed  by  its  equal  Rotundity  without  the  leaft 
folding  or  inequality,  fuch  as  we  obferve  in  the 
Intefline  that  forms  feveral  fmali  Arches,  thro' 
which  may  be  feen  underneath  a  Portion  of  the 
Melentery  fpread  ov.r  with  turgid  Veffels  fil- 
led 
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led  with  Blood  ;  befides,  the  Texture  of  the  Intef- 
tine  is  more  deJicate  and  flexible  than  that  of  the 
Cyftis  Hernialis. 

Inftructed  by  this  Experience,  as  well  as  by  the 
DilTedion  of  many  Hernia,  I  proceeded  to  open 
the  Cyftis  gently  in  a  fmall  Part  of  it  that  ap- 
peared moft  tranfparent  and  thin.  A  brownifh 
coloured  Water  ifliied  from  it  immediately  ;  then 
I  introduced  my  hollow  Probe  into  this  Opening, 
palling  it  from  one  end  of  the  Tumour  to  the 
other,  that  I  might  dilate  the  Cyftis  in  its  whole 
length,  both  upon  my  Probe  and  my  Fingers, 
with  a  Pair  of  blunt  pointed  Sciflbrs. 

The  Cyftis  Hernialis  being  thus  opened,   the  In- 
teftine  plainly  appear'd  of  a  livid  Colour  tending 
to  a  Black  :  Then  I  introduced  my  hollow  Probe 
under  the   Ring  of  the  ohliquus  externus,    where 
the    Strangulation  always  happens,    that  I  mighc 
dilate  it  with   a  crooked    Biftoury    which  I  flid 
along  the   hollow  of  the  Probe,  taking  care  not 
to  injure    the  Inteftine   by  means  of  the  back  of 
my  Hand  which  covered  it,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
ferved  me  to  conduct  and  fupport  my  Probe.     I 
dilated  the  Ring  fufficientJy,  that  I  might  eafily 
introduce  the  Inteftine,  efpecially,  fince  it  appeared 
fo  much  altered,    being  afraid  it  might  burft  by 
preffing  it  in  the  Reduction,  which  I  have  known 
to  happen   feveral  Times  in  the  like  Cafe,  and 
then  you   have   the   DilTatisfaclion  of   feeing  the 
Stercoral   Matter   difcharge  by  the  Wound,    and 
the  Patient    almoft  in  certain  Danger  of  his  Life 
let  ever  fo  little  of  this  Matter  be  emptied  into 
the  Regio  Hypogaftrica,  or  at   leaft  of  being   in- 
commoded with  a  Fiftuia  ;  for  a  perfect  Re-unio: 
rarely  happens  after  fuch  an  Accident,  tho'  this  is 
not  without  Example. 

E  2  The 
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The  Ring  being  dilated  fufficiently,  I  reduced  the 
Interline  without  much  trouble,  after  having  firft 
fomented  it  with  warm  Wine  and  Brandy  ;  tho'  to 
fpeak  Truth  there  is  no  better  Balfam  than  the 
Reduction,  to  re-eftablifh  thofe  Parts  that  are  out 
of  their  natural  Cavities.  The  Parts  being  re- 
florcd,  I  put  a  large  blunt  Tent  into  the  Wound, 
which  was  tied  with  a  Thread  and  placed  at  the 
fuperior  Angle,  and  then  filled  the  Wound  with 
proper  Dreffings  •,  after  this  I  made  Anodyne 
Unctions  on  the  neighbouring  Parts  and  upon  the 
Abdomen,  then  applied  triangular  ComprefTes  up- 
on the  Groin,  and  a  larger  one  upon  the  Hypo- 
gaftrick  Region,  which  were  fecured  by  the  Ban- 
dage called  the  Spica. 

I  ordered  an  emollient  and  refolvent  Clyfter  to 
be  given  an  Hour  after,  compofed  of  Camomile 
Flowers  and  Honey  of  Nenuphar.  And  tho? 
much  was  evacuated  by  it,  the  Vomitings  and 
Pains  in  the  lower  Belly  continued  for  five  Days. 
The  Wound  was  afterwards  dreffed  with  Digeftive 
animated  with  Brandy,  to  which  the  Powder  of 
Myrrh  and  Aloes  was  added  in  the  End.  They 
continued  to  give  her  Deterfive  and  Anodyne 
Clyfters  till  the  15th  Day  that  me  was  feized 
with  a  Diarrhoea,  after  which  the  Wound  was 
mundified  and  perfectly  healed. 


Oeserv. 
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Observ.     XX. 

£7p0#   #  Bubonocele. 

f~T^  HE  27th  of  Auguft  1698,  I  was  fent  for  to 
I  perform  the  Operation  of  the  Bubonocele 
upon  a  Florift  Gardiner,  who  had  a  Strangulation 
of  the  Intcftine  for  Twenty-two  Days,  diftinguifh- 
able  by  its  proper  Symptoms,  viz.  a  Tumour  in 
the  Groin,  a  Pain  that  was  communicated  to  the 
whole  Abdomen,  a  Tenfion  of  the  Hypogaftrium, 
and  a  vomiting  of  Stercoral  Fseces. 

The  15th  Day  after  the  beginning  of  his  Di- 
ftemper  MeJJieurs  Herault  and  Colignon  occafionally 
faw  him,  and  prefcribed  him  fome  Medicines, 
not  fuppofing  the  Operation  could  take  Place 
after  fo  long  a  Time  -,  and  I  freely  confefs  that 
I  only  went  by  way  of  Improvement,  and  to 
eafe  myfelf  after  the  Fatigue  of  the  Day,  rather 
than  with  the  Defign  of  performing  an  Operation 
upon  this  Occafion,  where  I  believed  it  could  not 
fucceed  with  Refpecl  to  the  length  of  Time. 

Neverthelefs,  when  I  had  examined  him  with  the 
Surgeon  of  the  Place,  I  found  that  the  Patient  hav- 
ing eat  and  drank  very  little,  he  had  not  vomited 
for  five  Days,  his  Pulfe  was  good,  his  Extremi- 
ties warm,  and  that  the  Tumour  had  (till  the  fame 
Rotundity,  Elevation  and  Firmnefs,  r  eitlv  r  flat- 
ted or  foftened,  as  thofe  are  waich  &re  c  lipoid 
to  mortify;  moreover,  he  required  ro  huv v  the 
Operation  performed,  exprefiing  a  Refolution  to 
E  3  undergo 
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undergo  it,  altho'  difiuaded  from  it  by  his  Wife 
and  Relations. 

Thefe  Things  added  together  gave  me  fome 
Hopes  of  Succefs,  and,  to  make  ufe  of  Celfus*s 
Doctrine,  who  exhorts  us  rather  to  experience  an 
uncertain  Remedy  than  to  leave  a  Patient  without 
Redrefs,  I  refolved  to  perform  the  Operation.  J 
prepared  a  proper  Drefling,  and  having  fituated  my 
Patient  I  opened  the  Tumour  and  difcovered  the 
Interline,  which  I  found  of  a  reddifti  brown  Co- 
lour, and  being  convinced  by  the  Warmth 
that  the  Spirits  ftill  remained  in  it,  I  dilated  the 
Ring  and  reduced  the  Inteftine  -with  Eafe  and  Suc- 
cefs. Then  I  introduced  a  Tent  made  of  Lint 
paired  thro'  a  Hole  in  a  thick  Comprefs,  upon 
which  I  placed  triangular  ComprefTes  and  a  fuit- 
able  Bandage. 

Soon  after  the  Operation  the  Patient  had  a  plen- 
tiful Difcharge  downwards,  fo  that  finding  him  in 
a  good  Difpofition  I  withdrew.  In  half  an 
Hour's  Time  I  had  Notice  fent  me  that  my  Pa- 
tient loft  abundance  of  Blood  ;  I  went  inftantly 
to  his  Relief  and  found  that  he  had  bled  four  or 
five  Porringers,  I  made  a  ftrong  Comprefiion  upon 
the  Wound,  and  drefied  him  a  fecond  Time, 
While  I  was  at  Work,  he  evacuated  three  or  four 
Times  copioufly  backwards. 

I  drefied  him  afrefh  with  a  large  Tent,  prefling 
Dofiils  very  clofe  around  it,  then  Pledgets,  a 
flicking  Plaifter,  graduated  ComprefTes  and  a 
tight  Bandage. 

He  refted  very  well  that  Night  ;  and  I  found 
him  gay  and  in  a  good  Difpofition  the  next 
Morning.  I  drefied  him  again  in  the  Afternoon, 
and   then  returned  to  Paris.    Mr.  Auroux,  Surgeon 

of 
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of  the  Place,  dreffed  him  afterwards,  and  in  three 
Weeks  time  he  was  cured. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

This  extraordinary  Cafe  ought  to  inftrucT:  young 
Surgeons,  that  in  Strangulations  of  the  Inteftine 
the  Art  of  Surgery  mould  be  employed,  tho' the 
Diftemper  has  long  fubfifted,  when  the  Symp- 
toms afford  the  lead  Profpect  of  Succefs:  But 
neither  fhould  an  extraordinary  Piece  of  Succefs 
prevent  the  Performance  of  the  Operation  fooner, 
when  the   Symptoms  declare  the  Neceility. 


O  B  S  E  RV.      XXI, 

*  Upon  a  defperate  Lithotomy, 

A  Little  before  I  had  performed  the  preced- 
ing Operation,  the  Brother  of  this  Perfon 
came  to  the  Hofpital  to  be  cut  for  the  Stone,  and 
happened  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  a  certain  Per- 
fon, who,  when  he  had  made  the  Incifion,  could 
not  extract  the  Stone  at  two  different  Trials,  and 
refufed  to  offer  the  Inftrument  to  the  Surgeon  that 
directed  him  in  the  Operation,  who  contented 
himfelf  with  feeling  the  Stone  at  the  End  of  his 
Probe,  without  afluming  the  Authority  of  ex- 
trading  it  himfelf,  and  refufed  it  upon  fome 
Confideration  or  other  to  the  Detriment  of  the 
Patient,  whom  they  put  into  Bed,  after  he  had 
been  cruelly  tormented  in  Vain. 

E  4  The 
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The  Accidents  generally  confequential  to  fuch 
cruel  Operations,  foon  .after  fupervened  viz.  Vo- 
mitings, a  Tenfion  of  the  Belly,  and  Gangrene  of 
the  Wound,  infomuch  that  his  Life  was  not 
expected  two  Days ;  neverthelefs  he  remained 
in  this  Condition  a  Fortnight,  whereupon  1 
prognoflicated  his  Death  unlefs  the  Stone  was  ex- 
tracted, and  that  by  the  Extraction  nothing  worfe 
could  happen,  which  the  Excels  of  his  Complaint 
obliged  me  to  undertake  it. 

To  this  End  I  introduced  my  Probe  into  the 
Bladder  without  placing  him  in  any  other  Situa- 
tion than  as  he  lay  in  his  Bed  with  his  Thighs 
bent  towards  his  Groins,  having  his  Legs  held  by 
two  Affiftants.  I  made  the  Incifion  upon  my 
Probe,  then  introduced  a  Gorgeret  and  afterwards 
the  Forceps,  with  which  I  extracted  a  large 
Stone. 

The  Perfon  who  had  endeavoured  to  extract  it, 
drefTed  him  ;  and  it  was  a  long  Time  before  he 
recovered,  on  Account  of  the  great  Lofs  of  Sub- 
fiance,  caufed  by  the  Mortification  of  the  Wound, 
and  it  was  necefTary,  that  he  fhould  increafe  in 
Flefli,  before  Nature  could  fupply  it. 

It  may  be  thought  by  thefe  two  Obfervations 
that  I  was  deftined  to  fave  the  Lives  of  thefe  two 
Brothers  in  fuch  deplorable  Conditions  by  two  of 
the  mod  important  Operations  in  Surgery, 


Observ, 
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£5>0#  ##  Hernia  /«  /fa  Cm;/. 

THE  5th  of  .F<?£.  1690,  a  Patient  22  Years 
of  Age  was  brought  to  the  Hofpital,  who 
had  a  violent  Fever,  frequent  Vomuings,  the  Ab- 
domen much  diftended  and  very  painful.  After 
I  had  examined  into  the  Diftemper,  I  perceived 
by  her  Anfwers,  that  me  had  been  troubled  with 
an  Hernia  for  two  Years,  which  re-en  terM  and 
fell  down  eafily  at  firft;  but  that  althos  the  Tu- 
mour had  not  returned  for  Six  Months  paft,  fhe 
had  ftill  conftantly  worn  a  Trufs. 

I  removed  the  Bandage  to  examine  the  Tu- 
mour, which  appeared  to  me  of  a  dubious  Kind, 
fo  that  after  forne  fruitlefs  Attempts  to  reduce  it 
gently,  judging  it  was  rather  humoral  than  par- 
tial, I  fatisfied  my  felf  with  the  Application  of 
emollient,  and  refolvent  Medicines,  in  order  to 
act  for  the  Future  according  to  the  Effect  they 
produced  :  But  the  Violence  of  the  Fever  having 
carried  her  off  two  Days  after,  I  opened  the 
Body. 

When  I  had  opened  the  Teguments  of  the  Abdo- 
men, as  well  common  as  proper,  I  found  aeon  fidera- 
ble  Quantity  of  Water  extravafated  in  the  Cavity, 
the  Interlines  Gangrened  and  their  Surfaces  covered 
with  purulent  Matter.  But  I  particularly  obferved 
an  Expanfion  of  Serofity  in  the  Cavity  of  Hypoga- 
flrium,  formed  by  the  Reduplication  of  the  Perito- 

nceum 
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nceum,  where  the  Bladder  and  Womb  are  con- 
tained, and  remarked  the  Impreffion  of  a  violent 
Inflammation  in  thefe  two  Vilcera. 

Then  I  opened  the  Tumour  in  the  Groin,  where 
I  found  a  Quart  or  two  of  Water  contained  in 
a  Cyftis,  formed  likewife  by  the  Duplicature  of  the 
Peritonaeum  \  and  perceived  a  fmall  Aperture  in  it, 
thro'  which  the  Serofity  expanded  in  the  Cyftis, 
communicated  with  the  Water  in  the  lower  Belly. 
In  ihort,  the  Ligamenta  rotunda  of  the  Womb  paf. 
fed  underneath  the  Tumour. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

We  may  conjecture  that  the  Hole  of  the  Rup- 
ture being  almoft  confolidated,  the  Serofity  con- 
tained in  the  Cyftis  was,  by  Degrees,  expanded  in 
the  Abdomen,  by  the  fmall  Opening  I  obferved 
before. 


Observ.     XXIII. 

Upon  an  Hydrocele, 

IN  the  Year  1688,  a  Man  came  to  the  Hof- 
pital  to  be  cured  of  an  Hydrocele,  which  pof- 
felTed  both  Cavities  of  the  Scrotum,  and  was  the 
Confequence  of  a  Burn  with  Gunpowder,  three 
Years  before. 

The  Tumour  was  as  big  as  the  Head  of  a  Child, 
and  confiderably  hard,  excepting  in  one  fmall 
Place,  where    the  Inundation  was  fenfeble.     The 

Volume 


&SURGERY.  S9 

Volume  of  the  Tumour,  and  its  excefllve  Hard- 
nefs,  made  Mr.  Petit  and  my  felf  apprehend  it 
to  be  a  Sarcocele. 

I  plunged  my  Lancet  into  the  foft  Part  to  open 
the  Tumour,  which  difcharged  a  large  Quantity 
of  ferous  Matter,  and  then  difcovered,  by  the  In- 
troduction of  my  Finger,  that  there  was  a  very 
hard  Cyftis,  containing  another  Collection  of 
Matter.  I  opened  this  Cyftis  in  its  whole  Extent, 
which  was  almoft  as  hard  as  Horn,  together  with 
the  Separation  of  the  two  Cavities  of  the  Scrotum* 
all  thefe  I  detached  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  in- 
ward Membrane  of  the  Gizzard  of  a  Fowl,  when 
you  defign  to  clean  it. 

Both  Tefticles  appearing  very  found,  I  took 
off  a  great  Part  of  the  Scrotum  with  my  Sciflbrs, 
which  had  been  considerably  extended  in  Pro- 
portion to  the  Increafe  of  the  Tumour,  by  the 
Matter  collected.  This  was  likewife  done  to  fa- 
cilitate the  Cicatrization  of  the  Wound,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  formed  with  Difficulty  ; 
and  after  a  tedious  Drefiing,  the  Parts  having  no 
Support,  would  have  left  a  considerable  Deformi- 
ty. Then  I  tied  the  large  Arteries  of  the  Scrotum^ 
to  prevent  an  Hemorrhage  which  muft  have  fol- 
lowed, and  after  this  the  Wound  was  drefTed  in 
the  common  Manner  and  cicatrifed  in  three 
Months. 


0BSERV 
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Observ.     XXIV. 

Upon  another  Hydrocele. 

ON  the  13th  of  Feb.  1697,  I  was  fent  for  to 
examine  a  Jage  Tumour  in  the  Scrotum, 
accompanied  with  a  violent  Tenfion,  which  ex- 
tended from  the  Groin  to  the  Extremity  of  the 
Scrotum^  fo   that  no   Inundation  was  to  be  felt. 

This  Tumour,  wherewith  he  had  been  troubled 
two  Years,  was  of  a  livid  Colour,  and  had  in- 
creaied  confiderably  in  two  Days,  by  getting  up 
haftily  behind  a  Coach,  at  which  time,  he  felt  a 
violent  Pain  in  the  Scrotum  that  caufed  him  to  ap- 
prehend a  Rupture,  and  the  Pain  increafing,  he 
was  obliged  to  go  to  bed,  and  fent  to  a  Surgeon 
in  the  Neighbourhood,  who  applied  emollient 
Herbs  to  the  Tumour. 

I  was  fent  for  the  next  Day,  and  found  my 
felf  at  a  Lofs  to  judge  what  it  contained  ;  for  fmce 
the  Tumour  extended  from  the  Groin,  I  was 
apprehenfive,  it  might  be  occafioned  by  the  De- 
fcent  of  the  Parts  contained  in  the  Abdomen,  or 
at  leaft  that  there  was  a  Complication  of  an  En- 
terocele,  Epiplocele,  Sarcocele  and  Hydrocele, 
as  it  often  happens  in  old  Hernia.  Neverthelefs, 
the  Symptoms  of  a  Strangulation  did  not  appear, 
neither  was  the  Tumour  tranfparent  againil  the 
Light. 

In  this  Uncertainty,  a  Courfe  of  Anatomy  in 
the  Neighbourhood  furnifhcd  me  with  the  Op- 
portunity 
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portunity  of  being  affifted  with  the  Opinion  of  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Beffure,  whom  I  defired  to  look 
upon  the  Patient,  and  he  was  followed  by  fome 
other  Surgeons. 

We  examined  the  Tumour  together,  which  ap- 
peared as  fmgular  to  thefe  Gentlemen,  as  to  my 
ielf,  and  left  the  Inteftine  mould  be  engaged,  no 
Eody  ventured  topropofethe  Opening  of  it  whilft 
Mr.  Bejjiere,  who  examined  the  Part  affected  with 
Attention,  difcovering  a  foft  Part  at  the  Extre- 
mity of  the  Scrotum,  advifed  me  to  put  a  Cauftick 
upon  it,  faying,  that  the  opening  of  that  Part 
would  give  me  Light  into  the  real  Contents  of 
the  Tumour  without  any  Danger,  which  Opinion 
met  with  an  univerfal  Approbation. 

The  Application  of  the  Cauftick  being  fqon 
after  performed,  I  removed  it  as  foon  as  it  had 
produced  its  Effect  ;  then  dividing  the  Efcharr, 
which  had  penetrated  no  deeper  than  the  Dartos, 
I  diffected  the  fecond  Membrane  of  the  Scrotum, 
and  foon  came  to  the  Liquid  contained  in  it, 
which  was  blackifh,  and  refembling  the  wafhingof 
a  corrupted  Blood.  Then  I  dilated  the  Aperture 
with  my  Sciffors,  and  introducing  my  Finger  into 
the  Cavity  of  the  Tumour,  I  felt  all  the  Parts  in 
their  natural  Situation,  and  could  not  even  feci 
the  Tefticle,  it  being  fo  much  wafted,  and,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  Expreffion,  grown  Corneous 
by  the  Saltnefs  of  the  Water,  that  it  might  pafs  at 
frrft  for  a  Duplicature  of  the  Bartos.  A  Quarc 
of  this  bloody  Serofity  was  difcharged  from  the 
Tumour,  which  the  Rupture  of  fome  fmall  Vef- 
fel,  at  the  Time  he  got  behind  the  Coach,  had 
changed  from  its  limpid  Colour  to  the  black  one 
it  had  at  this  Time.' 

Hence 
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Hence  we  may  juftly  obferve  that  fome  Hydro- 
celes are  more  eafily  known  by  the  Tranfparency 
of  the  Waters  than  others,  in  Proportion  as  they 
are  mixed,  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  deep,  or  the 
Skin  of  the  Scrotum  more  or  lefs  white. 

Therefore  finding  no  Oppofition  to  proceed  in 
the  Operation,  I  extended  my  Incifion  to  the  Groin, 
and  then  cut  off  the  Lips  of  the  elongated  Scrotum* 
which  could  not  unite  for  want  of  Support,  dref- 
iing  the  Wound  afterwards  in  a  Manner  fuitable 
to  prevent  an  Hemorrhage,;  I  continued  after- 
wards to  drefs  the  Wound  with  Digeftive  corn- 
poled  of  Turpentine  difTolved  with  the  Yolks  of 
Eggs  and  Oil  of  St.  John's  Wort,  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  Quantity  of  Powder  of  Myrrh,  Aloes,  and 
Birthwort,  the  whole  animated  with  Brandy, 
Afterwards  I  drefted  him  only  with  Ung*  Mund* 
ex  Appio,  then  dried  and  cicatrifed  the  Wound  with 
proper  Remedies. 

With  Refpect  to  the  Tefricle  which  I  found 
wafted  and  decayed,  it  recovered  its  Vigour  and 
ordinary  Size  in  Proportion  as  the  Wound  in* 
carnated  %  and  tho'  it  appeared  entirely  out  of  the 
Wound  at  the  Time  the  Cicatrice  began  to  form 
around  it,  neverthelefs,  by  the  Care  of  confuming 
the  fuperfluous  Flefh,  it  was  reinclofed,  and  the 
Patient  perfectly  recovered  in  five  Weeks. 


Observ. 
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Observ.     XXV. 

Upon  a  hard  Labour. 

THE  21ft  of  July,  1689,  a  young  Woman, 
who  waited  for  the  Time  of  her  Delivery 
at  the  Hofpital,  was  fuddenly  attacked  with  Pains, 
which  affording  Room  to  believe  that  (he  would 
be  foon  delivered,  obliged  the  Midwife  to  examine 
her,  by  which  Means  flie  difcovered  that  the  Child 
was  difpofed  to  make  its  PalTage.  Thefe  Pains 
having  lafted  two  Days,  without  any  Progrefs  in 
the  Delivery,  ceafed  on  a  fudden,  I  mean  the  La- 
bour Pains.  She  had  a  continual  Weight  at  her 
Stomach,  and  fuch  violent  Pains  in  her  Belly,  that 
fhe  was  obliged  to  lie  down  upon  it,  her  Pulfe 
went  and  returned  ;  and  this  lafted  two  Days  and 
two  Nights,  and  then  fhe  died. 

During  the  Time  that  her  Labour  continued  in 
this  Manner,  the  Placenta  feparated  and  came  out 
of  the  Womb,  and  then  the  Child  could  not  be  felt  y 
but  what  furprifed  the  moft  underflanding  Sur- 
geons and  Midwives  was,  that  inftead  of  the  Navel 
String  directing  us  to  find  the  Child  by  tracing  it, 
it  only  ferved  to  make  us  think  that  inftead  of  the 
Child's  being  in  the  Womb  it  was  retired  into  the 
Belly. 

Thefe  fingular  Particulars  gave  me  an  Inclination 
to  open  the  Body  of  this  Woman  immediately  after 
her  Death,  and  I  had  no  fooner  opened  the  Tegu- 
ments of  the  Abdomen,  but  I  found  the  dead  Child 

out 
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out  of  the  Womb,  as  tho'  it  lay  afleep  upon  its 
Jfelly. 

This  Woman's  Inteftines  were  entirely  corrupted, 
and  the  Epiploon  putrified  and  very  foetid.  The 
Womb  was  unaltered,  but  filled  with  a  very  confi- 
derable  Quantity  of  Blood  that  was  expanded  in  it. 

The  Aperture  thro'  which  the  Child  pafTed  into 
the  Belly  was  in  the  Vagina  a  Finger's  Breadth  be- 
low the  Internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb. 
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Upon  a  Polypus. 

IN  the  Month  of  November  1689,  a  Lad  15 
Years  of  Age  came  to  the  Hofpital  to  be  cured 
of  a  Polypus  which  fo  exactly  filled  the  right  Nof- 
tril,  that  it  was  flopped  up  with  it,  as  well  as  the 
Hole  of  the  Palate,  which  prevented  him  from 
breathing,  without  Inconveniency,  but  by  the  Mouth, 
becaufe  that  Excrefcence  obftructed  the  PafTages 
mentioned,  and  fell  down  into  the  Pharynx  of  the 
bignefs  of  a  Pullet's  Egg. 

He  was  bled  and  purged,  and  then  I  proceeded 
to  the  Extirpation  of  the  Polypus,  and  in  this 
Manner  performed  it.  I  took  a  Pair  of  fiat  For- 
ceps, and  gradually  drew  out  all  that  was  in  the 
Noftril  ;  but  I  found  it  impofiible  to  extract  what 
was  hanging  in  the  Pharynx  *,  and  without  being 
too  eager  to  perform  the  Extraction  I  abandoned  it 
to  the  Operation  of  Medicines. 
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1  dreiTed  the  In  fide  of  the  Nofe  with  Triapbar- 
fnacon,  taking  Care  that  he  mould  fnuff  a  little 
Brandy  up  his  Nofe  before  I  introduced  the  Oint- 
ment, and  after  four  Days  drefling,  the  extraneous 
Body  that  hung  in  the  Throat  feparated  of  itfelf. 
Then  I  ly ringed  Vulnerary  Water  up  the  Nofe, 
which  pafTed  into  the  Mouth,  by  which  Means  the 
Patient  recovered  in  a  Fortnight* 


O  B  S  E  R  V.       XXVII. 

Of  a  Wound  upon  the  Head,  with  a  Frafture  of  the 

Skulh 

IN  the  Month  of  June  1689,  a  Woman  was 
brought  to  Hotel  Dieu,  who  had  a  contufed 
Wound  upon  the  Head,  with  a  depreffed  Frac- 
ture, that  extended  in  Part  upon  the  Os  Parietale, 
and  the  Temporale,  on  the  left  Side.  This  Acci- 
dent occafioned  a  Fever,  Lethargy,  Wandrings, 
and  other  Symptoms  commonly  attending  fuch 
Wounds. 

When  the  Head  was  fhaved  and  all  Things  pro- 
perly difpofed  for  the  Operation  of  the  Trepan,  I 
dilated  the  Wound  fufficiently  to  make  Room  for 
the  Inftrument,  in  the  moft  declining  Part  of  the 
Bone,  I  mean  upon  the  lateral  and  inferior  Part  of 
the  Parietal  near  the  Temporal,  in  fuch  a  Manner 
that  the  Pyramid  of  the  Inftrument  refted  upon  the 
Border  of  the  found  Bone. 

The  Piece  of  Bone  being  taken  out,  a  fmall  Por- 
ringer of  Blood  ifibed  from  the  Hole  of  the  Tre- 

F  pan, 
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pan.  I  raifed  the  deprefled  Pieces,  and  rhen  drefTed 
the  Wound,  beginning  by  introducing  a  Sindon  dip- 
ped in  Mel  Ros,  fattened  to  a  Piece  of  fine  Thread, 
into  the  Hole  of  the  Trepan,  which  I  flid  under 
the  Bone  by  means  of  a  thin  Spatula  -,  then  I  put  a 
Pledget  of  Lint  upon  it,  to  fill  the  Hole,  and  fi- 
nifhed  the  Drefling  with  Doflils  and  Pledgets,  arm- 
ed with  Digeftive,  and  railed  half  an  Inch  above 
the  Lips  of  the  Wound,  that  the  Compreflion  of 
the  Bandage  might  prevent  the  riling  of  the  Dura 
Mater  into  the  Hole  of  the  Trepan,  like  an  Excref- 
cence  ;  which  (lopping  this  Aperture  prevents  a  free 
Difcharge  of  the  Matter,  and  occafions  the  Symp- 
toms to  fubfift,  and  fometimes  obliges  us  to  make 
a  iecond  Operation. 

I  continued  to  drefs  the  Wound  in  this  Manner 
for  five  Days,  when  a  Tumour  appeared  upon  the 
Temporal  Bone,  which  caufmg  me  to  judge  there 
was  fome  hidden  Diforder,  I  opened  it,  and  found 
that  the  Pus  draining  acrofs  the  Fracture  in  the  Co- 
ronal Bone,  had  formed  an  Abfcefs  between  that 
and  the  Crotaphite  Mufcle. 

I  dilated  this  Opening  according  to  the  Direc- 
tion of  the  Fibres,  as  much  as  I  thought  fufficient 
to  difcover  the  Fracture  of  the  Bone,  and  the  Sa- 
nies flill  continued  to  iflue  acrofs  the  Fracture, 
even  more  abundantly  than  by  the  Hole  of  the 
Trepan,  this  Fracture  being  in  a  greater  Declivity. 
The  two  Tables  of  the  Bone  exfoliated  in  two 
Months  Time,  and  the  Wound  cicatrifed  without 
any  farther  Symptom  to  the  Patient. 

REMARK. 

Hence,  we  may  obferve  that  this  Patient's  good 
Conflitution,  and  the  little  Notice  fhe  took  of  the 

Event 


^SURGERY.  67 

Event  of  her  Diftemper,  contributed  much  to  her 
Cure,  which  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  ibmething 
extraordinary,  nothing  being  more  rare  than  to  fee 
a  Patient  recover  at  Hotel  Dieu  after  the  Operation 
of  the  Trepan  :  Moreover,  this  Perfon  obferved  no 
exact  Regimen  during  the  whole  Time. 

It  may  be  farther  obferved,  that  after  I  had  dis- 
covered the  Fracture  of  the  Temporal  Bone,  by 
opening  the  Abfcefs,  another  Trepan  would  have, 
been  very  proper  to  facilitate  the  Difcharge  of  the 
Matter,  and  the  Reafon  it  was  omitted,  proceed- 
ed from  no  Symptoms  appearing  that  obliged  us 
to  perform  it,  befides  the  Danger  of  expofmg  the 
Meninges  to  the  Air  of  the  Hofpital. 


Observ.     XXVIil. 

Upon  a  Fraclure  of  the  Leg, 

IN  the  Month  of  July,    1689,    a  Man  was  fent 
to  Hotel  Dieu,  who  had  his  Leg  broke,  by  the 
falling  in  of  fome  Earth  upon  him. 

The  Fracture  of  both  Bones  was  compleat  three 
Fingers  •,  breadth  below  the  Joint  of  the  Knee,  the 
Tibia  coming  out  of  the  Wound  the  length  of  three 
Inches  •,  he  was  immediately  carried  to  a  Bone- 
fetter,  who  refufed  to  touch  it.  When  he  was  put 
into  Bed  I  reduced  the  Bones  with  much  Difficulty, 
and  kept  them  in  their  Situation  by  means  of  an 
eighteen  Tailed  Bandage  dipped  in  Oxycrate,  firft 
filling  the  Wound,  which  I  had  fufficiently  dila- 
ted, with  Pledgets  of  dry  Lint,  then  applied  an 
F  2  Em$L 
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EmpL  Galenic  put  the  Part  into  a  proper  Situation, 
andfe  cured  it  with  Junks. 

At  the  fecond  Drefiing,  I  made  an  Injection  of 
Tincture  of  Myrrh  and  Aloes,  Frankincenfe  and 
Ariftolochia  Longa.  £s?  Rot.  extracted  with  White 
Wine.  I  likewife  dipped  the  Pledgets  in  the  fame 
Liquor,  and  applied  a  Diapalma  Plaifter  upon  the 
Whole.  I  continued  this  Drefiing  for  a  Week, 
and  then  ufed  the  Mundificative  Ointment  for  the 
Flefh,  and  upon  the  Bone  Pledgets,  dipped  in  the 
fame  Tincture,  changing  the  Drefiing  as  foon  as  it 
was  foul,  obferving  at  the  fame  Time  to  give  the 
fractured  Bones  the  leaf!  Motion  pofiible,  by  which 
Care,  and  proper  Drefiings,  he  recovered  in  eight 
Months :  The  Cure  being  fo  long  retarded  on  Ac- 
count of  the  Exfoliation  of  the  Tibia,  the  fuperior 
Part  whereof  entirely  feparated. 


Observ.     XXIX. 

Upon  a  Eaxation  of  one  of  the  Vertebra  of  the  Back, 

IN  November,  1687,  a  Man  was  brought  to  the 
Hofpital  who  had  fallen  three  Stories  high  into 
the  Street,  and  diflocated  the  eleventh  Vertebra  of 
the  Back  •,  from  which  Moment  the  inferior  Parts 
became  Paralytick,  and  it  caufed  alfo  a  Suppreffion 
of  Urine,  and  Dejection  of  the  Faeces,  fo  that  he 
only  made  Water  by  the  Ufe  of  a  Probe,  and 
difcharged  backwards  by  the  Ufe  of  Clyfters. 
This  Laxation  being  incurable,  the  Patient  lived 
only  fix  WTeeks  in  this  miferable  Condition. 

R.E- 
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REMARK. 
This  Obfervation  proves  the  Succus  Nervofus^ 
efiential  to  Mufcular  Motion,  fihce  the  Intercep- 
tion of  it  by  the  Pre  fibre  of  the  luxated  Vertebra 
in  this  Cafe,  rendered  the  Parts  below  Paralytick, 
for  want  of  a  proper  Supply  of  that  Juice. 


Observ.     XXX. 

Upon  the  fame  Sub] eft. 

THE  eleventh  of  Auguft^  1695,  a  Man  acci- 
dentally fell  down  Stairs,  and  received  fo 
violent  a  Blow  upon  the  Regio  Lumbaris,  againft 
one  of  the  Steps,  that  altho'  there  was  neither 
Fracture  nor  Diflocation,  the  inferior  Parts  became 
immediately  Paralytick,  attended  with  a  Suppref- 
fion  of  Urine. 

I  was  fent  for  four  Days  after,  to  make  him 
Urine  by  means  of  the  Probe,  in  Prefence  of 
Dr.  Berger  Phyfician,  and  Mr.  Faure  iicenfed  Sur- 
geon. 

I  immediately  inquired  whether  he  had  fallen, 
and  hearing  the  Report  of  his  Fall,  declared  to  the 
Gentlemen  prefent,  that  if  he  had  no  Gangrene  at 
his  Fundament,  it  would  inevitably  follow,  and 
that  he  would  perifh  by  that  Symptom. 

My  Prognoftick  was  verified  within  twelve  Days, 

notwithstanding  all  the  Precautions  to  prevent  this 

Accident.  Such  as  putting  him  upon  a  Clofe-Stool, 

F  3  and 
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and  ufing  Fomentations  with  Spirit  of  Wine  :  The 
Gangrene,  by  Degrees,  extended  to  the  Mufculi  Glu- 
tcei,  the  Os  Sacrum  foon  became  bare,  and  the 
more  Gangrened  Flefh  was  taken  off,  the  deeper 
we  found  the  Mortification. 

I  continued  however  to  probe  the  Wound 
twice  a  Day,  flill  predicting  that  the  Patient 
would  infallibly  psrifh  •,  they  boafted  fo  much  to 
the  Family  of  a  certain  Remedy  in  the  Hands  of 
a  Danijh  Monk  called  Father  Cracman,  which  put 
a  Stop  to  all  Sorts  of  Mortifications  in  the  Space 
of  24  Hours,  that  they  fent  for  him  to  make  the 
Experiment.  He  applied  it  fix  Days  together, 
without  any  other  Succefs  than  to  fee  the  Gangrene 
increafe  in  the  fame  Manner  as  when  common  Re- 
medies are  ufed.  The  Putrefaction  extending  from 
the  Carnous  to  the  Membranous  Parts,  from  thence 
to  the  Vertebra  and  Medulla  Spinalis.  The  Pa- 
tient dy'd  the  19th  of  September  following,  having 
a  profound  Mortification  in  all  the  Paralytick  Parts 
which  had  fuffered  the  leaft  ComprefTion,  and  this 
without  any  Fever  or  bad  Symptom,  and  even 
without  Extinction  of  the  natural  Heat,  excepting 
in  thofe  Places  that  were  compreffed. 

REMARK. 

This  evidently  proves,  that  the  Parts  are"  not 
only  nourifhed  by  the  Blood,  but  that  Nutrition 
depends  as  much  at  leaft  upon  the  Influence  of  the 
Animal  Spirits  by  the  Nerves, 


Observ, 
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Observ.     XXXI. 

Upon  a  Wound  with  a  Sword  that  caufed  the  Death 
of  the  Patient^  tho'  atfirft  it  appeared  inconjiderable. 

THE  8th  of  January,  1688,  a  Soldier  was  fent 
to  the  Hofpital,  who  had  received  a  Wound 
that  pierced  the  Teguments  above  the  right  Clavi- 
cula,  and  dipt  over  the  Bone  without  mterefting 
any  other  Parts  in  all  Appearance. 

We  dilated  the  Wound  at  the  firft  Drefting,  and 
applied  the  common  Remedies  upon  fuch  Occa- 
sions. The  next  Day  the  Patient  was  feized  with  a 
Numbnefs  in  the  Arm,  on  that  Side  from  the  Shoul- 
der to  the  End  of  the  Fingers,  accompanied  with 
very  confiderable  Pain,  and  in  the  End  an  hard  Tu- 
mour was  formed  above  the  Wound,  extending 
from  the  Clavicula,  to  the  inferior  Part  of  the  lower 
Jaw. 

This  Tumour  was  refolved  in  Part  by  Topicks, 
and  fuppurated  by  the  Wound,  infomuch  that  it 
diflipated  ;  but,  at  the  fame  Time,  he  was  feized 
with  a  Poignant  Pain  on  the  left  Side  oppofite  to 
the  Wound,  attended  with  irregular  Shiverings, 
which  Symptoms  carried  him  off  in  five  Days. 

I  opened  the  Body,  and  found  that  the  Wound 
had  not  penetrated  the  Thorax,  neither  was  there 
any  Extravafation  on  that  Side,  that  is  to  fay  on 
the  Right ;  but  on  the  Left,  where  the  Pain  came 
Jaft,  the  Lobe  of  the  Lung  was  tilled  with  Pus  and 
entirely  putrified. 

F  4  K  E* 
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R  E  MAR  K. 

We  have  Reafon  to  imagine,  that  a  fmall  Por- 
tion of  the  Matter  which  formed  the  Tumour  on  the 
right  Side,  having  fuppurated  by  the  Wound, 
another  more  eonfiderable  Portion  was  tranflated  to 
the  left  Lobe,  where  it  was  abforbed  and  occafioned 
the  Gangrene. 
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Upon  a  Coke/ion  of  the  Vulva. 

THE  firft  of  April,  1693,  a  certain  Girl,  who 
declared  herfelf  a  Maiden,  tho'  in  Appearance 
fhe  feemed  to  have  born  Children,  came  to  con- 
fult  me  upon  what  was  neceffary  to  enlarge  the  Ori- 
fice of  the  Vagina,  the  Opening  whereof  would 
hardly  admit  of  my  Probe. 

I  advifed  her  to  fubmit  to  the  fame  Operation  I 
had  performed  two  Years  before  upon  a  Woman, 
who  had  the  like  Inconveniency,  by  indifcretely 
ufing  Aftringent  Medicines,  with  the  Intention  of 
contracting  the  Vulva,  which  had  been  extremely 
dilated,  by  an  hard  Labour  at  the  Hofpital. 

As  I  was  in  doubt,  whether  this  pretended  Mai- 
den had  not  made  Ufe  of  the  fame  Aftringents  to 
repair  the  Breaches  of  her  Virginity,  I  propofed  to 
employ  the  fame  Method,  which  had  happily  fuc- 
ceeded  in  deftroying  the  Coherences  and  Callofities 
occafioned  by  too  powerful  Aftringents,  in  the  Va- 
gina of  my  former  Patient. 

To 
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To  perform  this,  flic  was  laid  upon  rhe  fame 
Bed  where  Women  are  delivered,  and  her  Thighs 
held  at  a  Diftance  by  two  Servants,  and  then  I  di- 
lated the  fmall  Orifice,  with  a  Lancet,  as  much  as 
was  neceffary  to  introduce  a  hollow  Probe,  which 
being  pafs'd  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Vagina,  I  intro- 
duced a  crooked  Biftoury  by  means  of  the  firft  Di- 
latation, and  made  an  Incifion  upwards,  and  down- 
wards, in  the  Cohefion  and  Callofities,  which  I  af- 
terwards cut  off  in  fuch  Manner,  as  to  be  capa- 
ble of  introducing  a  Tent  an  Inch  and  half  in 
Circumference,  charged  with  Digeftive,  and  thus 
fhe  was  managed  till  the  Completion  of  the  Cure. 

REMARK. 

I  have  not  heard  whether  fhe  has  been  with  Child 
fince  the  Operation  ;  but  if  fhe  has,  it  mud  have 
been  a  difficult  Labour, 


Observ.     XXXIII. 

Upon  an  Aneurifm  after  Bleeding. 

IF  young  Students  can  reap  any  Advantage, 
from  the  feventh  Obfervation,  of  the  Manner 
in  which  I  operated  in  the  Cure  of  an  Aneurifm, 
made  by  the  Rupture  of  an  Artery,  at  the  Bend  of 
the  Arm,  which  we  commonly  call  a  falfe  Aneu- 
rifm •,  I  hope  they  will  likewife  reap  a  Benefit  from 
the  Operation  I  am  going  to  recite  in  the  true 
Aneurifm,  which  frequently  happens  after  Phlebo- 
tomy, 
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tomy,  when  the  Vein  is  fo  near  the  Artery,  that 
the  moil  experienced  in  the  Practice  of  that  Opera- 
tion, are  not  always  certain  of  opening  one,  with- 
out touching  the  external  Coat  of  the  other. 

This  Accident  happened  feven  Months  before, 
to  a  Lady  of  Melan,  who  was  brought  to  me  the 
25th  of  April 9  1695,  with  an  Aneurifmal  Tumour 
on  her  Arm,  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Goofe's  Egg, 
occafioned  by  that  unhappy  Bleeding. 

The  Operation,  fuitable  for  the  Cure  of  this  Tu- 
mour, being  refolved  upon  in  Confultation,  I  went 
a  few  Days  after  to  perform  it.  Mr.  Du  Vernay, 
Profeffor  in  the  Royal  Garden,  and  feveral  others 
being  prefent,  I  then  proceeded  in  the  following 
Manner. 

My  Dreffing  being  ready,  I  placed  the  Patient 
in  a  commodious  Situation,  then  defiring  my  Af- 
firmants to  hold  her  firm,  and  others  to  fecure  the 
Arm,  I  fixed  the  tourniquet  in  the  Manner  before 
defcribed  in  the  feventh  Obfervation,  and  made  an 
Incifion  into  the  Tumour,  longitudinally,  by  which 
Means  the  Aneurifmal  Cyftis  was  opened  in  its 
whole  Extent. 

I  afterwards  found  fome  Difficulty  in  the  Ope- 
ration more  than  I  had  done  in  the  former,  and  for 
two  Reafons. 

Firft,  becaufe  the  Patient  loft  her  Refolution  af- 
ter the  firft  Incifion,  fo  that  fhe  would  endure  no- 
thing afterwards,  but  what  was  done  by  Force, 
to  finiiri  the  Operation,  which  obliged  me  to  act 
more  precipitately  than  I  fhould  have  done.    . 

Secondly,  the  Aneurifmal  Cyftis  being  confide- 
rably  thickened,  and  as  hard  as  Horn,  prevented 
my  eafy  Difcovery  of  the  Body  of  the  Artery, 
which  I  was  to  tye  above  the  Aperture.  Never- 
thelefs,    when  I  had  emptied  the  coagulated  Blood 

con- 
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contained  in  the  Cyftis,  with  fome  famous  Serofity, 
I  cut  off  all  the  Callofity  with  my  Sciflbrs  ;  then 
loofening  the  Tourniquet,  I  difcovered  the  Opening 
in  the  Artery,  from  whence  the  Blood  proceeded, 
and  ordering  it  to  be  tightened  again,  I  paflfed  my 
crooked  Needle,  threaded  with  a  waxed  Thread, 
under  the  VefTel  above  the  Orifice  -,  and  drawing 
the  Thread,  tied  it  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  no  Blood 
ifTued  from  the  wounded  Artery. 

After  this  I  pafTed  another  Thread  under  it,    in 
the  fame  Place,    to  make  a  fecond  Ligature,    in 
Cafe  the  firft  mould  grow    loofe,    and   then   en- 
deavoured to  pafs  a  third  under  the  lower  Part  of 
the  Artery,  to  prevent  a  Reflux  of  Blood  from  the 
neighbouring  Anaftomofes,    bun  it  was  impoflible 
to  perfuade  the  Patient  to  endure  it,  and  was  there- 
Fore  obliged  to  finifh  the  Operation  as  foon  as  I 
could,    by  applying  the  fame  Medicines  and  Ban- 
dage to  the  Wound  mentioned  in  the  feventh  Ob- 
fervation,    and  then  ordered  the  Patient  to  be  put 
to  Bed,  leaving  two  Servants  to  relieve  each  other, 
to  keep  the  Artery  comprefTed  24  Hours.      My 
Reafon  for  this  was,  that,  notwithstanding  the  Li- 
gature was  fufficiently  tight,    I  obferved  a   fmall 
Stream  of  Blood,    which  might  flow  back  from 
the  inferior  Branch  of  the  Artery. 

I  removed  the  Drefling  next  Day  in  the  Prefence 
of  thofe  who  had  feen  the  Operation  performed  5 
we  had  no  Flux  of  Blood,  and  continued  to  drefs 
the  Wound  four  Days,  with  the  dry  Digeftive,  and 
afterwards  with  the  moid,  and  the  Ligature  fall- 
ing off  the  feventh  Day,  I  ufed  nothing  but  dry 
Lint  to  confolidate  the  Wound,  which  was  per- 
fectly healed  in  25  Pays. 

R  & 
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R  E  MA  R  K. 

I  remember  to  have  performed  the  fame  Ope- 
ration upon  a  Lad  at  Hotel  Dieu,  on  Account  of 
an  Aneurifm  in  the  Bend  of  the  left  Arm,  occa- 
fioned  likewife  by  Bleeding.  In  this  Cafe  I  made 
a  Ligature  upon  the  Artery,  and  drelfed  the  Wound 
regularly  afterwards  with  the  Remedies  mentioned 
before  ;  but  notwithstanding  all  my  Care,  a  Quan- 
tity of  foft  Flefh  grew  in  the  Wound,  which  fprung 
up  more  and  more,  as  I  endeavoured  to  deftroy 
it  by  Cathereticks  ;  and  this  even  to  the  twelfth 
Day  that  the  Flefh  feparated,  when  the  inferior 
Branch  of  the  Artery,  that  had  not  been  tied,  fur- 
nifned  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Blood,  that  the  Patient 
would  foon  have  loft  his  Life,  had  not  a  Surgeon 
been  prefent  to  flop  the  Bleeding  by  Means  of  a 
Button  of  Vitriol. 

This  Accident  ought  to  be  a  Caution  to  young 
Surgeons,  not  to  negled  tying  the  Artery  both 
above  and  below  the  Aperture  in  the  Operation  of 
the  Aneurifm  :  For  altho*  bad  Flefh  is  not  always 
engendered  to  prevent  the  Re-union  of  the  VelTel, 
yet  the  Poftibility  of  its  happening,  is  a  fufficient 
Precaution  for  Surgeons,  to  be  prepared  againft  an 
Accident,  that  may  coft  the^  Patient  his  Life,  af- 
ter enduring  a  painful  Operation. 


Qbserv, 


iff   S  U  R  G  E  R  Y.  tj 

Observ.     XXXIV. 

Upon  a  Volvulus  in  the  Inteftine  Jejunum. 

A  Young  Girl  was  troubled  with  frequent  Nau- 
feas  in  the  Month  of  March,  i6g6,  with- 
out any  Pain  in  the  lower  Belly,  but  only  violent 
Pains  in  the  Head.  The  Phyfician  lent  for  to 
remedy  thefe  Symptoms,  purged  her  twice  *,  by 
which,  fhe  feemed  to  be  better  for  the  Space  of 
twelve  Days  -,  then  her  Inclinations  to  vomit  at- 
tacked her  more  flrongly,  with  a  continual  Fever, 
together,  with  fuch  an  Heavinefs  in  the  Head, 
that  fhe  could  hardly  open  her  Eyes,  accompanied 
with  fuch  a  Drowfinefs,  that  it  could  not  be  inter- 
rupted, but  when  fhe  was  troubled  with  Hickups, 
that  excited  a  Vomiting  with  terrible  Cries.  She 
fwallowed  what  was  offered  her  tolerably  well  at  firfl, 
and  went  freely  backwards.  The  Medicines  exhibi- 
ted to  cure  this  Difeafe,  which  they  imagined  was  in 
the  Stomach,  were  unfuccefsful ;  and  the  real  Caufe 
of  it  was  unknown  till  her  Body  was  opened,  which 
I  was  fent  for  to  perform,  the  fecond  of  April  fol- 
lowing. 

I  began  by  opening  the  Abdomen,  where  I  found 
the  Principal  Vifcera,  as  the  Liver,  Spleen  and 
Kidneys  in  their  natural  State.  The  Stomach  was 
fo  much  diminifhed  in  Magnitude,  as  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  Colon  in  Diameter.  I  traced  the  Progrefs 
of  the  Inteflines,  and  towards  the  End  of  the  Jeju- 
num, found  one  of  thofe  Foldings  in  the  Inteflines, 

imp  re- 
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improperly  called  a  Volvulus  ^  difpofed  in  fuch  a 
Manner  that  the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Inteftinal 
Canal,  defcended  into  the  inferior,  in  the  Man- 
ner as  the  Finger  of  a  Glove  is  inverted,  and  the 
lower  Part  of  the  Inteftine  covering  the  upper, 
formed  a  Ring  refembling  that  of  the  Prepuce 
when  it  covers  only  half  of  the  Glans. 

I  had  Reafon  to  believe,  without  any  farther 
Examination,  that  this  Strangulation  of  the  In- 
teftine,  tho'  it  was  not  Total,  had  been  the  Caufe 
of  all  the  Symptoms  which  happened  to  this  Child, 
and  the  Occafion  of  its  Death.  Neverthelefs,  fince 
this  poor  Infant,  as  we  obferved  before,  had  vio- 
lent Pains  in  her  Head  and  other  Symptoms  de- 
noting a  Diftemper  in  the  Epigaftrium,  they  ob- 
liged me  to  open  the  Head  to  examine  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Brain,  where  I  found  no  other  Dis- 
order, than  a  Superabundant  Quantity  of  Serofity 
in  the  anterior  Venticles,  which  might'  perhaps 
be  extra vafated  by  the  Force  of  Vomiting,  and 
intercept  the  Circulation  of  the  Juices  in  the  Head 
for   a  fhort  time. 

It  is  very  probable  befides,  that  this  little  Creature 
had  languished  a  confiderable  Time  under  the  Dif- 
eafe  with  this  Strangulation  of  the  Inteftine  ;  and 
that  by  Reafon  of  the  Entrance  of  the  Inteftine  from 
above  downwards,  the  Obftruction  was  the  lefs 
exact,  and  {till  fuffered  fome  Parts  of  the  Aliments 
and  Excrements  to  pafs  thro'  it,  and  to  furnifli 
Matter  Sufficient  for  thofe  Dejections  the  Patient 
afforded. 

Some  Perfons,  prefent  at  this  Operation,  hear- 
ing us  fpeak  of  a  Knot  in  the  Inteftine,  laid  the 
Child  might  be  cured  by  two  different  Methods, 
either  by  making  her  fwallow  ponderous  Medi- 
cines, as  Balls  of  Lead,  or  Quickfilver,    or  by 

making 
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making  an  Incilion  in  the  Abdomen,  to  loofen  the 
Knot  of  the  Inteftine  ;  a  Part  of  Surgery  pretended 
to  be  practifed  with  Succefs,  tho'  upon  the  moll 
uncertain  Traditions. 

As  to  my  own  Part,  I  think  both  Methods 
impracticable  in  this  Cafe  ;  Firft,  the  Quickfilver 
and  Lead  might  pafs  to  the  ftrangulated  Part  with- 
out removing  the  Folding,  which  I  acknowledge  to 
have  been  from  above  downwards :  Befides,  obferv- 
ing,  that  when  I  had  unknotted  it  my  felf,  by  draw- 
ing the  Inteftine  in  that  Part,  the  natural  Spring  of 
it  was  fo  inverted,  that  it  returned  to  its  former 
Situation  when  I  had  quitted  it. 

REMARK. 

The  following  Confequence  may  be  from  hence 
deduced ;  fuppofe  a  ponderous  Body  capable  of 
lengthning  the  Inteftine  at  the  Place  where  it  was 
ftrangulated :  it  is  very  credible  that  the  fame 
Body  having  parTed  beyond  it,  that  Portion  of  the 
Interline  might  have  reftored  itfelf  to  the  fame 
State  of  Inverfion. 

With  Refpecl  to  the  Aperture  of  the  Abdomen 
to  loofen  this  Knot  in  the  Inteftine,  which  may  be 
termed  Gaftrotomy,  I  am  dubious  whether  it  was 
ever  practifed  with  Succefs.  Firft9  upon  Ac- 
count of  the  Difficulty  of  finding  the  Place  where 
the  Aperture  fiiould  be  made,  to  fix  dtre&ly  upon 
the  Inteftine  engaged.  But  this  Difficulty  confifts, 
in  that  the  Pain  of  the  Strangulation  may  be  com- 
municated throughout  the  Inteftinal  Canal  and  even 
to  the  Stomach,  as  it  happened  in  the  Cafe  I 
have  reported  ;  and  therefore  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  fix  upon  a  proper  Place  for  an  Incifion. 

Secondly? 
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Secondly,  that  this  Fold  inverting  the  Spring  of 
the  Interline,  it  would  confequently  happen,  that 
after  the  Solution  of  this  Knot  by  drawing  that 
Portion  of  the  entangled  Interline,  it  would  im- 
mediately return  upon  the  Interline's  being  left  to 
its  proper  Elafticity,  as  I  had  before  obferved  in 
opening  the  Body. 

The  Examples  cited  to  authorife  the  Succefs  of 
that  Operation,  have  had  no  other  Foundation,  in 
all  Appearance,  than  vulgar  Tradition  ill  fupport- 
ed,  by  preventing,  towards  unfolding  the  In- 
teftine, the  Reduction  fometimes  obliged  to  be 
made  upon  Account  of  Ventral  or  Umbilical 
Hernia. 

In  Fine,  if  it  be  true  that  this  Strangulation 
ever  gave  Way  in  other  Cafes,  which  we  have 
Reafon  to  doubt,  from  what  was  before  alledged; 
there  was  no  Indication  for  it  in  the  prefent  Cafe, 
fince  there  was  not  one  Symptom  correfpondent 
to  a  Diflemper  of  the  Interline,  and  that  all  of 
them  tended  to  confirm,  that  the  Seat  of  the  Di- 
flemper was  in  the  Stomach. 


Observ.     XXXV. 

Upon  opening  the  Body  of  a  Woman  big  with  Child, 

IWasfent  for  the  17th  of  Mzy  1695,  to  open 
the  Body  of  a  Woman  19  Years  of  Age, 
who,  having  been  afflicled  with  a  defperate  Hoarfe- 
nefs  for  a  Year  pad,  ventured  to  marry  notwiths- 
tanding, about  4  Months  before.     After  bleeding, 

and 
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and  taking  a  Vomit  fix  Days  before  her  Death, 
by  the  Advice  of  her  Phyfician,  fhe  found  her- 
felf  fo  much  relieved,  that  fhe  propofed  to  take  a 
little  Journey  to  accomplifh  a  Vow  fhe  had  made 
for  her  Recovery  ;  but  three  Nights  after  her 
Purgation,  fhe  fell  into  a  Kind  of  Lethargy, 
which  prevented  the  Adminiftration  of  either  fpi- 
ritual  or  corporal  Afliftance,  and  died  in  lefs  than 
half  an  Hour. 

REMARK. 

Having  opened  the  Abdomen,  I  found  in  the 
Womb,  which  was  lefs  thick  than  in  its  natural 
State,  a  Male  Child  of  about  fourteen  Weeks 
Growth,  the  Red  Colour  whereof  denoted  an  In- 
flammation, but  was  conformable  to  Nature  in 
all  other  Refpecls. 

Then  I  proceeded  to  open  the  Thorax,  whofe 
left  Cavity  was  filled  with  three  or  four  Pints  of 
Serofity,  in  which  that  Lobe  of  the  Lungs  floated 
without  being  much  altered.  On  the  right  Side 
the  Lungs  were  adherent  to  the  Pleura,  much  in- 
flated and  purulent.  Moreover,  the  Pericardium 
contained  double  the  natural  Quantity.  All  thefe 
Diforders  were  fenfible  Caufes  of  the  fudden  Suf- 
focation of  the  Patient. 


Obierv; 
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Upon  opening  the  Body   of  a  Woman  who  had  an 
extraneous  Subftance  in  the  Womb. 

IN  the  Month  of  April,  1696,  a  Midwife  of  my 
Acquaintance  was  fent  for,  to  fee  a  Woman, 
who  thought  herfelf  eleven  Months  gone  with  Child, 
and  felt  the  internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb  dilat- 
ed the  Breadth  of  a  Crown  and  more  \  and  a  car- 
nous  Subftance,  the  Extremity  whereof  prefented 
itfelf  in  fuch  a  Manner  at  this  Aperture,  that  as 
fhe  could  turn  her  Finger  around  it,  fhe  endeavour- 
ed  to  lay  hold  of  it  for  a  conliderable  Time,  in 
order  to  extract  it  from  the  Womb  ;  but  not  fuc- 
ceeding,  they  fent  for  Mr.  Clement,  Mailer  Sur- 
geon, and  one  well  fkilled  in  Midwifery,  who  made 
frefh  Attempts  to  the  fame  End,  and  having  un- 
fuccefsfully  attempted  it,  he  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  Woman  to  her  unhappy  Fate. 

It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  this  Patient  monthly 
difcharged  a  large  Quantity  of  Blood,  from  the 
Beginning  of  her  conceited  Pregnancy,  which  had 
extremely  weakened  her  :  So  that  after  many  fruit- 
lefs  Attempts  to  extract  this  extraneous  Body, 
being  more  and  more  extenuated,  fhe  came  to 
Hotel  Diet*,  where  fhe  died. 

J  opened  the  Body  and  found  a  flefhy  Subftance, 
adhering  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Womb,  of  the  Big- 
nefs  of  a  Bullock's  Heart,  covered  with  a  Membrane, 
which  feemed  to  be  an  Expanfion  of  the   internal 

Tunick 
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Tunick  of  the  Womb.  This  extraneous  Subftance 
had  a  Neck  belonging  to  it,  by  which  it  was  fatten- 
ed to  the  Womb,  and  much  fmaller  than  the 
Body  that  filled  its  Cavity,  the  Point  whereof  was 
produced  to  the  external  Orifice. 

This  Subftance  increafed  by  Means  of  four 
branches  of  Veins  and  Arteries  diftributed  in  it; 
the  Arteries  were  very  fmall,  but  the  Diameter 
of  the  Veins  as  large  as  the  Crural  when  cut 
acrofs. 

I  fplit  this  extraneous  Body,  and  found  a  con- 
fiderable  Cavity  in  the  Middle  of  it,  extending 
from  the  Balis  to  the  Point,  from  whence  the 
Veins  difcharged  the  Blood,  that  caufed  the  He- 
morrhage monthly  attending  the  Patient,  and  the 
Extremity  of  it  was  contufed  and  gangrened  by  the 
frequent  endeavours  to  extract  it. 


Observ.     XXXVII. 

Upon  an  Operation  for  the  Stone  ill  performed. 

A  Surgeon^  unexperienced  in  the  Practice  of 
Lithotomy •,  on  the  fourth  of  July,  1696,  at- 
tempted to  perform  that  Operation  upon  a  Girl 
feven  Years  old,  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr.  Afforti, 
Doctor  in  Phyfick,  of  the  Faculty  at  Paris,  and 
feveral  Surgeons,  who  attended  with  my  Mf. 

When  he  had  introduced  his  Conductors,  accord- 
ing to  Cuftom,    by  the   PafTage  of  the  Urethra, 
into  the  Bladder  and  felt  the   Stone,  he  (lid  his 
Forceps  between  the  Conductors,    and  feeling  a 
G  2  long 
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long  Time  for  the  Stone,  without  rinding  it,  there 
appeared  at  the  End  of  his  Forceps,  a  fmall  Lump 
of  mining  Flefh,  which  obliged  him  to  defift  ;  and 
when  he  had  thruft  this  Excrefence  back,  he  with- 
drew his  flrait  Forceps,  and  introduced  a  crooked 
Pair,  imagining  that  he  felt  the  Stone  towards  the 
fuperior  Part ;  but,  inftead  of  meeting  with  a  real 
Stone,  he  laid  hold  of  that  Portion  of  Flefh  which 
then  appeared  to  be  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pullet's 

Egg. 

I  was  aware  of  the  Accident,  and  defired  the 
Operator,  without  taking  Notice  to  the  Afiiftants, 
to  dcCiH  from  endeavouring  to  extract  the  Stone, 
which  "might  perhaps  appear  of  its  own  accord  in 
the  Suppuration  *,  and  when  he  had  gently  prefs'd 
the  flefhy  Subftance  back,  which  appeared  exter- 
nally, the  Patient  was  put  into  Bed,  and  died  a 
few  Hours  after,  tortured  with  violent  Vomitings, 
and  Convulfions,  and  would  infallibly  have  pe- 
rifhed  under  the  Hands  of  the  Operator  had  he 
continued  his  Handy- work. 

I  opened  the  Body  of  the  Child  next  Day,  and 
found  the  Botom  of  the  Bladder  fo  lacerated,  that 
the  Hole  would  admit  of  an  Egg,  by  which  Means, 
the  Stone  was  loft  and  lodged  in  the  Abdomen, 
having  been  crufhed  in  Pieces  by  the  Forceps. 
It  was  likewife  thro'  this  Orifice;  that  a  Por- 
tion of  the  II ion  was  produced  to  the  external 
Aperture,  of  the  Bignefs  of  an  Egg  :  The  Action  of 
the  Diaphragma,  and  Mufcles  of  the  Epigaftrium, 
perpetually  tending  to  protrude  the  Parts  contained 
in  the  Abdomen  from  above  downwards,  thro'  all 
the  Vents  wherewith  it  could  meet. 


REMARKS. 
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REMARKS. 

In  order  to  make  Tome  Remark  upon  the  un- 
happy Event  of  this  Operation,  that  may  be  of 
Service  to  Surgeons  who  Practice  Lithotomy  -,  we 
mud  firft  confider,  what  was  the  Caufe  of  lace- 
rating the  Bottom  of  the  Bladder  ;  and  fecondly, 
what  is  necefTary  to  be  done  to  prevent  the  like 
Misfortune. 

This  Child's  Bladder  was  torn  at  the  Bottom 
by  the  Extremity  of  the  Conductors,  which  the 
Operator  indifcreetly  quitted  when  he  endeavoured 
to  introduce  his  Forceps  into  the  Bladder,  and 
this  Laceration  was  afterwards  enlarged  by  the 
Forceps  themfelves  in  feeking  for  the  Stone,  whofe 
Subftance  was  fo  foft,  as  to  be  crufhed  in  Pieces  be- 
tween the  Teeth  of  the  Inftrument,  without  being 
perceived  by  the  Operator. 

So  fatal  an.  Accident  ought  to  inftruct  Lithoto- 
mifls,  that  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  hold 
their  Conductors  firm  in  the  left  Hand,  whilfl  they 
introduce  the  Forceps  with  the  Right  into  the  Blad- 
der, fo  that  the  left  Hand  fhould  perform  an  Acti- 
on contrary  to  the  other.  The  Method  of  doing 
this,  is  by  holding  the  Conductors  in  the  Place 
where  they  Crofs,  left,  being  thruft  too  far  into 
the  Bladder,  they  may  lacerate  the  Bottom  of  it  •, 
as  it  happened  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  whilfl  the  O- 
perator  performs  a  contrary  Motion  with  his  right 
Hand,  which  is  to  pufh.  the  Forceps  forward  into 
the  Bladder,  by  Means  of  the  Conductors,  which 
thus  remaining  firm  and  fleady,  can  never  offend 
it. 


G  3  Observ 
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Observ.     XXXVIII. 

Upon  the  Bite  of  a  Viper, 

Q^OME  Years  ago  a  certain  Apothecary  was 
{3  bit  by  a  Viper,  which  Accident  was  occafioned 

in  the  following  Manner. 

His  Apprentice  having  prepared  three  Vipers 
that  were  lent  for  in  hail  while  he  was  abroad,  un- 
fortunately left  their  Heads  upon  the  Counter  with- 
out crufhing  them  in  Pieces.  The  Apothecary 
upon  his  Return  Home  was  willing  to  firing  them 
that  they  might  dry,  not  thinking  they  were  flill 
in  a  Condition  to  wound  him.  He  fining  two 
of  them,  and  the  third  bit  him  in  the  Middle  of  the 
Thumb,  whilfl  he  was  endeavouring  to  place  it 
upon  the  String  with  the  other  two. 

He  no  fooner  felt  himfelf  wounded,  but  he  match- 
ed the  Head  from  his  Hand,  and  immediately 
began  to  provide  againfl  the  Accidents  that  might 
enfue,  both  by  the  Application  of  external  and 
the  Ufe   of  internal  Medicines, 

To  this  End,  he  made  the  Wound  bleed  plenti- 
fully, making  a  Ligature  above  it,  and  then  covered 
it  with  a  Plaifler  of  the  befl  Theriaca,  and  fwal- 
lowed  a  lage  Dofe  of  the  fame,  drinking  a  Glafs 
of  generous  Wine  upon  it. 

Then  he  placed  himfelf  near  the  Fire,  to  pre- 
fent  his  Finger  to  it  according  to  the  old  Maxr 
im,  Venerium  attrahitur  abigne.  He  had  not  long 
remained  there  before  he  was  feized  with  a  Hidden 

faintnefsa 
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Faintnefs,  which  obliged  him  to  go  out  to  take  the 
Air,  and  fitting  down  he  found  himfelf  preffed, 
as  tho'  it  had  been  by  a  Barr,  both  before  and 
behind,  and  then  endeavouring  to  rife,  his  Legs 
failed  him,  and  they  were  obliged  to  carry  him 
to  Bed,  where  he  breathed  with  Difficulty. 

After  this,  he  vomited  twice  a  yellowifh  kind 
of  Matter,  and  then  loft  his  Senfes,  which  foon 
returning,  he  was  feized  with  a  general  Shivering, 
and  remained  in  this  Condition  from  ten  o'  Clock 
in  the  Morning  till  eleven  at  Night.  Two  Phy- 
ficians  of  his  Acquaintance,  during  this  Interval, 
prefcribed  him  competent  Dofes  of  Volatile  Salts, 
and  Powder  of  Vipers  in  a  Glafs  of  old  Wine, 
or  in  a  proper  Vehicle,  till  his  Pulfe  beginning 
to  return,  and  the  Heat  fenfible  at  the  Extremities, 
thefe  Gentlemen  ordered  him  to  retrench  the  Ufe 
of  thofe  Remedies  which  had  too  great  an  Ac- 
tivity. 

An  univerfal  Sweat  enfued,  which  was  followed 
by  a  violent  fwelling  upon  the  Arm  and  Hand, 
together,  with  the  whole  Side  that  was  Bit,  below 
the  Navel,  accompanied  with  a  very  black  Ecchy- 
mq/is  upon  the  whole  Skin  of  thofe  Parts. 

Thefe  Symptoms  difappeared  by  the  Ufe  of  Fo- 
mentations made  with  Volatile  Spirit  of  Vipers, 
Urine,  ththeftTberiacx  and  rectified  Spirit  of  Wine, 
continued  for  three  Weeks,  together  with  the 
internal  Medicines.  After  which,  the  Patient  per- 
fectly recover'd. 

R  E  M  A  R  K  S. 

The  Expofition  of  this  Fact  ought  to  infinuate 

two  Things :  Ftrft,  That   it  is  from  the  Viper  it 

felf  the  mod  efficacious  Specihxks  againfl:  the  Poi- 

fon  of  that  Animal  are  extracted.     Secondly,  That 

G  4  not 
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not  a  Moment  mould  be  loft  to  put  them  in  ufe, 
left  the  Diforder  occafioned  by  that  fubtil  Poifon  in 
the  Blood  of  the  Patient  mould  be  irreparable  from 
the  beft  Medicines. 

As  to  the  Poifon  of  this  Animal,  the  Ancients 
are  fo  confufed,  that  it  is  Difficult  to  gather  any 
confident  Notions  from  them,  even  from  M.  Au- 
relius  Severinus,  who  wrote  the  beft  upon  that  Sub- 
ject. Van  Helmont  conjectured  the  Poifon  to  be 
rather  of  an  ideal  and  imaginary  Nature  than 
Material  ;  and  that  it  did  not  arife  from  any  par- 
ticular phyfical  Property  in  the  Juices  of  the  Viper  5 
but  from  a  peculiar  Determination  and  Efficacy 
given  them  by  the  enraged  Spirits.  Signior  Redi, 
an  Italian  1  took  a  better  Method  and  governed 
his  Opinion  by  Experiment  and  Fads.  After  many 
Trials  he  found  the  Conceit  of  the  enraged  Spirits 
to  be  a  mere  Delufion,  becaufe,  after  the  Saliva , 
in  which  he  fuppofed  the  Poifon  to  be  lodged,  had 
been  preffed  our,  by  a  Bite  or  two,  and  exhaufted, 
all  the  Rage,  in  which  the  Creature  could  be  put, 
could  not  make  it  hurtful.  But  notwithftanding 
fuch  convincing  Facts  Monfteur  Cbarras,  a  French- 
man, fell  into  Van  Hdmonfs  Conceit,  and  pretended 
to  fupport  it  by  Experiments,  but  with  very  little 
Credit,  efpecially,  fmce  Dr.  Mead>  in  his  EJJay  on 
Poifons,  has  put  the  Matter  entirely  out  of  Difpute. 

Signior  Real,  to  prove  that  the  Action  of  the 
Poifon  does  not  proceed  from  the  Rage  of  the  Ani- 
mal, but  from  the  Activity  of  the  Volatile  Salts 
contained  in  a  Liquor  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Twangs,  makes  ufe  of  the  following  Experi- 
ment. 

He  collected  fome  of  this  Liquor  from  the  Heads 
of  feveral  Vipers,  and  having  prepared  fome 
fmall  fplinters  of  Wood,  left  them  to  be  impreg- 
nated 
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nated  with  this  Liquor.  He  fuftered  them  after- 
wards to  dry  for  a  confiderable  Time,  then  thruft- 
ing  one  of  thefe  Splimers  into  the  Bread  of  a 
Pigeon,  the  Animal  in  a  fliort  Time  died,  as  tho* 
it  had  been  bit  by  a  living  Viper. 


Oeserv.     XXXIX. 

Upon  a  Pain  in  the  right  Hypocondrium. 

THE  14th  of  September,  1695,  I  was  fent 
for  to  the  Son  of  the  Prefident  Mr.  Chare- 
ton,  who  had  been  a  long  time  afflicted  with  a  fixed 
Pain  in  the  right  Hypocondrium,  and  in  the  lateral 
Part  of  the  Epigaftrium,  on  the  fame  Side,  accompa- 
nied with  a  violent  Fever,  and  irregular  Shiverings. 
There  was  an  Oedematous  Tumour  likewife,  on 
that  Part  where  the  Pain  was  fixed,  by  which, 
the  diftemper'd  Side  might  be  eaiiiy  diftinguifh- 
ed. 

His  Phyfician  and  my  Mf,  confulted  together 
upon  his  Difeafe,  and  agreed,  that  the  Pain  being 
conftantly  fixed  in  the  fame  Place  againft  the  Liver, 
we  had  Reafon  to  prefume  that  this  Vifcus  was  af- 
fected with  a  Phlegmon,  which  had  already  a  Ten- 
dency to  fuppurate ;  and  in  order  to  refolve  and 
difilpate  the  Flatus  of  the  Oedema,  that  prevented 
us  from  judging,  by  the  Touch,  of  what  pafTed  in- 
ternally, we  agreed  to  apply  equal  Parts  of  EmpL 
de  cicuta  fc?  Melilot  to  the  Tumour. 

Three  Days  after  this  Application,  I  could 
perceive  a  Collection  of  Pus  at  the  Bottom  of  the 

Swelling, 
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Swelling,  but  the  Fluctuation  feemed  to  be  very 
deep  ;  I  therefore  applied  the  Plaifter  with  the 
Gums,  incorporated  with  Mercury. 

Being  farther  convinced,  a  few  Days  after,  that 
there  was  an  internal  Impoftumation,  I  propofed  a 
Confultation  upon  this  Diftemper  with  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  Beffiere^  to  agree  upon  the  moil  proper 
Method  to  be  taken  for  the  Difcharge  of  the 
Matter. 

The  Twenty-fecond  of  the  fame  Month,  which 
was  the  eighth  Day  of  his  being  under  my  Care, 
I  met  Mr.  Befjiere  at  the  Patient's,  and  we  refolved 
to  open  the  Abfcefs  by  Cauftick,  upon  which  I 
laid  a  Train  of  Lapis  Infernalis  upon  the  Part  we 
agreed  on,  and  left  it  till  eight  in  the  Evening, 
when  we  were  to  meet  again  to   remove  the  Dref- 

Then  perceiving  that  the  Cauftick  had  pro- 
duced the  delired  Effect,  I  opened  the  Flefh  with  a 
Lancet,  and  came  to  the  Cavity  that  contained 
the  Pus,  which  difcharged  above  two  Quarts.  It 
was  of  the  Colour  of  Milk  and  almoft  as  thin, 
but  mixed  at  the  fame  Time  with  fmall  Adipous 
Particles,  proceeding  from  the  Epiploon,  a  Porti- 
on whereof  was  difTolved,  and  deftroyed  by  the 
Suppuration  of  this  large  Abfcefs. 

Then  I  introduced  my  Fore-finger  into  the  Aper- 
ture, which  was  confiderable,  and  perceived  a 
Lofs  of  Part  of  the  Subftance  of  the  fmall  Lobe 
of  the  Liver,  which  would  admit  of  three  Fingers, 
and  indeed  Mr.  BeJJlere  and  myfelf  each  of  us  in- 
troduced three  Fingers,  and  obferved  that  a  great 
Tsl umber  of  VefTels  of  all  Sorts  were-  bare  and 
uncovered,  and  that  their  Texture  was  fmooth,  fofc 
and  moid. 

I 


in    S  U  R  G  E  R  Y.  ^i 

I  make  this  Remark  on  Account  of  another 
Patient  of  Mr.  Beffiere's  whom  he  had  under  his 
Care  at  the  fame  Time,  and  was  willing  I  mould 
vifit.  This  Patient  had  likewife  loft  a  Part  of  the 
Subftance  of  the  Liver  by  Means  of  an  Abfcefs ; 
but  the  Condition  of  the  Veffels  difcovered  at  the 
Bottom,  was  very  different ;  being  dry  and  parch- 
ed, as  tho'  they  had  been  roafted. 

Befides,  the  Matter  difcharged  from  this  Abfcefs 
in  a  large  Quantity,  appeared  of  the  Colour  and 
Confidence  of  Lees  of  Wine,  which  gave  us  oc- 
cafion  to  make  a  very  bad  Prognoftick,  founded 
upon  the  Authority  of  Hippocrates  and  repeated 
Experience.  Neither  was  it  ten  Days  after  the 
Aperture,  but  he  was  tormented  with  Gripings  in 
the  Abdomen,  which  were  foon  fucceeded  with  an 
abundant  Flux  of  purulent  Matter  below.  Irregu- 
lar Shiverings  followed,  and  the  Fever  increafed 
to  that  Height,  that  the  Wound  became  dry, 
and  the  Patient  died  the  fourteenth  Day  after  'the 
Operation. 

Affairs  proceeded  in  a  different  Manner  with 
the  former  ;  the  Difference  of  the  Excretions  and 
other  Symptoms,  obliged  us  to  make  a  more  fa- 
vorable Prognoftick  of  the  Event  of  the  Diftem- 
per  ;  this  being  a  Cyftical  Impoftumation,  there 
was  no  Expanfion  of  Pus  in  the  Abdomen  •,  the 
Matter  grew  thicker  by  Degrees,  and  daily  ap- 
peared more  laudable,  and  in  a  better  Condition. 
I  dreffed  him  conftantly  twice  per  Day,  with 
Injections  of  Vulnerary  Water,  with  which  I 
mixed,  each  Time,  ten  or  twelve  Drops  of  Flora- 
ventis  Balfam,  which  has  the  Property  of  refilling 
Putrefaction  beyond  any  other  Medicine,  and 
filled  the  Wound  with  Doffils  tied  with  Thread, 
to  prevent:  their  falling  into  the  Cyftis,  and    that 
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I  might  extract  them  with  the  greater  Facility, 
tho'  the  Number  ought  to  be  reckoned  that  are 
put  into  the  Wound  when  it  is  drefTed.  Thefe 
Doflils  being  covered  at  firft  with  a  digeftive 
Ointment,  compofed  of  Herebenthine  warned  with 
Spirit  of  Wine,  Powder  ofMyrthand  Aloes,  Oil 
of  Eggs,  Gum  Elemi,  and  the  Yolks  of  raw 
Eggs,  to  give  it  the  better  Confidence,  and 
Pledgets  arm'd  with  the  fame  Remedy,  covering 
the  whole  with  a  refolvent  Plaifter  mixed  with 
Diachylon. 

When  he  had  been  drefifed  a  Week  in  this  Man- 
ner, the  Suppuration  confiderably  advanced,  and 
then  I  made  Ufe  of  the  ling.  Mund.  ex  Appio,  to 
incarnate  the  Wound,  which  being  filled  with 
Fungous  Flefh.  I  took  care  to  fupprefs,  by  com- 
mon Cathereticks,  and  at  laft,  ufed  the  Plaifter 
of  St.  Andrew  upon  the  Crofs,  which  aflifled  much 
towards  the  Cicatrization. 

During  this  Treatment  his  Phyfician  had  a  pe- 
culiar Regard  to  his  Regimen  of  Diet;  at  firft  he 
uied  Jelly  of  Hartfhorn,  and  Soops  made  of  old 
Fowls  and  Partridge,  to  prevent  a  Diarrhea.  His 
Appetite  recovering  foon  after,  they  altered  his 
Diet,  and  fufTered  him  to  eat  boiled  Meat,  and 
to  drink  a  little  Wine  and  Water,  and  toward  the 
End  of  the  Cure  he  was  gently  purged  three  or 
four  Times.  By  a  Continuance  of  this  Regimen, 
the  Patient  recovered  in  two  Months  •,  and  tho'  he 
was  fixty  Years  of  Age  at  that  Time,  he  has  fince 
enjoyed  a  good  State  of  Health. 


Observ. 
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Upon  another  Ahfcefs  in  the  Region  of  the  Liver. 

THE  15th  of  Off.  1696,  I  was  fent  for  to 
fee  a  Man  who  had  aTumour  in  the  Re- 
gion of  the  Liver,  under  the  Direction  of  a  Phy- 
iician,  who  was  willing  to  aflift  him  fometimes 
with  his  Opinion. 

This  Patient  had  been  troubled  with  a  (low 
Fever  ten  Weeks,  accompanied  with  a  fixed  Pain 
on  the  right  Side  of  the  Cartilago  Xiphoides,  with  a 
circumfcribed  Callofity  -,  and  what  threw  him  into 
a  compleat  Atrophy,  was,  an  abfolute  Diftafte 
to  all  kinds  of  Nourifhment. 

Having  feen  him  two  Days  fucceffively,  that 
I  might  judge  the  better  of  his  Cafe,  I  refolved 
to  purfue  that  general  Maxim  in  Medicine,  which 
allows  that  the  Diftemper  is  generally  fituated 
where  the  Pain  is  felt ;  confidently  prefuming  that 
there  was  an  hidden  Abfcels  in  that  Place,  where 
the  Pain  and  Hardnefs  had  fubfifted  for  fo  long  a 
Time. 

Full  of  this  Notion,  I  laid  a  Train  of  Cauflick 
upon  the  Tumour,  which  I  left  upon  the  Part, 
till  it  had  produced  its  Effect:.  Then  having  remov- 
ed it  before  :it  had  made  any  Imprefllon  upon  the 
Skin,  I  thought  it  however  proper,  not  to  defer 
the  Opening,  and  inftantly  ufed  an  Impoftumation 
Lancet,  with  which  I  opened  the  Teguments,  and 
then  gradually  dividing  the  Mufcles   and  Perito- 


5)4  OBSERVATIONS 

nceum,  I  foon  came  to  the  Matter,  a  Pint  whereof 
was  difcharged  of  a  laudable  Confidence,  and  had 
made  an  Imprefllon  upon  the  Superficies  of  the 
fmall  Lobe  of  the  Liver,  the  Bignefs  of  a  Crown, 
without  leaving  the  VefTels  bare,  which  was  fenfi- 
bly  perceived. 

Thefe  Circumftances  feemed  to  promife  an  hap- 
py Refult ;  neverthelefs,  as  the  Patient  was  very 
poor,  ill  nourifhed,  and  expofed  to  Cold  in  the 
midfl  of  a  Garden,  and  whole  Diftance  from  me, 
prevented  my  feeing  him  every  Day,  tho'  the  Ulcer 
feemed  to  take  the  moft  happy  turn  we  could 
wifh  for,  during  a  Fortnight.  At  length  a  Fever 
fupervened,  with  irregular  Shiverings,  the  Ulcer 
became  dry,  and  of  a  bad  Colour,  and  the  Symp- 
toms increafed  fo  fuddenly,  and  fo  confiderably, 
that  he  died  twenty  Hours  after  opening  the 
Abfcefs. 

R  E  MAR  K. 

The  ill  Succefs  attending  this  Management, 
ought  to  ferve  as  an  Inftru&ion  to  Surgeons  to 
be  always  refer ved  in  their  Prognofticks  upon  the 
Event  of  Diftempers  in  the  principal  Cavities  ; 
their  Infpe&ion  not  being  fufficiently  penetrating, 
to  determine  what  happens  at  the  Bottom  of 
them. 


Observ. 
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Observ,     XLI. 

Upon  an  Ahfcefs  in  the  Liver. 

TH  E  Twenty-fourth  of  September  in  the  Year 
1 694,  Dr.  Lamery,  celebrated  for  his  Chy- 
mical  and  Pharmaceutical  Operations,  defired  me 
to  accompany  him  to  fee  a  Patient  who  had  a 
Tumour  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pullet's  Egg,  a  little 
below  and  on  one  Side  the  Cartilago  Xiphoides,  at- 
tended with  a  profound  Hardnefs,  Rednefs,  and 
Inflammation  of  the  Teguments. 

He  had  confulted  feveral  Surgeons,  who  all  told 
him  that  his  Diftemper  might  be  attended  with  un- 
happy Confequences ;  but  none  had  fo  much  a- 
larmed  him  as  an  old  Surgeon  in  the  Faux-Bourg 
St.  Germain^  who  imagines  himfelf  the  only  Ar- 
tift  in  the  Profeflion.  This  Surgeon  having  afTured 
him,  that  the  Tumour  was  an  incurable  Aneurifm, 
the  Increafe  whereof  it  was  impoflible  to  prevent, 
without  wearing  a  Plate  of  Tin  upon  it,  which 
mould  be  concave  next  the  Tumour,  and  a  little 
Convex  on  the  out  Side,  to  be  fixed  about  his 
Body,  with  proper  Tapes  to  fecure.it. 

He  wore  this  Bandage  for  a  Fortnight  with 
Abundance  of  Inconveniency,  by  Reafon,  that  this 
Compreffion,  inftead  of  diminifhing  the  Pain  and 
Pulfation,  had  confiderably  increaled  thefe  Symp- 
toms, which  obliged  the  Patient  to  leave  him, 
after  paying  him  ten  Crowns  he  demanded 
for  this  Machine,  which  had  been  of  no  Service 

to 
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to  the  Patient.  The  Compreflion  occafioned  by  it 
proved  accidentally  of  Service,  as  it  made  the 
Sign  of  a  Phlegmon  more  confpicuous  •,  by  which 
Means,  I  discovered  this  Tumour  not  to  be 
Aneurifmal,  but  a  fuppurated  Abfcefs,  that  re- 
quired only  to  be  opened,  and  therefore  refolved 
to  perform  the  Operation  that  Inftant,  upon  the 
Patient's  Submifilon,  that  I  might  ad  as  I  pleafed 
in  the  Cure  :  Therefore,  I  took  an  impoftume  Lan- 
cet, and  plunged  it  into  the  Tumour,  which 
I  did  not  withdraw  till  I  perceived  the  Pus,  and 
had  opened  the  Abfcefs  in  its  full  Extent.  This 
Abfcefs  contained  no  more  than  half  a  Porrin- 
ger of  reddifh  Matter,  -mixed  with  Streaks  of 
a  laudable  Whitenefs.  This  Pus  being  evacuat- 
ed I  readily  perceived  an  Impreflion  it  had 
made  upon  the  fmall  Lobe  of  the  Liver,  of  the 
Bignefs  of  a  Crown.  I  filled  the  Wound  with 
foft  Doflils  made  with  fmall  Parcels  of  dried 
Linnen  torn  in  Pieces,  to  ftop  the  Gleetings  of 
fome  blood  Veffels ;  then  1  applied  the  refol- 
vent  Plaifter,  and  a  Comprefs  upon  it,  the  whole 
being  fupported  by  a  Napkin  around  the  Body, 
and  the  Scapulary. 

During  the  Treatment  of  this  Diflemper,  the 
Patient  was  nourifhed  with  fucculent  Broth,  and 
for  his  drink,  a  Ptifan  compofed  of  Scorzonera 
Root,  Grafs  Root  and  Liquorice.  Befides  this, 
we  added  a  Cord?al  Potion,  made  with  Aq.  Scab. 
and  Aq.  Card.  Bened.  in  which  an  Ounce  of  Conf. 
Alkerm.  and  Syr.  of  Cloves  was  difTolved. 

A  Week  after  opening  the  Abfcefs  they  allowed 
him  a  moderate  diet  *,  and  tho'  after  this  Time 
he  was  indifferent  as  to  the  Regimen,  he  recovered 
within  the  Space  of  three  Weeks. 

REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

It  appears  from  the  prefent  Obfervation,  that 
the  moft  able  Surgeons  are  liable  to  miftake  in 
their  Opinions  of  Tumours,  and  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  miflead  by  falfe  Appearances  :  For  the  Sur- 
geon who  judged  this  Tumour,  of  which  I  have 
been  Ipeaking,  to  be  an  Aneurifm,  is,  notwith- 
flanding,  a  Man  fkilled  and  experienced  in  his 
Art,  tho'  he  has  a  much  greater  Opinion  of  him- 
felf  than  he  ought  to  have.  His  whole  Judgment 
was  founded  upon  the  Pulfation  he  felt  in  the  Tu- 
mour, which  was  plainly  manifeft,  but  not  how- 
ever ftrong  enough  to  indicate  an  Aneurifm,  con- 
fidering  the  other  Symptoms  characterising  a  Phleg- 
mon, which,  confequently,  ought  to  have  induced 
him  to  give  a  different  Opinion  of  the  Tumour. 


Observ,     XLIL 

Upon  a  Frathire  on  the  Leg. 

TH  E  eighth  of  November  1694,  I  was  fent  for 
to  fee  a  Gentlewoman  who  had  both  Bones 
or  the  right  Leg  fractured  in  the  inferior  Part, 
with  a  considerable  Wound,  and  a  large  Contufion, 
occafioned  by  a  Pile  of  Wood  which  fell  upon 
this  Perfon  and  26  or  27  more,  23  whereof  died 
upon  the  Spot,  and  the  Reft  terribly  wounded, 
amongffc  others*  the  Patient  of  whom  we  are 
ipeaking. 

H  The 
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The  inferior  Part  of  the  Tibia  was  feparated  from 
its  Articulation  with  the  Aftragallus,  and  was  fo 
much  diftorted  that  it  could  not  be  reduced  to 
its  proper  Place,  and  the  Points  of  feveral  Frag- 
ments of  Bone  had  lacerated  and  entirely  deftroyed 
the  Extenfors  of  the  Foot,  and  were  fixed  into 
the  Flem  ;  fo  that  after  I  had  extracted  all  the 
Pieces,  that  were  wholly  feparated,  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  inferior  Part  of  the  Tibia  in  this  bad 
Situation,  not  being  able  to  alter  it. 

A  Leg  in  this  Condition,  according  to  the 
Rules  of  good  Practice,  ought  to  be  amputated, 
therefore  I  propofed  a  Confultation,  and  Mr. 
BeQiere  being  fent  for,  we  concluded  upon  the 
Amputation,  Mr.  Gigot,  fworn  Surgeon,  was  like- 
wife  of  the  fame  Opinion. 

Nothing  more  remained  now  but  to  make  the 
Patient  refolve  to  undergo  the  Operation  ;  but 
all  the  Reafons  we  could  alledge  ancj  the  Remon- 
ftrances  we  could  make  to  perfuade  her  to  it 
could  not  prevail,  and  I  was  conftrained  to  exer- 
cife  my  Patience  a  long  time  by  drefling  her  with 
an  eighteen  tail  Bandage,  and  with  fuch  Medicines 
as  refill  Putrefaction,  which  was  much  to  be 
apprehended,  on  Account  of  the  large  Contufion 
of  the  Flem.  To  this  End  I  dipped  the  Pledgets 
in  Brandy,  and  armed  them  afterwards  with  melted 
Storax,  dipping  the  ComprefTes  in  the  fame  Li- 
quor. 

She  fuffered  exceffive  Pains  notwithstanding, 
and  a  Fortnight  paffed  before  I  could  leave  her, 
being  obliged  to  remove  the  Dreflings  three  or 
four  Times  per  Day  to  refrefh  the  Limb. 

At  this  Time  the  Perone,  which  till  now  had 
fupported  itfelf  tolerably  well,  began  to  afford 
us  fome  Employment  i  a  ^Splinter   of  this  Bone, 

which 
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which  was  feparated  from  the  whole,  having  occa- 
fioned  a  very  considerable  Abfcefs,  which  I  opened 
from  the  middle  of  the  Leg,  to  the  external 
Ankle,  and  then  extracted  the  Piece  of  Bone  that 
was  loofe. 

In  fhort,  a  Fortnight  after,  we  had  a  laudable 
Digeftion,  the  mundified  Flefh  was  of  a  Florid 
Colour,  and  I  drew  out  the  Splinters  of  Bone  in 
Proportion  as  they  offered  themfelves. 

The  Dreflings  now  became  more  eafy,  and 
the  Cavities  filling  with  Flefh,  I  found  there  was 
no  Necefiity  for  any  thing  more  than  dry  Lint, 
till  the  Exfoliation  of  the  inferior  Part  of  the  Tibia, 
which  happened  about  two  Months  after  the  Wound 
was  received.  In  this  large  Piece  of  Bone  the  whole 
Cavity  of  it,  which  refts  upon  the  Aftragallus,  was 
vifible,  and  the  Apyhyfe  forming  the  internal  Ankle. 
I  drefTed  her  two  Months  longer  after  this,  in 
which  Time  all  the  Ulcers  were  cicatrifed. 

From  that  Time  fhe  has  remained  in  the  Con- 
dition predicted  by  Mr.  Beffiere  and  my  felf,  that 
is,  with  a  large  Leg  incapable  of  Motion,  endur^ 
ing  confiderable  Pains,  fometimes  obliged  to  ufc 
Crutches  to  go  from  one  Place  to  another:  In- 
ftead  of  which,  by  the  Amputation  we  propofed, 
fhe  might  have  efcaped  thofe  incredible  Pains  fhe 
endured,  during  fo  tedious  a  Treatment,  have  been 
foon  cured,  and  would  have  been  in  a  Condition 
to  walk  foon  after^with  eafe. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

We  ought  to  infer  from  this  Obfervation,  that 

we  cannot  do  better  in  a  Parallel  Cafe,  than   to 

amputate   the  Leg  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  that 

the  Operation  ought  to  be  infilled  upon  in  Oppo- 

H  2  fition 
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fition  to  the  Patient's  Refufal,  who  often  perifh 
during  fuch  Management,  when  the  Operation  is 
deferred  *,  or,  if  they  chance  to  efcape,  are  general- 
ly the  firft  who  attribute  the  Impotency  of  the 
Limb  to  a  bad  Method.  So  that,  befides  the 
Trouble  and  Pain  taken  by  Surgeons  in  attend- 
ing a  tedious  Cure,  they  ftill  have  the  Diffatisfaclion 
of  being  blamed,  and  to  fee  their  Care  ill  ac- 
knowledged, notwithftanding  the  moft  juft  Rea- 
fons  they  can  alledge  in  their  Juftification. 
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Observ.     XLIIL 

Upon  an  extraordinary  Lithotomy. 

THE  eleventh  of  December  1694,  I  was  fent 
for  to  probe  a  young  Lad  who  was  reduc- 
ed to  an  extreme  Weaknefs,  as  well  by  the  ex- 
cefilve  Pains  occaftoned  by  a  Stone  I  had  felt  in 
his  Bladder,  when  I  probed  him  before,  as  by 
the  Ufe  of  Remedies  to  diffolve  it,  tho*  unfuccefs  - 
fully,  notwithftanding  the  Appearances  feemed  fa- 
vourable in  behalf  of  thefe  Remedies. 

For  which  Reafon  thofe  who  attended  the  Pa- 
tient could  not  forbear  attributing  the  Difcharge  of 
feveral  fmall  Fragments  of  Stones  by  the  Urethra 
to  the  Action  of  this  Medicine.  Neverthelefs, 
Mr.  Afforty^  Doctor  in  Phyfick  of  the  Faculty  of 
Paris,  who  was  called  fometimes  to  fee4  the  Pa- 
tient, was  of  a  contrary  Opinion  ;  and  in  Effect* 
that  Paflage  was  at  length  fo  obftructed  by  thefe 
extraneous  Bodies,  that,  upon  a  Suppreflion  of  Urine 

which 
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which  happened  from  this  Caufe,  I  was  fent  for  in 
hail  to  probe  him. 

I  parted  the  fmalleft  Probe  I  had,  with  Difficul- 
ty, thro'  thefe  Fragments  of  Stone  that  filled  the 
Urethra,  and  having  introduced  it  into  the  Blad- 
der, all  the  Urine  was  difcharged  in  an  Inftant. 
Then  I  examined  whether  the  Stone,  which  I  had 
felt  a  year  before,  was  diffolved,  or  diminifhed  in 
Magnitude,  by  the  Expulfion  of  thefe  fmall  Stones  •, 
but  inftead  of  that  I  found  it  confiderably  in- 
creafed.  I  defired  Mr.  Afforty  to  fed  it,  who  con- 
cluded with  me  that  the  Operation  mould  be  per- 
formed as  foon  as  poflible. 

The  Relations  contenting  to  it,  we  prepared  him 
the  next  Day  with  a  Draught  of  CaJJia  Water, 
propofing,  to  perform  the  Operation  the  Day  fol- 
lowing, which  I  here  relate  on  Account  of  the 
Singularity. 

The  Drefiing  being  prepared,  I  defired  the  Sur- 
geons of  Hotel  Dieu,  who  came  to  affift  me,  to 
place  the  Patient  in  a  proper  Situation  upon  his 
Bed  and  make  the  Ligatures  :  Then  I  endeavoured 
to  introduce  my  canulated  Probe  into  the  PafTage  of 
the  Urethra,  but  not  fucceeding,  I  tried  to  infi- 
nuate  the  little  Algaly  with  which  I  had  made  him 
urine  two  Days  before  ;  but  meeting  with  the  fame 
Obftacle  from  the  Fragments  of  the  Stone,  which 
abfolutely  {topped  the  PafTage  on  this  Side  the 
Neck  of  the  Bladder,  I  refolved  to  make  an  In- 
cifion  into  the  Urethra  upon  the  end  of  my  Probe, 
hoping  to  penetrate  more  eafily  into  the  Bladder 
by  this  Orifice.  This  Incifion  being  made,  I  en- 
deavoured to  thruft  my  Probe  into  the  Bladder  by 
the  Aperture  I  had  made  in  the  Canal,  in  which  I 
fucceeded  with  much  Difficulty,  both  to  the  Pa- 
H  3  tient 
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tient  and    my  felf,    and  even  when  I  defpaired  of 
any  Succefs. 

In  Effect,  when  I  had  ordered  the  Patient  to 
be  untied  by  my  Afiiftants,  and  laid  upon  his 
Bed,  being  refolved  to  deferr  the  Remainder  of 
the  Operation  till  the  next  Day  ;  I  pufhed  my  But- 
ton carelefly  enough,  however,  into  the  Wound  ; 
and  this  Attempt  happily  fucceeded,  the  Button 
entering  immediately  into  the  Bladder,  where  I 
felt  a  large  Stone,  which  I  defired  feveral  Afiiftants 
to  feel,  and  then  introduced  a  Pair  of  Forceps 
upon  the  Button  into  the  Bladder,  proportioned  to 
the  Age  of  the  Patient,  and  the  Bignefs  of  the 
Stone :  Then  I  withdrew  my  Button,  it  being  im- 
proper that  two  Inftruments  mould  remain  in  the 
Bladder  at  the  fame  Time,  unlefs  you  have  a 
Mind  to  follow  the  bad  Practice  of  Frere  Jacques 
de  BeaulieU)  who  cut  feveral  Patients  in  the  Hof- 
pitals  of  Hotel  Dieu  and  La  Chant e  in  the  Year 
1698,  whofe  Cuftom  was  to  leave  a  large  ill 
contrived  Probe  in  the  Bladder  of  his  Patients, 
when  he  cut  with  the  Grand  Apparatus,  till  he 
had  extracted  the  Stone ;  but  the  ill  Succefs  of 
his  Handy-work  has  been  exploded  in  Remarks 
upon  the  Practice  of  that  Operation  publifhed  by 
Mr.  Mery. 

When  I  had  introduced  my  Forceps  into  the 
Bladder,  and  withdrew  the  Button,  I  laid  hold 
Qf  the  Stoqe  and  extracted  it,  to  the  Satisfaction  of 
the  Patient  and  Afiiftants,  without  the  leaft  Ap- 
pearance of  any  Impreffion  made  upon  it  by  the 
Medicines  he  had  taken  to  diflolve  if,  tl>e  Sur- 
face of  that  extraneous  Body  being  very  fmooth 
and  even. 

I  thruft  the  Button  a  fecond  time  into,  the  Blad- 
der, where  I  felt  another  Stone,  which  I  did  not 

think 
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think  proper  to  extract  that  Day,  the  Lad  being 
too  much  fatigued.  I  ordered  him  to  be  drefTed 
with  Aftringents,  Embrocations  and  other  Reme- 
dies ufed  upon  fuch  Occafions  at  the  firft  drefling. 
The  next  Day  he  was  bled,  and  was  drefTed  in  this 
Manner  for  a  Week  before  I  thought  it  proper  to 
extract  this  Stone,  which  I  at  length  took  hold  of 
and  drew  out  as  I  had  done  the  former.  Ail 
thofe  who  examined  it  narrowly,  found  it  had  met 
with  no  Alteration  from  the  Medicines  given  in- 
ternally to  the  Patient  for  its  DifTolution.  The 
Preffings  were  continued  with  the  utmoft  Exact- 
nefs  till  he  was  perfectly  cured,  which  did  not 
happen  till  the  Sixth  of  February  the  following 
Year. 

R  E  M  4  R  K. 

It  is  very  probable,  by  the  Account  I  have  giv* 
en,  that  the  Fragments  or  Stone  this  Child  difcharg- 
ed  by  the  Urethra  in  fo  large  a  Quantity  came 
from  the  Kidneys,  and  were  not  generated  in  the 
Bladder,  and  indeed  after  his  recovery  he  voided 
four  or  five  Stones  at  different  times,  of  the  Fi- 
gure of  an  Olive  Stone  \  and  when  thefe  extra- 
neous Bodies  were  ready  to  be  difcharged  their 
pointed  Extremities  were  perceivable  out  of  the 
Canal  of  the  Urethra,  the  Middle  Part,  which  was 
iargeft,  being  (topped  under  the  Glans,  and  when 
we  endeavour'd  to  extract  it  with  the  Curette  it 
crumbled  to  pieces. 


H  4^  Observ, 
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Observ,     XLIV. 

Upon'  an  Abfcefs  in  the  Kidney,  which  happened  to 
the  fame  Patient  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
Obfervation. 

ry^HO'  the  Patient  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
JL  ing  Obfervation  had  difcharged,  at  different 
Times,  as  I  inftanced  before,  feveral  Stones  derived 
from  the  Kidneys  into  the  Bladder,  he  was  tole- 
rably well  notwithftanding  for  four  Years  after  the 
Operation,  to  the  22dor  23d  of  November  1698, 
when  he  was  attacked  with  a  fixed  Pain  in  the 
Regio  Lumbaris  finiftray  accompanied  with  a  flow 
Fever  and  irregular  Shiverings.  His  Flelri  fenfibly 
decayed,  and  he  became  as  much  extenuated  now 
as   he  was  before  the  Operation. 

They  fent  for  me  to  fee  him,  and  when  I  had 
examined  the  painful  Side,  and  compared  it  with 
the  other,  I  perceived  an  Inflation  expanded  over 
the  Side  afFecled,  which  rendered  it  larger  than  the 
Oppofite,  and  obferved  that  by  touching  it  in 
a  particular  Place,  he  felt  a  pungent  Pain.  Thefe 
Circumflances  gave  me  Reafon  to  judge,  that  there 
was  either  a  Stone  or  Abfcefs  in  the  Kidney,  or 
both  at  the  fame  Time. 

I  defired  a  Confultation,  but  his  Parents  not 
confenting  to  it,  I  determined  to  make  an  Open- 
ing in  the  mod  painful  Part;  but  before  I  per- 
formed it,  I  was  glad  to  confult  with  Mr.  Petit, 
whofe  Experience  and  Capacity   is  well  known, 

who 
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who  told  me,  when  he  had  felt  the  painful  Part, 
that  he  believed  there  was  Pus  in  it,  but  very- 
deep. 

I  applied  a  Train  of  Cauftick  upon  this  Part, 
and  the  Efcharr  being  made,  I  opened  it  deeper 
with  a  Lancet ;  as  far  as  I  could,  in  fhort,  without 
running  any  hazard,  and  not  being  yet  come  to 
the  Matter,  I  garnifhed  the  Wound  with  Pledgets 
and  drefTed  it.  When  I  came  to  remove  the 
Lint  next  Day,  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Matter  iffued 
from  a  certain  Place.  I  thruft  my  hollow  Probe 
into  it,  and  finding  a  Cavity,  1  made  a  confi- 
derable  Aperture,  which  difcharged  a  large  Quan- 
tity of  Serofity.  I  drefTed  the  Wound  with  Linim. 
Arc&i,  putting  a  Diachylon  Plaifter  over  it,  -and 
this  Wound  feemed  in  an  healing  Condition  for 
the  Space  of  twelve  Days ;  but  at  length  the  Lips 
fwelled,  and  the  Difcharge  of  the  Serofity  in- 
creafed,  from  whence  I  judged  there  was  a  falfe 
Bottom  it  was  necefTary  to  difcover,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  Fiftula. 

I  probed  the  Ulcer,  and  found  feveral 
Sinus's  tending  one  Way  and  others,  thefe  I  opened 
to  the  Bottom,  and  applied  Confumptive's  to  it. 
The  Day  following  I  ufed  digeftive  Ointment, 
and  continued  to  drefs  the  Patient  carefully,  who 
perfectly  recovered  before  the  latter  End  of  De- 
cember following.  His  Strength  was  reilored  in  a 
fhort  Time,  fince  when  he  has  not  felt  the  leaft 
Symptom  of  the  Stone  neither  in  the  Bladder  nor 
in  the  Kidneys. 


Observ, 
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Observ,     XLV. 

Upon  a  terrible  Accident  occafioned  by  the  Bite  of 
a  Dog. 


A  Young  Lad  of  Sixteen  Years  of  Age,  was 
accuftomed  to  fondle  a  Maftiff  Dog,  who 
was  chained  up  as  a  Guard  to  an  Houfe,  info- 
much  that  this  Animal  feemed  too  fenfible  of  it. 
Neverthelefs  this  young  Man  entering  one  Day- 
according  to  Cuflom,  the  Dog,  who  was  fhut  up, 
made  fo  violent  an  Effort  that  he  broke  his  Chain 
and  laid  hold  of  his  right  Arm  between  his  Jaws 
with  fuch  Force,  that  he  crufhed  the  Bones  of  the 
Elbow  with  the  Radius  to  pieces,  with  a  terrible 
Laceration  of  the  Mufcles,  which  were  entirely 
mafhed  and  gnawn  ;  and  had  not  the  Cries  of  the 
Boy  brought  the  Gardiner  to  his  Afliftance,  this 
Animal  would  have  killed  him. 

I  was  fent  for  to  drefs  him,  and,  when  I  had 
examined  the  wounded  Part,  began  by  making 
one  Wound,  of  feveral  of  the  moft  confiderable 
Lacerations,  and,  by  this  Dictation,  extracted  all 
the  middle  Part  of  the  Radius,  that  was  feparated 
from  the  Whole :  the  Bone  of  the  Elbow  being 
ground  in  Pieces  and  reduced  to  Fragments,  I 
extracted  feveral  of  them,  and  then  dreiled  it  like 
other  compound  Fractures. 

During  the  Space  of  a  Month,  that  I  applied  my 
felf  to  preferve  the  Membranes  in  order  to  avoid  the 
abfolute  NecefTity  of  an  Amputation,  to  which  I 

was 
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was  of  Opinion  we  mould  be  at  length  reduced,  a 
large  fwelling  covered  the  Arm,  and  Fore-arm, 
and  terminated  in  AbicelTes,  which  obliged  me 
to  make  large  Incifions  in  the  Fore-arm  for  the 
Difcharge  or  the  Pus.  Notwithstanding  this,  the 
Pieces  of  Bone  that  remained,  inftead  of  affording 
anyHopes  of  a  Re-union,  feparating  more  and  more, 
and  thefe  Bones  appearing  Carious,  Mr.  Chevalier 
was  called  in  Confultation,  who  agreed  with  me, 
that  the  Limb  having  no  Support,  for  very  little 
of  the  Bones  of  the  Elbow  remained,  the  Am- 
putation was  abfolutely  necelTary. 

The  Patient's  Relations  confenting  to  it,  the 
Operation  was  performed  the  next  Day,  at  which 
feveral  Surgeons  were  prefent.  I  made  the  Li- 
gature of  the  VefTels  and  applied  a  large  Pledget 
upon  the  Stump  covered  with  aflringent  Powders, 
and  the  double  Bandage  over  it,  according  to  Cuf- 
tom.  No  confiderable  Accident  happened  to  the 
Patient  during  the  whole  Treatment,  and  he  per- 
fectly recovered  five  Weeks  after  the  Operation. 

REMARK. 

It  appears  from  this  Obfervation,  and  I  am 
thorougnly  convinced  of  it  my felf,  by  Experience 
in  a  vaft  Number  of  parallel  Cafes,  that  muchP 
Pain  would  be  faved  the  Patient,  and  that  im- 
minent Danger  by  which  many  are  loft,  if  the 
Amputation  was  immediately  performed  when 
there  is  fo  great  a  Diforder  in  the  Bones  and  fuch 
terrible  Lacerations  in  the  flefhy  Parts  •,  but  Sur- 
geons are  not  always  Mafters  to  act  according  to 
the  Rules  of  Art  upon  fuch  Occafions.  The  Pa- 
tient oppofes  them  as  well  as  the  Afliftants  ;  thofe 
called  in  Confultatiop    are  for  waiting,  tho'  very 

improperly, 


io8        O  B  S  ERVATIO  NS 

improperly,  and  Empiricks  promife  a  fure  and 
certain  Cure  :  And  becaufe  it  fometimes  happens, 
tho'  very  rarely,  that  they  have  cured  thofe 
Limbs  which  able  Surgeons  had  condemned  to 
be  amputated,  a  vaft  Number  of  Patients  muft 
perifh  by  deferring  that  Affiftance  which  ought 
to  be  employed  atfirft  for  their  Safety. 


Observ.     XLVL 

Upon  the  Wound  of  the  Marquis  de  Guerchy. 

AFter  gaining  the  Battle  of  Marfailles  in  Pie- 
mont  by  the  King's  Army,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Mr.  de  Catinat,  over  that  of  his  Royal 
Highnefsthe  Duke  of  Savoy,  his  Majefty,  finding 
his  Troops  in  a  Condition  to  form  the  Siege  of 
Com,  thought  proper  to  fend  a  Number  of 
Surgeons  capable  of  aflifting  the  Officers  that 
mould  be  wounded  at  this  Siege,  to  appeafe  the 
Complaints  made  by  feveral  Perfons  of  Di- 
ftindKon  after  the  preceding  Battle,  where  they 
wanted  Surgeons,  upon  whom  they  might  de- 
pend in  the  Cure  of  Gun-ihot  Wounds  on  fuch 
Occasions. 

Upon  fuch  preffing  Motives  Mr.  du  Chene, 
Phyfician  General  of  the  King's  Camps  and  Ar- 
mies, and  Mr.  Befjiere,  Surgeon  Major,  by  Order 
of  the  Secretary  at  War,  commanded  me  and 
five  other  Surgeons  to  go  Poft  for  Pignerol  the 
eighth  of  November  following. 

We 
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We  arrived  there  the  Twenty -fecond  of  the  fame 
Month,  where  the  Governor  defired  that  we  fhould 
vifit  feveral  Officers  who  had  been  wounded  in  the 
late  Battle. 

Amongft  others  was  the  Marquis  de  Guerchyy 
who  was  wounded  at  Marjailles  by  a  Mufket- 
Shot  that  had  fractured  the  Clavicula  and  the 
Acromion  of  the  Scapula.  The  Suppuration  of  the 
Wound  had  occafioned  fuch  a  Flux  of  Matter,  and 
fo  confiderable  a  Drain,  that  his  Body  was  very 
much  emaciated  by  it,  and  his  Strength  fo  weak- 
ned,  that  he  could  not  move  or  by  any  Means 
change  his  Situation. 

The  Pus,  by  its  own  Weight,  had  formed  Sinus's 
in  the  Articulation  of  the  Arm,  under  the  Scapula 
and  even  under  the  Armpit,  fo  that,  at  every  drei- 
fing,  the  Pus  was  preffed  upwards  and  with  diffi- 
culty difcharged. 

When  we  had  reflected  upon  all  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  in  a  Confultation,  we  unanimously  agreed, 
that  it  was  neceffary  to  procure  a  more  trtc  Difc 
charge  for  the  Matter  by  Means  of  a  Contra- in- 
cifion  made  under  the  Armpit ;  and  to  fucceed  in 
this  without  endangering  the  Veffels  in  that  Part, 
that  the  upper  Wounds  fhould  be  kept  clofe 
(lopped  for  the  Space  of  Twenty- four  Hours, 
that  there  being  a  copious  Collection  of  Pus  in  the 
Sinus's,  it  might  form  a  large  Tumour  in  that 
Place,  where  we  propofed  to  make  the  Incifion^ 
and  to  make  the  Aperture  more  large  externally 
and  more  durable,  we  refolved  to  make  ufe  of 
the  Potential  Cautery.  For  when  you  only  make 
a  fimple  Incifion  with  a  Lancet  into  large  Abfeefles 
it  often  happens,  when  the  Pus  is  evacuated,  that 
the  Teguments  flatten  and  fo  nearly  coincide,  that 
it  is  difficult   to  apply  Medicines   to  the  Bottom 

of 
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of  the  Wound  to  deftroy  a  Carious  Bone  or  to 
confume  callous  Flefh  :  Moreover,  you  are  often 
obliged  to  keep  thefe  Wounds  open  a  long  Time 
for  the  Paflfage  of  the  Splinters. 

What  we  had  before  projected  we  put  fn  Exe- 
cution the  next  Day,  and  when  we  had  divided  the 
Efcharr  we  finifhed  the  Incifion  with  a  Lancet, 
which  made  Room  for  the  Difcharge  of  a  very 
confiderable  Quantity  of  Pus.  The  frefh  Wound 
was  drefied  the  rlrft  Time  only  with  dry  Lint, 
a  Diachylon  Plaifter  over  it,  and  then  a  Com- 
prefs  and  contentive  Bandage.  With  Regard  to 
the  upper  Wounds,  they  were  only  covered  with 
dry  Lint  during  the  Exfoliation  of  the  Bones, 
and  the  Separation  of  the  Splinters,  which  foon 
after   happened. 

For  the  Future  we  made  ufe  of  vulnerary  In- 
jections, and  an  Alteration  foon  appeared  both  in 
the  Wound  and  the  Patient's  Habit  of  Body.  He 
endured  no  more  Pain  after  this  Aperture,  reco- 
vered his  Strength  in  a  fhort  Time,  and  became 
a  Convalefcent  when  the  Army  came  to  encamp 
two  Leagues  from  Pignerol,  where  we  received 
the  Marfhal's  Compliment,  not  only  for  the  Care 
of  this  Officer  but  of  others. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Gentleman  would 
have  infailiby  loft  his  Life  in  a  fhort  Time,  if  this 
Contra- incifion  had  been  deferred  any  longer. 
Whence  we  may  judge  of  what  Importance  it  is, 
after  a  great  Action,  to  have  underftanding  Sur- 
geons in  the  Hofpitals  to  prefide  over  thofe  of  an 
inferior  Clafs  for  the  Prefervation  of  good  Officers 
and  Soldiers,  who  often  perifh   by  being  drefTed 

in 
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in  the  common  Method,  when  they  have  received 
Wounds  that  require  the  utmoft  Skill  and  Attention 
of  the  mod  expert  Surgeons. 


Observ.     XLVII. 

Upon  an  incurable  Aneurifm. 

IN  my  return  from  Pignerol,  I  went  out  of  the 
Road  with  my  Collegue,  Mr.  le  Grand,  who 
would  bear  me  Company  to  go  to  Vienne  in  Dau- 
phine,  where  I  propofed  to  pay  a  Vifit  to  Mr. 
Triballeau,  the  Surgeon  with  whom  I  had  formerly 
lived,  and  who  expected  me  at  my  Return. 

Being  arrived  at  his  Houfe  on  Chriftmas  Eve 
he  procured  us  the  Opportunity  of  feeing  a  Gen- 
tleman of  that  Province,  28  Years  of  Age,  who 
lodged  at  a  neighbouring  Inn,  and  was  going  to 
Paris  to  confult  the  mod  eminent  Surgeons  upon 
an  Aneurifmal  Tumour  fituated  under  the  right 
Scapula,  and  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Two-penny 
Loaf,  giving  terrible  Shocks  to  this  Bone,  ren- 
dering the  Motion  of  the  Arm  painful  and  dif- 
ficult. This  Tumour  happened  to  him  about  ten 
Months  before,  by  a  Rupture  of  the  Coats  of  an 
Artery,  by  his  endeavouring  to  force  a  Perfon  to 
lie  down  upon  his  Bed,  and  gradually  increafed 
to  the  Magnitude  mentioned. 

He  informed  us  that  feveral  Surgeons  had  pro- 
pofed the  Operation  for  the  Aneurifm,  as  the  only 
Method  by  which  he  could  be  cured  ;  but  not 
one  of  them  offering  to  undertake  it,  the  Pain  he 

felt 
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felt  made  him  refolve  to  go  to  Paris,  as  the  Foun- 
tain of  Surgery. 

We  told  him  before-hand  that  he  would  find 
himfelf  deceiv'd  in  his  Undertaking  •,  that  no 
Body  would  advife  him  to  have  the  Tumour 
opened,  and  even  tho'  he  had  fufficient  Refolu- 
tion  to  run  the  Hazard,  not  one  Surgeon  would 
have  the  Rafhnefs  to  attempt  the  Operation,  be- 
caufe  he  would  infallibly  die  in  lefs  Time  than 
they  could  difcover  the  Artery  and  make  the  Li- 
gature :  Befides,  that  they  could  not  find  the  Artery 
without  directing  fome  Mufcles  which  fupported 
the  Scapula  in  Equilibrio,  and  would  afterwards 
render  his  Arm  immoveable. 

We  Jet  him  know,  that  the  only  Method  to 
prolong  his  Life,  was  to  live  in  an  abfolute  In- 
action, to  keep  his  Veffels  rather  empty  than  full, 
as  well  by  frequent  Bleedings  as  by  Abflinence, 
and  to  be  contented  with  the  Application  of  Aftrin- 
gent  Medicines  and  Bandages,  which,  by  making 
a  moderate  Compreffion,  might  prevent  the  Aug- 
mentation of  the  Tumour. 

He  continued  his  Journey  and  arrived  at  Paris 
fome  time  after  us,  where  he  confulted  all  Kinds 
of  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  ;  but  the  mod  celebrat- 
ed and  experienced  confirmed  our  Opinions,  and 
I  have  fince  heard  that  he  died  in  his  Return 
Home. 


Observ. 
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O  b  s  e  r  v.     XLVIII. 

Upon  an  Hydrocephalus. 

PAfling  thro'  Lyons,  in  my  Way  to  Pignerol, 
I  had  the  Curiofity  to  vifit  the  Hofpital 
Hotel  Dieu  in  that  great  City,  which  appeared  to 
me  the  fined  Hofpital  that  could  be  feen,  both  for 
its  Situation  and  Structure,  tho'  of  lefs  Extent  than 
that  at  Paris.  Some  Surgeons  of  this  Hofpital, 
whom  I  formerly  knew  at  Hotel  Dieu  in  Paris,  de- 
fired  me  to  obferve  a  Child  feven  Years  old,  who 
was  in  a  Ward  amongft  the  Foundlings,  and 
had  a  monftrous  Hydrocephalus.  I  drew  out  my 
Ligature  to  take  the  Dimenfions  of  the  Head, 
and  found  it  to  be  a  Foot  and  a  half  in  Length, 
from  the  End  of  the  Coronal  Bone  to  the  End 
of  the  Occipital,  and  the  fame  Extent  from  one 
Temple  to  the  other,  and  about  three  Feet  in 
Circumference.  He  was  incapable  of  Reafon- 
ing,  and  anfwered  to  all  that  was  faid  to  him 
only  with  innocent  Laugh. 


Oeserv, 
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O  B  S  E  RV.       XLIX. 

Upon  a  Fifiulous  Abfcefs. 

I  Was  fent  for  to  a  Gentleman  upon  Account  of 
a  Fiftulous  Abfcefs,  which  had  been  opened 
and  healed  feverai  Times,  at  the  Verge  of  the 
Anus.  Nothing  gave  him  a  greater  Concern  than 
the  Returns  of  his  Diftemper,  and  recollecting  that 
about  five  Years  before,  I  had  made  the  Puncture 
for  him  necefTary  in  an  Hydrocele,  without  being 
troubled  with  it  after,  (which  does  not  commonly 
happen)  he  attributed  the  Performance  of  that  Cure 
to  my  Underftanding,  and  imagined  that  I  might 
have  the  Secret  of  curing  this  Abfcefs  without  any 
Return,  which  could  not  be  attributed  to  any  other 
Negleci:  than  their  healing  the  Abfcefs  without 
treating  the  Fiftula,  from  whence  it  proceeded. 

Having  therefore  feen  him  in  the  Prefence  of 
Mr.  Cordelle  his  Phyfician,  I  found  he  had  a  well 
conditioned  Fiftula,  and  then  acquainted  him,  that 
the  Return  of  his  Diftemper  proceeded  from  the 
Negleci:  of  curing  the  Fiftula  by  not  cutting  it 
deep  enough,  which  the  Phyfician  and  myfelf  ad- 
vifed  him  to  fubmit  to  as  foon  as  pofiible. 

He  confented  to  it,  and  Mr.  Cordelle  ha- 
ving judged  it  necefTary  to  prepare  him  for  the 
Operation  by  bleeding  and  purging,  thefe  Pre- 
cautions were  taken,    and  then  we  fixed  upon   a 

Day 
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Day  to  perform  it,  which  was  four  Days  after, 
and  Mr.  Bejjiere  was  defired  to  be  prefent. 

The  Drefling  being  prepared,  I  placed  my  Pa- 
tient in  a  proper  Situation  and  my  Afiiftants  \  then 
introducing  the  Fore-finger  of  my  left  Hand, 
dipped  in  Oil  of  Roles,  into  the  Anus,  I  took  my 
crooked  Biftoury  with  a  Probe  before  it  in  my  right 
Hand,  I  thruft  it  into  the  external  Aperture  of  the 
Fiftula,  till  I  felt  the  End  of  the  Probe  with  my 
Fore-finger  of  the  left  Hand,  which  I  had  firft  in- 
troduced ;  then  prefling  the  Back  of  my  Biftoury 
againft  the  Buttock  to  facilitate  its  Entrance,  I 
raifed  the  Extremity  of  the  Probe,  and  drawing 
it  out  by  the  Anus,  I  cut  the  Fiftula  in  its  whole 
Extent  at  one  Stroke. 

Then  we  examined  the  Bottom  of  the  Fiftula, 
and  found  feveral  Bridles,  I  divided  them  with  my 
blunt  pointed  Scifibrs,  firft  well  obferving  whether 
there  was  any  Pulfation,  fuch  as  was  to  be  felt  by 
touching  fome  Branches  of  Arteries,  that  might 
be  eafily  miftaken  for  Bridles  ;  which  has  often 
happened  to  the  great  Prejudice  of  the  Patients, 
who  have  fometimes  perifhed  by  the  Haemorrhage, 
it  being  impoflible  to  make  a  Ligature  upon  the 
Veflfels  that  furnifh  the  Blood,  cr  to  comprefs  them 
for  want  of  a  Support. 

The  beft  Method  that  can  be  taken,  if  you 
mould  have  the  Misfortune  to  open  one  of  the  San- 
guiferous VefTels  in  cutting  the  Fiftula,  is  to  apply 
a  Doflil  dipped  in  Styptick  Water  to  the  Mouth 
of  the  wounded  Veflel. 

But  to  return  to  our  Patient  5  when  I  had  finifhed 
the  Operation,  I  introduced  a  large  Tent  of  Lint 
into  the  Wound  armed  with  an  Anodyne  Medicine, 
compofed  of  Oil  of  Rofes,  and  the  Yolk  of  an 
Egg,  and  filled  the  Wound  with  Doftils  dipped  in 

I  2  the 
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the  fame  Medicine,  Pledgets  upon  it,  and  gradu- 
ated ComprefTes,  with  the  T.  Bandage  to  fupport 
the  Whole. 

R  E  MA  R  K  S. 

The  Utility  deducible  from  this  Obfervation, 
confifts  in  knowing,  that  to  cure  AbfcefTes  formed 
about  the  Anus  radically,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  divide  the  Intefline  whether  it  be  penetrated  or 
not ;  becaufe  a  folid  Cicatrice  can  never  be  efla- 
blifried  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Wound,  when  the 
Matter  has  touched  the  Body  of  the  Intefline, 
which  occafions  the  Return  of  the  Abfcefs. 

But  to  form  a  right  Judgment  of  the  Difpofition 
of  the  Bottom  of  the  Wound,  you  muft  introduce 
the  Fore-finger  of  the  Mt  Hand  into  the  Anus, 
and  thrufl  a  Probe  with  the  Right  to  the  Bot- 
tom of  the  Wound,  that  you  may  judge,  by  the 
Interval  between  the  End  of  your  Finger,  and  the 
End  of  the  Probe,  whether  the  Intefline  is  very 
thin,  or  whether  there  is  a  Subflance  of  Flefh  in 
that  Part.  For  when  the  Intefline  appears  to  be 
very  thin,  it  mufl  abfolutely  be  pierced,  and  the 
Fiflula  cut,  to  hinder  the  Return  of  the  Abfcefs  ; 
but  when  there  is  a  reafonable  Thicknefs  of  Flefh, 
there  are  certain  Hopes  of  curing  the  Abfcefs  with- 
out dividing  the  Intefline. 


Observ, 
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Observ.     L. 

Upon  a  Fiftulous  Ulcer  in  the  Anus. 

ADanifh  Lady,  after  having  been  treated  at  dif- 
ferent Times,  and  by  different  Surgeons  in 
her  own  Country  of  a  deep  Fiftulous  Ulcer  in  the 
Anus,  without  any  Relief  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, finding  herfelf  emaciated  and  extremely  weak, 
determined  to  come  to  Paris  for  a  Cure,  as  to  the 
real  Source  of  Surgery. 

She  arrived  in  the  Month  of  May,  1699,  and  after 
having  confulted  feveral  of  the  moft  celebrated  of  the 
Profeffion,  I  was  recommended  to  vifit  her.  I 
probed  the  Fiftula  thro'  feveral  Apertures,  which 
all  pierced  the  Interline,  and  one  of  thefe  Sinus's 
was  above  four  Fingers  Breadth  deep.  Thefe  Cir- 
cumftances  added  to  the  Patient's  Condition,  who 
had  a  flow  Fever  and  was  extremely  emaciated, 
gave  me  Reafon  to  judge,  that  the  undertaking  of 
the  Cure  was  both  uncertain  and  dangerous  •,  and 
therefore  advifed  her  not  to  fubmit  to  the  Opera- 
tion, till  we  had  tried  to  reftore  her  Strength  by 
theUfeof  Affes  Milk. 

Greateft  Part  of  the  Fhyficians  and  Surgeons 
whom  fhe  had  confulted  were  of  the  fame  Opinion  : 
But  her  Impatience,  added  to  the  Pains  fhe  endured, 
induced  her  in  a  fhort  Time  to  a  Re-con  ftf  tat  ion 
upon  her  Diftemper,  telling  thofe  fhe  confulted  that 
fhe  had  rather  die  than  fuffer  any  longer.  Upon 
this  Refolve  they  determined  to  perform  the  Ope- 
I  3  ration 
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ration,  which  was  long,  laborious,  and  attended 
with  a  confiderable  Lofs  of  Blood,  but  was  how- 
ever flopped  by  the  Styptick  Water. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  having  dreffed  the  Patient, 
promifed  to  return  the  next  Day  to  remove  the 
Drefling  •,  but  inflead  of  this,  doubting,  as  I  pre- 
fume,  of  the  Succefs  of  the  Operation,  fent  only  a 
Servant,  who  found  all  the  Parts  mortified,  and  the 
Patient  died  two  Days  after. 

REMARKS. 

The  Fact  I  have  now  related,  and  many  others 
parallel  to  it,  ought  to  have  inflru&ed  Surgeons, 
well  verfed  in  their  Art  by  long  Experience,  regu- 
larly to  follow  the  Advice  of  Celfus>  not  to  defame, 
by  defperate  Attempts,  thofe  Operations  that  have 
been,  and  may  be  falutary  to  many. 

But  in  Cafes  of  great  Importance,  there  are  fo 
many  Obftacles,  from  the  Patient,  from  the  Rela- 
tions, and  even  from  the  Surgeons  themfelves,  to 
prevent  our  following  this  wholefome  Advice,  that 
we  mull  not  be  aftohifhed  if  the  moft  celebrated  in 
the  Profeffion,  are  often,  at  it  were,  forced  to  dis- 
honour their  Art,  at  the  Expence  of  the  Lives  of 
their  Patients  and  their  own  Reputation. 


Observ, 
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Observ.     LI. 

Upon  another  Fijlula  in  A  no. 

AN  Acquaintance  of  the  Lady's  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  Obfervation,  upon  the  {lender 
Inclination  I  had  expreffed  of  performing  the  Ope- 
ration upon  her  deceafed  Friend,  fent  for  me  the 
nineteenth  of  Auguft  in  the  fame  Year  to  confult 
me  upon  a  Fiftulous  Abfcefs  in  Ano,  which  had  in- 
commoded her,  by  frequent  Returns,  for  the  Space 
of  twenty  Years. 

I  found  the  Cyftis  forming  the  Abfcefs  filled 
with  Pus,  and  opening  it  that  Inftant,  it  difcharg'd 
a  blackifh  foetid  Matter.  Then  I  probed  the  Bot- 
tom of  the  Cyftis,  and  rinding  the  Inteftine  very 
thin  between  my  Finger  and  the  End  of  my  Probe, 
I  informed  the  Patient  that  to  cure  the  Fiftula  with- 
out Danger  of  its  Return,  it  was  neceffary  to  per- 
form the  Operation  thoroughly,  which  feveral  Sur- 
geons had  advifed  her  to  before  I  was  confulted. 

Alt-ho*  the  unfortunate  Event  of  the  Operation 
performed  upon  her  Friend  three  Months  before, 
gave  her  no  Encouragement  to  undergo  it ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  Apprehenfion  of  the  ill  Confequence 
that  might  attend  thefe  frequent  Returns  of  her  Dif- 
temper,  caufed  her  to  defire  a  compleat  Cure.  Ob- 
ferving  her  thus  balancing  •,  her  good  Conftitution, 
added  to  the  Facility  of  performing  the  Operation, 
making  me  judge  her  Diftemper  eafily  curable,  I 
refolved  to  perform  it,  without  giving  her  Notice, 
I  4  and 
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and  to  this  End,  when  I  had  dreffed  her,  I  pro* 
mi  fed  her  to  return  in  the  Evening  to  remove  the 
Dreffing,  which  I  did  not  fail  to  execute,  having 
taken  all  neceffary  Precautions  to  act  with  lefs 
Noife  than  Effect. 

Therefore,  having  raifed  the  Drefling,  I  intro- 
duced the  Fore- finger  of  my  left  Hand  dipped  in 
Oil  of  Rofes  into  the  Anus,  and  thruft  a  very  flexible 
Silver  Probe  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Sinus  by  the 
Opening  I  had  made  ;  and  then  piercing  the  Intef- 
tine  with  the  End  of  my  Probe  upon  my  Fore- 
finger, I  fuddenly  divided  all  that  was  included  in 
the  Curvature  of  my  Probe  with  a  Pair  of  Scif- 
fors,  without  being  moved  at  the  Cries  of  the  Pa- 
tient, or  of  the  Lady  who  was  prefent,  or  the  Ser- 
vant who  lighted  me.  I  afterwards  detached  the 
Bridles  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Wound  and  then  dref- 
fed  the  Patient ;  in  the  future  Treatment  I  con- 
fumed  the  Callcfities  with  proper  Medicines.  In 
fhort,  every  Thing  fucceeded  fo  happily  in  this 
Cure,  that  the  Patient  was  perfectly  recovered  the 
27th  of  September  following. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

By  comparing  the  Succefs  of  the  two  preceding 
Operations,  Surgeons  may  underftand  how  much 
the  good  Conflitution  of  a  Patient  contributes  to 
the  Cure  in  difficult  Cafes,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
how  dangerous  it  is  to  expofe  bad  Habits  of  Body 
to  violent  Operations, 
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Observ,     LII. 

Upon  a  difficult  Labour. 

TH  E  27th  of '  January  1  1697,  I  was  fent  for 
to  deliver  a  Woman  near  the  Louvre  in 
Parijis  •>  I  made. all  the  Hade  I  could,  and  was 
informed,  upon  my  Arrival,  that  the  Woman  had 
been  feven  Days  in  Labour.  I  found  her  in  a 
violent  Fever,  her  Belly  very  much  diftended,  her 
Tongue  black,  rough  and  dry  ;  but  we  ought  not 
to  be  furprifed  at  this,  for  befides  the  Imprefiion 
made  by  the  Heat  of  the  Fever  upon  thefe  Parts, 
they  always  refufed  her  Drink,  left  it  mould  fwell 
her,  having  had  no  Dejection  downward  for  feve- 
ral  Days  ;  moreover,  me  had  a  Difficulty  in  Refpi- 
ration,  and  her  Voice  was  very  low.  It  is  to  be 
remarked  that  this  Woman  was  in  Labour  of  her 
firft  Child,  and  was  near  forty  Years  of  Age. 

Neverthelefs,  fhe  might  have  been  happily  de- 
livered, if  they  had  made  a  proper  Ufe  of  the 
Pains,  fmce  the  Head  of  the  Child  was  beyond  the 
internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb  ;  and  when  the  Head 
has  panned  that  Orifice,  the  reft  of  the  Body  may 
pafs,  provided  the  Perfon  fent  for  to  alTift  the  Pa- 
tient, knows  how  to  take  the  Advantage  of  thefe 
Pains  by  drawing  the  Body  of  the  Child  gently, 
when  the  Womb  is  in  a  State  of  Dilatation. 

Affairs  Handing  in  this  Pofture,  I  told  the  Cu- 
rate of  the  Place  that  he  might  give  her  extreme 
JJnftion,  finding  no  Hopes  of  her  Delivery,  on  Ac- 
count 
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count  of  her  exceflive  Lofs  of  Strength.  Notwith- 
flanciing,  when  fhe  had  received  this  laft  Sacra- 
ment, her  Hufband  and  Relations  preffed  me  ear- 
neflly,  fmce  I  came  fo  far  to  her  Relief,  that  I 
would  ufe  my  utmoft  Endeavours  to  extract  the 
Child,  which  I  immediately  began  to  perform,  and 
proceeded  in  the  following  Manner. 

The  Infant's  Head  being  in  the  Vagina,  I  had 
the  Opportunity  of  embracing  it  with  both  Hands, 
and  to  endeavour  by  making  it  to  caufe  a  painful 
Irritation  in  the  Womb,  and  confequently  a  Con- 
traction capable  of  expelling  the  Body  of  the  Child 
from  it.  I  made  thefe  Attempts  without  Suc- 
cefs,  and  therefore  was  obliged  to  have  Recourfe 
to  my  Inftruments  ;  fo  that  dividing  the  Teguments 
of  the  Head  with  my  Biftoury,  I  preifed  the  Bones 
of  the  Cranium  inward,  and  fixed  the  Extremity 
of  my  Hook  under  the  flrft  Vertebra  ;  and  tho'  I 
drew  with  all  my  Strength  with  both  Hands,  I 
could  not  move  the  Body  of  the  Child,  and  as 
the  Bones  of  the  Cranium  cut  my  Hands  and  pre- 
vented me  from  acting,  I  was  obliged  to  extract 
them  one  after  the  other  with  Difficulty. 

When  I  had  thus  taken  off  the  Head,  Piece  by 
Piece,  the  principal  Difficulty  (till  remained,  which 
confided  in  extracting  the  Body  of  the  Child,  to 
which  the  Neck  was  an  Impediment.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  I  found  means  to  feparate  the  two  Arms  with 
a  little  Biftoury,  which  I  covered  with  my  Hand 
to  avoid  wounding  the  Womb,  and  drawing  them 
out  one  after  the  other,  I  faftened  my  Crochet  to 
the  Back  of  the  Child  between  two  Ribs,  by  which 
means  I  extracted  the  reft  of  the  Body. 

This  being  performed,  tho'  I  was  very  much  fa- 
tigued, the  Extraction  of  the  Placenta  was  not  to  be 
deferred  5  and  the  fick  Woman  finding  herfelf  re- 
lieved, 
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lieved,  encouraged  me  herfelf  by  her  Patience  and 
Refolution.  I  introduced  my  Hand  therefore  into 
the  Womb,  and  gradually  loofened  the  Placenta, 
which  had  an  infupportable  Odour  ;  then  finding 
it  entirely  detached,  I  extracted  the  Whole,  by 
which  means  this  poor  Woman  was  delivered  of 
her  Burthen  ;  but  the  tedious  Pains  fhe  had  en- 
dured, and  the  Violence  of  her  Delivery,  made  her 
perifh  the  next  Day.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  Head  of  the  Child  out  of  the  Womb  was  black, 
the  Infant  having  been  dead  fome  Days  before. 


Observ.     LIIL 

Upon  the  Amputation  of  a  Carcinomatous  Tumour  on 
the  Breaft. 

TH  E  eighth  of  March,  1692,  I  was  fent  for 
to  give  my  Opinion  upon  a  monftrous  Tu- 
mour on  the  Bread  of  a  Woman,  wherein  there 
was  a  fmall  Aperture  which,  at  mod,  would  ad- 
mit of  the  fmall  End  of  a  Clove,  from  whence  a 
confiderable  Quantity  of  Sanies  proceeded,  mixed 
with  fmall  Particles  refembling  Millet  Seed. 

In  a  Confultation  with  feveral  of  the  Faculty 
conven'd,  at  the  fame  Time,  upon  the  Report 
of  fo  extraordinary  a  Tumour,  and  altho'  we 
agreed,  that  it  was  of  a  Cancerous  Nature, 
we  concluded  to  open  it  in  its  full  Extent , 
from  the  fmall  Hole  the  Matter  had  made  , 
by  making  a  Crucial  Incifion  ;  becaufe  the  Pa- 
tient,   excepting  her  Diftemper,    feemed  to  have 

Strength, 
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Strength,  a  good  Conftitution,  and  abfolutely  de- 
termined to  undergo  any  Operation  for  her  Reco- 
very. 

The  Affair  was  inflantly  executed,  in  our  Pre- 
fence,  by  Mr.  Monginet,  who,  when  we  had  dis- 
charged almoft  a  full  Porringer  of  this  Sanies  and  of 
thefe  fmall  Grains,  took  off  the  four  Angles  of  the 
Tumour.  The  Wound  was  afterwards  well  wafhM 
and  cleaned  with  warm  Wine  and  Barley  Water, 
and  drefled  with  Pledgets  fpread  with  the  Anodyne 
Liniment  compofed  of  the  Yolks  of  Eggs,  Oil  of 
Rofes,  and  Wine  beat  together,  ComprefTes  dipp'd 
in  the  fame  Medicine,  the  Whole  being  fecured  by 
a  four  Tailed  Bandage  proper  for  the  Breafts. 

I  vifited  the  Patient  frequently,  during  the  Treat- 
ment, with  others  of  the  Fraternity  ;  the  Wound 
mundified  very  well,  and  fo  a  great  Number  of 
thefe  Glandulous  Particles  were  feparated  from  the 
Bread,  that  it  grew  entirely  flaccid,  and  in  the 
Space  of  three  Months  the  Cicatrice  was  formed. 

REMARK. 

From  this  Obfervation  Surgeons  may  learn  not 
implicitly  to  follow  the  Opinion  of  Hippocrates  and 
Celfusy  who  advife  us  in  Cancerous  Tumours  of  the 
Breafts  to  ufe  only  a  Palliative  Cure :  But  ftrict 
Regard  ought  to  be  had  to  the  Conftitution  of  the 
Patient,  and  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper  •,  for  the 
common  Axiom  of  Philofophers  may  be  fo  far 
contradicted,  that  we  may  venture  to  fay  that  more 
or  lefs  makes  an  abfolute  Alteration  upon  fuch  Oc- 
cafions.  That  is  to  fay,  that  more  or  lefs  Strength 
in  the  Patient,  added  to  other  Signs  of  a  good  or 
bad  Conftitution,  and  to  the  greater  or  leffer  Ad- 
hefion  or  Pain  of  the  Tumour  and  its  Communis 

cation 
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cation  with  the  Vefifels  of  the  Armpit,  or  its  Dif- 
tance  from  them,  render  the  Diftemper  curable  by- 
Amputation,  or  only  to  be  treated  by  a  Palliative 
Method. 


Observ.     LIV. 
Upon  a  Child  who  had  an  extraordinary  Head. 

Inferted  in  the  Journal  des  Scavans, 
Monday,  May  Sth,   1690. 

A  Woman  twenty-eight  Years  of  Age,  on  the 
twenty- third  of  April,  1690,  was  delivered 
of  a  Child  at  Hotel  Dieu,  who  was  a  monftrous 
Figure.  It  had  no  Skull,  and  I  could  find  only 
the  Bafis  of  the  Coronal,  Occipital  and  'Temporal 
Bones,  but  no  Parietals. 

The  Apophyfe  Crifta  Galli  was  elevated  near  half 
an  Inch,  and  had  a  bony  Subftance  at  the  Extre- 
mity of  it  in  the  Shape  of  a  Crown,  of  the  third 
Part  of  an  Inch  in  Diameter.  The  large  Foramen 
of  the  Occipital  Bone  was  covered  with  a  very  ftrong 
thick  Membrane,  refembling  the  Dura  Mater,  and 
the  lateral  Sinus's  were  in  this  Membrane.  The 
Blood  contained  in  thefe  Sinus's  difcharged  itfelf 
into  the  Internal  Jugulars.  Underneath  that  Mem- 
brane was  the  Beginning  of  the  Medulla  Spinalis. 
Upon  the  Bafis  of  this  Bone  I  found  neither  Cere- 
brum nor  Cerebellum. 

On  each  Side  the  Cell  a  Turcica  were  two  fungous 
Protuberances  which  were  adhering  to  it.      That 

on 
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on  the  right  Side  was  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Walnut^ 
and  that  on  the  other  of  the  Size  of  an  Olive,  were 
covered  by  no  Membrane,  and  the  Subftance  en- 
tirely fpongious. 

This  Child  lived  fix  Hours,  was  baptifed,  and 
took  Wine  and  Sugar  mixed  together  for  its  Nou- 
rifhment.  He  voided  by  the  Mouth  a  larger 
Quantity  of  Saliva  than  is  common  in  other  Chil- 
dren. It  often  opened  its  Eyes,  particularly  the 
Left,  which  feemed  to  ftart  out  of  its  Head,  and 
there  was  no  fuperior  Orbits.  All  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Body,  as  well  thofe  of  the  Abdomen,  and 
the  Extremities,  were  in  their  Natural  State. 


Observ.     LV. 

Upon  opening  a  dead  Car  cafe* 

Inferted  in  the  Journal  des  Scavans, 
Monday,  Jan.  2  2d,  1691. 

ON  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1690,  a  Man 
aged  twenty-eight  Years,  came  to  Hotel  Bieu 
ill  of  a  common  Fever,  which  lafted  ten  Days.  He 
was  vifited  during  his  Diftemper  by  Mr.  de  Bonrges, 
Doctor  in  Phyfick  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris,  when 
he  feemed  to  be  recovered,  and  began  to  perform 
all  the  Functions  of  a  Perfon  in  Health,  he  fell 
into  a  Syncope,  attended  with  violent  Convulfions, 
while  he  was  at  Dinner,  and  died  foon  after. 

I  opened  the  Body,  and  found  all  the  Ptirts  con- 
tained in  the  Abdomen  in  good  Condition.     Then 
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I  opened  the  Thorax,  where  I  found  an  extraordi- 
nary Subftance,  which  oblig'd  me  to  extract  it, 
that  I  might  afterwards  examine  it  thoroughly  ; 
this  was  done  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr.  de  Bourges 
and  other  Phyficians  of  the  Hofpital,  Mr.  Du  Ver- 
?iey,  Profeflbr  of  Botany  in  the  King's  Garden,  and 
Mr.  Drouin,  chief  Surgeon  of  the  General  Hof- 
pital. 

This  extraneous  Body  embraced  the  Pericar- 
dium on  that  Side  next  the  Sternum,  and  its  Sub- 
ftance was  a  Collection  of  indurated  Glands  clofe 
to  each  other,  almoft  an  Inch  thick  ;  and  the  Pe- 
ricardium, in  which  the  Heart  is  inclofed,  and  na- 
turally no  more  than  the  twelfth  Part  of  an  Inch 
in  Thicknefs,  was  increafed  to  half  an  Inch  or 
more,  and  almoft  Cartilaginous,  which  prevented 
the  free  Motion  of  the  Heart.  There  was  very 
little  Water  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Pericardium.  I 
weighed  this  Mafs  when  it  was  feparated  from  the 
other  Parts,  and  the  Weight  of  it  was  near  two 
Pounds.  The  Lungs  and  all  the  other  Parts  con- 
tained in  the  Thorax  were  in  a  good  Condition. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

It  may  probably  be  conjectured  that  the  Glands 
fcattered  upon  the  Pericardium,  being  increafed  in 
Magnitude,  by  the  Obftruction  of  their  excretory 
Ducts,  might  be  the  Occafion  of  this  Excrefcence. 


Observ, 
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Upon  a  Humour  in  the  Scrotum. 

Tnferted  in  the  Journal  des  Scavans, 
Monday  the  26th  of  Nov.  1691. 

ON  the  1 2  th  of  Sept.  1690,  I  was  fentfor  to 
fee  a  Lad  twelve  Years  of  Age  who  had 
an  humoral  Tumour  in  the  Scrotum.  Meffieurs 
Morel,  and  Beffiere,  Mafter  Surgeons,  and  of  un- 
doubted Reputation,  were  called  at  the  fame  Time. 
I  opened  the  Tumour  in  their  Prefence,  and  from 
thence  difcharged  a  large  Quantity  of  foetid  cada- 
verous Matter  which  had  gangrened  the  Bottom  of 
the  Scrotum. 

I  feparated  this  fcetid  Subftance  from  the  found, 
and  judged  it  improper  to  proceed  any  farther  at 
that  Time,  and  therefore  drefTed  the  Patient.  We 
obferved,  however  at  this  Time  that  the  right  Tefti- 
cle  was  much  larger  than  it  naturally  ought  to  be, 
but  were  in  Hopes  that  thefe  Membranes  would 
diftblve  by  Suppuration,  and  by  this  Means  avoid 
the  Extirpation  of  the  Tefticle. 

Several  Days  having  pafTed  with  a  large  Suppu- 
ration, without  any  Diminution  of  the  Tefticle,  I 
defired  a  Confutation,  and  Mr.  Vrudhomme  the 
younger,  Mafter  Surgeon  at  Paris,  and  a  fenior  Sur- 
geon of  Hotel  Dieu  were  appointed.  We  exa- 
mined afreih  the  iargenefs  of  the  Tefticle,  and 
perceiving    that  it  would  impoftumate,    and  the 

Tefticle 
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Tefticle  remaining  of  that  Magnitude,  might  oc- 
cafion  the  fame  Pains  and  Symptoms  he  had  felt 
his  whole  Life  before  opening  the  Tumour,  we 
concluded  to  amputate  it,  which  was  immediately 
performed. 

I  found  a  large  Portion  of  the  Epiploon  adhering 
to  the  Body  of  the  Tefticle  and  furrounding  it.  The 
fpermatick  VefTels  were  Cartilaginous,  and  twice 
the  common  Magnitude.  I  tied  the  Epiploon  and 
VefTels  together,  then  amputated  the  Tefticle  and 
drefTed  the  Patient.  He  was  troubled  with  frequent 
Vomitings  for  eight  Days,  which  I  attributed  to 
their  drawing  the  bottom  of  the  Stomach  by  forc- 
ing the  Epiploon  from  it,  to  which  it  is  faftened.  I 
opened  the  Tefticle  in  the  Prefence  of  thofe  Sur- 
geons I  named  before  and  feveral  others,  and  in 
the  Midft  of  it  found  a  large  rufty  Pin,  which,  to 
us,     feemed  very  extraordinary. 

When  we  had  thoroughly  examined  into  the 
PofTibility  of  this  extraneous  Body's  being  intro- 
duced into  a  Part  fo  remote  from  the  common  Re- 
ception of  Aliments,  or  their  Difcharge,  we  con- 
cluded, that  the  Pin  muft  have  entered  up  to  the 
Head  immediately  into  the  Scrotum  when  the  Child 
was  in  (waddling  Cloaths,  and  that  the  Nurfe  not 
perceiving  it,  the  Pains  tho  Child  felt  were  attribut- 
ed to  another  Caufe  ;  that  a  (lender  Suppuration 
might  facilitate  the  Entrance  of  the  Head  of  the 
Pin,  and  afterwards  nothing  prevented  forming 
the  Cicatrice. 

The  Child's  Nurfe,  its  Father  and  Mother,  each 
of  them,  afTured  us  that  he  had  always  complained 
of  a  violent  Pain  in  that  Part,  and  that  the  right 
Tefticle  was  larger  than  the  kft.  The  Patient  en- 
joys a  State  of  good  Health  at  prefent,  is  perfectly 
K  recovered. 
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recover'd,    and  the  Tefticle  and  Pin  are  ftill  pre- 
fer ved  iii  a  Viol. 


Observ.     LVII. 

Upon  a  Child  whofe  Head  was  very  defeclive* 

Inferted  hi  the  Journal  des  Scavans, 
Monday,  Nov.  19,  1691. 

AT  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  o£ November 
1 69 1 ,  Madamoifelle  Morlet,  chief  Midwife 
of  Hotel  Dietiy  delivered  a  Woman  of  a  Child  full 
grown  which  was  without  Brains,  and  had  no  Bone 
on  the  upper  Part  of  the  Head :  There  was  only 
the  Bafis  of  the  Coronal  which  forms  the  fuperior 
Part  of  the  Orbit,  feparated  in  the  Middle  by  a 
(lender  Line  extending  from  the  Bone  of  the  Nofe 
to  the  Sella  Turcica,  which  was  partly  covered 
under  that  Portion  of  the  Coronal,  which  Line 
is  called  the  Sagittal.  There  being  no  parietal 
Bones,  there  was  no  Coronal  Suture,  and  only  the 
Bafis  of  the  occipital  Bone  which  formed  the  large 
Foramen  of  the  Medulla  Spinalis.  It  was  flat  be- 
hind and  elevated  itfelf  half  an  Inch,  which  ren- 
der'd  the  Foramen  fquare. 

Above  this  Hole  there  appeared  a  red  Tumour 
of  the  Bignefs  of  a  large  Nut ;  X  opened  it  and 
found  that  it  was  only  the  Venous  Canal  of  the  Me- 
dulla  Spinalis  filled  with  Blood,  and  terminated  in 
this  Place.     The  Reft  of  the  Head  was  covered 

with 
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With  Hair  adhering  firmly  to  the  Skin,  and    the 
Skin  to  the  Bones. 

The  temporal  Bones  had  no  Squamoje  Part ;  but 
only  the  Os  Petrofum  which  contains  the  Bones  of 
the  Ear,  that  were  vifible  thro'  the  Tympanum. 
The  Os  Sphenoides  was  entire,  but  the  Ethmoides 
was  deficient,  and  the  Crifta  Galli.  None  of  the 
eleven  Bones  of  the  Face  were  miffing  ;  the  under 
Jaw  was  in  its  natural  State,  and  all  other  Parts 
of  the  Body  plump  and  fat  without  any  Defor- 
mity. 

This  Infant  lived  four  Days,  opening  and 
fiiutting  its  Eyes,  crying  fometimes,  fucking  its 
Nurfe,   and  even  eating  Pap. 

I  obferved  befides  that  feveral  fmall  Branches 
of  Nerves  came  from  the  Bafis  of  the  Coronal 
Bone,  where  thofe  inferred  into  the  Frontal  Muf- 
cles  and  the  Eye-lids  were  very  adherent. 

The  Optick  Nerves  proceeded  from  the  Spi- 
nal Marrow,  Hiding  upon  the  Os  Sphenoides, 
then  palTing  through  the  Holes  of  the  Orbit,  in- 
ferted  themfelves  into  the  Eyes,  the  fame  as  in 
another  Perfon. 
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Observ. 


LVIII. 


Upon  the  Wound  of  a  certain  Perjon  who  attempted 
r  to  deftroy  bimfelf. 

'  Merted  in  the  Journal   des  Scavans, 
Monday,  Ap.  6th,  1693. 

nnHE  eighth  ofjOT*  l692>  a  Water-Porter 
T"o 5c  «TW  at  four  tf  Clock  in  Ae 
Mornincr  deiigning  to  cut  his  own  Throat  H» 
Wtfe  perceiving  his  Defign,  and  finding  he  had 
he*ar  to  put  it  in  Execution,  ran  immediately 
tolh   Window  and  cried  out,  Thieves  •    a  Shoe 

Outcry,  was  extremely  furprifed  at  the  Action 

si  s  ass  2S-JSJR.~ 

LSb  o,Itrjo»e„  in  ^Neighbourhood, 
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carried  to  Hotel  Dieu,  where  I  was  immediately 
fent  for. 

When  I  came,  I  found  that  die  fuperior  Part  of 
the  Larynx  was  cut,  the  Wings  of  the  Tyro  ides 
above  its  convex  Part,  which  forms  what  is  vul- 
garly called  Adam's  Apple  ;  that  the  Oesophagus 
was  likewife  cut,  and  only  held  by  a  fmall  Portion 
in  the  poflerior  Part. 

I  perceived  alfo,  that  the  Teguments  and  Mufcles 
were  divided  five  Fingers  Breadth,  without  opening 
any  confiderable  Veflel. 

This  difmal  Spectacle  fhocked  me,  and  finding 
the  Man  was  unable  to  fpeak,  Mr.  Bucher,  Surgeon 
of  the  Hofpital  within,  to  be  convinced  whether  the 
Oefophagus  was  cut  in  its  fuperior  Part  as  well  as 
the  Larynx,  gave  him  a  little  Water  to  fwallow, 
which  came  immediately  forth  at  the  Wound.  I 
told  the  Pried  who  came  to  confefs  him,  that  by 
making  a  Suture  to  the  Wound,  I  could  foon  make 
him  fpeak,  for  the  Air  would  then  retake  its  ac- 
cuflomed  Channel  and  form  his  Speech. 

To  this  End,  I  threaded  a  crooked  Needle,  and 
made  a  clofe  Suture  from  one  Extremity  of  the 
Wound  to  the  other,  and  his  Voice  and  Speech 
returned  in  Proportion  as  the  Wound  was  clofed. 
Then  I  put  Pledgets  of  Lint  upon  the  Suture, 
with  a  Plaifler,  Comprefs  and  Bandage,  and  then 
he  fpoke  diftinctly,  fo  that  he  might  be  heard  a 
diftance  off.  He  was  confeffed,  and  anfwered  the 
CommifTary,  who  interrogated  him,  as  to  the  Rea- 
fons  he  had  for  committing  fo  rafh  an  Action. 

He  lived  from  four  o'  Clock  in  the  Morning, 
that  he  wounded  himfelf,  till  ten  o5  Clock  the  next 
Morning.  When  he  took  any  Nourifhment,  it 
flopped  at  the  Wound  without  palling  either  up- 

K  3  wards 


134      OBSERVATIONS 

wards  or  downwards,  and  always  feemed  to  be  in  his 
Senfes. 


warn 


Observ.     LIX. 

Upon  opening   the  Body  of  a  Woman  who  had  an 
Hernia  Ventralis. 

Inferted  in  the  Journal  des  Scavans, 
Monday,  July  21,  1692. 

A  Woman  from  Chateau  Thierry  came  to  Hotel 
jf"\  Vieu  in  the  Month  of  December  1 69 1 ,  afc 
fiicted  with  an  Hernia  Ventralis^  of  the  Bignefsof 
a  large  Ball.  This  Hernia  proceeded  from  the 
CcBfariar?  Operation  being  performed  upon  her 
fourteen  Years  before  by  a  Surgeon  of  the  fame 
Town,  who,  finding  her  too  long  in  Labour,  rifked 
that  Operation,  by  which  both  the  Mother  and 
Child  were  indeed  preferved,  which  rarely  happens ; 
but  it  was  fix  Months  before  the  Woman  recovered. 
This  gave  Occafion  to  the  Phyficians  and  Surge- 
ons of  the  Place  to  commence  a  Suit  of  Law  a- 
gainft  the  Surgeon  who  performed  the  Operation, 
who  was  at  length  obliged  to  withdraw,  after  lo- 
fing  his  Reputation,  and  the  Child  lived  thirteen 
Months. 

After  the  Mother  recovered,  the  Hernia  was  grar 
dually  formed,  and  came  to  the  bignefs-  menti- 
oned before.  It  was  kept  fupported  by  Rowlers 
eroded  over  the  Shoulders ;  and,  in  Proportion  as 
it  increafed,  the  Pain  became  more  violent.     A% 

length 
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length  it  ulcerated  about  fix  Fingers  Breadth, 
which  Ulceration  penetrated  only  the  Teguments. 
This,  however,  obliged  her  to  come  to  the  Hofpital, 
where  me  was  drerTed  oy  Mr.  Alexander  Petit ,  one 
of  the  twelve  Surgeons  within,  who  took  particular 
Care  of  her.  The  Hernia ,  notwithftanding,  came 
to  that  prodigious  Magnitude,  that,  its  preventing 
the  Patient  to  breath,  fhe  was  fuffbcated  and  died. 

I  opened  the  Body  in  Prefence  of  feveral 
Surgeons  of  the  Hofpital  and  other  Perfons,  and 
found  that  in  the  Place  where  the  Cicatrice  was 
formed  in  the  Teguments,  the  Peritoneum  mot 
forth  diverfe  Filaments  adherent  to  the  Epiploon 
and  the  fmall  Inteftines,  part  whereof  was  contained 
in  the  Tumour,  viz,  the  Ilion  and  Jejunum^  the 
reft  purfued  their  natural  Courfe  and  prefer ved 
their  common  Situation. 

I  obferved  that  the  Womb  had  a  Cicatrice  in 
it,  which  was  prefTed  inwards  from  the  outfide, 
and  then  took  it  entirely  out.  But  before  I  open- 
ed it,  I  defired  Meffteurs  de  Bourges,  Morin,  Lorn- 
bard,  and  Enguehard,  Phyficians  of  the  Faculty  of 
Paris  and  Hotel  Dieu^  to  fee  it. 

I  fhewed  it  befides  to  Mr.  Du  Verney  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  to  the  Society 
of  St.  Cofmey  and  to  Meffieurs  de  Tertre,  Simon^ 
the  younger,  Beauvois*  de  Frades,  Gigot,  Arnaud, 
Roberdeau  and  others. 

I  afterwards  opened  it  in  the  Prefence  of  thefe 
Gentlemen,  and  found  the  Cicatrice  as  well  in  the 
internal  as  external  Part,  which  thoroughly  con- 
firmed all  fhe  had  related  touching  the  Casfarian 
Operation,  that  me  allured  us  had  been  performed, 
which  I  doubted  much  of  as  well  as  others,  tho' 
me  recounted  the  Fact  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to 
make  it  credible.     I  preferve  the  Womb,  where- 
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on  both  the  internal  and  external  Cicatrices  are  very 
confpicuous,  that  thofe  who  doubt  of  the  Truth 
of  this  Fact,  may  have  an  occular  Demonftration 
of  it. 


Observ.     LX. 
Upon  an  extraordinary  Labour. 

Inferted  in  the  Journal  des  Sea  vans, 
Monday,  Nov.  the  26th,  1694. 

A  Woman  big  with  Child  came  to  Hotel  Bieu^ 
towards  the  End  of  September  1694.,  to  be 
delivered  of  a  third  Child,  of  which  fhe  was  preg- 
nant. Thirteen  or  Fourteen  Days  before  her  Death, 
fhe  felt  excefiive  Pains  in  the  umbilical  and  epigaf- 
trick  Region,  by  the  different  Motions  of  the 
Child,  which  obliged  her  to  require  immediate  Re- 
lief, and  to  wifh  they  would  open  her  Side ;  but 
they  did  not  liflen  to  her,  judging  the  Operation  too 
dangerous. 

She  died  the  21ft  of  Ottober  following,  and 
Mejfteurs  Colignon  and  de  Jouy,  aflifted  by  Madam 
de  Gouey,  chief  Midwife,  opened  the  Body  inftantly, 
as  is  commonly  praclifed  in  fuch  Cafes,  to  extract 
the  Child  either  dead  or  alive. 

By  this  Operation  they  difcovered  the  Child  to 
be  dead,  and  obferved  that  it  was  not  in  the  Womb, 
finding  it  entire  and  clofe  to  it.  They  deferred 
any  farther  Examination  to  the  next  Day,  and  cal- 
led in  Mr.  Emtnerez}  the  Phyfician,  Mx.Mauriceau^ 

{worn 


in   S  U  R  G  ERY,  137 

fworn  Surgeon  and  celebrated  in  Midwifery,  Mr. 
DuVemey,  Profeflbr  in  theRoyal  Garden,  Mr.  Mery9 
Anatomifi  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  my 
felf,  with  feveral  other  Surgeons  of  the  Hofpital, 
and  of  the  City.  We  examined  the  Body  with 
Attention  and  difcovered  what  follows. 

All  the  Parts  compofing  the  Womb,  as  well 
internal  as  external,  together  with  the  Vagina,  were 
perfectly  found,  and  was  of  the  Extent  of  a  Wo- 
man's who  had  been  delivered  ten  or  twelve  Days. 
The  internal  Orifice  was  livid  by  being  too  much 
handled  both  before  and  after  her  Death.  There 
were  no  Marks  of  any  Cicatrice  or  Hole  but  in  the 
Tubes,  and  with  Difficulty  would  they  admit  of  an 
Hog's  Brittle.  The  whole  Company  agreed  that 
the  Child  had  not  been  conceived  in  the  Womb, 
and  had  never  been  in  it. 

The  right  Ovarium  was  very  found,  but  the 
Tube  and  its  Appendix  were  putrefied  in  that 
Part  where  it  was  fattened  to  the  Membranes  of 
the  Peritoneum,  which  formed  the  Bag  wherein 
the  Child  was  contained. 

The  left  Ovarium  was  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pul- 
let's Egg,  filled  with  a  putrid  Serolity,  the  Li- 
gamentum  Latum,  the  Tube  and  its  Appendix 
were  putrefied.  The  Bag  containing  the  Child 
was  fituated  between  the  Womb  and  the  Reclum, 
in  the  Cavity  formed  by  the  Curvature  of  the  Os 
facru?n.  The  Child  was  upon  its  Knees,  inclining 
on  the  right  Side,  and  might  have  been  dead  about 
a  Week,  for  the  Epidermis  eafily  feparated. 

He  had  gotten  out  of  the  Placenta,  but  was 
ftill  fattened  to  it  by  the  Navel  String,  and  the 
Placenta  being  out  of  the  Bag,  was  placed  on  the 
left  Side,  which  had  difcharged  a  Quantity  of  ex- 
pravafated  Blood  into  the  Cavity.     The  Edges  of 

it 
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it  being  united  refembled  a  fkittle  Bowl,  and  all 
the  Membranes  that  formed  the  Bag,  and  thofc 
furrounding  it,  were  gangrened. 

REMARK. 

I  am  apt  to  believe  that  the  Extent  of  the 
Womb,  remarkable  in  this  Cafe,  proceeded  from 
the  Reflux  of  Blood  and  Spirits  which  fupplied 
the  Foetus  with  Nourifhment  whilfl  it  was  alive. 


Observ.     LXI. 

Upon  an  old  dneurifmal  'tumour. 

Inferted  in  the  Journal  des  Scavans, 
in  the  Month  of  Jan.  1691. 

THE  firfl  of  December  16*90,  a  Man  62 
Years  of  Age  was  fent  to  Hotel  Dieu,  who 
had  an  Aneurifmal  Tumour  upon  his  left  Arm, 
with  which  he  had  been  troubled  20  Years,  and 
faid  originally  proceeded  from  a  Bleeding.  He 
reported  farther,  that  when  he  was  bled,  they 
could  not  flop  the  Blood  till  four  Hours  after  it 
began  to  flow,  and,  fainting  away,  a  Tumour  re- 
mained upon  that  Part  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  green 
"Walnut,  which  had  flopped  the  Orifice  of  the  Ar- 
tery at  the  Time  he  was  bled.  This  did  not, 
however,  prevent  him  from  working  at  his  Em- 
ployment, which  was  to  dig  in  a  Coal-pit ;  till 
he  came  to  feel  fuch  a  Wearinefs  in  his  Arm  that 

he 
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he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  Work,  and  carry  the 
Bafket  four  Years  without  any  Increafe  of  the 
Tumour. 

Four  Days  before  he  came  to  the  Hofpital 
his  whole  Arm  was  fo  extremely  tumefied,  and 
principally  where  the  Tumour  was,  that  it  gan- 
grened, as  appeared  by  the  Blifters  that  covered 
his  Arm:  Whence  Mr.  Petit  and  my  felf  refolved 
to  perform  the  Operation  for  the  Aneurifm  im- 
mediately. 

To  this  end,  when  we  had  open'd  the  Tumour, 
cut  off  the  mortified  Teguments,  and  difcharged 
the  coagulated  Blood,  we  perceived  an  extraneous 
Body  in  it,  which  adhered  to  the  Orifice  of  the 
wounded  Artery,  and  that  the  arterial  Blood  ef- 
caped  thro'  a  very  fmall  Hole  which  had  been 
lately  made,  and  had  occaiioned  the  prefent  Dis- 
order. 

But  this  extraneous  Body  was  nothing  more 
than  a  Fibrous  coagulated  Blood,  covered  with  a 
Membrane  on  that  Side  from  the  Artery,  and, 
on  the  Side  next  to  it,  there  was  a  fmall  Imprefllon 
in  form  of  an  Arch.  I  have  taken  Care  to  pre- 
ferve  it,  and  have  fhewn  it  to  abundance  of 
(curious  People. 


Observ* 
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Observ.     LXIL 

Upon  an  extraordinary  Deftrutlion  of  the  Bones  pro* 
ducedfrom  an  internal  Caufe. 

Inferted  in  the  Journal  des  Scavans3 
in  the  Month  of  Feb.  1 69 1 . 

T!  H  E  eighth  of  March  1 690,  a  Woman  30 
Years  of  Age  came  to  the  Hotel  Dieu>  who 
was  terribly  afflicted  with  exceflive  Pains  all  over 
her  Body  for  four  Months,  without  the  lead  Fever, 
fo  that  me  could  walk  and  perform  all  other  Ac- 
tions with  a  tolerable  Facility  *,  but  felt  violent 
Pains  whenfoever  me  was  touched.  Medicines  a- 
greeable  to  her  Diftemper  had  been  prefcribed. 
Three  Months  after  me  had  kept  her  Bed,  being 
no  longer  able  to  walk,  all  her  Bones  broke  to 
Pieces  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  was  impofTible 
to  touch  her  without  caufing  a  freffi  Fracture,  and 
thefe  Pains  increafed  more  and  more. 

She  lived,  however,  in  this  Condition  during  the 
Space  of  fix  Months,  and  died  the  fixth  of  December 
in  the  fame  Year. 

I  opened  her  Body,  and  found  the  Bones  of 
the  Thighs,  Legs,  Arms,  the  Collar  Bones,  Ribs, 
Vertebrie*  Ilia,  fhatter'd  and  bruifed  in  Pieces,  and 
not  one  Bone  of  the  whole  Body  was  without  a 
Fracture. 

They  were  even  fo  (lender  and  foft,  that  you 
could  not  take  them  between  your  Fingers  without 

breaking 
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breaking  them  into  Fragments  as  foft  as  the  inward 
Bark  of  a  Tree  wetted  and  rotten,  and  were  fil- 
led with  a  red  Marrow,  which  feemed  to  dif- 
folve  and  melt  into  that  Subftance. 

The  Bones  of  the  Cranium  gave  Way  under 
the  Fingers,  like  thofe  of  a  Child's  15  Days  old. 
The  Cartilages  and  Articulations  were  unaltered. 
The  internal  Parts  were  entirely  found,  and  there 
was  no  Mark  upon  her  whole  Body  of  any  pre- 
ceding Diftemper  ;  for  the  Lues  Venerea  cariates 
the  Bone,  but,  on  the  contrary,  here  the  Bones 
were  diflblved.  I  preferve  fome  Part  of  the  prin- 
cipal Bones  to  fhew  them  to  the  curious,  and  are 
thofe  which  Mr.  du  Verney  has  fo  often  produced 
at  his  publick  and  private  Courfe  of  Anatomy  in 
the  Royal  Garden. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.       LXIII. 

Upon  an  Aneurifm  caufed  by  the  opening  of  the  crural 
Artery. 

IN  the  Month  of  November  168 3,  one  Mr. 
Du  Chene,  Valet  de  Chambre  to  a  Perfon  of 
Distinction  in  the  Fauxbcurg^  St.  Ger?nain^  was 
brought  to  Hotel  Dieu  into  the  Hall  for  Opera- 
tion, to  be  drefTed  of  a  Wound  he  had  received 
with  a  Sword  in  the  internal  and  fuperior  Part  of 
the  Thigh,  which  Wound  was  fucceeded  by  a 
confiderable  Aneurifm. 

Mr.  Bottenttiit  had  the  Care  of  him,  and  as   this 
Perfon  was    particularly  recommended,    and    his 

Wound 
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Wound  of  the  utmoft  Confluence,  he  called  in 
Meffleurs  Morel \  Baffiere,  and  feveral  other  pr in- 
principal  Surgeons,  for  their  Opinion  in  this  Cafe. 

Upon  Examination  of  the  Wound  ;  its  Situation, 
the  Tumour  furrounding  it,  together  with  a  ftrong 
and  deep  Pulfation,  gave  the  whole  Fraternity  Rea- 
ion  to  agree,  that  it  was  an  Aneurifm  caufed  by  the 
Aperture  of  the  Trunk  of  the  crural  Artery,  or  of 
the  Beginning  of  one  of  the  principal  Branches  pro- 
ceeding from  it  at  the  Place  of  its  Divifion:  but  the 
principal  Difficulty  confifted  in  finding  out  a  Me- 
thod to  affift  the  Patient,  whofe  Life  was  in 
Danger  by  the  Wound. 

The  Operation  for  the  Aneurifm  was  the  only 
means  we  could  attempt ;  but  many  fatal  Ac- 
cidents were  to  be  apprehended  by  perform- 
ing it ;  Firft,  that  the  Patient  might  perifh  by 
the  Hemorrhage,  before  we  could  well  difcover 
v/here  the  Artery  was  opened  to  make  the  Ligature 
above.  Secondly,  that  by  tying  the  Trunk  of  the 
Artery,  fuppofing  we  had  found  the  Aperture  in 
that  Place,  as  we  had  Reafon  to  believe  by  the 
Situation  of  the  Wound,  all  the  lower  Parts  might 
fall  into  a  Gangrene  by  the  Interception  of  the  Blood 
that  was  neceffary  to  nourifti  it. 

Neverthelefs,  all  thefe  Considerations  did  not 
prevent  us  from  concluding  upon  the  Operation, 
Jet  the  fmall  Hopes  of  Succefs  be  as  they  would. 
The  Patient  was  therefore  prepared,  by  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  Sacraments,  whilft  on  our  Part  we  dif- 
pofed  every  Thing  neceffary  for  the  Operation  : 
That  is  to  fay,  a  large  Quantity  of  aftringent 
Powders,  compofed  of  boiled  Turpentine,  Colo- 
phon powdered,  an  aftringent  Plaifter,  and  Terra 
Sigillata  \  the  aftringent  Ointment  to  cover  the 
Plaifter  compofed  of  Bole  Armenie,  the  Whites  of 

Eggs, 
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Eggs,  Oil  of  Rofes  and  Vinegar  ;  a  large  Quan- 
tity of  Lint  to  fill  the  Wound  and  abforb  the  Moi  A 
ture;  graduated  Comprefles  tocomprcfs  the  Artery, 
circular  Comprefles,  and  two  long  Rowlers  4  Inches 
broad,  that  they  might  be  alternatively  palled 
round  the  Body  of  the  Patient,  without  which  a 
fecure  Bandage  could  not  be  made  upon  the  Thigh, 
which  diminishes  from  above  downwards. 

The  Drefllngs  being  thus  prepared,  we  began  the 
Operation  ;  guarding  againft  the  Hemorrhage,  by 
Means  of  a  Ligature  called  Tourniquet  placed  upon 
the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Thigh.  But  this  Tourniquet 
is  nothing  more  than  a  Texture  of  Thread,  Silk  or 
any  other  proper  Subftance  an  Inch  broad,  which 
makes  two  turns  about  the  Part  you  have  a  Mind 
to  prefs,  the  laft  turn  whereof  is  tightened  by 
means  of  a  round  Piece  of  Wood  four  or  five 
Inches  long,  pafTed  underneath  it,  and  twilled  by 
a  Servant,  obferving  at  the  fame  Time  to  ftraiten 
it  upon  a  Piece  of  Pafte-board  placed  immediately 
under  the  Knot,  that  the  Skin  may  not  be  pinched, 
and  the  Conftriclion  lefs  painful. 

When  the  Operator  judged  that  the  Tourniquet 
was  fufficiently  tight,  he  opened  the  Aneurifmal 
Tumour  in  its  full  Extent,  and  extracted  all  the 
Blood  that  was  extravafated  in  a  large  Quantity 
between  the  Mufcles,  from  whence  refulted  a  large 
Vacuity,  which  much  facilitated  the  Succefs  of 
the  Operation.  This  wide  Vacuity  having  af- 
forded room,  when  the  Tourniquet  was  loofened, 
to  perceive  the  Place  where  the  Artery  was  open- 
ed, which  was  found  to  be  very  coniiderable  by 
the  Flux  of  Blood,  yet  it  was  foon  Hopped  by 
twilling  the  Tourniquet. 

The  Hemorrhage  being  thus  fupprefTed,  we 
pafled  a  crooked  Needle  under  the  Artery,  threaded 

with 
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with  a  double  waxed  Thread,  part  whereof  we  paf-^ 
fed  above  the  Aperture  in  the  Veffel,  and  the 
other  below,  which  were  afterwards  of  a  double 
Knot  called  the  Surgeons  Knot.  No  fmall  Com- 
prefTes  were  placed  upon  the  Artery  above  the 
Knot  as  is  practifed  by  fome,  becaufe  it  was  judged 
proper  to  tie  fo  confiderable  an  Artery  very  tight, 
which  we  could  not  have  been  fure  of  doing  by  the 
Interpofition  of  a  Comprefs,  which  being  imbibed 
with  Moifture  diminifhes  in  Thicknefs,  and  makes 
Room  for  the  Ligature  to  loofen. 

The  Relaxation  of  the  Tourniquet  making  it 
appear  that  the  Blood  was  flopped  by  the  Liga- 
ture of  the  Artery,  a  large  Quantity  of  aftringent 
Powder  was  thrown  into  the  Wound,  which  is  o- 
therwife  called  the  dry  Digeftive,  and  the  Vacuity 
was  filled  with  Pieces  of  torn  Linnen,  which  were 
raifed  above  the  Level  of  the  Skin,  that  the  Ar- 
tery might  be  the  better  comprefTed  by  Means  of 
this  Elevation.  Then  we  applied  a  large  aftrin- 
gen  Plaifter,  which  furrounded  the  fuperior  and 
middle  Part  of  the  Thigh,  and  above  it  Compref- 
fes  dipped  in  Aromatick  Wine,  with  which  the 
whole  Limb  was  likewife  covered  to  keep  the 
Parts  warm,  and  to  animate  the  Remainder  of  the 
Spirits  after  the  fudden  Interception  of  fo  confide- 
rable a  Veffel.  Then  we  applied  the  Bandage, 
and  when  we  had  put  the  Patient  in  Bed,  we  plac- 
ed the  Thigh  in  an  elevated  Situation,  and  laid  it 
upon  a  Pillow,  ordering  a  Compreffion  to  be  made 
conftantly  upon  the  Artery  by  two  Servants  who 
relieved  each  other,  and  this  for  the  Space  of 
24  Hours,  for  the  greater  Security. 

The  firft  Dreffing  was  not  removed  till  thirty 
Hours  after,  when  we  raifed  him  up  very  gently, 
not  removing  any  Thing  in  the   Wound  but  what 

would 
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Would  feparate  with  cafe.  All  at  the  Bottom 
was  left  behind,  and  we  contented  our  fclvcs 
With  abforbing  the  Moifture  and  fprinkling  frefh 
Powder  into  the  Wound,  and  then  applied  the 
fame  DrefTing  as  before. 

What  clofely  adhered  to  the  Bottom  of  the 
Wound,  did  not  feparate  till  the  fourth  DrefTing, 
and  the  Ligature  fubfifted  till  it  fell  off  .on  its  owri 
accord  in  fifteen  Days,  when  the  Wound  was 
incarnated,  and  the  Patient  perfectly  cured  in 
fix  Weeks,  without  the  Intervention  of  any  cons- 
iderable Accident,  and  from  that  Time  has  en- 
joy'd  a  good  State  of  Health,  and  made  feveral 
Campaigns  in  the  Army  with  all  pomble  Vigour* 

REMARK. 

This  Obfervation  is  one  of  thofe  which  informs 
us,  that  we  fometimes  fucceed,  by  not  abandoning 
our  Patients  in  the  moft  defperate  Cafes,  when 
Affairs  are  conducted  for  their  Relief  according  to 
the  true  Practice  of  Surgery*  and  the  Laws  of 
Prudence,  which  ought  always  to  direct  us  in  the 
Performance  of  fo  important  and  difficult  an  Art. 
Therefore  jufl  Praifes  are  due  to  Mr.  Bottentiut^ 
for  his  prudent  Management  upon  fo  nice  and 
dangerous  an  Occafion. 


Observe 
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Observ.     LXIV. 

Upon  an  Operation  for  the  Stone  attended  with  a 
Fijlula. 

IN  the  Month  of  September  1693,  a  Child  fix 
Years  of  Age,  a  Native  of  Nogent  upon  the 
Seine,  was  brought  to  the  Hofpital  to  be  cut  for 
the  Stone. 

After  the  common  Preparations,  I  performed 
the  Operation,  and  the  Wound  was  in  an  happy 
Way  of  healing,  when  the  Child  began  to  grieve, 
that  his  Mother  who  ufed  to  come  every  Day  to 
fee  him  was  gone  into  the  Country. 

This  Grief  threw  the  Child  into  fuch  ancitrophy, 
and  the  Coldnefs  of  the  Winter  fupervening  foon 
after,  irritated  the  Wound  to  that  Degree  that  it 
became  Fiftulous,  fo  that  he  was  fent  back  into 
his  own  Country  uncured. 

The  Year  following  he  was  brought  back  again 
to  be  treated  of  his  Fiftula.  He  had  recovered  his 
Flefh,  and  I  drefTed  him  conftantly  four  Months 
without  being  much  advanced  in  the  Cure.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Caufticks,  I  employed  to  deftroy 
the  Callofity,  had  increafed  his  Diflemper  by  the 
freih.  Lofs  of  Subftance;  in  fhort,  I  began  to 
think  his  Difeafe  incurable,  and  mould  have  fent 
him,  had  not  I  reflected  upon  the  particular 
Recommendations  I  received  upon  his  Account, 
and  upon  the  Difcredit  I  fliould  gain,  by  dis- 
charging him  a  fecond  Time  without  being  cured. 

It 
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It  came  into  my  Thoughts,  that  the  Borders  of 
the  Hair  Lip  are  re-united  by  making  an  Incifion  ; 
and  that  I  might  probably  iucceed  by  doing  the 
fame  to  this  Fiftula. 

I  therefore  refolved  to  attempt  this  Method  of 
Cure,  and  inftead  of  ufing  my  ScifTors  to  cut  the 
Callofity  at  the  Borders  of  the  Ulcers,  I  applied 
Trocb.  de  Minio  to  confume  them,  and,  twelve 
Hours  after,  I  made  two  Inciiions  round  the  Fif- 
tula  in  Form  of  a  Crefcent,  whofe  Points  were  turn- 
ed towards  the  Fiftula,  which  I  made  of  fnch  a 
Depth,  that  a  writing  Quill  might  be  lodged  in 
the  Incifions,  occafioning  a  great  Relaxation  in 
the  Skin,  and  made  Room  for  it  to  approach  on 
the  Side  of  the  Fiftula. 

The  Efcharr  formed  by  the  Cauftick  ieparated 
in  three  Days,  and  then  I  dreffed  the  frefli  Wound, 
with  a  digeftive  Ointment  compofed  of  Linim. 
Arctfi  and  Ung.  Suppur.  01.  Ovor.  and  Tereb.  venet. 
which  being  melted  together  is  ftirred  with  a  Spa- 
tula till  cold.  Over  this  I  applied  an  Empl.  Dia- 
pompb,  which  refifts  the  Acrimony  of  the  Urine 
beyond  any  other  Plaifter.  Afterwards  I  placed 
fmall^Compreffes  on  each  Side  of  the  Wound,  and 
large; ones  over  them,  in  order  to  aproximate  the 
Edges,  by  which  means  the  Cicatrice  was  formed, 
and  the  Fiftula  fo  compleatly  healed  in  a  fhort 
Time  that  k  never  returned. 
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Observ,     LX  V. 

Upon   a  Bone  lodged  in  the  throat. 

'This  Obfervation   is   upon  a  Cure  performed  by  Mr. 
Anthoine,  Mafier  Surgeon  at  Mery  upon  the  Seine* 

IN  the  Month  of  October  1690,  a  Poftillion  of 
Mr.  deSarron's,  Counfellor  of  the  Grand  Cham- 
ber of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  who  was  then  at 
his  Country  Seat  in  Champagne,  by  eating  a  little 
Scupe  haftily,  fwaliowed  a  Bone  without  perceiv- 
ing it,  whofe  Afperities  caufed  it  to  ftick  in  the 
Middle  of  the  Oefophagus,  fo  that  it  could  not  be 
moved  either  upwards  or  downwards,  which  cre- 
ated fuch  terrible  Inclinations  to  vomit,  that  the 
■poor  Creature  was  black  in  the  Face,  and  it  was 
much  to  be  feared  that  he  would  perifh  by  the 
violent  Efforts  he  fruitlefly  made  to  call  up  that 
extraneous  Body. 

Upon  fo  prefTing  an  Occafion,  which  the  Sur- 
geon of  the  Place  could  not  Remedy,  they  had 
Recourfe  to  Mr.  Anthoine,  a  very  ingenious  and  able 
Surgeon,  and  a  Perfon  of  lingular  Reputation  and 
Character  in  that  Province. 

Being  arrived,  he  endeavoured  to  thrufl  the 
Bone  into  the  Patient's  Stomach  by  Means  of  a 
crooked  Bougie  and  a  Button  at  the  End  of  it,  but 
without  Succefs,  this  not  having  Force  fufficient  to 
move  the  extraneous  Body.  Neverthelefs  the  Ac- 
cidents increafed,  and  the  Want  of  Aflifiance  put- 
ting 
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ting  this  Man  in  Danger  of  being  fuffocated,  he 
took  a  Piece  of  flrong  Iron  Wire  and  bent  it 
as  much  as  was  necefTary  ;  then  melting  fome  Lead 
he  plunged  the  End  of  the  Wire  into  it,  till  as 
much  adhered  to  it,  when  it  was  cold,  as  he  judged 
fit  for  his  Purpofe.  This  Method  fucceeded,  and 
he  prefTed  the  Bone  down  the  Oefophagus,  as  far  as 
the  Jength  of  the  Wire  would  permit ;  but  not 
being  fufficiently  long  to  thrufl  it  quite  into  the 
Stomach,  he  was  obliged  to  prepare  another  longer 
than  the  firft,  by  means  whereof  the  Bone  fell  into 
the  Stomach,  and  he  was  foon  relieved. 

I  had  this  Account  from  the  Poftillion  himfeJf, 
which  was  confirmed  by  his  fellow  Servants.  And 
it  is  very  certain,  that  if  Mr.  Anthoine  had  not 
inftantly  employed  this  Method,  the  poor  Creature 
would  have  been  infallibly  fuffocated,  and  died 
in  Convulfions. 
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Observ.     LXVL 


Upon   a  Bone  flicking  at  the  Extremity   of  the 
Rectum. 


TH  E  22d  of  December  1695,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  Shoe-maker,  who  was  apprehenfive  of 
a  Fiftula  in  Ano.  I  examined  immediately  the 
whole  Circumference  of  the  Anus,  where  I  per- 
ceived neither  Inflammation  nor  Fiftula  ;  but  by 
preffing  with  my  Finger  I  felc  a  profound  Hard- 
nefs  in  the  Fundament. 

L  2  Then 
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Then  rubbing  my  Fore- finger  with  a  little  Oil, 
I  thruft  it  into  the  Reclum>  where  I  felt  a  folid 
extraneous  Subftance,  and  found  it  to  be  a  Bone 
he  had  fwallowed  with  his  Soupe.  I  immediately 
took  a  Crow's  Bill  and  (lid  it  upon  my  Finger, 
and  laying  hold  of  the  Bone  with  the  Extremity 
of  the  Inftrnment,  I  endeavoured  to  extract  it ; 
but  it  was  fo  fixed  in  the  Folds  of  the  Anus  at  both 
Ends,  that  I  was  obliged  to  feparate  thefe  Points 
with  my  Biftoury,  by  flightly  inciding  thofe  places 
to  which  they  were  fattened  ;  and  by  this  means 
extracted  the  Bone  •,  the  Patient  foon  recovered, 
by  a  few  vulnerary  Injections  up  the  Anus. 


Observ.     LXV1I. 

Upon  the  Extraction  of  a  Needle  which  had  pene- 
trated the  Mufculus  Deltoides. 


I  Was  fent  for  the  Sixth  of  May  1697,  to  fee  a 
Fan- makers  Sifter,  who  complained  of  a  vio- 
lent Pain  in  her  left  Shoulder ;  I  examined  the 
Arm,  and  prefling  my  Hand  upon  the  Mufculus 
Deltoides ',  obferved  that  fhe  complained  of  a  Punc- 
ture in  a  particular  Place. 

I  looked  narrowly  into  this  Part,  and  perceived 
a  fmall  Inflammation  refembling  a  Flea-bite  ;  then 
prefling  my  Finger  upon  it,  fhe  felt  a  more  violent 
pricking  *,  upon  which  I  enquired  whether  in  play- 
ing, fhe  had  not  thruft  a  Pin  or  Needle  into  her 
Arm.  She  anfwered  me,  that  fome  Time  before, 
a  young  Girl  of  her  Acquaintance  being  with  her 

in 
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in  Bed,  was  playing  with  a  fmall  Needle,  and  could 
not  afterwards  tell  what  was  become  of  it. 

This  Relation  gave  me  room  to  conjecture, 
that  the  Needle  had  entered  into  her  Arm,  and 
might  be  the  Caufe  of  that  painful  Senfation. 
Upon  this  fo  well  founded  Indication,  I  propofed 
to  make  an  Incifion  upon  that  Part,  that  I  might 
difcoverthe  Needle  and  extract  it.  She  confented 
to  the  Propofition  -,  then  taking  my  (Irak  Biftoury, 
I  made  an  Incifion  upon  the  fmall  Speck  I  had 
perceived,  and  introducing  my  Finger  into  the 
Orifice,  I  felt  an  extraneous  Body,  which  was 
the  very  Needle  in  Queftion,  and  extracted  it 
black  and  rufty,  the  Incifion  I  had  made  healed 
in  a  few  Days  like  a  fimple  Wound. 


Observ.    lxviii. 

Upon  the  dreadful  Conferences  attending  a  Carci- 
nomatous Wen. 

TH  E  Abbot  of  St.  UJfans^  whom  I  menti- 
oned before  upon  Account  of  the  pretended 
Hermaphodite  ztTboulou/e,  had  a  Species  of  Car- 
cinomatous Wen  at  the  Bottom  of  his  Foot,  againft 
the  Metatarfal  Bone  anfwering  the  middle  Toe, 
which  was  not  elevated  much  above  the  Surface  of 
the  Skin.  It  was  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Farthing,  with 
an  inflamed  Ulceration  attended  with  little  Pain. 

As  he  was  pleafed  to  afk  my  Opinion  upon  this 
Hardnefs,    and  delired  me  to  examine  it,    I  in- 
formed him  that  it  was  of  an  ill  Sort,  and  advifed 
L  4  him 
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him  not  to  attempt  to  have  it  healed,  fince  it  was 
not  very  incommodious.  He  confulted  Mr.  HeU 
vefius,  Doctor  in  Phyfick,  and  Mr.Le  Dran>  Matter 
Surgeon,  with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  who  were 
both  of  the  fame  Opinion  as  my  felf. 

But  as  he  often  vifited  the  Poor  at  Hotel  Dieu  to 
relieve  them  by  his  Charity,  and  give  them  fpiritual 
Exhortations,  as  I  mentioned  before,  he  afked  moft 
of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Hofpital  their  Opinions, 
who  all  agreed  that  it  fhould  not  be  meddled 
with. 

At  length  being  Weary,  as  he  expreffed  it,  of 
enduring  a  Diftemper  that  fpoiled  his  Stockings, 
he  defired  Mr.  1'bibaut,  Surgeon  within,  to  give  him 
fome  Medicine  that  would  heal  it,  who,  at  his 
Inftances  confented,  and  applied  a  Cauftick  to 
make  an  Efcharr  upon  this  pretended  Wen,  to 
confume  it  as  foon  as  poffible. 

The  Application  of  this  Cauftick  gave  him  fuch 
tormenting  Pains,  and  caufed  fo  considerable  an 
Inflammation,  that  they  were  obliged  to  ufe  Nar- 
cqdcks  to  appeafe  the  Symptoms,  and  procure 
a  Suppuration.  The  Efcharr  having  feparated, 
bad  Fiefii  arofe,  which  caufed  an  Excrefcence 
that  could  not  be  deftroyed  by  the  Ufe  of  Con- 
iumptives,  but  brought  a  terrible  Humour  upon 
the  Part.  This  Management  being  continued  a 
Month  or  two  Mr.  tfbibaut,  weary  of  his  ill  Suc- 
cefs,  abandoned  the  Affair. 

The  Patient  finding  himfelf  in  fo  defperate  a 
Condition,  fent  for  Mr.  he  Dran,  and  defired 
him  to  undertake  the  Cure.  Mr.  he  Dran,  tho'  he 
for-efaw  the  Event,  as  he  was  his  Friend,  would 
not  refufe  him  his  Afliftance.  I  was  called  in 
Cgnfukation,  and  the  Refuk  was,  that  the  ill  Cha- 
racter cf  the  Difternper,  not  permitting  us  to  difco- 

ver 
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ver  the  bottom  of  it,  left  the  violent  Methods  ne- 
ceflary  for  that  End  mould  occafion  too  bad  Symp- 
toms, the  bed  Way  was  to  drefs  the  Ulcer  with 
gentle  Medicines  and  keep  to  a  palliative  Cure. 

He  was  dreffed  in  this  Manner  for  above  eight 
Months,  and  then  there  appeared  a  Tumour,  of 
the  fame  Nature  as  the  firft,  between  his  Noftril 
and  Cheek.  Mr.  Le  Bran  refufing  to  meddle  with 
it,  he  fent  for  an  Empirick  who  had  the  Reputa- 
tion of  curing  Wens.  At  firft  Sight  of  the  Tu- 
mour he  promifed  to  cure  him,  treating  all  Kinds 
of  Tumours  he  law  for  Wens.  He  applied  his 
Cauftick  round  it  to  deftroy  its  Bafis,  but  only 
penetrated  the  Superficies,  and  when  he  had  in 
Vain  attempted  the  Cure  a  confiderable  Time,  the 
Tumour  grew  bigger  than  it  was  before. 

Other  Tumours  of  the  fame  Nature  foon  after 
fupervened  in  the  Groins,  then  a  Difficulty  in 
Refpiration,  which  was  a  Prelude  to  a  Dropfy  in 
the  Thorax,  and  was  foon  communicated  to  the 
Abdomen,  fo  that,  fince  he  could  neither  lye  nor 
(land,  he  was  obliged  to  fit  up  in  an  armed  Chair 
for  fix  Months. 

A  little  before  his  Death,  he  fent  for  me  to 
Probe  him  on  Account  of  a  Suppreffion  of  Urine, 
which  happened  by  a  Palfy  in  the  Sphincter  of  the 
Bladder  ;  but  being  ill  at  that  Time,  I  fent  him 
a  Surgeon  from  the  Hofpital,  who  probed  him 
three  or  four  Times  -per  Day  till  he  died. 

I  faw  him  the  Evening  before  his  Death:  And 
tho'  he  was  dying,  he  told  me,  his  approaching 
Death  did  not  give  him  the  lead  Uneafinefs,  fince 
the  long  Duration  of  his  Sufferings  would  contri- 
bute towards  the  Expiation  of  his  Sins  •,  but,  that 
had  he  profecuted  my  Advice,  he  mould  not 
perhaps  have  been  in  that  Condition. 

His 
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f  His  Body  was  opened,  after  his  Death,  by  the  fame 
Surgeon,  who  drew  a  large  Quantity  of  Water  from 
the  Abdomen  and  Thorax,  and,  moreover,  found  the 
Mefentery  fluffed  with  Glands  of  the  fame  Difpofi- 
tion  as  thofe  that  appeared  externally. 

R  E  MAR  K. 

This  Obfervation  ought  to  inftrudr.  Surgeons  in 
the  Danger  there  is  of  meddling  with  Tumours  or 
Ulcerations  that  are  carcinomatous.  For  altho'  the 
Diftemper  affecting  this  Patient  in  his  Foot  at  firft, 
was  not  very  painful,  yet  I  could  perceive  it  to  fa- 
vour of  that  Malignity,  by  its  refufing  to  yield 
to  common  Applications. 


Observ.     LXIX. 

Upon  an  extraordinary  Fr allure  of  the  Arm. 

IN  the  Month  of  September  1692,  a  Child  ten 
or  eleven  Years  old  came  to  Hotel  Dieu,  having 
a  Tumour  on  the  fuperior  part  of  the  left  Arm,  ex- 
traordinary both  on  Account  of  its  Magnitude, 
which  was  equal  to  the  Bignefs  of  a  Man's  Head, 
and  the  Inequalities  obferved  in  it  upon  the  Touch  : 
For  a  Fluctuation  was  perceivable  in  fome  Places 
and  an  Hardnefs  in  others. 

The  Singularity  of  this  Diftemper,  raifed  the 
Curiofity  of  feveral  able  Phyficians  and  Surgeons 
to  examine  it,  who  were  divided  in  their  Opinions. 
Mr.  Petit,  Mafter  Surgeon  of  the  Hofpital  Hotel 

D  ICUy 


in    SURGERY.  155 

Dieu,  thought,  amongft  many  others,  that  it  might 
be  an  Aneurifm,  others  pretended  it  was  an  Exof- 
tofis.  At  length  they  determined  to  judge  more 
certainly  of  it  by  the  Aperture  of  the  Tumour  ; 
but  the  Patient  oppofed  it,  faying,  every  one  had 
told  him  that  he  mould  die  as  foon  as  his  Arm 
was  opened,  and  had  rather  leave  the  Hofpital  than 
fubmit  to  the  Operation. 

However,  he  did  not  long  profecute  this  Refo- 
lution  •,  being  very  weak,  the  Burthen  he  carried 
became  fo  incommodious,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
return  the  next  Day,  more  enervated  than  he  was 
before,  which  obliged  us  to  poftpone  the  Opera- 
tion ;  and  his  lad  Fatigue,  by  going  out,  hacLre- 
duced  him  to  fo  miferable  a  Condition,  that  he 
died  a  few  Days  after. 

I  opened  the  Tumour,  in  which  I  found  thofe 
who  attributed  the  Caufe  of  the  Diftemper  to  the 
Bone  it  felf,  had  judged  better  than  others ;  for 
inftead  of  an  Aneurifm,  I  difcovered  a  Fracture  in 
the  Bone  of  the  Arm  three  Fingers  breadth  below 
the  Neck  of  it,  and  that  the  large  Size  of  the  Tu- 
mour proceeded  from  a  Separation  of  the  Fibres  of 
the  Bone,  which  formed  an  infinite  Number  of 
Cells  filled  with  a  glutinous  vifcous  Matter,  the 
Fluctuation  whereof  was  to  be  felt  while  the  Pa- 
tient was  alive. 

He  was  afked,  during  his  Life-time,  whether 
he  had  received  no  Strain  or  Fall,  that  might  have 
occafioned  his  Diftemper,  and  we  could  have  no 
other  anfwer  ;  but,  that  having  received  a  Blow  on 
that  Part,  he  had  been  very  much  handled  by  a 
Surgeon,  who  gave  him  no  Account  of  his  Di- 
ftemper. 

As  the  Diforder  in  this  Bone  was  very  particu- 
lar, I  preferved  it,  and  having  afterwards  carried 

it 
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it  to  Mr.  Du  Vernay,  ProfefTor  in  the  Royal  Garden, 
he  mewed  it  in  his  publick  and  private  Courfes 
of  Anatomy.  For  which  Reafon,  many  Phyfici- 
ans,  Surgeons,  and  other  curious  Peribns  had  the 
Opportunity  of  feeing  it,  together  with  the  Ti- 
bia and  Perone  of  a  Lad  21  Years  of  Age,  trou- 
bled with  an  Exoftofis  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Size, 
that  I  was  obliged  to  amputate  the  Leg,  the  Weight 
whereof  was  grown  entirely  incommodious. 

Observ.     LXX. 

Upon  a  Wound  on  the  Head. 

IN  the  Month  of  May  1693,  a  Carpenter  of 
the  Suburbs  of  St.  Denis,  who  imagined  he 
heard  Thieves  in  his  Shop  at  Night,  rofe  fo  fud- 
denly  out  of  his  Bed,  that  having  ftruck  his  Head 
againft  the  Latch  of  the  Door  with  great  Force,  he 
received  a  considerable  Wound,  with  a  Depreffion 
of  the  firfl  Table  of  the  Cranium  in  the  middle  of 
the  Coronal  Bone. 

Mr.  Monrofe,  a  Surgeon  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
was  called  to  drefs  him,  and  perceiving  the  De- 
preffion in  the  Bone,  which  was  round  and  would 
admit  of  a  Pea  -,  he  acquainted  thofe  who  were 
prefent,  that,  fmce  the  Wound  might  be  attended 
with  unhappy  Confequences,  it  was  proper  to  have 
a  Confutation,  and  his  Father- in -Law  being  an 
Acquaintance  of  mine,  I  was  called    in. 

When  we  had  examined  ^the  Wound,  not  ob- 
ferving  from  my  felf,  or  from  the  Queftions  afked 

the 
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the  Patient,  any  extraordinary  Symptom,  generally 
attending  Deprefiions  of  the  Cranium,  when  they 
prefs  upon  the  internal  Parts  •,  I  advifed,  that  the 
Wound  mould  be  carefully  drefled  in  the  Manner 
of  a  Contufion  ;  and  that  if  the  lead  bad  Symptom 
happened,  they  would  fend  for  me  again,  and 
that  in  fuch  Cafe  it  would  be  neceflary  to  apply 
the  Trepan. 

The  Drefling  was  performed  in  the  Manner  I  had 
advifed,  and  the  Bone  exfoliated  at  the  accuf- 
tomed  Time,  without  confining  the  Patient  to  his 
Bed,  or  having  the  leaft  Fever:  From  whence  it 
appears,  that  it  is  not  always  neceflary  to  apply 
the  Trepan  upon  a  flight  Impreflion  on  the  Crani- 
um •,  and  that  it  may  be  deferred  upon  many  Oc- 
cafions,  till  the  Symptoms  afford  an  indifpenfable 
Indication  to  perform  it. 


Observ.     LXXI. 

Upon  another  Wound  on  the  Head. 

I  Don't  exactly  know  the  Time,  that  I  was  fent 
for  to  fee  a  Girl,  who  had  fallen  into  a  Well, 
atcer  her  Bucket,  againft  the  Edge  whereof  fhe  laid 
the  Parietal  Bone  bare  the  Bignefs  of  a  Crown.  The 
Surgeon  whodreffed  her  having  obferved  upon  the 
difcovered  Bone,  one  of  thofe  flender  Impreffions 
or  Furrows  made  by  a  fmall  Branch  of  an  Artery 
Aiding  along  its  Subflance,  and  taking  it  for  a 
Fracture,  prepofTefled  the  Patient's  Relations,  that 
the  Trepan   was  abforutely  neceflary,    to  prevent 

any 
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any  future  Accidents  that  happen  upon  Fracture3 
of  the  Cranium. 

The  Relations  having  confented  to  what  he  had 
inflnuated,  he  defired  that  I  would  affift  him  with 
my  Advice  in  the  Operation,  and  to  lend  him  my 
Trepan,  which  I  voluntarily  granted.  But  I  had  no 
fooner  examined  the  Superficies  of  the  Bone,  and 
underftood  the  Miftake,  but  I  called  him  afide, 
and  acquainting  him,  that  as  there  was  no  Fracture 
of  the  Bone,  nor  Symptoms  that  required  the  O- 
peration  it  was  unreafonable  to  perform  it  without 
a  Neceflity.  Neverthelefs,  to  moderate  the  Opi- 
nion he  had  haftily  given,  I  told  him,  that  fmce 
the  Fracture  was  only  Capillary,  and  the  Symptoms 
not  very  prefling,  it  would  be  fufficient  to  fcrape 
the  Bone  with  a  Rugine  upon  the  fractured  Part,  to 
judge  the  better  of  its  Profundity. 

I  defired  him  to  give  two  or  three  Strokes  to  the 
Bone  with  the  Rugine,  and  this  only  out  of  Form, 
then  telling  the  People  prefent,  that  the  FiiTure 
did  not  penetrate  deep,  the  Surgeon  found  himfelf 
undeceived,  and  the  Patient  freed  from  an  Ope- 
ration, which  would  have  done  him  more  harm 
than  good,  either  by  linking  ki&  Imagination  from 
the  largenefs  of  the  Wound,  or  considerably  re- 
tarding the  Cure,  which  was  healed  in  a  fhort 
Time  by  a  flight  Exfoliation  of  the  Bone. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

It  appears  by  the  Expofition  of  this  Fact,  that 
Surgeons  may  fometimes  perform  unneceflary  Ope- 
rations, which  they  believe  abfolutely  neceffary, 
for  want  of  a  thorough  Light  in  Anatomy,  in  order 
to  form  a  right  Judgmenc  of  the  Parts  of  human 
Body  as  well  natural  as  Pr ester  Natural. 

Observ. 
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Upon  Pains  occafwned  by  a  Stone,  the  true  Cauff 
whereof  had  been  concealed  for  a  long  ^time. 

TH  E  Wife  of  Sieur  Paillot  had  complained  for 
above  three  Years  of  a  Weight  on  the  Vagina 
and  Reclum,  for  which  fhe  had  ufed  variety  of  Re- 
medies, after  confulting  many  celebrated  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons,  who  had  examined  her  to  be  in- 
form'd,  whether  there  was  any  extraneous  Body  in 
the  Vagina,  and  had  interrogated  her  likewife  upon 
all  the  Symptoms  of  Pregnancy,  this  Woman  hav- 
ing had  feveral  Children  by  a  former  Hufband. 

All  thofe  Remedies  and  Confultations  did  not 
afford  her  the  leaft  Relief :  But  accidentally  meet- 
ing with  Mr.  Huet,  Mafter  Surgeon,  and  the  Apo- 
thecary of  the  Convent  of  Picpus,  fhe  related  her 
Diltemper  to  them,  which  daily  became  more  and 
more  infupportable.  They  obferved  by  her  Re- 
cital, and  the  Queftions  afked,  that  ihe  had  a 
Difficulty  in  making  Water  $  and  conjectured 
that  the  Surgeons  who  practice  Midwifery,  having 
found  no  Signs  of  Pregnancy,  the  Caufe  of  her 
Pains  might  proceed  from  a  Stone  in  the  Blad- 
der, and  advifed  them  to  confult  me  upon  the 
Cccafion. 

I  was  called  in  to  fee  her  the  2d  of  February 
1696,  and  examining  her  upon  the  Symptoms  that 
had  preceded,  and  thofe  that  ftill  fubfifted,  I  readily 
undcrftood  the  Caufe  of  her  Pains,  which  I  affirmed 

to 
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to  proceed  from  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  and  to 
convince  her  thoroughly  of  it,  I  perfwaded  her  to 
be  probed,  and  had  no  fooner  introduced  my  Ca- 
theter but  I  felt  a  large  Stone,  which  I  defired  both 
Mr.  Huet  and  herfelf  to  feel. 

The  Caufe  of  her  Pains  being  thus  difcover- 
ed,  fhe  was  the  firft  that  defired  to  have  it  ex- 
tracted. I  advifed  the  Surgeon  in  things  ne* 
cefTary  for  this  Undertaking,  and  the  Day  was 
fixed  for  the  Operation  •,  but  infilled  however, 
that  I  fhould  not  return  without  hearing  from 
them. 

In  the  Interval,  feveral  Perfons  who  had  a  par- 
ticular Regard  to  her  Health,  and  her  own  Chil- 
dren among  others,  advifed  her  to  confult  an  Em- 
pirick,  who  cures  all  Diftempers,  and  goes  by  the 
Name  of  the  Chaudray  Doctor.  The  Bizarrery  and 
good  Opinion  of  the  People  occafioned  this  Coun- 
try Fellow  to  be  Licenfed  Doctor  in  Phyfick.  And 
this  pretended  Phyfician,  who  only  want  as  much 
Capacity  in  the  Cure  of  Diftempers,  as  the  People 
have  Fondnefs  to  confult  him,  gave  her  Powders, 
and  directed  her  in  the  Method  they  mould  be  ta- 
ken, telling  her  moreover,  that  if  the  Stone  was 
fmall,  it  might  be  evacuated  by  this  Medicine  ; 
but  was  it  large  fhe  mult  fubmit  to  the  Operation, 

The  Patient  took  the  Remedies  eight  or  ten 
Days;  but  thefe  Diuretick  Medicines  throwing 
more  Urine,  than  ordinary  into  the  Bladder,  only 
ferved  to  augment  the  Inconveniency.  This  deter- 
mined her,  as  well  as  thofe  who  were  concerned  in 
her  Health,  to  defire  me  again  to  perform  the 
Operation;  when  I  extracted  a  Scone  of  the  Big- 
nefs  of  a  Pullet's  Egg,  and  the  following  is  the 
Method  ufed  in  Lithotomy  of  Women.  . 

When 
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When  the  Patient  is  fituated  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner as  Men  for  the  Operation,  and  the  fame  Li* 
gatures  obferved,  we  make  ufe  of  two  Conductors, 
to  introduce  the  Forceps  by  the  Urinary  Canal  into 
the  Bladder.  To  this  End,  what  is  commonly 
called  the  Male  Conductor  is  firft  introduced, 
becaufe  it  has  a  Protuberance  difpofed  to  receive  the 
Hollow  at  the  Extremity  of  the  other  Conductor, 
which  is  called  the  Female  for  that  Reafon.  The 
Male  Conductor,  which  ferves  as  a  Probe  to  feel 
the  Stone,  and  fomething  longer  than  the  Female 
one,  being  introduced  by  the  Urethra  into  the  Blad- 
der, the  Female  Conductor  is  introduced  by  means 
of  this  Protuberance,  and  when  the  CrofTes  at  the 
fuperior  Extremity  of  the  two  Conductors  are  pa- 
rallel, the  Operator  feparates  one  a  little  from  the 
other,  and  fecures  them  between  the  Index  and  the 
middle  Finger  of  his  left  Hand,  and  the  Thumb 
of  the  fame  refting  upon  their  Extremities,  ferves 
to  fupport  them. 

This  being  done,  the  Operator  takes  a  Pair  of 
Forceps  in  his  right  Hand,  which  he  thrufts  between 
the  Conductors,  whofe  Crefts  ferve  to  guide  that 
Inflrument,  by  refting  it  againft  the  Sides  of  the 
Branches  \  then  he  continues  to  prefs  the  Forceps 
forward  till  it  enters  the  Bladder.  Afterwards,  he 
withdraws  the  Male  Conductor  with  his  left  Hand, 
then  paffing  the  Forceps  from  his  right  Hand  into 
his  Left,  he  withdraws  the  Female  Conductor  with 
his  right  Hand  ;  then  taking  both  Branches  of  the 
Forceps  in  one  Hand,  he  feels  for  the  Stone,  and 
having  engaged  it  between  the  Teeth  of  his  Forceps, 
by  turning  it  gradually  fometimes  on  one  Side  and 
fometimes  on  the  other  from  above  downwards, 
and  by  managing  the  Canal  of  the  Urethra  as  much 
as  poftible,    he  endeavours  that  the  Stone  and  In- 
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ftrument  that  has  laid  hold  of  it,  may  be  with- 
drawn at  the  fame  Time.  In  this  Manner  I  ex- 
traded  that  of  which  I  am  fpeaking  of,  and  the 
Patient  was  cured  in  three  Weeks  Time,  without 
any  Incontinency  of  Urine,  which  often  happens  to 
the  Female  Sex  by  this  Operation. 

Obsery,     LXXIII. 

Upon  a  Difiemper  of  the  Urethra  called  a  Carnofity, 
and  of  the  Difficulty  of  probing  thoje  who  are  trou- 
bled with  it. 

PHyficians  and  Surgeons  believed  to  this  Time, 
and  feveral  ftill  give  Credit  to  the  fame,  that 
the  Difficulties  and  Suppreffion  of  the  PafTage  of 
the  Urine,  happening  to  thofe  who  have  had  one 
or  more  Gonorrhseas  in  their  Youths,  arife  from 
carnous  Excrefcences  or  fmall  Warts,  that  virulent 
Ulcerations  leave  in  the  Canal  of  the  Urethra, 
But  the  DifTection  of  a  great  Number  of  the 
Bodies  of  thofe  who  have  perifhed  by  this  Accident, 
has  undeceived  the  njqft  rational  Part  of  Mankind, 
no  Excrefcence  appearing  in  the  Urethra  of  thofe 
who  had  been  the  moft  ill  treated  in  the  Manage- 
ment of  the  Difiemper  ;  but  only  a  Contraction  in 
fuch  Places  where  the  Cicatrices  were,  thofe  Ulcers 
had  Mt  behind. 

And  indeed,  all  the  molt  experienced  Surgeons 
in  Practice,  and  the  moft  curious  Inquifitors  into 
the  Truth  of  their  Art,  at  pfefent  agree,  that  there 
are  none  of  theie  pretended  Carnofities,  and  that  the 

Diffkuly 


in    SURGERY.  163 

Difficulty  and  Suppreflion  of  the  PafTage  of  the 
Urine,  happening  to  thofe  in  an  advanced  Age, 
who  have  been  troubled  with  Gonorrhaeas  in  their 
Youths,  are  only  the  Confequence  of  fuch  Cica- 
trices. Granting  this,  there  is  but  one  Difficulty 
more  to  refolve,  and  that  is  to  know,  why  the 
Symptoms  are  not  always  the  fame  in  thofe  once 
attacked  by  this  Diforder,  fince  the  Cicatrices  al- 
ways fubfift  *,  when  inftead  of  this,  thefe  Symptoms 
do  not  happen,  or  at  leaft  do  not  confiderably  in- 
creafe  in  moft,  but  after  an  Excefs  in  eating,  drink- 
ing, or  after  violent  Exercife. 

This  Difficulty  is  thus  anfwered,  viz.  that  the 
Return  and  Augmentation  of  thefe  Symptoms  de« 
pends  upon  the  different  Qualities  of  the  Urine, 
which  confequently  make  ftronger  or  weaker  Im- 
preffions  in  the  Canal  of  the  Urethra.  When  the 
Patients  live  foberly,  the  Urine  that  is  foft  makes 
no  fcalding  Impreffion  upon  the  Urethra,  and  flows 
with  more  Facility  *,  but  after  an  Excefs  in  drink- 
ing or  violent  Actions,  the  Urine  being  fharp  and 
heated,  it  difpofes  the  Bladder  and  Urethra  to  in- 
flame, which  occafions  an  Inflation  of  that  Canal  1 
and  being  more  ilrait  and  lefs  flexible  in  the  Place 
where  the  Cicatrice  was  formed,  than  in  any  other 
Part,  a  Swelling  happens  round  this  Cicatwce, 
which  does  not  yield  like  the  Reft  of  the  Canal, 
and  prevents  the  free  PafTage  of  the  Urine,  and 
fometimes  abfolutely  fupprefTes  it. 

This  will  be  confirmed  by  an  Inftance  of  a  Per- 
fon,  whom  I  was  often  obliged  to  probe  for  this 
Accident,  who  never  failed  being  troubled  with  it 
after  a  Debauch,  and,  on  the  contrary,  urined  with 
Eafe  when  he  obferved  a  fober  Regimen  of  Life, 
even  when  he  worked  at  his  Trade  which  was  very 
laborious. 
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This  Patient  was  fo  difficult  to  probe  at  fuch  a 
Time,  that  we  were  affraid  of  each  other,  he  was 
affraid  of  me  on  Account  of  the  violent  Pains  I  was 
under  a  Necefllty  of  making  him  fuffer  by  the  Ad- 
miffion  of  the  Probe  :  And  I  had  even  fome  Re- 
pugnance in  feeing  him,  on  Account  of  the  Diffi- 
culty attending  the  Operation,  which  I  could  never 
perform  without  a  confiderable  Lofs  of  Blood. 
That  Hemorrhage  was  however  unattended  with 
bad  Confequences,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  thofe 
who  imagine  that  a  Man  who  lofes  much  Blood  by 
probing  is  in  Danger  of  being  impotent,  or  runs 
the  Hazard  of  his  Life. 

I  have  probed  many  other  Patients  where  this 
Accident  has  happened  without  any  ill  Confe- 
quence  *,  and  with  Regard  to  the  Perfon,  of  whom 
I  have  been  fpeaking,  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded, 
that  the  Hemorrhage  did  not  proceed  from  any 
Fault  in  the  Introduction  of  the  Algaly ;  becauie 
many  other  Surgeons,  well  verfed  in  the  Practice  of 
introducing  a  Catheter  and  in  Lithotomy,  had 
probed  him  with  fo  little  Succefs,  that  he  chofe 
rather  to  come  to  me  than  to  go  to  thofe  Gentle- 
men, who,  after  making  him  endure  Abundance 
of  Pain,  had  often  left  him  without  thrufting  the 
Inftrument  into  the  Bladder. 

I  was  therefore  obliged,  when  I  probed  him,  to  ufe 
a  confiderable  Force,  and  thruft  the  fore  Finger 
of  my  left  Hand  into  the  Anus  to  fupport  the  Ex- 
tremity of  my  Probe,  left  the  Violence,  with 
which  I  was  obliged  to  prefs  it  forwards,  mould 
endanger  piercing  the  Bladder  and  the  Rectum,  as 
it  has  happened  to  other  Operators. 

R  £- 
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Hence  young  Surgeons  may  obferve,  if  they 
pleafe,  that  to  introduce  the  Probe  well,  the  Penis 
mould  not  be  kept  too  much  extended  3,  that  the 
Turn  ought  to  be  made  without  changing  the  Situ- 
ation of  the  Penis  in  the  lead  *,  and  chat  the  Ex- 
tremity of  the  Algaly  mud  be  afterwards  directed 
towards  the  Os  Pubis,  lowering  the  Rings  of  the 
Probe  towards  the  Fundament. 

If  Sufficient  Time  had  been  allowed  to  bleed  the 
Patient,  when  the  Suppreffion  began,  which  was 
generally  in  the  Night  after  his  Debauch,  and  to 
give  him  Clyiters,  the  Probe  would  have  pafTed 
with  more  Eafe,  by  the  Inflammation  being  dimi- 
nifned  :  But  the  Pains  occafioned  by  the  SupprefTion 
were  fo  exccflive,  that  he  cried  out  for  Companion, 
and  as  he  generally  came  at  two  or  three  o'  Clock 
in  the  Morning,  all  that  he  could  do  till  five,  was 
to  have  a  Clyfler  adminiftred  at  Hotel  Diet/,  and 
then  he  came  to  my  Apartment,  crawling  up  Stairs 
by  Excefs  of  Pain.  I' probed  him,  and  evacuated 
all  the  Urine  contained  in  the  Bladder,  then  he 
was  bled  and  cooled  by  Clyfters  and  a  proper  Pti- 
fan,  and  in  two  Days  would  return  to  his  Work. 

It  is  a  little  furprifing  that  the  frequent  Returns  of 
this  Diforder  could  not  oblige  this  Man  to  obferve 
a  regular  Life  :  But  he  is  not  the  firft,  that  the 
mod  excruciating  Pains  could  not  prevail  upon 
to  quit  the  Paiuon  of  Drunkennefs. 
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Observ.     LXXIV. 

Upon  a  Punffure  in  Perinaso. 

THE  twenty- fourth  of  May,  1692,  I  wa$ 
fent  for  to  the  Suburbs  of  St.  Anthony,  to 
probe  a  Perfon  who  had  a  Retention  of  Urine, 
occafioned  by  a  Wax  Candle  being  thruft  into  the 
Penis,  which  he  had  purchafed  of  an  Empirick, 
who  boafted  of  his  Skill  in  curing  Carnofities. 

This  Bougie  being  armed  with  a  flrong  Cau- 
flick,  had  made  a  confiderable  Efcharr  in  the 
Sphincter  of  the  Bladder,  and  much  inflamed  the 
Canal  of  the  Urethra,  A  Cyftis  was  formed  in  the 
Place  of  the  Efcharr,  wherein  the  Urine  fell,  in- 
ftead  of  palling  by  the  natural  Channel  to  be  dis- 
charged thro'  the  Penis ;  however,  I  parTed  my 
Probe  acrofs  this  Cyftis,  and  thruft  it  into  the  Blad- 
der in  order  to  difcharge  the  Urine. 

I  perceived  the  blacknefs  of  the  internal  Gangrene 
in  'BerincBo  thro'  the  Teguments  notwithftanding  % 
and  the  Violence  of  the  Diftemper  induced  me  to 
defire  a  Confutation  to  ftrengthen  the  Defign  I  had 
of  performing  the  Operation  called  a  Puncture  in 
ferincBo,  to  facilitate  the  Application  of  Medicines 
to  the  Diforder  ;  neither  had  I  Room  to  expect 
that  I  could  introduce  my  Probe  into  the  Bladder 
a  fecond  Time  with  the  fame  Succefs  I  had  done 
before. 

Meflrs.  Beffiere  and  Marechal  were  called  in  % 
Who  were  of  Opinion,    that  for  the  more  fpeedy 
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Relief  of  the  Patient,  whofe  Bladder  was  diftended 
by  a  large  Quantity  of  Urine,  immediately  to  in- 
troduce an  AJgaly  to  evacuate  that  Fxcrcment. 
But  the  Putrefaction  had  made  fo  great  a  Progrefs, 
that  the Parts  affected  forming  no  Ca- 
nal, it  was  impofiible,  as  I  had  before  predicted, 
to  pafs  my  Inftrument  beyond  the  Cyfbis  formed 
by  the  Efcharr,  and  confequently  not  evacuate 
more  Urine  than  what  was  contained  in  that. 

Neverthelefs,  the  Inflammation  in  the  Bladder  oc- 
fioned  by  burning  the  Urethra,  had  communicated 
itfelf  to  the  Abdomen,  which  was  perceivable  by 
its  violent  and  painful  Tenfion.  The  Patient  lofi 
his  Strength,  and  all  the  Hopes  remaining  de- 
pended upon  the  Succefs  of  this  Puncture.  I  per- 
formed it  in  the  Prefence  of  thefe  Gentlemen  upon 
the  Canulated  Probe,  introduced  into  that  Cavi- 
ty, and  then  paiTed  a  fmall  ftrait  Algaly,  called 
the  Woman's  Probe,  into  the  Bladder  by  the  In- 
cifion  I  had  made  before,  and  repeated  the  Intro- 
duct  ion  of  it  three  or  four  Times  per  Day,  to 
evacuate  the  Urine  during  the  Life  of  the  Patient : 
For  the  Inflammation  of  the  Abdomen  increafed  fo 
faft,  that  Shiverings,  Vomitings  and  an  Hickup 
fupervened,  which  were  the  Fore-runners  of  Death. 

A  Prieft  of  St.  Genevieve  des  Ardent s  came  to 
the  Hofpital  at  the  fame  Time,  cruelly  tormented 
by  the  Effect  of  fuch  another  Bougie  ;  but  the  Ac- 
cidents were  fo  fudden  and  violent,  that  there  was 
no  Time  for  Relief,  the  poor  Ecclefiaflick  dying 
in  twenty-four*  Hours. 

REMARKS. 

Thefe  difmal  Accounts  fufnciendy  explode  the 

Danger  of  ufing  too  powerful  C^thereticks  upon 
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membranous  Parts,  the  Inflammation  whereof  is 
eafily  communicated  to  others,  with  which  they 
have  any  Relation.  I  dare  even  advance  in  this 
Place,  that  there  being  no  Carnofities  in  the 
Urethra,  of  which  all  able  Surgeons  are  convinced, 
the  Treatment  of  thefe  imaginary  Excrefcences 
by  Cauftick  ought  to  be  banifhed  the  Praftife 
of  Surgery.  But  to  leave  no  Difficulty  unre- 
iblved  in  what  I  advance,  one  Queftion  mull 
be  anfwered ;  which  is,  Suppofing  there  is  no 
Carnofity,  what  is  the  Reafon,  that  thofe  who 
have  been  treated  for  this  Diftemper  either  true 
or  fa Ife,  by  the  ufe  of  Bougies  armed  with  Ca- 
theretick  Medicines,  find  themfelves  after  this 
Method  exempt,  at  leaft  for  a  certain  time,  of 
thofe  Difficulties  and  Suppreffions  in  the  Paflage 
of  the  Urine,  which  had  obliged  them  to  undergo 
the  Operation  ? 

In  anfwer  to  this  Queftion,  which  feems  to  bear 
much  Weight  -,  that  by  condemning  the  Ufe  of 
Caufticks  in  the  Urethra,  I  don't  condemn  the  Ufe 
of  Bougies  that  are  dipped  only  in  Anodyne 
Balfams  or  emollient  Remedies  ;  for  by  this  Means 
a  Dilatation  of  the  urinary  Paflage  may  be  pro- 
cured, without  tormenting  the  Patient  with  tor- 
turing Pains  by  means  of  Bougies  armed  with 
Cathereticks,  which  occafion  a  long  Series  of 
Accidents,  before  they  can  procure  any  Eafe  in  the 
Suppreflion  of  Urine,  and  leave  it  liable  to  return  ; 
which  may  be  eafily  proved  by  the  Examples  of 
molt  of  thofe  who  have  been  treated  in  this 
Manner. 

From  hence  I  infer,  that  the  mod  efficacious 
and  falutary  Relief  that  can  be  offered  to  thofe  in 
an  advanced  Age,  who  kd  the  ill  Confequence  of 
their  youthful  Pleafures,    depends  as  much  upon 
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the  Patient  as  the  Surgeon.  Patients,  by  obferv- 
ing  a  (Iriel:  Regimen  of  Life,  and  by  avoiding 
all  that  can  over-heat  the  Body  in  general,  and  the 
Urine  in  particular.  Surgeons  by  adviling  their 
Patients  to  what  is  proper  to  cool  and  temperate 
the  Blood,  and  maintain  the  Organs  of  the  Body 
in  their  natural  Elafticity  ;  which  would  render 
them  lefs  fufceptible  of  Inflammations,  and  by  paf- 
fmg  Bougies  of  different  Sizes,  one  after  trie  other, 
to  dilate  it  in  thofe  Places  were  the  Cicatrices  have 
been  formed  by  the  Ulcerations  of  a  former  vi- 
rulent Gonorrhoea. 

But  to  preach  this  Do&rine  to  Patients,  is  talk- 
ing to  deaf  People,  and  even  to  thofe  Surgeons 
who  make  this  Branch  their  particular  Employment. 
Moft  of  thefe  Patients  are  fuch  as  Delight  in  their 
Debauches,  and  the  Surgeons  fuitable  to  them, 
are  not  fuch  as  think  themfelves  obliged  to  pre- 
fcribe  Sobriety  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  as  belt 
underftand  how  to  impofe  upon  them  by  their  Ac- 
count of  imaginary  Cures.  Therefore  thefe  fort  of 
Patients  recommend  each  other  to  thofe  Empiricks, 
who  imagine  they  have  performed  great  Cures 
upon  themfelves  and  their  Friends;  when,  after 
obliging  them  to  endure  an  infinite  Pain  by  their 
Bougies  armed  with  Corrofives,  they  at  length  re- 
ceive fome  fmall  Benefit  •,  for  which  they  are  more 
obliged  to  an  happy  Conftitution  capable  of  re- 
fitting the  bad  ImpreMions  of  thofe  injurious  Ap- 
plications, than  to  the  Capacity  of  thefe  Empiricks, 
whofe  Avarice  is  infatiable,  but  at  the  Expence  of 
their  Lives. 
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O  B  S  E  R  V.       LXXV. 

Upon  a  Retention  of 'Urine ',  which  happens  to  Children 
by  a  Conftritlion  of  the  Prepuce. 

WITH  Regard  to  Suppreffions  of  Urine, 
whereof  I  have  been  fpeaking  in  the  pre- 
ceding Obfervations  •,  I  think  it  will  not  be  un- 
ferviceable  to  young  Surgeons,  mould  I  make  fome 
Remarks  upon  that  which  happens  to  Children, 
whofe  Prepuce  covering  the  Glans,  is  penetrated  by 
fo  very  fmall  an  Hole,  that  the  Urine  with  Difficulty 
makes  its  Pafifage,  tho'  it  paries  with  Force  thro* 
the  Urethra  ;  which  occafions  fo  great  a  Diftention 
of  the  Prepuce,  that  thefe  Children  mall  cry  and 
(lamp  with  their  Feet  as  tho'  they  were  afflicted 
with  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder. 

The  fifth  of  November,  1699,  a  Child  was 
brought  to  me  from  the  Village  of  Surene,  who 
had  this  Defect  in  the  Conformation  of  the  Parts, 
and  the  Pains  he  kk  in  making  Water,  added 
to  the  pa  fling  of  the  Urine  Drop  by  Drop,  which 
remained  in  the  Inflation  of  the  Prepuce,  gave 
them  room  to  conceit  that  he  mull  be  cut  for  the 
Stone. 

Upon  the  Report  of  the  Symptoms  happening 
to  the  Child  by  his  Relations,  I  judged  that  he 
was  not  affileled  with  the  Stone  ;  however,  to 
convince  them  farther  I  probed  him,  and  finding 
no  extraneous  Body  in  the  Bladder,  I  informed 
them   it  was  proper  to  enlarge  the  Hole  of  the 
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Prepuce  by  Means  of  Circumcifion,  which  confifts 
only  in  amputating,  either  with  a  Biftoury  orScif- 
fors,  the  Part  of  the  Prepuce  beyond  the  Glans,  by 
drawing  it  a  little  forwards  with  the  left  Hand  by 
its  Extremity,  whilft  you  perform  the  Operation 
with  the  Right;  After  which  Pledgets  dipped  in 
a  Liniment  compofed  of  Yolk  of  Egg  and  Oil  of 
Rofes  is  to  be  applied  to  the  Part  for  the  few  firft 
Days,  and  the  Cure  finifhed  with  Linim.  Arcceiy 
which  will  be  effected  in  a  Fortnight. 

This  fhortning  the  Prepuce  in  Children,  is  pre- 
ferable to  the  Divifion  of  it  for  a  Phymofis  in  Adults, 
which  leaves  the  Lips  loofe,  whilft  Circumcifion 
difcovers  the  Glans  equally  on  all  Sides. 

But  befides  the  Conveniency  of  remedying  the 
difficult  PafTage  of  the  Urine,  you  free  thefe  Chil- 
dren from  a  Sterility,  to  which  they  might  per- 
haps be  reduced,  if  they  carried  this  Inconveniency 
till  they  were  Marrigeable, 

The  Section  of  the  Phy?nofis  is  moft  proper  in 
Adults,  being  Jefs  painful  and  dangerous,  on 
Account  of  the  Hemorrhage,  than  Circumcifion. 
This  is  what  I  lately  adviled  a  certain  Perfon  to 
undergo,  who,  being  near  Matrimony,  could  not 
obtain  the  End  of  it,  becaufe  this  Inconveniency 
prevented  a  free  Ejection  of  his  Seed,  and  would 
have  been  very  incommodious  in  the  Intro- 
miflion.  , 

I  made  him  this  Incifion,  which,  however, 
requires  fome  Dexterity,  in  order  to  divide  the 
double  Membrane  compofing  the  Prepuce  equal- 
ly, which  depends  upon  drawing  the  inferior 
Membrane  forwards,  and  is  generally  leaft  cut, 
whence  it  happens,  that  we  are  often  obliged  to 
perform  a  fecond  Operation. 

The 
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The  Wound  is  at  firft  drefTed  with  Anodynes  and 
Defensives,  and  then  with  the  Linim.  Arccei*  and 
when  a  violent  Inflammation  happens,  as  it  did  in 
this  Cafe,  the  Water  of  frefh  Frogs  is  very  ufeful, 
in  which  a  little  Saccharum  Saturni  is  difiblved. 


Observ.    lxxvi. 

Upon  a  Fiftidous  Ulcer  on  a  Bone  ef  the  Tarfus. 

THE  Twenty-fecond  of  June*  1691,  a  Child 
fix  Years  of  Age  was  brought  to  me  who 
had  an  Abfcefs  upon  the  Calcaneum*  which  had 
degenerated  into  a  Fiftulous  Ulcer,  entertained  by 
a  Caries  in  the  Bones  of  the  Tarfus*  and  he  had  been 
drefTed  fix  Months,  without  any  other  Benefit  than 
to  fee  the  Fiftula  more  and  more  obftinate. 

Being  defired  to  take  him  under  my  Care  ;  I  ap- 
plied a  refoivent  Plaifter  upon  the  Ulcer,  compofed 
of  equal  Farts  of  Melilot  and  Dachyl.  cum  Gummi* 
and  thrufl  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Fiftula  an  Efcharo- 
tick  compofed  of  Powder  of  Savine  and  Troch.  de 
Minio*  the  Defcription  whereof  I  mall  give  you. 

To  make  thefe  Troches.  Hake  four  Ounces  of  fub- 
limaie  Corrofive  well  powdered  ;  put  this  into  a 
Glafs  Viol  with  Aqua  fortis,  ////  it  is  four  Fingers 
breadth  above  ii\  leave  this  in  Dig  eft  ion  from  Even- 
ing  to  Morning ,  then  place  the  Viol  upon  a  gentle 
Fire,  that  the  Glafs  and  the  Matter  may  heat  by 
Degrees ',  after  which  increafe  the  Fire  till  the  Mat- 
ter  is  hot  \  then  increafing  it  more  till  it  boils*  eva- 
porate the  Moiftare*  till  the  Remander  is  as  thick 

as 
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as  Pafle.  Then  put  three  Ounces  of  foft  Pafle  into 
the  Viol  when  you  have  removed  it  from  the  Firey 
and  two  Ounces  of  Powder  of  Red- Lead,  then  agitate 
the  Matter  in  the  Viol  whilft  it  is  hot,  and  after- 
wards with  a  Spatula  ftir  till  it  is  cold.  Then  fir ain 
this  foft  Pafle  thro*  Quills  of  a  different  Size, 
which  fuffer  afterwards  to  dry  upon  a  Table,  and 
preferve  them  when  dry  for  ufe.  Avoid  the  Fumes 
arifmg  from  the  Viol  during  the  Time  the  Troches 
are  making. 

I  have  always  made  ufe  of  thefe  Troches  with 
Succefs  in  Fiftula's,  after  the  Operation  for  the 
Stone,  to  confume  all  Kinds  of  Excrefcences  and 
deftroy  the  Callofities  at  the  Bottom  of  thefe  Fiftu- 
la's, and  old  Ulcers,  their  Operation  not  being 
very  painful. 

Thefe  Troches,  compofed  in  the  Manner  I  have 
defcribed,  are  much  more  efficacious  and  ufeful, 
than  thofe  attributed  to  John  de  Vigo,  and  thofe  found 
in  Franco's  Book  upon  the  Operation  for  the  Stone, 
which  are  only  compofed  of  Corrofive  Sublimate 
powdered,  with  equal  Parts  of  Crumbs  of  Bread 
coloured  with  a  little  Minium. 

But  to  return  to  the  Treatment  of  the  Fiflula. 
After  I  had  confumed  the  Callofity  at  the  Bottom, 
I  mundified  it,  and  extracted  feveral  Splinters; 
and  then  a  frefh.  Abfcefs  appeared  upon  the  Tarfus, 
from  whence  I  extracted,  after  the  Suppuration, 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Os  Cuneiforme  by  Frag- 
ments. In  fhort,  the  Ulcer  was  perfectly  healed 
by  the  ninth  of  July  in  the  fame  Year, 


Observ. 
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Observ.     LXXVII. 

Upon  an  Abfcefs  on  the  Toe,  proceeding  from  a  cold 
Humour. 

THE  eighth  of  November,  1689,  I  was  fent 
for,  to  drefs  a  Button-maker's  Daughter,  who 
had  a  considerable  Humour  fallen  upon  her  Toe, 
which  gave  Room  to  the  Formation  of  an  Abfcefs, 
that  with  Difficulty  was  brought  to  Suppuration, 
the  Pus  the  Abfcefs  contained,  rather  participating 
of  Cold  than  Heat. 

I  opened  it  however  as  foon  as  the  Pus  was  form- 
ed, and  found  the  fecond  Phalanx  of  that  Toe  dis- 
covered >  and  feparated  from  the  Reft.  I  extracted 
it  entire  with  the  Crows  Bill  the  twelfth  Day,  and 
continued  to  drefs  her  for  fix  Weeks  till  fhe  was 
perfectly  cured. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

The  bad  Difpofition  of  this  Abfcefs,  had  induced 
me  to  purge  her  feveral  Times  during  the  Treat- 
ment, which  did  not  prevent  the  malignant  Hu- 
midity, which  had  occafioned  the  firft  Deposition, 
from  falling  upon  other  Parts  both  fuperior  and 
inferior,  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  continue  the 
Dreflings  for  two  Years,  and  fhe  was  not  abfo- 
JuteJy  free  till  her  Menfes  appeared. 


Observ. 
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Observ.     LXXVIII. 

Upon  a  Cancerous  Ulcer  in  the  Womb. 

r"pHE  25th  of  July,  1692,  I  was  fent  for 
1  to  vifit  a  Merchant's  Wife,  who  had  a  Re- 
tention of  Urine,  occasioned  by  a  Cancer  at  the 
internal  Orifice  of  the  Womb,  with  which  fhe  had 
been  afflicted  for  the  Space  of  thirteen  Months, 
during  which  Time  fhe  had  fuffered  incredible 
Pains,  and  frequently  confiderable  Difcharges  of 
Blood,  which  had  reduced  her  into  a  languiihing 
Condition. 

Mr.  Lemery,  Doctor  in  Phyfick,  had  adminiftred 
fuch  Medicines  as  he  thought  proper,  both  inter- 
nally, and  externally,  during  the  Courfe  of  her 
Difeafe  ;  the  Malignity  whereof  growing  more  vio- 
lent, the  Border  of  the  internal  Orifice  was  fo  indu- 
rated and  tumefied,  that  when  it  began  to  comprefs 
the  Sphincter  of  the  Bladder,  it  had  fo  exactly  clofed 
it,  that  not  the  leafb  Drop  of  Urine  could  pais. 

That  (he  might  Urine  by  the  Algaly,  was  the 
Reafon  I  was  fent  for,  and  introduced  it  with 
Difficulty  the  firft  Time,  evacuating  Abun- 
dance of  Urine,  and  continued  to  probe  her  three 
or  four  times  per  Day  for  a  long  Time.  When  I 
examined  her,  there  iflued  from  the  Ulcer,  a  Kind 
of  red  Sanies,  clotted  and  very  iharp,  and  fome- 
times  from  the  fame  Ulcer,  an  Effufion  of  impure 
Blood  and  very  black. 

During 
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During  this  Time,  I  made  ufe  of  vulnerary  In- 
jections, to  deterge  and  mundify  the  Ulcer,  from 
whence  (he  received  fome  immediate  Relief;  but 
her  Diftemper  was  exafperated  foon  after,  and  her 
Pains  became  fo  exceffive,  that  thofe  who  were 
WitnefTes  to  them,  were  furprifed  how  me  could 
withftand  them.  The  Cancerous  Sanies  grew  fo 
corrofive  at  laft,  that  having  corroded  the  Vagina 
in  that  Place  where  it  joins  to  the  Sphincter  of  the 
Bladder,  it  occafioned  an  involuntary  Emiffion 
of  Urine,  which  continually  flowing  upon  this 
cancerous  Ulcer,  the  Patient  had  no  Reft  either 
Night  or  Day. 

She  was  bathed,  and  all  the  moft  emollient  Me- 
dicines ufed  that  could  be  contrived,  both  inter- 
nally and  externally.  But  all  thefe  Remedies  had 
fo  (lender  a  Prevalence  over  this  malignant  Diftem- 
per, that  the  Urine,  which  was  impregnated  with 
it,  ulcerated  and  corroded  the  Circumference  of 
the  Vulva,  and  all  thofe  Parts  it  touched.  Thefe 
Parts  were  fomented  with  Water  of  frefh  Frogs, 
and  Sacch.  Saturni,  and  the  Ung.  Alb.  applied  often 
in  a  Day. 

In  ftiort,  this  dreadful  and  tedious  Diftemper, 
at  length  drained  the  Patient  to  that  Degree,  that 
fhe  died  the  June  following,  1693. 


Observ. 
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Observ.     LXXIX. 

Which  proves ,  contrary  to  the  Opinion  of  many  Au- 
thors, that  Women  may  have  compleat  Hernias  as 
well  as  Men. 

IN  the  Year  1693,  in  what  Month  I  don't  ex- 
actly remember,  a  Woman  that  carried  Water, 
aged  60,  came  to  Hotel  Dieu,  who  not  being  able 
to  purfue  her  Employment  on  Account  of  an  old 
Hernia  of  the  Inteftine,  which  had  fallen  to  the 
Mt  Lip  of  the  Vulva,  and  the  Tumour  was  fo 
far  increafed  that  it  exceeded  the  Magnitude  of  a 
two  Penny  Loaf. 

As  the  Hole  in  the  Rings  of  the  Epigaftrick 
Mufcles  was  very  much  dilated,  the  Parts  eafily 
defcended,  and  re-enter'd  the  fame*  I  ordered  a 
Trufs  to  be  made  for  her,  which  flopped  the  Hole 
of  the  Rings,  and  confequently  reflrained  the  In- 
terline in  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  by  which 
means  this  poor  Creature  was  foon  in  a  Condition 
to  follow  her  ufual  Employment. 

R  E  MARK. 

This  Hernia  may  be  called  compleat,  fince  it 
was  fo,  as  much  as  the  Subject  could  admit  of, 
as  it  had  abfolutely  abandoned  the  Groin,  and 
had  fallen  almoft  as  low  as  it  can  in  Men, 


N  Observ. 
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Oeserv.     LXXX. 

Upon  an  old  Fiftula  on  the  Thigh. 

THE  tenth  of  June,  1695,  I  was  fent  for, 
three  Leagues  from  Paris,  to  vifit  the  Wife 
of  a  Wine  Merchant,  who  had  been  troubled  with 
a  Fiftula  in  the  Thigh,  which  extended  from  the 
great  Trocanter,  where  the  Bottom  of  the  Sinuo- 
iky  was,  to  the  middle  and  external  Part  of  the 
Thigh,  where  its  Orifice  appeared. 

We  were  four  Surgeons  in  Confultation  upon 
this  Cafe,  and  all  concluded  to  employ  the  ge- 
neral Method  of  curing  Fiftula's,  which  confifts 
in  opening  the  Fiftulous  Sinus  from  its  Orifice 
to  the  Bottom  ;  and  then  to  deftroy  the  Callofities 
by  proper  Medicines. 

Afterwards  I  prepared  my  felf  to  fatisfy  the  firfl: 
Indication;  and  to  that  end,  when  I  had  informed 
the  Patient,  who  was  very  willing  to  be  cured, 
and  the  People  prefent,  of  the  Neceffky  of  per- 
forming the  Operation,  I  prepared  the  DrefTing, 
and  placed  the  Patient  in  a  convenient  Situation  ; 
then  taking  a  crooked  Biftoury,  which  I  flid 
a  long  my  hollow  Probe  into  the  external  Orifice 
of  the  Fiftula,  I  made  an  Incifion  from  thence 
to  the  Bottom,  then  I  cut,  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  the  Divifion,  all  the  Bridles  capable  of 
forming  frefh  Sinus's.  I  drefTed  the  Wound  with 
Slips  of  Linnen  rolled  in  the  Form  of  Doffils  and 
dipped  in  the  Yolks  of  Eggs  mixed  with  Oil  of 

Hyperkony 
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Hypericon*  and  applied  a  ComprtTs  in  Form  of  a 
Plaifter  dipped  in  the  fame  Medicine,  another  upon 
that  dipped  in  Oxycrat^  and  fecured  the  whole  by 
a  fimple  contentive  Bandage. 

But,  that  you  may  conceive  how  the  Treatment 
of  this  Fiflula  happened  to  fail  the  firfl  Time,  it 
is  necefTary  to  obferve,  that  it  was  the  Confequence 
of  a  Tumour  incyflated  with  a  cold  Matter,  which 
was  a  long  Time  before  it  came  to  Suppuration, 
and  had  opened  of  its  own  accord  in  the  mod  de- 
pendent Part ;  that  the  Pus  not  having  a  free  Dis- 
charge, fome  Part  of  the  Cyftis  remained  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  Ulcer,  where  it  indurated  and  be- 
came Callous ;  fo  that  it  was  necefTary  to  purfue 
the  fecond  Intention,  with  the  fame  Exaclnefs  as 
the  firfb ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  when  the  Fiflula 
was  fufliciently  dilated,  they  mould  have  applied 
themfelves  to  deflroy  all  the  Callofities  at  the  Bot- 
tom by  Means  of  Cauflicks. 

And  this  I  particularly  recommended  to  the 
Surgeon,  who  was  to  drefs  the  Patient :  But  ic 
is  what  he  negledled  ;  for  inflead  of  eflablifhing 
the  Re-union  of  the  Wound  upon  a  good  Bottom, 
he  fuffered  the  external  Lips  to  unite,  which  were 
in  a  Condition  to  furniih  good  Fleih,  whilft  the 
Bottom  always  remained  Callous,  and  was  the 
Caufe,  that  after  he  had  dreiTed  the  Patient  fix 
Months,  the  Fiflula  remained  in  the  fame  Con- 
dition, as  it  was  before  the  Operation. 

I  was  fent  for  again,  and  finding  the  Fiflula  in 
this  Condition,  I  declared  to  the  Patient  and  her 
Hufband,  that  I  could  not  perform  the  Cure,  unlefs 
I  had  the  Management  of  it  from  the  Beginning 
to  the  End.  This  determined  her  to  take  a 
Lodging  near  me,  where  I  opened  the  Fiflula 
again  in  the  former  Place,  and  having  kept  it  di- 

N  2  feted 
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lated  by  Doffils  twenty  four  Hours,  I  made  ufe 
of  Mr.  P  are's  Ung.  Egypt,  to  confume  the  Callo- 
fity,  which  was  appoved  of  by  Mr.  Petit,  chief 
Surgeon  of  Hotel  Dieu,  who  always  ufed  it  with 
Succefs  upon  parallel  Occafions.  I  deliver  the 
Competition  here  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  may  not 
be  in  a  Condition  to  procure  it  from  the  Book  of 
Ambrofe  Pare. 

'Take  Rock  Allu?n^  Ver&igreafe  and  common  Honey, 
ef  each  three  Ounces,  ftrong  Vinegar  five  Ounces, 
common  Salt  one  Ounce,  Roman  Vitriol  half  an  Ounce, 
fublitnat  Corrofive  two  Drachms  ;  boil  theje  together 
to  the  Confiftence  of  an  Ointment. 

Then  I  applied  a  Pledget,  covered  with  this 
Ointment,  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Wound  ;  and  as  it 
cannot  produce  a  good  Effect  without  creating 
Pain,  as  may  be  judged  by  the  Compofition,  I 
was  contented  with  leaving  it  from  the  Morning  to 
the  Evening,  that  the  Patient  might  reft  at  Night. 
And  indeed  fhe  complained  much  of  the  violent 
Pains  flic  had  felt  by  the  Operation  of  that  Me- 
dicine ;  but  the  earned  Defire  fhe  had  of  being 
cured  difpofed  her  to  endure  any  thing  to  fuc- 
ceed. 

■  Having  raifed  the  Dreffing,  I  found  that  the 
Medicine  had  thoroughly  performed  its  Operation, 
and  theEfcharr  it  had  formed  feparated  in  five  Days, 
and  was  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  Crown  Piece.  I 
repeated  the  Application  of  this  Medicine,  exactly 
upon  thofe  Places  where  it  appeared  that  the  Callo- 
fity  was  not  entirely  deflroyed,  taking  care  to 
guard  the  other  Parts  of  the  Wound,  with  Pledg- 
ets covered  with  a  mundificative  Ointment,  before 
I  applied  the  Caftick  to  thofe  Places  where  I  thought 
it  convenient ;•  and  purfuing  a  Method  directly  op- 
poiite  to   that  in  the  Former  Treatment,  I   took 

care 
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care  to  incarnate  the  Bottom  of  the  Ulcer,  and  to 
fupprefs  the  Growth  of  the  Flefh  upon  the  Lips,  by 
means  of  the  Lapis  Infernalis.  By  this  Method 
that  old  Fiftula  was  healed  in  a  Month's  Time,  and 
the  Sign  of  a  perfect  Cure  was  known  by  the  De- 
prefTion  of  the  Cicatrice,  which  ought  always  to 
be  fo,  where  there  is  Lofs  of  Subftance  or  an  Ex- 
foliation of  the  Bone  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Scars 
of  thofe  Wounds  which  have  not  been  accompanied 
with  thefe  Accidents,  are  rather  elevated  than  de- 
piciTed. 


Observ.     LXXXI. 

Upon  opening  the  Body  of  a  Child  that  died  of  the 
Scurvy. 

IN  the  Month  of  Auguft,  1698,  a  Child  of  Mr. 
Barb's  the  Apothecary  was  brought  from  Nurfe 
ieemingly  in  good  Health  ;  but  the  Symptoms  of 
the  Scurvy,  which  foon  after  appeared,  gave  Room 
to  attribute  this  fatal  Diftemper  to  a  Sharpnefs 
in  the  Marfhy  Air  at  Pout  Carre,  where  he  was 
nurfed,  with  which  the  Fluids  were  loaded. 

The  Diftemper  began  to  declare  itfelf  by  a  Swell- 
ing upon  the  Gums,  from  a  Quantity  of  coagulated 
Blood  proceeding  from  them  upon  the  lead  Touch, 
which  made  his  Mouth  black,  and  gave  it  an  ill 
Odour,  He  was  drelTed  with  all  pofliolc  Care, 
and  Mr.  Morin  the  Phyfician,  who  has  a  very  great 
Efteem  for  the  Father  of  the  Child,  vifited  it  con- 
ftantly,  prefcribing  a  proper  Regimen  of  Diet, 
N  3  and 
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and  fuch  internal  Medicines  as  were'  fuitable.  The 
Ulcers  of  the  Mouth  were  in  a  tolerably  good  Con- 
dition, and  he  had  Appetite  furHcient  not  to 
refufe  any  Nourifhment  that  was  offered  him  ;  till, 
when  Autumn  came,  he  was  attacked  with  very 
Acute  Pains,  a  considerable  Tumefaction  upon 
the  Thighs,  and  by  touching  thefe  tumefied  Parts 
a  deep  Fluctuation  was  perceivable,  v/ithout  being 
able  to  diftinguifh  what  Kind  of  Fluid  it  contain- 
ed :  For  which  Reafon  the  Aperture  of  the  Tu- 
mour was  deferred,  and  Mr.  Petit,  chief  Surgeon  of 
Hotel  Dieu,  was  of  Opinion  it  mould  not  be  opened. 

The  Ulcerations  of  the  Mouth  did  not  increafe  ; 
but  when  they  feemed  to  heal  in  one  Place,  frefh 
ones  appeared  in  another.  In  this  State  Matters 
continued  for  the  Space  of  five  Months,  till  the 
Child  was  fo  extenuated  that  it  died  the  February 
following. 

I  was  defired  to  open  the  Body,  and  began  by 
the  Abdomen,  which  I  found  diftended  and  filled 
with  a  brown ifh  Liquor.  Moreover  the  Glands  of 
the  Mefentery  were  tumefied,  as  they  are  always 
found  in  fcorbutick  Bodies  ;  infomuch,  that  many 
of  them  were  of  the  Bignefs  of  Pigeons  Eggs,  and 
others  \tis. 

I  found  in  the  left  Cavity  of  the  Thorax,  a 
Quantity  of  fnarp  Water  a  little  fait,  and  the  Lobe 
of  the  Lungs,  floating  in  it,  was  notwithflanding 
very  found,  as  well  as  the  Right,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Organs  contained  in  the  Thorax. 

Then  I  opened  the  Thighs  that  were  tumefied, 
and  found  the  Teguments  and  Mufcles  filled  with 
Serofity,  and  this  Sercfity  being  extravafated  be- 
tween the  Periofteum  and  the  Bone,  had  fo  far 
mollified  and  diiTolved  them,  that  you  might 
bend  them  between  vour  Fingers,  like  a  wet  Piece 

of 
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of  Parchment,    and   the  Subftance  of  the  Bones 
eafily  feparated  from  their  Epiphyfes. 

I  examined  the  other  Bones,  which  as  yet  had 
received  no  Impreffion  of  this  Softnefs.  It  was  ob- 
ferved  the  fame  Year  that  many  fcorbutick  Perfons 
were  in  St.  Lewis's  Hofpital,  who  had  the  fame 
Symptoms,  and  that  this  Diftemper,  during  the 
whole  Courfe  of  that  Year,  generally  refilled  all 
Kinds  of  Medicines. 


Observ.     LXXXII. 

Upon  the  different  State  of  the  Placenta  in  the  Wombs 
of  Women  who  are  delivered  of  fever  at  Children. 

IN  the  Month  of  June,  1687,  a  Woman  was 
delivered'  at  Hotel  Dieu,  at  the  ordinary  time, 
of  three  Children,  each  whereof  had  a  feparate 
Placenta,  and  their  particular  Navel-String;  the 
firft  came  at  Midnight,  the  fecond  36  Hours  after, 
and  the  third  fix  Hours  after  the  Second.  There 
were  two  Placenta's  which  joined  together  by  their 
Extremities,  but  eafily  feparated. 

They  lived  three  Weeks,  and  then  all  three  died 
a  little  time  one  from  the  other ;  the  Mother  of 
them  was  about  33  Years  old. 

The  September  following,  another  Woman  was 
likewife  delivered  of  three  Children  •,  the  fecond 
came  twelve  Hours  after  the  firit,  and  the  third  fix 
Hours  after  the  fecond,  who  had  all  three  a  parti- 
cular Navel-firing  faflened  to  one  Placenta. 


N  4  RE- 


i84       OBSERVATIONS 

REMARK. 

According  to  the  Opinion  of  thofe  who  believe  a 
Superfetation,  the  firft  three  mould  be  conceived  at 
different  Times,  and  the  three  laft  at  the  fame 
Time. 


Observ.    lxxxiii. 

Upon  the  Delivery  of  a  Woman  of  Hermaphrodite 
Twins. 

THE  15th  of  September  1  1697,  a  Woman  at 
her  full  time  was  delivered  of  two  living 
Children,  which  might  be  termed  the  moft  dj- 
flinguifhed  Hermaphrodites,  one  whereof  lived 
but  eight  Days,  and  the  other,  on  Account  of  the 
Angularity  of  its  Sex,  was  fent  to  the  Hofpital  for 
Fondlings.  I  mall  fpeak  only  of  that  which  I 
opened  after  its  Death,  which  had  the  Parts  of  Ge- 
neration that  appear  externally,  fuch  as  I  am  going 
to  defcribe  them  ;  and  it  was  in  thefe  external 
Parts,  that  the  Difference  was  obfervable  between 
thefe  two  and  other  male  Children. 

This  Child  had  a  Penis  well  formed,  fituated 
in  the  ufual  Part  with  the  Glans  difcovered,  above 
which  the  Prepuce  being  turned  back  formed  a 
Plait.  It  had  no  Urethra  ^  and  confequently  there 
could  be  no  Perforation  at  the  Extremity  of  the 
Glans,  and  was  form'd  only  of  the  two  nervous 
Bodies  and  the  common  Teguments,    and  thefe 

nervous. 
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nervous  Bodies  had  likewife  their  Mufculi  Ereclores 
and  Accelerators, 

The  Scrotum  was  divided  in  the  Middle  in  the 
Manner  of  a  Vulva ,  and  at  the  Bottom  of  this 
Divifion  was  an  Hole,  which  might  be  miftaken 
for  the  Vagina,  The  Urine  was  evacuated  by  this 
Orifice,  and  around  it  were  fmall  red  Eminences, 
which  might  be  taken  for  the  CarunculceMyrtiformesy 
and  above  it  a  fold  of  the  Skin  which  might  pafs 
for  what  we  call  the  Fork  in  Women,  and  by  the 
Sides  of  it  other  Wrinkles,  which  might  be  looked 
upon  as  the  Veftigia  of  the  Nympha  -,  in  fhort,  on 
each  Side  of  the  Divifion  of  the  Scrotum,  a  Tefticle 
was  to  be  diftinctly  felt. 

With  regard  to  the  internal  Parts  of  Generation, 
which  I  examined  after  opening  the  Body,  I  found 
them  difpofed  in  the  fame  Manner  as  in  other 
male  Children,  and  fince  there  was  no  Appearance 
of  a  Womb  or  of  its  Dependancies,  we  muft  fay 
that  it  was  a  male  Child,  the  Situation  of  whofe 
Urethra  was  changed  by  a  Defect  in  the  Confor- 
mation, which  would  have  prevented  him,  had 
he  lived,  to  have  emitted  his  Seed  into  the  Womb, 
and  confequently  have  rendered  him  incapable  of 
Generation.  The  other  Child  that  was  fent  to 
the  Hofpital  for  Fondlings  died  fix  Weeks  after  he 
was  born. 

The  twenty  fifth  of  Jan.  in  the  Year  1688, 
another  Woman,  who  had  gone  her  whole  Time, 
was  delivered  of  a  Child  at  Hotel  Bleu,  which  had 
nearly  the  fame  Defect  in  the  external  Parts  of  Ge- 
neration. His  Urethra  was  divided  from  the  Ex- 
tremity of  the  Glans  to  the  Root  of  the  Penis,  which 
divided  the  Scrotum  into  two  Bags,  wherein  both 
Tefticles  were  contained  as  in  the  former  Inftance. 
The  Prepuce,  turned  back  over  the  Glans,  formed  a 

Plait 


i86       0BSERVAT10  NS 

Plait  of  the  fame  Kind,  and  the  Urine  was  dif- 
charged  thro'  an  Hole  at  the  Root  of  the  Penis* 
in  the  Place  where  the  Urethra  in  Women  is  fitu- 
ated. 

It  follows  from  this  Conformation  of  the  Ure- 
thra y  that  this  Child  would  have  been  as  little 
capable  of  Generation  as  the  former. 

I  was  afterwards  defired  by  a  Midwife  to  fee  a 
new  born  Child  upon  the  Quay  des  Gevres,  in  whom 
there  was  no  remarkable  Hole  in  the  Penis  for  the 
Paflage  of  the  Urine.  Neverthelefs,  having  ob- 
ferved  that  the  Linnen  which  wrapped  up  the 
Child  was  wet,  I  examined  it  more  narrowly, 
and  found  that  the  Hole  in  the  Urethra,  thro' 
which  the  Urine  parTed,  was  at  the  Root  of  the 
Penis.  His  Parents  afked  me  fome  Queftions 
relating  to  his  future  Condition,  with  Refpect  to 
Generation  ;  and  I  made  them  the  fame  Prognof- 
tick  as  I  had  done  to  the  preceding,  which  was 
a  confiderable  Affliction  to  them. 

In  the  Year  1692,  I  cut  two  Girls  for  the  Stone, 
who  both  had  a  Clitoris  refembling  a  mafculineP<?#/j, 
with  the  Glans  difcovered,  and  an  inverted  Prepuce 
upon  the  Crown  of  it,  but  without  any  Perforation, 
as  appeared  in  thofe  I  have  mentioned  before. 


Ojjserv. 
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Observ.     LXXXIV. 

Upon  a  difficult  Labour. 

THE  1 2th  0?  January,  1690,  Madam  Morlet> 
chief  Midwife  of  Hotel  Dieu9  defired  that  I 
would  come  up  to  the  Lying-in  Ward,  to  aflift 
her  in  the  delivering  a  Child,  one  Arm  whereof 
being  black  and  livid  came  out  of  the  Womb  ; 
belides,  the  Back  of  the  Child  was  toward  the  in- 
ternal Orifice.  This  Gentlewoman ,  tho'  well 
verfed  and  understanding  in  her  Profefiion,  could 
not  turn  the  Infant  to  bring  its  Feet  to  the  Paffage, 
which  is  what  ought  to  be  done  when  Children 
prefent  themfelves  in  an  unnatural  Poflure  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  when  the  Head  does  not  come  foremoft, 
with  its  Face  turned  towards  the  Reclum  of  the 
Mother. 

I  applied  my  felf  therefore  to  deliver  this  Wo- 
man, and  having  for  that  Purpofe  (lid  my  Hand 
along  the  back  of  the  Child,  I  imagined  I  had 
hold  of  the  Thigh,  but  it  was  the  Elbow  •,  and 
then  making  fome  other  Attempts,  with  as  little 
Succefs ;  perceiving  the  Mother  very  faint  from  what 
me  had  fuffered  for  four  Days  whilft  the  Child 
lay  acrofs  the  Paffage,  and  feeling  no  Pulfation  in 
the  Child's  Arteries,  added  to  a  fetid  Moifture  dis- 
charged from  the  Womb,  I  thought  it  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  deliver  this  Woman,  not  doubt- 
ing but  the  Child  was  dead  by  the  Signs  I  had  ob- 
served. 

I  took 
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I  took  a  crooked  Biftoury  and  feparated  the  two 
Arms  of  the  Infant  in  their  Articulation  to  the 
Scapula.  After  this  Separation,  which  I  had  only 
made  to  facilitate  the  Introduction  of  my  Hand, 
I  made  her  walk  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  and  then 
ordering  her  to  be  laid  upon  the  Bed,  I  intro- 
duced my  Hand  with  abundance  of  Eafe  into  the 
Womb  •,  fo  that  having  firft  felt  one  Foot  and  then 
the  other,  I  extracted  the  Child  happily  from  the 
Mother,  who  by  this  Means  efcaped  from  a  dif- 
ficult Labour,  and  left  the  Hofpital  perfectly  re- 
covered in  fix  Weeks. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

It  is  here  neceiTary  to  advife  young  Surgeons 
that  it  is  of  the  greateft  Importance  in  difficult 
Labours,  fuch  as  I  have  been  mentioning,  that 
before  they  feparate  the  Limbs  of  Children  that  can- 
not be  extracted,  in  parallel  Cafes,  to  be  as  much  as 
poffibly  convinced,  that  they  are  actually  dead, 
that  they  may  not  expofe  themfelves  by  extracting 
a  Child  thus  mangled  :  Which  I  remember  once 
happened  to  a  Surgeon,  whom  I  followed  in  my 
Youth  to  be  inftructed  in  Midwifery.  This  Per- 
fon  being  fent  for  by  a  Midwife  to  extract  a  Child 
that  had  been  fix  Days  in  the  PafTage,  which  he 
concluded  to  be  dead  by  feveral  of  the  mod  ef- 
fential  and  convincing  Signs ;  it  happened  howe- 
ver that  having  opened  the  Teguments  and  Mem- 
branes that  rill  up  the  Space  not  yet  offified  between 
the  parietal  and  coronal  Bones,  commonly  called 
the  Mole  of  the  Head  ;  it  happened,  I  fay,  that 
having  opened  that  Part  with  his  Biltoury,  and 
Aiding  his  Crochet  into  the  Aperture,  and  fixing 
it  to  one  of  the  Parietal  Bones,  he  extracted   the 

Child 
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Child,  who  began  immediately  to  cry,  as  much 
mangled  as  he  was  ;  by  which  Wound  the  Sub- 
fiance  of  the  Brain  came  out  of  the  Bignefs  of  an 
Egg,  becoming  an  horrid  Spectacle  to  the  Afiif- 
tants,   and  Mortification  to  the  Surgeon. 


Observ.     LXXXV. 

Upon  another  difficult  Labour. 

TH  E  5th  of  June,  1 69 1 ,  the  fame  chief  Mid- 
wife was  obliged  to  fend  for  me  to  deliver  a 
Woman,  wherein  fhe  met  with  great  Difficulty 
for  five  Days,  the  Child  prefenting  itfelf  in  a 
wrong  Pofture,  which  me  could  not  rectify.  One 
of  the  Arms  came  out  of  the  Womb,  which  was 
entirely  mortified,  and  the  Body  of  it  prefented 
the  Back  and  the  Neck  ;  and  after  a  Difcharge  of 
the  Waters,  the  Womb  being  very  much  con- 
tracted, and  its  Orifice  forming  a  large  Fold, 
prevented  the  Introduction  of  the  Hand  far  enough 
to  feel  for  the  Feet  of  the  Child. 

However  I  introduced  it  with  much  Difficulty, 
but  without  any  other  Succefs  than  bringing  the 
other  Arm  forward.  I  had  taken  the  firft  off 
with  eafe  on  Account  of  the  Putrefaction,  and 
when  I  had  drawn  out  the  fecond,  I  endeavour- 
ed to  lay  hold  of  the  Feet,  but  without  Succefs. 
Madam  Morlet,  whofe  Hand  was  lefs  than  mine, 
having  attempted  once  more  to  fucceed,  by  the 
fame  Method  fhe  had  ufed  before  for  the  Space 
of  three  Hours,  was  at  length  obliged  abfolutely 

to 
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to  defift,  and  preffed  me  to  employ  fome  other 
Method  for  the  Relief  of  this  poor  Creature,  who, 
very  much  weakened,  defired,  with  Tears  in  her 
Eyes,  that  me  might  be  delivered. 

When  me  had  repofed  a  little,  and  taken  a 
Draught  of  Wine  to  comfort  her,  being  over  and 
above  convinced  that  the  Child  was  dead,  I  fe- 
parated  the  other  Arm  with  my  Birtoury  at  the 
Joint  of  the  Shoulder  *,  and  this  Separation  afford- 
ing me  no  more  Room  to  reach  the  Feet,  becaufe 
the  Body  of  the  Child  was  fo  doubled  that  I  could 
not  lay  hold  of  them,  therefore  I  obliged  her  to 
walk  about,  as  I  had  done  by  the  Former,  but 
without  Succefs. 

In  this  Dilemma,  I  could  have  excufed  my 
felf,  as  other  renowned  Operators  in  Midwifery  do 
in  parallel  Cafes,  who,  being  more  careful  of  their 
own  Reputations,  than  the  Safety  of  their  Patients, 
abandon  them  to  their  wretched  Fate,  by  faying,  it 
is  impoflible  to  deliver  them,  as  I  was  once  told 
by  an  old  Matron,  who  pretends  to  know  more  than 
all  the  Surgeons  put  together,  offering  a  hundred 
Louifdors  to  any  one  who  could  deliver  a  Wo- 
man fhe  had  abandoned.  The  fame  was  faid  by 
three  famous  Practitioners  in  Midwifery,  becaufe 
the  Child  prefented  the  Scrotum,  which  I  brought 
into  the  World,  notwithftanding,  in  lefs  than  a 
Quarter  of  an  Hour,  in  Prefence  of  Mr.  St.  Ger- 
main, a  Mailer  Surgeon,  who  came  for  me  to  per- 
form this  Operation. 

But  to  return  to  the  Fact  in  Hand  ;  finding  no 
poffibility  of  extracting  the  Child  by  the  Feet,  it 
came  into  my  Thoughts  to  feparate  the  Head  from 
the  Body,  which  was  difficult  to  execute  :  I  how- 
ever undertook  it,  and  fucceeded  by  the  following 
Method. 

I 


in   S  U  R  G  E  R  Y.  iji 

I  ordered  the  Patient  to  be  fituated  upon  a  Bed 
prepared  for  her  Delivery,  and  then  ordering  the 
Lips  of  the  Vulva  to  be  dilated  by  two  Women 
Apprentices  prefent,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  In- 
troduction of  the  Inftrument,  and  that  I  might 
withdraw  it  without  wounding  the  Parts.  After 
this,  I  introduced  my  left  Hand  into  the  Womb, 
and  as  foon  as  I  felt  the  Neck  of  the  Child,  I  thruft 
my  Hand  under  it,  and  my  Inftrument  upon  the 
Back,  being  turned  toward  the  Bottom  of  the 
Womb,  and  preffed  it  with  my  right  Hand  as 
far  as  I  could  according  to  the  Roundnefs  of  the 
Neck.  After  this  I  contrived  fo  well  as  to  reach 
the  Point,  placing  the  Edge  of  the  Inftrument  as 
near  the  Clavlculce  as  pofiible,  fo  that  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Neck  remaining  fixed  to  the  Head,  I 
could  make  ufe  of  that  to  extract  it,  when  the  Trunk 
was  out  of  the  Womb. 

Affairs  being  difpofed  in  this  Manner,  I  thought 
I  could  feparate  the  Child's  Neck  with  my  right 
Hand,  and  conduct  the  Point  ■  of  my  Inftru- 
ment with  my  left,  and  ftrongly  drawing  the 
Inftrument  from  above  downwards,  I  feparated  the 
Neck  from  the  Trunk,  without  wounding  the 
Matrix. 

Then  I  thruft  my  Crochet  between  the  firft  Rib 
and  the  Clavicula,  by  which  means  I  extracted 
the  Trunk  •,  then  introducing  my  Hand  again  into 
the  Womb,  I  laid  hold  of  the  Neck,  and  Mada- 
moifelle  Morlet  putting  her  Finger  into  the  Child's 
Mouth,  the  Head  followed  without  much  Difficulty, 
and  the  Delivery  was  accomplifhed.  I  was  fo 
much  fatigued  by  this  tedious  Operation,  that  fhe 
offered  to  extract  the  'Placenta.  In  fhort,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  violent  Methods  obliged  to  be  ufed 
upon  this  Occafion,  fhe  recovered  in  a  Fortnight, 

and 
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and  came  to  return  me.  thanks  in  the  cutting 
Ward,  where  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  her  fo  foon." 
I  confefs,  this  is  the  moft  difficult  Labour  I  was 
ever  concerned  in,  and  the  Difficulty  of  the  Cafe 
was  attended  with  the  moft  extraordinary  Succefs, 
wherein  I  had  a  particular  Satisfaction  of  my 
own  Handy-work. 


Observ.     LXXXVI. 

Upon  cutting  a  Child  eighteen  Months  old  for  the 
Stone. 

TH  E  fifteenth  of  June,  169  1,  after  I  had  cut 
feveral  male  Subjects  at  Hotel  Dieu>  in  the 
Prefence  of  the  Governours,  the  Phyficians,  Mr. 
Du  Verney,  ProferTor  of  Surgery  and  Anatomy, 
and  other  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  whofe  Curio- 
fity  led  them  to  fee  thefe  Operations :  Among 
others,  a  little  Girl  18  Months  old  was  offered, 
whofe  Mother  told  us  fhe  had  not  urined  for  fix 
Days,  which  I  could  not  believe,  knowing  it  im- 
poffible  the  Child  could  live  fo  long  with  that  Sup- 
preffion  of  Urine. 

The  Mother  had  carried  her  Child  to  a  Sur- 
geon, who  endeavoured  to  find  a  Paffage  into  the 
Bladder  with  his  Probe  for  the  Space  of  three  Quar- 
ters of  an  Hour,  without  Succefs,  which  obliged 
her  to  feek  Relief  fome  where  elfe. 

I  placed  the  Child  in  a  proper  Situation,  and  in- 
troduced a  fmall  Aigaly  into  the  Urethra,  then 
having  thruft  it  into  the  Bladder,  I  difcharged  a- 

bovc 
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bove  a  Pint  of  Urine,  which  muft  occaiion  a  great 
Dilatation  in  the  Bladder  in  fo  young  a  Creature. 
The  Urine  being  thus  difcharged,  I  found  that  the 
Extremity  of  my  Probe  touched  a  folid  Body,  whofe 
Surface  was  uneven,  which  I  defired  Mr.  Du  Verney 
and  other  Surgeons  of  Hotel  Dieu  to  feel,  and 
they  concluded  with  my  felf  that  it  was  a  Stone, 
from  whence  I  refolved  to  extract  it  immediately. 

For  this  End,  I  rubbed  my  Forefinger  of  my 
left  Hand  with  a  little  Oil,  which  I  thruft  into  the 
Anus,  the  Vagina  being  too  flrait ;  tho'  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  young  Surgeons  mould  obferve,  that  when 
female  Patients  are  cut  by  the  fmall  Apparatus, 
the  Finger  ought  to  be  thruft  into  the  Anus ,  when 
the  Operation  is  to  be  performed  upon  young  Girls 
that  have  not  been  defloured,  and  into  the  Vagina 
when  they  are  more  advanced  in  Years.  For 
this  Introduction  of  the  Index  of  the  left  Hand 
into  the  Vagina  or  Amsy  is  aflifting  in  the  approach 
of  the  Stone  towards  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder, 
and  to  keep  it  firm,  left  it  mould  flip  under  the 
Curette  or  Crochet  wherewith  it  is  extracted. 
Such  was  my  Practice  upon  this  Occaiion,  where- 
in I  made  ufe  of  the  fame  Curette  employed  in 
the  Extraction  of  Stones  from  the  Urethra  of  Men. 
The  Stone  extracted  from  this  Child  was  of  the 
Bignefs  of  a  Pea,  and  of  the  fame  Figure. 

This  extraneous  Body  had  occafioned  the  Sup- 
prefiion  of  Urine  ;  becaufe,  following  the  Stream 
of  it,  and  being  too  large  to  enter  the  Urethra, 
it  exactly  flopped  the  Mouth  of  that  PafTage : 
But  as  thefe  fmall  Stones  are  feldom  Angle,  and 
generally  followed  by  others  of  a  larger  Magni- 
tude, I  am  dubious  whether  the  Child  was  per- 
fectly cured  by  my  Operation. 

O  Observ, 
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Observ.     LXXXVII. 

Upon  the  fame  Kind  of  Operation  performed  upon  a, 
had  fourteen  Tears  old, 

THE  Twenty-firft  of  November^  1692,  a 
Lad  fourteen  Years  of  Age,  was  fent  to 
the  Hofpital,  who  had  ftrong  Convulfions,  which 
was  at  firfl  believed  to  proceed  from  an  Affection 
of  the  Brain,  whence  they  prefcribed  him,  a 
Cordial  Julep  with  an  Emetick  in  the  Evening. 

I  was  fent  for  at  five  oJ  Clock  next  Morning, 
upon  their  obferving  that  he  did  not  make  Water, 
and,  befides  his  Delirium^  they  perceived  that  he 
endured  violent  Pains  in  the  Hypogaftrick  Region. 
I  went  inflantly,  taking  my  Probes  with  me  to 
make  ufe  of  them  at  all  Events. 

Examining  his  Belly  above  the  Navel,  I  found 
it  fo  exceftively  diftended,  that  it  was  ready  to 
Gangrene,  and  he  muft  certainly  have  perifhed 
in  five  or  fix  Hours,  without  fpeedy  Relief.  The 
Hypogaftrick  Region,  and  the  Scrotum  were  fo 
prodigioufly  tumefied  that  thofe  Parts  appeared 
mining  upon  a  brown  coloured  Bafis,  which  threate- 
ned the  Extinction  of  the  natural  Heat. 

I  introduced  my  Algaly  as  foon  as  poffible  in- 
to the  Urethra  ;  where  I  found  a  Stone  that  was 
the  fole  Caufe  of  all  the  Symptoms  attending  this 
unhappy  Creature.  This  Obftacle  did  not  prevent 
me,  however;  from  pafllng  my  Probe  into  the  Blad- 
der, from  \vhence  I  drew  three  Quarts  of  Water, 

and 
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and  then  attempted  to  extract  that  extraneous  Body 
out  of  the  Urethra  with  my  Curette,  but  by  ics 
Magnitude  and  Weight,  it  fell  into  the  Bladder. 

Judging  that  this  extraneous  Body  might  renew 
the  Supprefiion  of  Urine,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
Patient,  by  which  he  was  already  reduced  into  a 
deplorable  Condition,  I  thought  nothing  better 
could  be  done  than  to  cut  him  that  Evening, 
which  I  did,  without  any  other  Preparation,  in 
the  Ward  where  he  lay,  in  Prefence  of  Mr.  Mar- 
teau  his  Phyfician. 

I  obferved  that  in  making  the  Incifion,  the  Wind 
rufhed  out,  as  it  does  when  you  cut  the  Flefh  of 
Animals  blown  up  by  Butchers,  with  this  Diffe- 
rence, that  it  bubled  up,  and  was  followed  by  the 
dripping  of  a  blackifh  Serofity,  fuch  as  appears  in 
icarifying  fphacelated  Flefh,  after  a  violent  Inflam- 
mation. Then  laying  hold  of  the  Stone,  1  ex- 
tracted it,  which  was  larger  than  the  Stone  of  an 
Olive. 

In  the  Conclufion  of  the  Procefs,  when  the  Parts 
diftended  by  the  Inflammation  were  fubfided,  large 
Efchars  were  formed,  and  the  Suppuration  de- 
flroyed  almoft  the  whole  Scrotum,  and  the  Te- 
guments of  the  inferior  Hypogaftrick  Region  \ 
then  the  Ulcers  were  mundified,  incarnated,  and 
cicatrifed  with  fuch  Succefs,  that  notwithstanding 
the  Inclemency  of  the  Seafon,  the  Patient  re- 
covered in  lefs  than  fix  Weeks. 


O  z  Observ, 


i$6       OB  SERVJTIONS 


Observ.     LXXXVIII. 

Upon  an  extraordinary  humoral  Tumour  in  the  Groin 
of  a  Woman. 

THE  Firft  of  Oftober,  1689,  a  Woman 
came  to  the  Hofpital,  being  Pregnant  fix 
Months,  who  had  a  Tumour  in  the  Groin,  as  big 
as  a  Child's  Head,  attended  with  extravagant 
Pains. 

I  fnewed  it  to  MeiTrs.  Morel,  Beffiere,  and  Hanf- 
tome,  eminent  Matter  Surgeons,  who  were  of  Opi- 
nion, to  apply  only  Anodynes  to  it,  left  the  Tu- 
mour mould  contain  fome  of  the  internal  Parts  of 
the  Abdomen. 

The  Application  of  thefe  Medicines  for  feveral 
Days  not  preventing  the  Augmentation  of  the  Pain, 
I  defired  Mr.  Morel  to  fee  her  a  fecond  Time,  to 
which  he  readily  confented. 

When  we  had  attentively  examined  the  Tumour 
a  fecond  Time,  we  obferved  a  Softnefs  and  Eleva- 
tion in  one  particular  Place,  where  we  refolved  to 
make  an  Opening,  and  ufed  the  Point  of  my  Bis- 
toury for  that  Purpofe  *,  I  had  no  fooner  made  a 
fmall  Aperture,  but  the  Matter  difcharged  in  Abun- 
dance, by  which  means  the  Tumour  daily  dimi- 
nimed,  and  during  that  Time  I  applied  Refolvent 
and  Suppurating  Medicines. 

At  length  her  Time  being  come,  me  grew  fo 
weak  and  emaciated,  that  me  was  delivered  with 
Difficulty,  for  which  Reafon  I  was  obliged  to  de- 
fer 
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fer  the  reft  of  the  Operation  neceffary,  to  a  more 
favourable  Opportunity  ;  and  this  was  to  dilate 
the  former  Incifion,  that  I  might  have  Room  to  ex- 
tirpate the  Cyftis  that  had  contained  the  Matter. 

Her  Strength  being  reftored  after  her  Delivery, 
Ihe  would  not  permit  me  to  touch  her,  and  con- 
tented herfelf  with  wearing  a  Diachylon  Plaifter 
upon  a  fmall  Fiftula  that  remained  in  the  Groin, 
with  a  Tumour  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pullet's  Egg, 
which  difcharged  a  ferous  Sanies.  This  Woman's 
Child  was  very  healthy  notwithftanding,  when  ihe 
Jeft  the  Hofpital  to  return  Home. 

Observ,     LXXXIX. 

Upon  a  Tain  in  the  Head  of  a  long  Duration. 

THE  17th  of  Auguft^  1690,  a  Woman  was 
brought  to  Hotel  Dieu  who  complained  of  a 
Pain  in  her  Head  with  which  fhe  had  been  afflict- 
ed four  Years ;  it  was  fo  very  exceflive,  that  fhe  was 
not  a  Moment  without  complaining,  or  fending 
forth  terrible  Cries. 

Thefe  torturing  Pains  at  length  reduced  her  to 
that  State  of  Debility,  that  Nature  yielding  to  its 
Violence,  fhe  expired.  Upon  Opening  her  Head 
I  could  not  perceive  the  leaft  Appearance  of  a  Su- 
ture, excepting  a  fmall  Portion  of  the  Sutura  Lamb- 
doides. 

Moreover,  I  found  in  the  Anterior   and   right 

Ventricle  of  the  Brain,    a  full  half  Pint  of  limpid 

Water,  forming  a  Tumour  in  the  Subftance  of  the 

O  3  Brain 
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Brain  of  the  Blgnefs  of  an  Egg,  in  that  very  Place 
where  fhe  pointed  to  the  Seat  of  the  Pain  with 
her  Finger  when  fhe  was  alive. 

R  E  MA  R  K  S. 

It  is  very  probable  that  the  acrid  and  faline  Qua- 
lities of  that  Water  was  not  the  Caufe  of  the  vio- 
lent Pain,  11  nee  it  was  abfolutely  infipid  to  the 
Tafte  •,  but  the  Quantity  of  it  had  occasioned  fuch 
a  Compreffion  upon  the  Fibres  of  the  Brain,  that 
it  was  impoffible  it  fhould  not  create  a  painful  Sen- 
fation  to  the  Organ  of  her  Senfes,  and  to  the  Menu 
branes  depending  upon  it. 

I  opened  the  Body  of  a  Lad  of  14,  the  18th  of 
November,  1692,  who  had  been  afflicted  with  ter- 
rible Convulfions,  and  a  tedious  unhappy  Delirium  ; 
infomuch,  that  his  Phyficians  apprehended  a  Gan- 
grene in  the  Brain.  Upon  opening  the  Head,  inftead 
of  difcovering  a  Gangrene,  I  found  a  large  Glafs  of 
clear  Water  extravafated  in  the  anterior  Ventricles, 
and  was  the  moft  apparent  Caufe  of  the  Symptoms 
he  had,  and  of  his  Death  that  followed. 


Observ,     XC. 

XJfon  a  fingular  Exfoliation  of  the  Cranium. 

A  Poor  unhappy  Creature  went  from  Hotel  Dieu 
in  the  Month  of  Oftoher,  1688,  after  being 
ill  for  the  Space  of  two  Years,  by  the  Confequence 
of  a  Wound  upon  the  Head,  after  a  Debauch  with 

Wine. 
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Wine.  The  upper  Part  of  the  Coronal  Bone, 
both  Parietals,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  Occipital 
being  laid  bare,  in  the  future  Treatment  their  whole 
Subftance  exfoliated,  andfeparatedatthe  fame  Time, 
fo  that  the  Crown  of  the  Head,  refembled  a  Skull 
the  upper  Part  of  which  had  been  lawn  off. 

Several  Perfons  not  believing  this  Connection 
of  Bones,  a  true  Exfoliation,  gave  Alms  to  this 
poor  Girl,  that  me  might  fliew  the  Crown  of  her 
Head,  which  fhe  kept  covered  with  the  Bottom 
of  a  Gourd  or  Calibam.  The  Puliation  of  the 
Dura  Mater  was  very  vifible,  being  covered  by 
a  thin  Pellicle  only,  in  that  Part  from  whence 
the  Bone  had  been  removed,  upon  which  fmall 
Bladders  often  arofe  filled  with  a  brownifh  Se- 
rofity,  forming  fmall  Ulcers  difficult  to  heal,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  Cicatrice  of  the  Wound  was  not  ab- 
solutely confirmed  till  three  Years  after  the  Exfo- 
liation, which  was  partly  owing  to  the  Patient's 
Intemperance. 

All  the  Surgeons  who  have  ken  that  Exfoliation 
agree,  that  they  never  faw  one  fo  extenfive  ;  and 
many  curious  Perfons,  to  be  certain  of  the  Truth 
of  this  EacT,  after  Mr.  Du  Vernefs  producing  thefe 
Bones  in  feveral  Courfes  upon  Ofleology  and  Ope- 
rations, as  weH  publick  as  private,  in  the  King's 
Garden,  ftill  came  to  me,  enquiring,  whether  I 
had  taken  thofe  Bones  from  a  Wound  that  after- 
wards perfectly  healed. 


CX4  Observ, 
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Observ.     XCI. 

Upon  two  Excrefcences  preventing  Refpiration  and 
Deglutition, 

THE  15th  of  Oclober,  1690,  I  opened  the 
Body  of  a  Woman  who  had  been  troubled 
with  a  Difficulty  in  breathing  and  fwallowing,  es- 
pecially the  Month  preceding  her  Death.  This 
Patient  made  violent  Contorfions,  and  endured  ex- 
ceflive  Pains  when  the  Aliments  fhe  took  pafled 
into  the  Oefophagus  above  the  Larynx^  and  was  of- 
ten obliged  to  return  her  Nourifhment,  which 
met  with  an  abfolute  Obftacle  in  this  Place. 

Only  a  flight  Inflammation  was  perceivable,  with 
very  little  Swelling,  upon  looking  into  the  Throat. 
She  had  a  flow  Fever,  attended  with  a  black  and 
dry  Tongue. 

I  differed  the  Mufcles  of  the  Neck  to  difcover 
the  Caufe  of  her  Diiremper,  and  when  I  had  raifed 
t\\t  Bronchial  Mufcles,  I  perceived  two  Glandular 
Subftances  adhering  to  the  Afpera  Arteria  above  the 
Larynx,  where  they  had  their  Origine,  and  from 
thence  extended  to  the  Sternum.  They  were  each 
of  them  as  big  as  a  Pigeon's  Egg,  and  were  three 
Fingers  Breadth  long. 

Thefe  preternatural  Bodies  preffed  upon  the 
Bronchia  of  the  Afpera  Arteria^  and  the  Afpera 
Arteria  upon  the  Oefophagus ,  which  occafioned  an 
Impediment  both  to  the  PafTage  of  the  Air  ancj 
Aliments.     A  fmall  Abfcefs  was  formed  at  the  Di- 


in   SURGERY.  101 

vifion  of  the  ^rachcea  Arteria  to  enter  into  the 
Lungs,  which  contained  as  much  Pus  as  an  Egg- 
Shell  could  hold,  and  the  Lungs  were  inflamed 
and  tumefied  with  Blood  difficult  to  circulate. 


Observ.     XCIL 

Upon  a  Cohefion  of  the  Lips  with  the  Gumsy  attended 
with  a  Caries. 

TH  E  tenth  of  June,  1 690,  a  Girl  came  to 
Hotel  Dieu  to  be  cured  of  an  Exoftofis  ac- 
companied with  a  Caries  in  the  fuperior  Jaw, 
which  was  the  Confequence  of  feveral  malignant 
Ulcers  in  the  Mouth,  and  had  occafioned  an  Ad- 
hefion  of  the  Lip  to  the  Gums,  that  proved  in- 
commodious to  the  Patient  in  chewing  her  Nou- 
rifhment. 

When  me  had  been  twice  bled  and  purged,  to 
prepare  her  for  the  Divifion  of  this  Coherence,  I 
divided  thofe  Parts  exactly  which  were  united  con- 
trary to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  to  the  whole  Extent 
of  the  Cohefion  ;  then  I  examined  into  the  Condi- 
tion of  the  Jaw,  Part  whereof  I  found  exoftofed 
and  carious,  to  which  two  Teeth  held,  tho'  almoft 
feparated  from  the  Whole.  I  took  this  Portion 
between  my  Fingers,  and  pulling  it  ftrongly  I  en- 
tirely detached  it. 

As  the  Blood  gufhed  out  in  Abundance,  I  af- 
terwards filled  the  Cavity,  from  whence  I  had  ex- 
tracted the  Bone,  with  fmall  Slips  of  Linnen  dip- 
ped in  Oxycrate,  for  the  firft  Time,  to  flop  the 
¥  Bleed 
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Bleeding,  and  in  the  future  Draftings  took  parti- 
cular Care  to  keep  the  Divifion  I  had  made  open, 
by  the  Interpofition  of  Linnen  Rags  dipped  in  a 
vulnerary  Lotion,  by  which  Means  the  Patient  was 
cured  in  a  fhort  Time*  without  any  Return  of  her 
Diftemper. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.      XCIIL 

Upon  a  Dropjy  of  the  Abdomen^  wherein  the  Paracen- 
thefis  was  fruitlefsly  attempted. 

TIHE  fixth  of  February,  1692,  a  Phyfician 
of  the  Hofpital  Hotel  Dieu  ordered  me  to 
perform  the  Operation  of  the  P aracenthefis  upon  a 
Dropfical  Woman,  who  had  been  under  his  Care 
a  confiderable  Time.  I  endeavoured  to  perform 
it ;  but  having  thruft  my  Troifquart  to  its  full 
Extent  thro'  the  Teguments  of  the  Abdomen,  I 
perceived  it  was  too  fhort  to  penetrate  thro9  the 
whole  Thicknefs  ;  and  having  no  other  Inftruments 
about  me,  I  deferred  a  fecond  Attempt  to  the  next 
Day  ;  but  the  Phyfician  having  examined  his  Pa- 
tient again  the  next  Morning,  advifed  me  to  defift, 
by  Reafon  that  her  Legs  had  burft,  and  befides, 
that  Ihe  had  not  Strength  fufficient  to  fupport  the 
Evacuation. 

She  died  a  few  Days  after  totally  gangrened,  and 
my  Curiofity  leading  me  to  open  the  Body,  I  found 
the  Teguments  four  Inches  thick,  filled  with  a 
fiimy  Serofity,  and  even  Wind,  which  had  prodi- 
gioufly  dilated  the  Cellule  Adipofce. 

Then 
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Then  I  drew  a  large  Quantity  of  reddifli  Water 
tending  to  a  black  Colour  from  the  Abdomen  ; 
the  Colour  of  the  Liver  was  white,  refembling 
Flefh  that  had  been  a  long  Time  foaked  in  Wa- 
ter ;  the  reft  of  the  Vifcera  nearly  of  the  fame  Co- 
lour, and  much  more  firm  than  they  naturally  are. 
I  have  often  obferved  the  fame  Thing  in  others 
who  have  died  of  that  Diftemper. 


Observ.     XCIV. 

Upon  an  Infant  defectively  conformed  in  different  Parts 
of  its  Body. 

THE  fixth  of  January,  1692,  a  Woman 
was  delivered  of  a  Child  at  Hotel  Dieu> 
which  was  very  defective  in  its  Conformation,  both 
internally  and  externally.  This  Child  having  lived 
only  a  few  Days,  I  carried  it  to  my  Room  to  ex- 
amine it  with  Mr.  du  Verney^  who  had  defired  me 
to  mew  him  all  the  Subjects  that  were  remarkable. 

The  Hands  were  externally  alike  down  to  the 
Knuckles,  very  even  on  the  Outride,  and  on  the 
Infide  fuch  Folds  as  are  common  ;  there  were  no 
Fingers  at  the  Extremity,  but  they  terminated  in  a 
large  Lump  •,  its  Feet  were  like  the  Hands  with- 
out Toes,  and  terminated  in  the  fame  Manner. 

We  difcovered  by  the  DifTeclion  of  the  Extre- 
mities, that  the  Bones  of  the  Carpus  and  Metacar- 
pus, of  the  Tarfus  and  Metatarfus,  were  compleat 
in  Number  and  Order  ;  the  whole  Difference  con- 
firmed in  this  j  that  it  was  obfervable  there  appeared  at 

the 
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the  Extremity  of  each  Bone  of  the  Metacarpus  and 
Metatarfus,  a  fmall  Elongation  that  feemed  to,  be 
difpofed  to  form  the  Phalanx  of  a  Finger  or  Toe  ; 
but  it  feemed  as  tho'  the  Formation  was  incom- 
pleat  for  want  of  Matter. 

There  was  nothing  extraordinary  in  the  Structure 
of  the  Thorax  •,  but  when  we  came  to  examine  the 
Remainder  of  the  Umbilical  Veflfels,  we  obferved, 
that  befides  the  Umbilical  Vein,  there  was  only  one 
Artery  inftead  of  two,  which  are  generally  Bran- 
ches of  the  I  Hack  or  Hypogaftrick,  and  that  this 
Artery  was  formed  from  the  Trunk  of  that  Artery 
which  ought  to  have  produced  the  left  Iliack. 

When  I  had  penetrated  into  the  Cavity  of  the 
Abdomen,  we  obferved  the  Capfulce  Atrabilares 
thrice  their  natural  Dimenfion,  and  their  Veffels 
of  the  ordinary  Magnitude.  At  length,  not  finding 
in  the  Regio  Lumbaris,  either  on  the  right  or  left 
Side,  neither  Kidneys,  Emulgent  Vefiels,  nor  Ure- 
ters, we  began  to  doubt  whether  the  Capfulce  Atra- 
bilares,  being  of  an  uncommon  Size,  had  not  top- 
plied  the  Defed  of  thofe  Organs  that  were  want- 
ing •,  which  induced  us  to  examine  carefully,  whe- 
ther thefe  Capfulce  had  no  excretory  Ducts,  that 
might  ferve  for  that  Purpofe.  Meeting  with  no 
Succefs  in  this  Enquiry,  we  profecuted  our  DifTec- 
tion  to  a  Tumour  upon  the  Os  Sacrum,  at  the  Place 
where  it  begins  to  be  curved  in  order  to  form  the 
Pelvis  of  the  Hypogaftrium. 

Having  opened  the  Membrane  covering  this  Pro- 
tuberance, we  perceived  the  two  Kidneys  at  a 
Quarter  of  an  Inch  Di (lance  from  each  other,  but 
fattened  together  notwithstanding  by  means  of  a 
fmall  Ureter  proceeding  from  the  left  Canal  •,  and 
this  common  Canal  diicharged  kkli  into  a  large 
Hole,  which  we  will  call  the  Cyfiis  Communis. 

After 
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After  we  had  examined  the  irregular  Difpofition 
ofthofe  Organs  mentioned,  we  endeavoured  to  dis- 
cover the  Sex  of  this  Infant,  which  had  no  apparent 
Marks  of  either  externally,  by  which  a  Male  could 
be  diftinguifhed  from  a  Female.  To  this  End  we 
made  ufe  of  a  Blow-Pipe,  and  blew  into  the  Cyf- 
tis  Communis,  whofe  Aperture  was  the  only  one  ex- 
ternal. TheBlow-Pipe,  introduced  into  this Cyftis,  af- 
forded us  the  Opportunity  of  obferving  the  Inflation  of 
thofe  two  fmall  Canals,  which  were  perceived  to 
rife  above  a  Finger's  Breadth,  fo  that  purfuing  this 
Inflation,  we  found  two  fmall  Wombs,  each  of 
them  having  a  fpermatick  Vein  and  Artery,  dis- 
tributed on  their  proper  Side  to  a  fmall  Tefticle, 
which,  according  to  Cuftom,  was  fixed  to  the  Liga- 
mentum  Latum. 

Thefe  two  Wombs  had  each  their  Ligamenta  La- 
ta and  Rotunda,  their  Trunks  and  Borders,  their 
Vafa  defer entia,  and  a  fhort  Vagina  ;  neverthelefs, 
the  right,  fomewhat  longer  than  the  left,  emptied  it- 
felf  a  little  lower  into  the  Cyftis  Communis,  and  the 
fmall  left  Vagina  was  pierced  to  receive  what  was 
difcharged  from  the  common  Canal  of  the  Urethra? 
which  evacuated  the  Serum  feparated  by  the  Kid- 
neys into  that  Cyftis,  and  this,  to  fpeak  Truth,  was 
only  the  Extremity  of  the  Rectum  a  little  dilated, 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

It  is  very  probable,  by  the  Defcription  of  thefe 
Organs,  that  if  this  Child  had  lived  to  be  adult, 
it  would  have  been  incapable  of  Generation,  from 
the  Mixture  of  the  Seed  with  the  Stercoral  and  Uri- 
nary Excrements.  Befides,  both  thofe  Excrements 
would  have  had  an  involuntary  Exit. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  du  Verney  infifted  upon  my  accompanying  him 
to  communicate  fuch  a  Curiofity  to  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  who  were  fo  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  it  that  I  thought  it  worthy  a  Draught 
taken  of  it,  by  Mr.  Chatillon  their  Engraver,  that 
the  Figure  of  it  might  remain  in  their  Academi- 
cal Memoirs. 

About  the  fame  Time  a  Child  was  born  that 
had  not  the  Genital  Parts  of  either  Sex,  and,  like 
the  preceding,  no  external  Aperture  but  that  of  the 
ReEfum.  When  Mr.  du  Verney  had  examined  it 
with  my felf,  he  ordered  a  Draught  of  it  to  be  ta- 
ken to  preferve  the  Reprefentation. 


Observ.     XCV. 

Upon  the  extraordinary  Magnitude  of  a  Female 
fefiicle. 

THE  1 2th  of  Auguft,  1686,  two  Reafons 
led  me  to  the  Chamber  appointed  for  the 
Dead,  to  open  the  Body  of  a  Woman  who  died 
a  few  Hours  before.  Firfl  to  know  whether  the 
Opinion  of  feveral  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  who 
believed  her  to  be  with  Child,  was  juft  or  not ;  and 
fecondly  to  demonftrate  the  Womb  and  the  Parts 
belonging  to  it  to  the  Midwives  Apprentices. 

I  found  the  left  Tefticle  in  this  Woman  of  the 
Bignefs  of  a  new  born  Child's  Head,  and  at  hrn: 
Sight,  you  might  have  imagined  a  Fcetus  wrapped 
up  in  its  Membranes.  When  I  came  to  open  it  I 
found  a  Collection  of  toughMatter,  neither  very  foft 

nor 
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nor  very  hard,  mixed  with  Serofity,  both  together 
weighing  four  Pounds. 

I  opened  the  Body  of  another  Woman  the  2  2d 
of  July,  1687,  in  whom  I  found  the  left  Tefticle 
of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pullet's  Egg,  and  obferved,  by 
opening  the  Tumour,  that  it  was  occafioned  by  the 
Expanfion  of  a  whitifh  Matter  moderately  thick, 
mixed  with  Locks  of  Hair  refembling  Furr.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  a  Reafon  how  this  Hair  was  gene- 
rated in  a  Phlegmatick  Impofthumation. 
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Upon  an  old  Pain  in  the  Breaft,   which  the  Patient 
believed  to  proceed  frem  an  Extraneous  Body.    . 

A  Young  Gentlewoman  aged  19,  came  to  the 
Holpital  the  1  ith  of  July,  1692,  for  Relief 
of  a  Pain  fhe  felt  in  one  of  her  Breads  for  eighteen 
Months  before.  She  pretended  that  this  Pain  was 
occafioned  by  a  Pin  being  broken  in  it,  and  was 
lodged  in  a  certain  Place  fhe  fixed  upon,  where  I 
felt  no  Hardnefs,  however,  or  the  leaft  Mark  of  a 
Puncture  or  Inflammation. 

The  Patient  prepofTefTed  with  the  Notion  of  an 
Extraneous  Body,  earneftly  defired  that  her  Breaft 
might  be  opened  to  extract  it,  faying,  that  it 
was  impoftible  for  her  to  endure  the  Torture  fhe 
fuffered  upon  that  Occafion  any  longer. 

For  my  own  Part,  I  had  a  Reluctance  to  fatisfy 
her  Proportion,  there  not  appearing  one  Symptom 
that  indicated  a  Neceflity  for  making  the  Incifion  ; 

fo 
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fo  that  the  more  fhe  perfevered  to  require  it  ©f 
me,  I  endeavoured  the  more  to  convince  her  it 
would  be  Ufelefs.  She  made  fuch  ftrong  Inftan- 
ces  however,  and  the  Sollicitations  of  her  Friends 
were  fo  very  prefling,  that  fufFering  my  felf  to 
be  conquered,  I  fixed  upon  a  Day  to  perform  the 
Operation,  in  the  Prefence  of  feveral  Aftiftants.  I 
made  a  crucial  Incifion  upon  the  Breaft  penetrat- 
ing to  the  Ribs,  the  Points  of  the  four  Angles  of 
the  Incifion  meeting  directly  upon  the  Place  of  the 
Pain. 

Then  I  introduced  my  Finger  into  the  Aperture, 
where  I  fought  for  the  extraneous  Body  in  Vain  % 
after  which  the  Patient,  who  had  undergone  the 
Operation  fhe  had  fo  much  defired,  without  making 
the  leaft  Complaint,  furprifed  that  no  extraneous 
Body  could  be  found,  had  ft  ill  fo  much  Refolution, 
as  to  rife  from  her  Seat  and  to  feel  for  it  herfelf 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  Wound,  with- 
out finding  any  thing  •,  upon  which  I  endeavoured 
to  comfort  her,  by  faying,  that  the  extraneous  Bo- 
dy might  appear  in  the  time  of  Suppuration, 
which  I  never  perceived  however,  nor  Mr.  De- 
Jagneaux  the  Surgeon  of  the  Ward,  who  generally 
drefTed  her,  and  whom  I  defired  carefully  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Excretions. 

What  we  both  obferved  during  the  Courfe  of 
this  Treatment  was,  that  fhe  did  not  feel  that 
pungent;  Pain  whilft  the  Wound  fuppurated,  but 
that  it  returned  in  Proportion  as  the  Wound  healed. 
I  have  iince  been  informed  by  Mr.  Defagneanx, 
that  this  Patient  who  continued  to  confult  him  fome- 
times,  the  Pains  being  as  violent  afterwards,  as 
they  were  before  the  Incifion,  prevailed  upon 
him  to  perform  the  fame  Operation,  who  finding 
only  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pin's  Head  of  encyftated  Mat- 
ter 
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ter  difcharged  by  the  Suppuration,  the  Pain    en- 
tirely ceafed,  and  was  afterwards  perfectly  cured. 

REMARK. 

According  to  my  Thoughts,  I  always  appre- 
hended that  this  Patient's  Pain  arofe  from  the  Irrita- 
tion of  a  corrofive  and  carcinomatous  Liquid, 
whofe  bad  Leven  might  be  exalted  again,  when 
it  was  lead  expected  ;  it  rarely  happening  that  thole 
obftinate  Diftempers  are  radically  cured. 


Observ.     XCVII. 

Upon  opening  the  Body  of  a  Child. 

r~Yn  H  E  Tenth  of  Feb.  1692,  I  was  feat  for 
JL  into  the  Hall  for  pregnant  Women,  to  de- 
liver a  Woman  of  a  dead  Child,  as  it  appeared  to 
us  by  the  Lividity  of  the  Skin,  by  the  Odour  and 
Separation  of  the  Epidermis  ;  upon  which  it  is 
necefTary  to  obferve  to  young  Surgeons,  that  this 
laft  Sign  is  not  always  certain,  having  feen  many 
that  have  loft  the  whole  Epidermis  and  have  yet 
been  alive. 

I  delivered  this  Woman,  and  after  her  De- 
livery I  opened  the  Body  of  the  dead  Child, 
which  was  dropfical,  and  being  willing  to  mew 
the  umbilical  VelTels  to  the  Midwife's  Apprentices,  I 
found  that  the  umbilical  Vein  and  Arteries  were 
in  their  natural  Difpofition ;  and  with  Regard  to 
thq  Urachus,  I  obferved,  that  in  the  Room  of  it, 

P  there 
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these  was  a  more  confiderable  Tube,  which  I  found 
fo  much  dilated  as  to  form  a  Bag  that  would 
admit  of  three  or  four  Fingers,  not  extending  be- 
yond the  Place  where  the  Navel-firing  penetrates 
the  Teguments,  and  appeared  to  me  only  an 
Elongation  of  the  Bottom  of  the  Bladder  •,  from 
whence  we  may  Conjecture,  that  the  Urachu  sis 
not  of  fo  great  Service  as  fome  Authors  have 
imagined,  fince  this  Production,  which  performed 
its  Office,  did  not  accompany  the  Reft  of  the 
VefTels  of  the  Navel-firing. 


Observ.     XCVIII. 

Upon  a  Wen  on  the  Rotula. 

A  Woman  Sixty-four  Years  of  Age  came  to 
Hotel  Dieu,  the  eighth  of 'Dec  ember ,,  1692, 
to  be  cured  of  a  Wen  that  began  to  appear  upon 
the  Rotula  of  the  right  Knee,  twenty  two  Years 
before. 

The  Patient  having  received  a  Blow  by  a  Fall  upon 
the  Knee  affected,  two  Years  before  fhe  came  to  the 
Hofpital,  me  imagined  that  the  Matter  contained 
in  the  Tumour  was  expanded  over  the  whole  ex- 
ternal and  pofterior  Part  of  the  Thigh,  tho'  at 
the  fame  Time,  nothing  was  difcharged  from  the 
Wen  by  this  Fall,  but  a  Quantity  of  Serofity. 

WThen  I  had  carefully  examined  the  Condition 
of  the  Thigh,  I  found  a  Tumefaction  extending 
from  the  fuperior  and  external  Part  to  the  Inferior, 

where 
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where  a  circumfcribed  Tumour  appeared  the  Big- 
neis   of  on  Egg. 

I  opened  this  Tumour,  from  whence  iflued  a 
Matter,  refembling  both  in  Colour  and  Confiftence, 
the  Blood  contained  in  a  Blood-Pudding,  and  a 
Pint  and  half  of  the  fame  was  expanded  in  the 
Interfaces  of  the  Mufcles  of  the  Thigh  ;  fo  that,  in 
order  to  leave  none  of  this  coagulated  Blood  in 
the  Vacuities  it  pofTefTed,  I  extended  the  Incifion 
I  had  began  at  the  inferior  Part  of  the  A  bfcefs, 
the  length  of  the  whole  Cavity,  being  directed 
by  my  Finger. 

After  the  Extraction  of  this  coagulated  Blood, 
the  Mouths  of  the  fanguiferous  VefTels  appeared 
in  the  Infide  of  the  Abfcefs,  refembling  the  Cote- 
Jydones  obferved  in  the  Wombs  of  Women  newly 
delivered.  This  I  mewed  to  Mr.  du  Verney,  Profef- 
for  in  the  Royal  Garden,  and  to  feverai  other  Sur- 
geons ;  the  Diftemper  happening  at  the  Time 
when  I  made  a  Courfe  of  Anatomy  at  Hotel  Ijieu, 
for  the  Inftruclion  of  the  young  Surgeons  of  that 
Hofpital. 

The  Patient  died  a  Fortnight  after,  of  an  Op- 
preflion  in  the  Thorax,  which  might  have  been 
occafioned  by  a  Coagulation  of  Blood  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  Thigh. 

■  I      tapr 
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Upon  a  Bite  by  a  mad  Dog. 

IN  the  Year  1690,  a  Boy  was  brought  to 
Hotel  Dieu,  who  had  been  bit  by  a  mad  Dog 
fix  Weeks  before  •,  his  Fits  were  fo  frequent,  that 
there  was  not  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour's  Intermiflion 
between  one  and  the  other  ;  and  in  the  Height 
of  his  Diftemper,  hefpit  in  the  Face  of  thofe  that 
approach' d  him,  cried  out  with  all  the  Force  he 
could,  and  would  drink  neither  Broth,  Water  or 
any  other  Liquid,  or  even  bear  the  Sight  of  it, 
neverthelefs,  advifmg  thofe  he  law  near  him  to  re- 
tire, continually  defiring  that  they  would  take  care 
to  tye  him  faft^  and  declared  that  he  could  not 
prevent  biting  thofe  within  his  Reach  even  againft 
his  Will,  and  died  a  Week  after. 


Observ.      C. 
Upon  another  Bite  by  a  mad  Cat. 

A  Young  Man,  a  Shoemaker,  was  bit  upon  the 
Forefinger  of  the  right  Hand  by  a  mad  Cat, 
who  came  and  threw  herfelf  between  his  Legs, 
after  being    drove  out    from  two    other    Shops, 

The 
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The  poor  Lad,  finding  his  Finger  engaged  between 
the  Teeth  of  this  Animal,  called  his  Comrades  to 
his  Aftiftance,  who  had  lb  me  Trouble  in  making 
the  Cat  quit  her  Hold. 

Neverthelefs,  the  Lad  who  was  bit,  as  Well  as  his 
Comrades,  not  thinking  the  Cat  to  be  mad,  but 
only  fought  for  a  Place  of  Refuge,  after  her  ill 
Ufage  in  the  neighbouring  Houfes,  left  her  in 
the  Shop,  till  the  wounded  Perfon  taking  up  his 
Work,  Mt  the  Cat  rufh  upon  him  again,  and 
fattened  her  Teeth  into  his  left  Hand,  daring  the 
Time  he  was  lifting  up  his  Hammer  to  ftrike  the 
Shoe  he  was  at  work  upon  •,  this  Action  having 
perhaps  made  the  Animal  fear  he  would  ftrike 
her. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  it  was  much  more  difficult 
to  make  the  Cat  loofe  her  Hold  this  fecond  Bite 
than  in  the  former,  which  occafioned  the  People 
to  deilroy  her,  and  then  the  wounded  Perfon  ad- 
drelTed  himfelf  to  Mr.  Seffrie,  one  of  the  Surgeons 
of  Hotel  Dieu,  to  be  dreffedofhis  Wounds,  which 
feemed  to  be  healed  in  twelve  Days,  without  ei- 
ther the  wounded  Perfon  or  the  Surgeon  fufpecting 
the  leaft  Malignity  in  that  fmall  Wound. 

After  this  feeming  Cure,  the  Lad  worked  at 
his  Trade  as  ufual,  and  felt  nothing  for  fome 
Time;  till  one  Evening  drinking  a  little  more  than 
ordinary  with  fome  of  his  Friends,  he  found  him- 
felf fo  heavy  in  the  Morning,  that  he  role  out  of 
his  Bed  with  Reluctance  and  could  not  apply  him- 
felf to  his  Work,  faying,  he  was  very  ill,  and 
never  in  fuch  a  Condition  before. 

His  Diftemper  irtcrcafed  to  that  Degree,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  fend  for  Mr.  Hainfelin,  Mailer  Sur- 
geon, who  bled  him  inftantly,  and  a  fecond  time 
the  next  Day;  after  which,  his  Mind  growing  more 
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uneafy,  he  began  to  lay  he  was  mad,  which  ob- 
liged his  Mailer  to  fend  him  to  the  Hofpital  Ho- 
tel D  ten. 

Fie  began  to  hold  the  fame  Difcourfe  he  had 
began  the  Day  before,  and  it  was  foon  perceived 
that  he  was  actually  troubled  with  the  Diftem- 
per  he  complained  of,  perfectly  diftingui  fried  by 
its  Symptoms  ;  for  from  that  time,  he  refufed 
all  Manner  of  Nourifhment,  and  particularly 
Brink,  even  to  that  Degree,  that  going  to  fee 
him  at  his  own  Requeft,  and  knowing  him  be- 
fides,  I  defired  him  to  drink,  telling  him  at  the 
fame  Time,  that  his  Repugnance  was  only  a  mere 
Illufion  *,  he  put  himfelf  into  a  Fury,  and  told 
me,  with  an  Oath,  that  he  did  not  defire  to  fee  me 
to  put  him  to  Pain,  by  propofing  a  Thing  that 
gave  him  the  greatefl  Horror,  but  to  comfort  and 
relieve  him  if  it  was  poflible. 

The  Phyficians  and  the  Religieufes  did  all  they 
could,  but  in  Vain,  to  engage  him  to  take  a 
Jittle  folid  or  liquid  Food  •,  fo  that,  having  been 
four  Days  without  taking  any  Thing,  his  Mouth 
became  parched  and  black.  He  defired  thofe  who 
approached  him,  however,  not  to  be  under  any  Ap- 
prehenfion,  provided  they  did  not  contradict  him, 
and  when  his  Fits  were  coming  upon  him,  he 
begged  the  Afnftants  to  keep  from  him,  fore-know- 
ing his  Fury  was  approaching. 

The  fourth  Day  afcer  his  Arrival,  they  put  him 
into  a  particular  Hall  to  bath  him  -,  and  that  very 
Day  he  fwallowed  a  little  Broth,  and  drank  a  lit- 
tle by  Intervals.  He  was  bathed  a  fecond  time 
the  next  Day,  after  which  his  Throat  fwel led,  and 
became  black,  as  well  as  his  Lips,  Cheeks  and 
whole  Face,  which  Symptoms  were  the  Fore- 
runners of  Death,  that  happened  ibon  after. 

REMARKS, 
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I  obferved  in  thefe  two  Subjects,  that  towards 
the  latter  End  they  made  terrible  Cries  every  half 
Quarter  of  an  Hour,  complaining  they  could  not 
breathe. 

I  had  the  Curiofity  of  opening  the  Body  of  this 
laft  Perfon,  notwithftanding  the  Oppofition  of  the 
Religieufes,  and  fome  other  Perfons  of  Considera- 
tion, who  endeavoured  to  diffuade  me  from  it, 
by  remonftrating  the  Injury  I  might  do  to  my 
Mi' and  others.  But  the  Defire  I  had  of  knowing 
whether  the  cruel  Diftemper  left  any  particular 
Veftigia,  after  Death,  prevailed  over  their  Perfua- 
fions,  added  to  a  Confidence  I  had  of  contracting 
no   Diftemper  from   handling  dead  Bodies. 

I  defired  my  Brother  to  faw  the  Cranium,  who 
was  at  that  time  Surgeon  of  Hotel  Dieuy  and  found 
the  Veins  of  the  Dura  Mater  filled  with  a  black 
coagulated  Blood,  as  well  as  the  Plexus  Choroides, 
and  all  the  Veffels  of  the  Brain  and  Meninges  in 
general. 

Then  I  opened  the  Swelling  of  the  Throat  and 
Face,  which  was  occafioned  by  Flatuofities,  and  an 
Expanfion  of  bloody  Scrum  -,  afterwards  the 
Thorax,  where  I  found  thQ  Lungs  fo  terribly  in- 
flated with  Air  and  coagulated  Blood,  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  make  them  Subline  ;  from  whence  we 
may  conclude  that  Patients  die  funocated  in  this 
Diftemper. 

But  the  Aperture  of  this  Body  very  much 
alarmed  the  People  of  the  Hofpital,  fome  of  the 
Ueligieujes,  and  other  particular  Perfons  prefent  at 
the  opening  of  it,  were  apprehenfive  of  Dan- 
ger :  Monfteur  Le  Chevalier  de  Pont.  quarre9  who 

P  4  was 


aitf        O  B  SERVJTIONS 

was  one,  made  a  Voyage  to  Diepe  to  be  immerfed 
into  the  Sea.  The  Nuns  requefted  Monfieur  de 
Medavid  Grancey,  Archbifhop  of  Roan,  to  come 
and  cure  him  by  the  Preparation  and  Application  of 
a  particular  Noftrum  he  had,  the  Compofition  where- 
of he  kept  carefully  concealed.  And,  as  it  was  ne- 
cefTary  this  Application  mould  be  made  falling, 
and  that  the  Compofition  of  the  Medicines  was 
required  to  be  made  for  every  particular  Patient, 
it  was  three  o'  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  before  the 
laft  to  be  cured  could  eat  any  thing.  However, 
thefe  Ladies,  not  thoroughly  recovered  of  their 
Apprehenfions  by  this  myflerious  Operation,  de- 
fired  the  young  Chevalier  St.  Hubert  to  come,  who 
touched  us  all,  and  fo  far  preferved  us,  that  not 
one  was  ever  afflicted  with  the  Diftemper. 

It  is,  however,  very  furprifing  how  long  the 
Leven  of  this  Madnefs  mall  remain  in  certain  Bodies 
without  exerting  its  Force ;  and  I  cannot  al- 
ledge  a  more  lingular  Inflance  than  that  given 
me  by  Sleur  Guerin,  Surgeon  ofMarolles  upon  Seine 
near  Montreau,  at  the  Time  I  happened  to  be  in 
that  Country  in  June  1699,  which  wras  confirmed 
by  many  People  of  the  Place  who  were  WitnelTes 
to  it. 

Two  young  Men  of  that  Town  being  bit  by  a 
mad  Dog  in   April,  1697,  one.  of  them   died   m 
fix  Weeks     under  the    ftrongeft   Symptoms    be- 
longing  to  that    Diforder,  with  which  he  was  at- 
acked  on  a  fudden,  and  during  that  time  could  not 
sear  that  any  thing  fhould  approach  him  without 
being  in  terrible  Agitations,  making  extraordinary 
Springs   and  Contortions,  always  complaining    of 
being  iuMbcated,  and  continually  evacuating  Foam 
and  Phlegm  by   the  Mouth  j  which  having  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  two  Days,    Death  put   a   Period    to    his 

Pains. 

The  Second,  looking  upon  this  Bite  as  a  Trifle, 
as  the  former  had  done,  however,  being  touched 
by  fome  in  the  Neighbourhood,  who  faid  they 
were  defcended  from  St.  Hubert  9  he  lived  and 
acted  according  to  the  common  Cuftom  of  his 
Life,  excepting,  that  every  fix  Weeks  he  felt  a 
Weight  for  two  or  three  Days  in  the  Place  where 
he  was  bit,  had  wild  Looks  in  his  Eyes,  and  a 
Hender  Difficulty  in  Refpiration  ;  befides,  he  was 
affected  at  all  times  with  one  thing  particular  ;  viz. 
that  he  could  not  pafs  by  the  Grave  of  the  Per- 
fon'  who  died  by  the  like  Bite,  without  trem- 
bling and  a  pannick  Fear  which  he  could  not 
conquer,  and  was  even  in  fuch  a  Condition  that 
whe  durfl  not  enter  into  the  Pariffi,  for  Fear  of  feeing 
that  Sepulchre*,  and  the  Curate  of  the  Parim  com- 
plaining to  his  Father  that  he  neglected  his  Chri- 
ftian  Duties,  he  made  no  other  Anfwer  to  his  Fa- 
ther, who  reprimanded  him  for  it,  than  that  it  was 
impofiible  for  him  to  go,  and,  that  if  he  knew 
the  Reafon  he  would  pardon  him  for  it. 

He  remained  in  this  Condition  during  the  Space 
of  eighteen  Months,  and  then  was  feized  with 
the  moft  raging  Madnefs  imaginable,  and  all  the 
Remedies  that  were  exhibited,  could  not  prevent 
his  dying  in  five  Days. 


Observ. 
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Observ.     CI. 

Upon  opening  the  Body  of  a  Woman  who  died  in 
Child-bed. 

A  Woman  22  Years  of  Age,  ready  to  be  de- 
Jiver'd,  came  to  Hotel  Dieu  the  13th  of 
Aprils  1693,  complaining  of  a  .violent  Pain  in 
her  Head.  The  fourth  Day  after  Ihe  had  been 
received  into  the  Hofpital,  fhe  was  attacked  about 
four  o'  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  with  violent  Epi- 
leptick  Fits,  which  at  firfl  allowed  an  Hour's  Inter- 
val, and  then  attacked  her  more  flrongly. 

Towards  eight  in  the  Evening,  the  Convulfions 
returned  every  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  and  lafted  as 
long  ;  the  Patient,  during  that  Time,  being  void  of 
Senfe  or  Underftanding,  foaming  at  the  Mouth  and 
Nofe,  and  having  her  Tongue  fo  thick,  that  it 
was  neceffarv  to  place  a  folid  Body  between  her 
Teeth,  left  fhe  fhould  divide  it. 

Thefe  violent  Agitations  of  the  whole  Body 
were,  in  Appearance,  Preparatives  to  her  Delivery, 
infomuch  that  the  Waters  being  formed  and  flood- 
ing, the  Child  came  to  the  Coronet  preferring  its 
Head,  as  large  as  a  penny  Loaf.  I  moved  it 
about  hoping  to  extract  it  by  one  of  thefe  Mo- 
tions, contrary  to  Nature ;  but  foon  forefaw 
that  he  would  be  fufTocated  by  thefe  Motions  of 
Contraction,  obferving  that  it  rather  re-enter'd  than 
advanc'd,  when  fhe  was  feized  with  Convulfions.  She 
lived,  however,  in  this  miferable  Condition  till  ten 
o5  Clock  the  next  Morning,  without  being  delivered. 

The 
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The  Patient  being  deceafed,  I  opened  her  Body 
immediately,  and  found  the  Child  dead.  Then 
I  examined  the  Womb  with  Refpect  to  its  pre- 
tended Thicknefs,  and  found  it  to  be  the  third 
Part  of  an  Inch  thick,  in  that  Place  to  which 
the  Placenta  is  fixed,  and  only  the  twelfth  Part  of 
an  Inch  in  other  Places,  conformably  to  what  the 
beft  Practioners,  and  mod  curious  Obfervers  have 
related. 

I  opened  this  Woman's  Head,  which  I  found 
fo  infiltrated  with  Serofity,  that  the  Brain  feemed 
difpofed  to  diffolve,  and  this  was  the  Caufe  of  thofe 
epileptick  Fits  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted, 
and,  at  length,  had  deprived  her  of  Life. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.       CXI. 

Upon  a  very  con  fider able  Fr  allure  of  the  Skull. 

THE  fourteenth  of  January,  1693,  a  Water- 
Porter,  40  Years  of  Age,  was  brought  to 
Hotel  Dieu,  who  had  been  wounded  upon  the 
Head  by  the  Fall  of  a  Tile  from  an  Houfe,  which 
had  fractured  both  parietal  Bones  into  four  large 
Pieces  ;  and  this  Fracture,  extending  beyond  the 
Coronal,  Sagittal  and  Lambdoidal  Suture,  reached 
on  one  Side  to  the  Middle  of  the  Coronal  Bone, 
and  on  the  other  upon  the  Occipital  to  the  large 
Foramen  of  the  Medulla  Spinalis  -,  moreover,  the 
Fragments  of  the  Bones,  rifing  in  an  Arch  upon 
the  Surface  of  the  Occipital,  formed  that  kind  of 
Fracture  called  by  the  Greeks  Kapa^w,   and  a 

Portion 
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Portion  of  the  right  Parietal,  three  fingers  Breadth , 
was  feparated  from  the  whole. 

The  Trepan  was  performed  by  raifing  feveral 
Splinters  of  Bone,  by  which  Means  we  difcovered 
a  very  confiderable  Extravaflition  of  Blood  between 
the  Cranium  and  Dura  Mater.  The  Patient  lived 
in  this  Condition  fix  Days,  having  his  Senfes  and 
Judgment  perfectly  found,  without  Delirium  or 
any  other  Symptom  excepting  a  flight  Drowfinefs. 
I  opened  his  Plead,  and  found  no  other  Difor- 
der  under  the  Skull,  than  an  Expanfion  of  pu- 
rulent Matter,  in  the  Anfractuofities  of  the  Brain. 
I  relate  this  Obfervation,  only  becaufe  it  is  very 
rare,  that  fo  confiderable  a  Fracture  fhould  hap- 
pen to  the  Skull  without  affecting  the  principal 
Faculties. 


Observ,     cm. 

Upon  a  very  'particular  Lithotomy. 

rT~1  H  E  Twenty- ninth  of  Ottoler,  1696,  hav- 
JL  ing  fixed  upon  a  Day  to  cut  a  Lad  for  the 
Stone ;  when  I  had  prepared  my  Dreflings,  and 
placed  my  Patient  in  a  proper  Situation,  made  my 
Ligatures,  and  ported  my  Affiftants,  I  made  an 
Incifion  in  Perinceo  proportioned  to  the  Age  of 
the  Patient,  and  the  Magnitude  of  the  extraneous 
Body,  as  near  as  I  could  judge  of  it  by  my 
Probe.  Then  I  introduced  my  Forceps  into  the 
Bladder,  and  laying  hold  of  the  Stone,  whilft 
my  Forceps  did  not  appear  too  open,  I  thought 

to 
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to  have  extruded  it  eafily  by  the  Aperture  I  had 
made  •,  but  could  not  forefee  that  I  had  laid  hold 
of  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  oppofed  the  Extraction ; 
that  it  had  two  projecting  Points  at  the  external 
Extremity,  which  fo  croffed  the  opening  I  had 
made,  that  I  might  iboner  have  torn  away  the 
Bladder  than  extracted  the  Stone  in  that  Situation. 
And,  in  Truth,  1  ufed  my  belt  Endeavours  to 
fucceed,  but  in  vain,  the  Force  neceflary  being  fo 
very  confiderable,  that  my  Forceps  bent,  which 
accidentally  occasioned  the  Succefs  of  the  Opera- 
tion and  the  Safety  of  the  Patient. 

In  effect,  this  Accident  happening  to  my  In- 
ftrument,  I  was  obliged  to  introduce  my  Button 
into  the  Bladder  upon  my  Forceps,  preffing  the 
extraneous  Body  back  again  ;  then  I  introduced 
another  pair  of  Forceps  upon  the  Creil  of  my 
Button,  and  conducting  it  into  the  Bladder,  I 
embraced  the  Stone  in  fuch  a  Manner,  the  fecond 
Time,  that  thefe  two  Points  were  lodged  between 
the  Branches  of  my  Inftrument,  by  which  means 
I  eafily  extracted  the  extraneous  Body,  and  the 
Patient,  being  drefTed  according  to  the  common 
Method,  recovered  in  three  Weeks,  without  any 
Inconveniency  remaining,  having  feen  him  at 
Work  in  his  Father's   Houfe  three  Years  after. 

Upon  the  Whole,  if  the  Singularity  of  that 
Circumftance,  which  at  fir  ft  oppofed  the  Succefs 
of  the  Operation  here  mentioned,  can  be  of  any 
Advantage  toward  the  Inftruction  of  thofe  who 
begin  to  practice  Lithotomy,  by  teaching  them 
that  they  mould  not  always  infift  upon  the  Ex- 
traction of  the  Stone,  when  they  imagine  it  well 
engaged  between  the  Branches  of  the  Forceps,  I 
fay,  if  that  Singularity  can  inftruct  them  how  to 
act  upon  the  like  Occafion,  it  will  be  a  farther  Sa- 
tisfaction 
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tisfa&ion  to  them,  if  my  Health  mould  permit  me 
to  communicate  many  other  Facts  attended  with 
extraordinary  Circumftances,  and  which  raifed 
fuch  Obftacles  as  I  could  with  Difficulty  furmount, 
during  the  Space  of  20  Years  that  I  performed  this 
important  Operation  upon  above  {even  Hundred 
Patients  both  at  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  City,  and  in 
the  Country,  befides  the  Remarks  I  may  have 
made  upon  above  two  thoufand  Operations  I 
have  feen  performed  by  other  Lithotomifts  at  the 
Hofpital  and  in  other  Places  *,  being  always  as 
curious  to  fee  the  Dexterity  of  others  in  this  Ope- 
ration as  to  perform  it  my  felf. 


O  BS  E  RV.       CIV. 

Upon  a  Fifiulous  Abfcefs  at  the  great  Canthus  cf 
the  Eye. 


IN  the  Month  of  May,  1696,  I  was  fent  for  by 
a  Lady  to  examine  a  Tumour  fhe  had  upon 
the  great  Canthus  of  the  left  Eye,  attended  with  a 
confiderable  Inflammation. 

After  I  had  remarked  in  this  Tumour  all  the 
Symptoms  of  an  Abfcefs  tending  to  impoftu- 
mate,  I  applied  a  maturating  Medicine,  which 
brought  it  to  Suppuration  in  three  Days,  and  it 
buril  of  its  own  accord,  the  Patient  not  per- 
mitting me  to  open  it  with  a  Lancet.  Then,  I 
probed  the  Ulcer,  and  finding  the  Os  Unguis  dif- 
covered,  I  propofed  the  Operation  for  the  Fiflula 
Lachrymalis,  which  fhe  objected  againft,  having 

been 
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been  told,  that  it  could  not  be  performed  without 
the  Application  of  Fire. 

Neverthelefs,  as  me  placed  a  thorough  Confi- 
dence in  me,  having  aiTured  her  of  a  Cure  without 
making  Ufe  of  Fire,  fhe  refolved  to  fubmit  to  all 
I  mould  think  necefTary  towards  a  Cure.  The  Day- 
being  fixed  for  the  Operation,  I  began  by  dilating 
the  Orifice  of  the  fiflulous  Ulcer,  and  then  pierced 
the  Os  Unguis  with  an  Inftrument  whofe  Extremity 
was  in  a  triangular  Form  ;  and  afterwards  dref- 
fed  the  Fiflula,  by  introducing  a  fmall  hard  Doffil 
in  Form  of  a  Tent,  and  tied  with  a  bit  of  Thread, 
into  the  Hole  I  had  made  in  the  Bone  ;  and  then 
filled  the  Ulcer  with  Doffils  armed  with  an  Ano- 
dyne Medicine,  and  a  Plaifter  over  it,  Compref- 
fes  placed  upon  the  Eye  dipped  in  a  proper  De- 
fenfitive,  with  an  Handkerchief  over  ail  to  ferve 
for  a  Bandage. 

During  the  Courfe  of  treating  this  Fiftula, 
I  fometimes  ufed  the  Trocb.  de  Minio,  to  confume 
the  Callofities  and  bad  Flefh  that  was  generated 
at  the  Bottom,  and  prepared  Spunge  to  keep  the 
external  Orifice  open,  which  would  otherwife  have 
been  clofed  before  the  Exfoliation  of  the  Bones, 
that  did  not  happen  till  a  Month  after  the  Ope- 
ration ;  and  when  the  Exfoliation  was  compleated, 
I  continued  to  drefs  the  Patient  above  two  Months 
after,  till  the  Ulcer  being  perfectly  mundified  and 
cicatrifed,  the  Fiflula  healed  without  the  leaft 
weeping  of  Tears,  or  any  other  Inconveniency. 

This  Method  of  piercing  the  Os  Unguis,  is  lefs 
cruel  than  that  of  the  actual  Cautery,  the  fole 
Idea  whereof  flrikes  a  Terror  into  the  Patient, 
who  is  to  undergo  the  Operation  ;  but  Care  mould 
be  taken,    during  the  Treatment,   to  prevent  the 

Hole 
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Hole  from  doling,  till  after  the  Exfoliation  of 
the  Circumference,  becaufe  this  would  render  the 
Attempt  fruitlefs,  the  Tears  not  finding  a  Paf- 
fage  thro'  the  Nofe,  which  is  the  only  Benefit  to 
be  reaped  from  this  Operation. 


Observ,     CV. 

Upon  a  Fiftula  in  Ano. 

I  Was  called,  the  17th  ok  J  an.  1696,  in  Con- 
futation with  Mr.  Turfem,  Mafter  Surgeon,  and 
another  Surgeon  of  the  Army,  upon  a  Fiftula  in 
Ano^  complicated  with  a  hues  Venerea^  which  de- 
clared itfelf  by  Puftules  about  the  Fundament  and 
an  Eruption  over  the  whole  Body. 

We  agreed  that  it  was  necefiary  to  prepare  him 
for  the  Operation,  which  was  in  hade,  by  Bleed- 
ing and  Purging,  and  a  proper  Regimen,  and 
that,  during  the  Management  of  the  Fiftula,  he 
mould  take  proper  Medicines  to  conquer  the  ve- 
nereal Infection  ;  which  would  otherwife  prove  an 
infallible  Obftacle  to  the  Cure. 

When  necefTary  Preparations  had  been  made,  I 
cut  the  Fiftula  in  Prefence  of  thefe  two  Gentlemen, 
and  from  the  very  firft  Day  the  Wound  furnimed 
fo  laudable  a  Matter,  that  it  feemed  to  appear  in 
a  fpeedy  Way  of  Healing. 

This,  however,  did  not  prevent  us  from  profecut- 
ing  the  Refolution  we  had  taken,  of  conquering 
the  venereal  Infection  ;  and  therefore  prefcribed 
15   Grains   of  Merc.  Dulc.  mixed  with  Conf.  Rof. 

to 
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to  be  taken  every  Morning,  drinking  an  Infufion 
of  Senna  upon  it,  in  order  to  precipitate  the  Mer- 
cury, and  that  he  fhould  ufe  the  Decoff.  Lign. 
for  common  Drink. 

Thefe  Remedies  produced  a  good  Effect,  and 
the  Puftules  difappeared,  the  Eruption  languimed, 
and  the  Wound  was  in  an  happy  Way  of  healing 
a  Month  or  five  Weeks  after  the  Operation  -,  at 
which  Time,  being  fent  for  to  perform  the  Ope- 
ration for  the  Stone  at  Chartres,  he  was  feized 
with  a  violent  Pain  on  the  left  Side,  accom- 
panied with  a  Difficulty  in  Refpiration,  which  ob- 
liged thofe,  to  whofe  Care  I  had  recommended 
him  in  my  Abfence,  to  bleed  him  three  or  four 
Times  in  a  fhort  Space. 

But  thefe  Symptoms  happened  only  by  the  Er- 
rors committed  in  his  Regimen,  according  to 
my  own  Knowledge,  the  Patient  being  ingenuous 
enough  to  deceive  himfelf,  by  the  Faints  he  made 
to  make  be  believe,  that  he  had  been  ftrietly  con- 
formable to  the  Regimen  we  had  prefcribed  ;  al- 
tho*  he  took  all  imaginable  Liberties  at  the  fame 
Time.  The  Bleedings  rendered  his  Refpiration 
more  eafy  and  free,  but  a  fixed  Pain  remained 
under  his  Breaft,  that,  in  the  End,  produced  an 
external  Tumour,  which  I  took  to  be  a  certain 
Sign  of  an  Abfcefs  formed  between  the  fifth 
and  fixth  of  the  true  Ribs. 

After  the  Ufe  of  emollient  Cataplafms  and 
gummy  Plaifters,  the  Tumour  being  ready  to  open, 
the  Patient  was  feized  with  a  Spitting  of  purulent 
Matter,  in  fo  great  an  Abundance,  that  the  Tu- 
mour difappeared  ;  and  this  Spitting  continuing  for 
a  considerable  Time,  the  Patient  fell  into  fuch 
an  Atrophy,  that  he  was  a  mere  Skeleton. 

(^  The 
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The  Ulcer  was  in  good  Condition  notwithftand- 
ing,  and  the  remaining  Part  of  the  Cicatrice  to 
be  formed,  was  only  retarded  by  a  Defect  of  the 
natural  Balfam,  the  Source  whereof  was  exhaufted. 
Perceiving  him  in  this  Condition,  I  advifed  him 
to  go  into  the  Country,  and  drink  AfTes  Milk. 
He  took  my  Advice,  and  went  into  the  Country 
accordingly.  The  Change  of  Air  proved  fo  be- 
neficial to  him,  that  he  rather  fludied  to  pleafe  his 
Appetite  than  to  conform  to  the  Regimen  I  had 
prescribed.  His  Ulcer  cicatrifed  foon  after,  he 
grew  fat,  and  his  Health  was  nearly  eftablifhed 
when  I  faw  him  the  9th  ofOtlober  in  the  fame  Year, 
and  found  him  difpofed  to  return  inceflantly  to 
Pau,  which  was  the  Place  of  his  Refidence  *,  from 
whence  I  advifed  him  to  go  and  drink  the  Bar- 
rege  Waters  in  the  Spring,  which  he  afterwards 
did,  as  he  fince  informed  me  at  Paris,  and  now 
enjoys   a  good  State  of  Health. 


Observ.     CVI. 

Upon  an  ill  Conformation  of  the  Finger  Index. 

A  Girl  twelve  or  thirteen  Years  of  Age  came 
to  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  Month  of  March, 
1699,  to  have  the  Forefinger  of  her  right  Hand 
amputated,  the  ill  Conformation  whereof,  rendered 
the  whole  Hand  impotent  and  inactive.  This  De- 
fault confided  in  an  Exoftofis,  that  extended  from 
the  firft  Phalanx  of  that  Finger  to  the  laft,  in  fuch 
Manner,  that  the  Bone  of  the  firft  Phalanx   was 

three 
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three  Fingers  Breadth,  the  fecond  two,  and  the  third 
an  Inch  broad.  This  enormous  Bignefs  had  its 
Bafis  at  the  Joint  of  the  Metacarpus,  and  ter- 
minated at  the  End  of  the  Finger,  where  there 
was  no  Nail,  but  only  a  fmall  brown  Spot,  a  little 
depreffed,  in  the  Place  where  it  mould  have  been. 

This  Deformity  made  the  Finger  refemble  a 
Flounder,  the  Skin  on  the  outfide  being  of  a 
brownifh  red  Colour,  fcattered  over  with  black 
Spots,  and  of  the  natural  Colour  of  the  Hand  on 
the  Infide,  the  whole  Finger  being  flat  from  one 
Extremity  to  the  other. 

The  incommodious  Weight  of  her  Hand,  which 
fhe  was  obliged  to  carry  in  a  Sling,  made  her  re- 
folve  upon  having  that  burthenfome  Extremity  am- 
putated ;  but  when  me  was  prepared  for  the  Ope« 
ration  by  common  Medicines,  as  Necefiity  re- 
quired, fhe  faid,  that  me  would  firft  confult  her 
Father,  who  being  fent  for  at  a  great  Diftance, 
chofe  rather  to  take  his  Daughter  with  him, 
than  to  fuffer  that  ufelefs  Extremity  to  be  cut  off, 
and  this  from  a  tender  Affection,  which  he  could 
not  juftify  with  any  good  Reafon,  finee  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  Operation  being  almoft  indubitable, 
his  Daughter  might  have  helped  her  felf  with  this 
Hand  in  Time,  whereas  it  was  abfolutefy  ufelefs 
whilft  the  Deformity  fubfifted* 


Q^2  Obsery* 
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Observ.     CVII. 

Upon  a  compound  Fr allure  of  the  Nofe. 

THE  Twelfth  of  March,  1692,  a  young 
Man  came  to  Hotel  Dieu,  to  be  drefTed  of 
a  Wound  upon  his  Nofe,  accompanied  with  a 
Fracture,  and  De-preflion  of  the  two  Bones  that 
form  the  Arch,  infomnch  that  the  lateral  Parts  of 
the  Nofe,  where  the  Bones  are  articulated  with 
thofe  of  the  fuperior  Jaw,  were  more  elevated 
than  the  anterior  ;  and  thefe  Bones  were  fo  very 
loofe  on  both  Sides,  that  I  could  have  eafily  ex- 
traded  them  with  my  Forceps. 

However,  I  had  no  Thought  of  proceeding  in 
this  Manner,  having  a  Regard  to  the  Deformity 
that  muft  en fue,  and,  inftead  thereof,  raifed  the 
depreflfed  Bones  by  Means  of  a  Dilatatory  intro- 
duced into  each  Noitril  •,  then  preffing  upon  the 
Bones  on  the  outfide  with  my  Fingers,  I  reduced 
them  to  their  natural  Order. 

I  fupported  this  Structure  on  the  infide  the  No- 
ftrils,  by  thrufting  two  Canula's  up  them,  covered 
with  fine  Linnen,  and  armed  with  Linim.  Arcm, 
drefTmg  the  external  Wounds  with  Pledgets  covered 
with  the  fame  Liniment,  that  were  fupported 
by  a  very  adhefive  Plaifter,  to  fupply  the  Defect 
of  a  Bandage,  which  is  of  little  Service  upon  this 
Part.  The  Bones  were  faftened  in  a  Fortnight, 
and  the  Patient  perfectly  cured  in  the  Space  of  a 
Month,  without  the  lealt  Deformity  remaining. 

REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

This  Fact  may  inflrud  young  Surgeons,  not 
to  look  upon  all  pieces  of  loofe  Bones  as  extrane- 
ous and  ufelefs  Bodies,  efpecially  upon  the  Face, 
where  the  Surgeon's  principal  View  is  to  prevent 
Deformity  as   much  as  poftible. 


Observ.     CVIII. 

Upon  a  very  fingular  Lithotomy. 

IN  the  Beginning  ofikfav,  1695,  I  was  called 
in  Confultation  by  my  Collegue  Mr.  Du  Chene^ 
Mafter  Surgeon,  and  upon  hearing  the  Pa- 
tient's Complaint,  we  had  no  Difficulty  in  con- 
cluding that  he  had  a  Stone  in  the  Bladder,  all 
the  Symptoms  of  it  being  very  diftinguimable. 
Neverthelefs,  to  be  fully  convinced  by  the  only 
Mark  that  leaves  no  Doubt,  I  probed  him,  and 
finding  the  Refiflance  of  an  hard  Body  at  the 
End  of  my  Algaly,  I  defired  my  Collegue  to 
feel  it,  and  fixed  upon  a  Day  to  perform  the 
Operation,  when  the  Patient  had  been  firft  pre- 
pared by  Bleeding,  Purging,  and  a  proper  Re- 
gimen. 

The  1 6th  of  the  fame  Month,  which  was  the 
Day  fixed  upon,  we  went  to  Fontenay^  above  the 
Wood  of  Vincennes,  the  Place  of  the  Patient's  Re- 
fidence,  Meffieurs  Devaux,  and  Vaillant,  Doctors  in 
Phyfick,    and  my  Collegue  Mr.  du  Chine.     We 
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found  him  difpofed  to  undergo  the  Operation  with 
Conftancy  and  Refolution,  having  more  than 
Strength  fufficient,  and  even  a  ftrong  Conftitution 
of  Body,  which  needs  no  other  Proof,  than  his 
being  capable  to  refift  all  thofe  Accidents  he 
laboured  under,  which  I  fhall  mention  in  the 
Sequel. 

The  Drefling  being  prepared,  and  my  Patient 
and  Afliftants  regularly  difpofed,  I  made  the  In- 
cifion  in  Perlnceo^  according  to  Cuftom  •,  and 
then,  by  Means  of  the  Gorgeret,  introduced  my 
Forceps  into  the  Bladder,  endeavouring  to  find 
the  Stone,  and  lay  hold  of  it,  but  without  Suc- 
cefs.  Finding,  therefore,  that  all  the  Attempts  I 
had  made  for  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  did  not 
afford  me  the  Opportunity  of  laying  hold  of  any 
extraneous  Body,  I  judged  it  improper  to  fatigue 
the  Patient  any  longer  to  no  Purpofe,  fo  that  un- 
tying him  he  was  put  into  Bed  and  the  Wound 
dreffed. 

The  Reflexions  firft  made  upon  the  Succefs  of 
this  Operation  by  thofe  prefent  were  various.  The 
Phyficians  fkilled  in  Surgery  were  not  over  fur- 
prifed,  that  the  Stone  mould  not  be  immediately 
found  \  becaufe,  having  feen  a  great  Number  of 
•Operations,  they  knew,  by  Experience,  that  the 
Stone  whether  fmgle  or  many,  are  often  engaged 
at  the  Bottom  of  the  Bladder,  and  fo  well  fattened , 
that  the  Fibres  of  that  Organ  muft  be  relaxed 
and  abfolutely  undiftended  during  the  Suppuration, 
to  make  room  for  them  to  fall  towards  the  Neck  of 
it,  and  then  they  either  fall  out  of  themfelves,  or  are 
foon  felt,  fo  that  we  fucceed  more  eafily  in  the 
Extraction  of  them  at  that  Time. 

As  to  Mr.  du  Chine  and  my  fc\f9    who  had  fek 
a  folid  Subftance  at  the  End  of  the  Algaly,  when 
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the  Patient  was  probed,  we  did  not  in  the  lead 
doubt,  but  fome  extraneous  Body  would  at  length 
appear.  But  the  Surgeons  of  the  neighbouring  Vil- 
lages, whofe  Curiofity  had  brought  them  thither, 
tho'  very  ignorant  of  what  Regards  the  Diftemper 
and  Operation,  having  leen  no  Stone  extracted,  re- 
ported, throughout  the  Country,  that  we  had  per- 
formed an  ufelefs  Operation  upon  the  poor  Patient. 

I  was  little  affected  at  their  Murmurings,  being 
fully  perfuaded,  that  the  Event  would  foon  make 
the  Ramnefs  of  their  Cenfure  appear.  In  effect, 
after  the  fecond  Drefllng,  two  fmail  Stones  ap- 
peared upon  the  Pledgets,  of  the  Size  and  Figure 
of  Peafe  :  Larger  afterwards  appeared,  and  fome 
Days  after,  having  introduced  my  Button  into  the 
Bladder  to  make  what  Difcovery  I  could,  I  felt 
more  of  thefe  ftnall  Stones,  and  extracted  ten  or 
twelve  ;  fo  that,  in  the  Space  of  fix  Weeks  that 
the  Bladder  remained  open,  35  or  40  of  thefe 
fmall  extraneous  Bodies  were  difcharged,  which 
would  eafily  crumble  in  Pieces :  Thefe  were  only 
fmall  Detachments  from  a  larger  Quantity  lodged 
at  the  Bottom  of  the  Bladder,  and  did  not  abfo- 
lutely  appear  till  the  Year  following. 

Neverthelefs,  the  Difcharge  of  thefe  firft  Stones 
did  not  relieve  the  Patient,  nor  prevent  his  endur- 
ing continual  Pains  in  all  the  urinary  Canals, 
and  that  Excrement  was  fo  fharp,  that  what  he 
evacuated,  either  by  the  Penis  or  the  Wound, 
caufed  infupportable  Smartings,  notwithstanding 
all  the  foftning  Medicines  ufed  by  the  Advice  or 
his  Phyficians  confulted  at  different  Times. 

The  Wound  being  healed  after  two  Months 
Dreffing,  and  the  Pains  ftill  remaining,  thefe  tedi- 
ous Sufferings,  which  were  always  attended  with 
a  considerable  Fever,  reduced  this  poor  Gentleman 
Q^4  jntd 
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into  fo  languid  a  Condition,  and  the  Humours  of 
the  Body  in  general  differed  fo  great  an  Alteration, 
that  the  Autumn  following  he  had  a  Depofition 
of  Humour  upon  his  right  Leg,  that  occafioned 
a  very  large  Abfcefs,  which  was  opened  by  Mr. 
du  Chine i  and  fo  well  managed,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly cured. 

But  as  the  firft  Caufe  of  his  Diftemper  ilill  re- 
mained, the  Pains  in  making  Water,  and  the  flow 
Fever  continued  likewife  to  diftrefs  him  ;  but  he 
had  however  one  Advantage  in  his  Misfortune,  not 
to  want  any  Afliftance  neceffary,  both  as  to  Nou- 
rifhment,  Medicines  and  Dreffing  •,  having  a  good 
Surgeon  near  him,  who  ftrictly  obferved  the  Pre  - 
fcriptions  of  the  Phyficians  who  vifited  him  fome 
Time,  and  that  of  Mr.  du  Chine  ^  who  was  obliged 
to  drefs  him  again  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
following  of  another  Abfcefs  that  came  upon  his 
right  Arm,  of  which  he  likewife  recovered,  not- 
withftanding  the  Continuance  of  the  Fever,  and  the 
emaciated  Condition  to  which  he  was  reduced. 

The  prodigious  heap  of  Stones  flill  contained  in 
the  Bladder,  and  which  in  all  Appearance  rather 
increafed  than  diminifhed,  {till  maintaining  the 
Difficulty  in  making  Water,  fo  tormented  the 
Patieni  for  1 6  Months,  that  not  doubting  but  he 
had  Stones  (till  in  the  Bladder,  Mr.  du  Chine^  and 
my  M^  refolved  to  perform  the  Operation  a 
fecond  Time  ;  for  which  Purpofe  we  fet  out  the 
31ft  of  Otiober,  1696,  accompanied  with  the  Phy- 
fician  and  Meffieurs  le  Prevoft^  and  le  Fevre,  two 
others  of  the  Fraternity. 

Therefore  making  a  fecond  Incifion  in  Perin<eoy 
upon  the  Cicatrice  made  the  Year  before,  I  paf- 
fed  my  Forceps  into  the  Bladder  by  means  of  the 
Gorgeret  -,  and  had  not  long  probed  with  my  In- 
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ftrument,  but  I  felt  a  large  heap  of  thefe  extra- 
neous Bodies,  eafy  to  be  crufhed  in  Pieces,  be- 
tween the  Branches  of  my  Forceps  *,  and  perceiv- 
ing, that  thofe  fmall  Stones  had  little  Solidity, 
I  managed  them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  I  ab- 
folutely  extracted  all  I  had  laid  hold  on,  which 
amounted  to  above  four-fcore  Stones  connected  to- 
gether by  a  mucous  Matter,  the  lead  whereof 
were  as  big  as  Peafe,  and  the  largeit  as  big  as 
fmall  Nuts,  which  were  much  harder,  and  com- 
pofed  of  feveral  Strata  placed  one  upon  the  other, 
being  like  a  Kernel   in  the  Center. 

The  following  Days  feveral  were  difcharged  at 
each  Drefiing,  and  when  I  introduced  the  Button 
into  the  Bladder,  I  generally  found  ten  or  a  dozsn 
together,  ready  to  be  laid  hold  on,  which  I  ex- 
traded  either  by  Portions  or  whole,  after  intro- 
ducing my  Forceps  into  the  Bladder,  by  Means 
of  the  Button  •,  befides  abundance  of  Gravel  and 
Mucus  that  difcharged  by  the  Canula,  which  I 
thought  proper  to  leaye  in  the  Wound  for  fix 
Weeks  ;  by  Reafon  that  I  perceived  fome  fmall 
Stones,  Gravel,  Sanies,  or  Mucous  Matter  daily 
difcharged  ;  during  which  time  I  am  certain  there 
were  300  Stones,  greater  or  lefs,  voided  from  the 
Bladder  of  this  Patient. 

The  Wound  was  not  entirely  cicatrifed  till 
after  three  Months  -,  and  then  the  Bladder  being 
entirely  freed  from  the  large  Heap  of  extraneous 
Matter,  he  began  to  make  Water  freely,  the 
Pains  abated,  and  the  fmall  Remains  of  his  Fever, 
which  was  become  almoft  habitual  by  the  length 
of  his  Sufferings,  was  cured  by  the  Ufe  of  the 
Bark  •,  but  he  was  not  reftored  to  perfect  Health 
till  the  Spring  following,  and  from  that  time  he  has 

not 
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not  been  troubled  with  the  leaft  confiderable  In- 
con  veniency. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.       CIX. 

Upon  a  Lithotomy,  performed  by  one  called  Frere 
Jaques  Beaulieu,  Operator  for  the  Stone. 

THE  iSthoi  July,  1696,  I  was  fent  for  to 
the  Abbey  St.  Germain  des  Prez,  with  feveral 
other  Phyficians  and  Surgeons,  to  examine  the 
Wound  of  a  Benedictine  Monk,  who  had  been  cut 
for  the  Stone  by  a  Lithotomical  Operator  named 
Frere  Jaques  Beaulieu.  We  found  the  Patient  ex- 
tremely extenuated  with  a  flow  Fever,  which  had 
not  left  him  fince  the  Operation.  The  Wound, 
happening  to  putrefy  as  I  was  informed,  was, 
nocwithflanding,  florid  enough  and  without  Cailofity 
or  Tumour  around  it,  but  as  open  as  it  was  the 
firft  Day,  altho'  he  had  been  cut  above  fifty 
Days  before,  and  we  perceived  Urine,  mucous 
Matter,  Pus  and  a  gravelly  Sediment  proceeding 
from  the  Wound. 

We  informed  thofe  who  afked  our  Opinion 
upon  his  Diftemper,  that  it  appeared  to  us  the 
Bladder  was  ulcerated,  and  that,  according  to  the 
Condition  in  which  we  found  him,  we  had  Rea- 
fons  to  apprehend  he  could  not  recover.  More* 
over,  we  advifed  emollient  Injections  to  be  ufed 
to  the  Bladder,  mockratelydeterfive,  and  prefcribed 
him  Affes  Milk  to  remedy  his  flow  Fever,  and 
recover   him,   if  poflible,  from  the  Atrophy,  into 

which 
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which  he  was  fallen.  Our  Prognoftick  was  not  ve- 
rified, however,  till  above  two  Months  after,  the 
Patient  dying  the  21ft  of  Sept.  following,  four 
Months  after  the  Operation,  and  yet  the  Incifion 
was  unhealed. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  Frere  Jaques 
Beaidieu  pa  (Ted  for  a  famous  Operator  in  the 
Stone,  in  the  Opinion  of  many,  notwithstanding 
the  Difcovery  of  his  bad  Practice,  and  that  for 
four  or  five  Reafons.  Firft,  He  operated  in  a 
different  Manner  from  other  Lithotomifts.  Se- 
condly, He  was  very  bold  both  in  operating  and 
boafting  of  his  Performances.  Thirdly,  Becaufe 
he  feemed  to  be  difinterefted.  Fourthly,  Becaufe 
he  affur'd  the  World,  that  all  his  Knowledge  in 
Surgery  came  by  Divine  Infpiration  ;  fo  that  his 
Knowledge  having  coft  him  nothing,  he  was  wil~ 
ling  to  inftruct  others  in  his  Art  without  any 
Gratuity. 

Knowing  the  Foundations  upon  which  the  Ca- 
pacity of  this  Monk  was  built,  nothing  is  more 
eafy  than  to  examine  whether  his  pretended  Merit 
was  founded  upon  folid  Principles. 

Fir  ft,  What  ought  we  to  infer,  with  Regard  to 
his  Capacity,  from  operating  in  a  different  Man- 
ner from  others  ?  Will  it  be,  that  he  is  more  able 
than  others  ?  Not  at  all,  unlefs  that  Manner  of 
operating  muft  be  efteemed  befl  in  Surgery,  by 
which  the  greateft  Number  of  Patients  perifh  ; 
for  this  is  what  happened  in  the  Hofpitals  where 
his  Method  was  tried.  Therefore,  the  firfl  Rea- 
ibn  given  for  the  pretended  Capacity  of  this  Ope- 
rator is  none  at  all. 

Ought  he  to  be  efteemed  a  good  Operator,  and 
better  than  others,  becaufe  of  his  Boldnefs  and 
Boafting  of  his  Exploits?  WTe  cannot  conclude 
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the  Affirmative  of  this  Propofition  ;  for  altho* 
Boldnefs  is  a  good  Quality  in  an  Operator,  yet 
this  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  an  inferior  Ta- 
lent, which  fuppofes  another  more  efTential ;  that 
is,  of  knowing  how  to  operate  by  a  better  Method  : 
And  then  Boldnefs  is  very  advantagious  in  the  Per- 
formance. But  it  is  very  pernicious  to  operate 
boldly  by  a  bad  Method  ;  for,  if  the  firft  is  fafe, 
the  latter  is  deftrudtive,  fuch  as  is  that  of  Frere 
Jaques^  fince  more  Patients  dye  by  his,  than  by 
the  common  Method,  as  the  Hofpitals  can  Wit- 
nefs. 

With  Regard  to  his  Talent  of  boafting  of  the 
Cures  he  has  performed  ;  this  Talent  always  paf- 
fcd  for  a  Mark  of  Ignorance  in  all  thofe  who  pof- 
feiTed  it.  But  let  us  fuppofe  it  was  commendable, 
to  boaft  of  one's  good  Adtions,  they  ought,  at  leaft, 
to  be  truly  fuch  as  they  are  divulged  to  be,  which 
was  not  found  in  Frere  Jaques  ;  fince  he  began,  as 
foon  as  he  came  to  Paris ,  to  publifh  falfe  Ac- 
counts of  his  Method,  boafting  to  cut  without 
Pain,  to  cure  thofe  he  had  operated  upon  in  lefs 
Time  than  others,  without  Fear  of  a  Fiftula,  or 
any  other  Accident.  All  this  was  found  falfe  in 
his  Manner  of  operating,  fince  it  is  much  more  often 
attended  with  a  Fiftula,  and  an  Hemorrhage,  than 
the  common  Method  ;  that  his  Operation  is  very 
painful,  and  thofe  he  has  cut,  who  efcape,  are  ge- 
nerally longer  curing  than  by  the  Method  prac- 
tifed  in  the  Hofpitals.  Therefore  Frere  Jaques 
Boaftings  are  mere  Delufions ;  fwhich,  inftead  of 
making  him  pafs  for  an  excellent  Operator,  ought 
to  afford  him  a  contrary  Character,  if  Juftice  is 
done  him  by  comparing  his  Method  with  the 
other. 

Can 
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Can  Frere  Jaques  be  efteemed  a  more  able 
Oerator  than  others,  becaufe  he  makes  a  fhew  of 
Difintereftednefs?  We  make  no  doubt  of  the  Efteern 
he  defer ves  in  this  Point ;  but  he  is  not  more  valu- 
able herein  than  other  Lithotomifts,  who  are  as 
much  difinterefted  as  himfelf  to  ferve  the  Poor, 
fince  all  thofe  who  operate  in  the  Hofpitals  do  ic 
without  any  Gratuity  ;  and  there  are  even  very  few 
who  refufe  their  Affiftance  to  all  thofe  who  can 
find  their  own  NecefTaries,  let  them  be  where 
they  will.  I  muft  own,  that  if  Frere  Jaques  pre- 
tends to  extend  his  Charity  to  the  Rich,  he  pufhes 
it  farther  than  others,  and  even  beyond  what  he 
ought  to  do  ;  and  mould  be  afraid,  that,  by  an 
Excefs  of  this  Virtue,  he  mould  be  ranked  among 
thofe  who  are  blamed  in  the  Gofpel  for  having  a 
Zeal  not  according  to  the  Spirit  of  God. 

That  Frere  Jaques  fhould  be  looked  upon  as 
fomething  Wonderful,  becaufe  he  wears  a  Monk's 
Habit,  and  appears  devout,  there  is  fomewhat  to 
be  faid  for  and  againft  it.  A  Monk's  Habit  has 
nothing  wonderful  in  itfelf,  fo  many  wear  it,  that 
we  ought  to  be  accuftomed  to  the  Sight  of  it ; 
therefore,  I  think,  Frere  Jaques  ought  not  to  ap- 
pear fo  wonderful,  becaufe  he  wears  the  Habit  of 
a  Monk.  But  the  Wonder,  with  RefpecT:  to  Frere 
Jaques  and  his  Habit,  might  confift,  in  that  Frere 
Jaques,  cloathed  in  this  Manner,  is  really  and  actu- 
ally a  Monk,  or  a  Monk  in  Burlefque.  If  he  is 
actually  fuch,  it  is  a  Sort  of  Wonder  that  his  Su> 
periors  mould  give  him  fo  extravagant  a  Million 
as  that,  to  pafs  all  over  Europe,  from  Town  to 
Town,  to  perform  Operations  upon  both  Sexes, 
whence  the  genital  Parts  of  both  muft  be  continu- 
ally expofed  to  his  View,  the  frequent-  Afpects 
whereof  might    expofe  his  Vows  of  Chaftity  to  as 
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fevere  a  Proof  as  he  could  withftand.  If  he  is 
not  a  Monk,  and  only  wears  the  Habit,  it  is  flill 
a  Wonder  that  the  Ecclefiaflicks  in  Power  tolerate 
fuch  a  Difguife,  which  muft  confequently  fcandalife 
a  vaft  Number  of  People  ;  but  what  is  moil  won- 
derful in  the  whole  Affair  is,  that  Frere  Jaques 
fhould  be  efleemed  a  more  excellent  Lithotomift: 
than  others,  becaufe  he  operates  in  a  Monk's 
Habit,  as  if  that  Habit  was  capable  of  giving 
the  Perfon  who  wears  it  more  certain  Knowledge 
in  Phyfick  and  Surgery,  than  the  mod  famous 
Univerfities,  reading  the  beft  Authors,  the  Inftruc- 
tion  of  the  beft  Mafters,  and  a  long  Practice. 

I  make  no  doubt  Frere  Jaques  Devotion  might 
draw  Multitudes  to  place  a  Confidence  in  him  ; 
they  lead  all  Sorts  of  people  where  they  pleafe  by 
this  Means.  But  I  doubt  whether  real  Devotion  can 
be  found  in  it,  with  fo  vifible  a  Prevarication,  to 
which  the  Practice  of  Surgery  expofes  Frere  Jaques 
with  Regard  to  his  Monkhood,  whether  it  amounts 
to  his  being  really  one,  or,  by  his  Difguife,  he  is 
not. 

That  Frere  Jaques  deferves  the  Character  of  an 
excellent  Lithotomift,  and  is  far  fuperior  to  others, 
it  remains  only  to  examine,  whether  he  has  obtained 
his  Knowledge  in  Surgery  from  a  fupernatural 
Caufe,  fuch  as  Divine  Infpiration,  as  he  has  pub- 
limed  to  the  World. 

There  being  no  better  Way  to  judge  of  a  Caule 
but  by  the  Effect  it  produces  •,  therefore,  if  Frere 
Jaques  is  conducted  and  infpired  by  God  himfelf, 
even  in  every  thing  he  undertakes,  he  ought  ne- 
ver ro  fail  of  Succefs  •,  and  in  this  Cafe  it  is,  be- 
yond Difpute,  that  he  is  not  the  beft  Lithoto- 
mift in  the  World,  and  that  there  is  none  com- 
parable to  him,    not   one   of  them  making  the 
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leall  Difficulty  to  acknowledge,  that  what  they 
know  is  owing  to  the  Inftructions  they  have  re- 
ceived from  their  Matters,  or  their  own  Induftry. 
But,  fince  we  are  perfuaded  from  fo  many  repeated 
Experiments,  as  well  at  Hotel  Bleu,  as  at  la  Cba- 
rite,  that  Frere  Jaques  operates  with  much  lefs 
Succefs  than  other  Lithotomifts,  we  have  no  Rea- 
fon  to  think  him  divinely  infpired,  unlefs  you 
would  adopt  the  Manichean  Herefy,  and  fay,  that 
he  was  infpired  by  a  bad  Angel. 

Upon  a  ftricl:  Examination  of  the  Reafonsupon 
which  Mankind  have  founded  their  good  Opinion 
of  Frere  Jaques,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  the 
greater!:  Lithotomift  that  ever  appeared,  I  leave 
thofe  to  judge,  who  will  give  themfelves  the  Trou- 
ble, whether  this  Prepoffeffion  is  well  grounded, 
and  whether  thefe  Reafons  are  not  rather  Marks  of 
his  Ignorance  and  Difability  than  of  his  Excel- 
lency. 

In  fhort,  with  Refpect  to  Frere  Jaques  Offer 
wherefoever  he  goes,  and  even  in  the  Gazettes  of 
every  Country,  that  he  will  inftrucl  young  Sur- 
geons, Gratis,  in  his  Method  of  operating  for  the 
Stone,  it  is  the  Duty  of  the  Magiflrates  to  pre- 
vent the  Execution  of  fuch  an  Offer,  becaufe 
Frere  Jaques  Method  being  pernicious,  it  is  for 
the  publick  Interefl  that  it  mould  be  rather  abo- 
lifhed  than  perpetuated;  altho'  it  is  reported,  that 
he  has  altered  his  firft  Method,  followed  the  Ad- 
vice of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons,  and  ufes  the  fame 
Inftruments  as  other  Lithotomifts  :  For  every  under- 
Handing  Perfon  would  know  that  he  is  become  an 
able  Operator.  Firft,  if  he  retains  nothing  in  his 
Method  different  from  the  common,  which  is  cer- 
tainly preferable.  Secondly,  could  he  moderate 
his  Boldnefs  in  performing  the  Operation,  becaufe 
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it  infpires  him  with  a  Rafhnefs  to  pufh  his  Inftm- 
ments  with  Indifcretion  into  thofe  Parts  with  which 
he  is  unacquainted,  where  they  occafion  irrepara- 
ble Di (orders.  Thirdly,  he  muft  defift  from  that 
Prepoflfefiion  of  being  the  beft  Lithotomift  in  the 
Kingdom,  which  is  utterly  falfe,  as  well  from  his 
operating  in  a  bad  Method,  as  from  his  Ignorance 
of  thofe  Parts  he  ought  to  cut  or  avoid,  and  has 
no  Principles  of  Surgery  capable  to  Remedy  thofe 
Accidents  that  may  happen  to  his  Patient ;  be- 
fides  reckoning  that  his  Preemption  is  an  abfo- 
lute  Obftacle  to  his  Improvement  in  that  Part  of 
Surgery  he  profeffes.  Fourthly ,  it  would  be  proper 
that  he  mould  operate  in  the  Hofpitals,  according  to 
the  common  Method,  five  or  fix  Years,  under  the 
moil  able  Operators,  and  that  thefe  Operators 
fhould  conduct  him  in  his  Operations,  point  out 
his  Faults,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  Confequen- 
ces.  It  is,  by  this  Method,  that  the  moft  fa- 
mous Lithotomifts  in  France  are  become  compleat 
Operators,  whilft  Frere  Jaques,  idolizing  his  bad 
Method,  intrepid  in  his  Ignorance,  obftinate  in 
his  Performances,  and  prefumptuous  to  Excefs, 
will  never  be  any  thing  more  than  an  Empirick 
or  Quack. 


Obsj&r. 
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Observ.     CX. 

Upon  the  Difficulty  attending  the  Introduction  of  the 
Algaly  into  the  Bladder ',    when  it  is  inflamed. 

A  Gentleman  of  a  melancholy  Difpofition,  very 
Sedentary,  and  fond  of  Books,  had  made 
bloody  Urine  often,  and  furTered  excefflve  Pains 
in  all  the  urinary  Paflages  for  a  conliderable  time, 
from  the  Kidneys  to  the  Urethra  -,  but  he  was 
feized  on  a  fudden,  the  15th  of  Feb.  1700,  with  fo 
violent  an  Inflammation  in  the  Neck  of  the  Blad^ 
der,  that  a  Suppreflion  of  Urine  fupervening,  he 
was  obliged  to  be  probed. 

A  very  able  Surgeon,  who  was  called  to  his 
Relief,  having  fuccefsfully  probed  him  twice, 
could  not  introduce  the  Algaly  a  third  time  when 
there  was  Occafion  for  it,  for  which  Reafon  I  was 
called  in  to  fee  if  my  Attempts  could  fr.ee  eed  bet- 
ter. For  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  tho'  the  In- 
troduction of  the  Algaly  into  the  Bladder  requires 
a  certain  Dexterity,  like  other  Operations,  it  is 
however  one  of  thofe  wherein  Chance  may  con- 
tribute, the  Succefs  often  depending  upon  a  flight 
Turn  of  the  Hand,  for  which  there  are  no  certain 
Rules;  whence  it  is  faid  in  Bleeding  as  well  as  of 
Catheretifms,  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking, 
that  the  Dexterity  of  Surgeons  is  from  daily 
Practice,  and  thofe  who  are  moft  ufed  to  them 
are  convinced  of  this. 

R  Be 
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Be  that  as  it  will,  I  endeavoured  to  probe  him, 
and  fo  happily  pufhed  my  Algaly  thro*  the  Ob- 
flacles  in  the  Urethra,  that  it  patted  into  the  Blad- 
der, from  whence  I  drew  two  Quarts  of  Urine, 
to  the  Patient's  Relief,  and  Satisfaction  of  the  Af- 
fiftants. 

But  I  remarked  in  thrufting  my  Probe,  that  the 
principal  Obftade  being  near  the  Neck  of  the  Blad- 
der, where  the  Inflammation  made  a  Kind  of  Seam, 
it  gave  fuch  a  Check  to  the  End  of  the  Inftrument, 
that  all  the  Force  againft  it  with  the  End  of  the 
Probe,  ferved  only  to  occafion  a  Flux  of  Blood  by 
the  Urethra ,  fuch  as  others  had  already  occafioned 
by  endeavouring  to  force  that  Obftacle. 

Purfuing  my  Idea,  far  from4preffmg  violently 
upon  this  Part,  every  time  I  probed  the  Patient, 
when  the  End  of  my  Probe  came  near  the  Part,  I 
drew  the  Inftrument  to  me,  then  introducing  the 
Index  of  my  left  Hand  into  the  Anus,  I  raifed 
the  Extremity  of  it,  and  made  it  pafs  under  the 
Seam,  lowering  with  my  right  Hand  the  Rings 
of  the  Algaly,  and  by  means  of  thefe  contrary 
Motions,  the  End  of  my  Inftrument  patted  into  the 
Bladder  without  much  Difficulty,  and  difcharged 
the  Urine  without  the  Lofs  of  a  Drop  of  Blood, 
when  the  Excoriations  were  healed. 

During  the  Courfe  of  this  Diftemper  which 
lafted  above  ten  Months,  and  obliged  me  to  probe 
him  twice  per  Day,  the  Urine  underwent  different 
Alterations:  In  the  Beginning  it  was  muddy,  and 
much  inflamed,  in  the  midft  of  his  Illnefs  very 
clear  and  of  a  good  Colour,  and  towards  the  End 
purulent,  (limy,  ill  fcented,  and  loaded  with  fmall 
Particles  of  putrefied  Membranes,  which  render'd 
it  fo  thick,  that  the  Canal  of  my  Algaly  being 
obftru&ed    by  them,    I  was  obliged  to  withdraw 

my 
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my  Inftrument  feveral  times  out  of  the  Bladder,  to 
unftop  the  Orifices  on  each  fide  the  Extremity, 
called  the  Eyes  of  the  Probe. 

The  bed  Expedient  I  have  found  in  the  Practice 
of  Catheretifm,  to  prevent  the  Holes  of  the  Catheter 
from  being  (topped,  when  there  is  coagulated 
Blood  in  the  Bladder,  or  the  Urine  very  thick, 
is  to  fill  the  Holes  with  Butter,  before  it  is  intro- 
duced into  the  Bladder,  that  the  Slime  or  Clods  of 
Blood  in  the  Urethra  may  not  be  immediately  en- 
gaged in  the  Eyes  of  the  Probe,  by  patting  into 
the  Canal  •,  and  when  the  Butter  comes  to  melt, 
foon  after  its  Introduction  into  the  Bladder,  by  the 
Heat  of  the  Part,  the  Urine  flows  eafily  out  thro' 
the  Openings. 

This  Expedient  has  fucceeded  in  many  Occa- 
fions ;  but  I  remember  it  was  once  particularly 
ufeful :  Being  called  to  Mr.  Dubamel  of  the  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences,  whofe  Urine  another  Surgeon 
had  endeavoured  to  difcharge  by  the  Probe  without 
Succefs  ;  but  being  certain  that  I  had  introduced 
my  Probe  into  the  Bladder,  and  perceiving  no 
Urine  to  appear,  I  withdrew  it,  judging  that  the 
Eyes  of  it  were  flopped,  which  had  actually  hap- 
pened by  fome  coagulated  Blood,  with  which  the 
former  Surgeon  had  filled  the  Urethra.  I  unftoph 
ped  the  Eyes  of  my  Inftrument  and  filled  them  with 
a  little  Butter,  then  re-introducing  if,  the  Urine 
was  not  inftantly  difcharged,  but  in  a  fhort  Time 
flowed  out  in  Abundance,  when  the  Butter  was 
diflblved  by  the  Heart  of  the  Parts. 

REMARKS. 

I  believe  it  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  young  Surgeons, 
if  we  obferve  in  this  Place,  that  in  Supprdiions  of 
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Urine  of  a  long  Continuance,  when  the  Patient  has 
been  probed  feveral  Days  together,  a  fmall  Quan- 
tity of  Urine  begins  to  pafs  thro*  the  Urethra, 
without  the  Affiftance  of  the  Probe,  tho9  a  little  at  a 
Time,  and  that  very  painful  to  the  Patient.  At 
this  Time,  inftead  of  following  the  general  Maxim 
of  Surgeons,  which  is  not  to  Probe  the  Patient  any 
more,  but  to  fuffer  him  to  difcharge  his  Urine  a 
little  at  a  Time,  and  endeavouring  to  cool  the 
Habit  of  Body  by  a  (lender  and  moiftening  Diet, 
by  Clyfters,  Bleedings,  Emulfions,  oily  Potions 
and  other  Remedies  fuitable  to  the  Occafion,  whilft 
the  Inflammation  ftrongly  fubfifts :  Then,  I  fay, 
when  the  mod  violent  Symptoms  are  abated,  in- 
ftead  of  infifting  upon  the  Continuation  of  thefe 
Medicines,  v/ith  a  View  to  exempt  the  Patient 
from  being  probed  ;  I  efteem  it  much  better, 
and  am  perfuaded  of  it  from  feveral  Experi- 
ments, that  it  is  better  to  continue  the  Ufeofthe 
Algaly  longer,  till  the  Mufcle  of  the  Bladder  is 
reitored  to  its  natural  Spring,  and  recovered  a 
little  after  fo  fevere  a  Regimen  j  this  for  feveral 
Reafons. 

Firft,  The  Patient  recovering  a  little  Strength  by 
the  moderate  Ufe  of  Wine,  and  nouriming  Food, 
the  Mufcles  of  the  Bladder,  and  all  the  Organs, 
ferving  for  the  Expulfion  of  the  Urine,  fooner  re- 
fume  their  natural  Vigour, 

Secondly,  You  fave  the  Patient  abundance  of 
Pain  and  Uneafinefs,  that  he  is  obliged  to  fuffer 
by  voiding  his  Urine  at  different  Times. 

'thirdly,  The  Courfe  of  the  Diftemper  is  fhorten- 
ed  by  this  Means,  and  the  Patient  fooner  re- 
eftablifhed  ;  whilft  inftead  of  this,  by  profecuting 
a  {trie!  Regimen  for  a  considerable  Time,  and  cool- 
ing 
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ing   Medicines,    he    remains  Jong   after  in  a  lan- 
guid.! in  g  Condition. 

In  fhort,  it  is  with  a  View  of  relieving  thofe 
Patients  who  are  Subject  to  Suppreflions  of  Urine, 
that  I  give  this  Advice  to  young  Surgeons  who 
practice  Catheretifm ;  which  is,  to  teach  thofe 
who  are  troubled  with  this  Misfortune,  and  are  ca- 
pable of  probing  themfelves,  as  foon  as  they  find 
a  {lender  Diforder,  rather  than  fuffer  tedious  Irri- 
tations, which  the  Sharpnefs  and  Heat  of  Urine 
occafions  to  the  Fibres  of  the  Bladder,  that  feldom 
fails  of  creating  a  convulfive  Fever,  and  a  Weak- 
ness of  that  Organ,  when  they  have  frequent  Re- 
turns :  Whilft,  when  the  Urine  is  not  fuftered  to 
lodge  in  the  Bladder,  that  Excrement  is  eafily  foft- 
ened  by  the  Ufe  of  cooling  Medicines,  and  thofe 
Salts  which  have  not  Time  to  exalt  themfelves 
much,  are  not  fo  capable  of  injuring  the  Organ 
by  the  Sharpnefs  of  their  Points. 

Amidft  the  vaft  Number  of  Examples  from  the 
Succefs  of  this  Advice,  which  I  have  given  to 
many  of  thefe  Sort  of  Patients,  I  mail  only  give 
you  the  Hiftory  of  one. 

This  Patient  being  fubject  to  a  Difficulty  and 
Suppreffion  of  Urine,  he  had  made  ufe  of  all  Me- 
dicines that  could  be  imagined  for  his  Relief,  by 
the  Advice  of  feveral  Phyficians.  I  was  defired 
to  fee  him  in  one  of  thefe  Suppreflions,  in  the 
Month  of  December^  1698,  for  which  Mr.  Collot9 
an  eminent  Lithotomift,  probed  him  every  Day. 
After  this  Suppreffion  was  abated  by  Bathing,  by 
a  proper  Regimen  and  common  Medicines,  I  ad- 
vifed  him  to  learn  to  probe  himfelf  •,  infomuch, 
that  from  that  Time,  as  foon  as  he  perceives  the 
lead  Difficulty  in  making  Water,  having  always 
an  Algaly  by  him,    he  probes  himfelf  with   the 
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greateft  Facility.  Since  he  has  profecuted  this 
Method ,  he  follows  his  Employment  better 
than  he  did  before,  and  feels  no  more  of  thofe 
SupprefTions,  with  which  he  was  formerly  af- 
flicted. 

We  may  farther  propofe  to  thofe  who  have  not 
Courage  enough  to  probe  themfelves,  another  Me- 
thod more  eafy  than  the  former,  to  affift  them  in 
the  Difficulty  of  making  Urine  ;  which  is,  to  in- 
troduce a  flexible  Bougie ,  of  a  proper  Thicknefs, 
thro'  the  Urethra  into  the  Bladder,  as  foon  as  the 
haft  Difficulty  of  making  Water  happens,  that 
the  Urine  may  have  a  free  Paflage  before  the  In- 
flammation is  entirely  formed. 

I  know  a  certain  Perfon  very  fubjefl  to  this  Sup- 
preffion  of  Urine,  occafioned  by  a  Flatus  in  the 
Urethra  after  feveral  Gonorrhcsas,  who  has  made 
ufe  of  this  Method  fix  or  feven  Years  paft,  when 
he  finds  the  leaft  Difficulty  in  making  Water ;  and 
from  that  Time,  tho'  he  obferves  no  Regimen, 
frequently  makes  Debauches  of  all  Kinds,  and 
Rides  •,  he  has  been  very  little  troubled  with  thofe 
SupprefTions,  which  perpetually  tormented  him  be- 
fore he  put  this  in  Practice. 


Obsert. 
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Observ.     CXI. 

Upon  a  particular  Dropfy^  communicated  by  Mt. 
Poncy,  Junior,  fworn  Surgeon  at  Paris,  where 
I  was  once  prefent  at  the  Operation. 

ABOUT  15  Months  ago,  a  certain  Girl 
was  attacked  with  a  Dropfy  of  an  extraor- 
dinary Nature,  as  ycu  will  fee  in  the  Sequel, 
without  any  fenfible  Increafe  ;  when,  at  the  End 
of  two  Months,  the  Tumour  of  her  Belly  aug- 
mented fo  prodigioufly,  that  Mr.  Vernage,  Dodor 
in  Phyfick,  and  Mr.  Beffiere^  the  Surgeon,  being 
confuked  at  the  fame  Time  with  my  felf,  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Patient,  we  unanimoufly  agreed, 
that  the  Paracent hefis  was  the  moil  fpeedy  and 
efficacious,  in  the  Danger  (he  was  in  of  being 
fuffocated;  her  Strength,  at  the  fame  Time,  being 
fufficient  to  undergo  the  Operation. 

Things  being  thus  refolved  upon,  I  made  a 
Puncture  on  the  left  Side  the  fecond  of  July, 
1699,  and  drew  out  13  Quarts  of  a  white  thick- 
ifh  Liquor  refembling  Milk,  not  offenfive  to  the 
Nofe,  but  fmelling  like  Milk  between  fweec 
and  four,  and  a  little  infipid,  and  faltifh  to  the' 
Taite. 

The  fix  firft  Quarts  were  very  white  and  in  every 
Refpecl  the  fame,  paffing  eafily  thro'  the  Canula, 
the  Liquor  appearing  very  frothy  in  the  VeiTel 
which  received  it.  The  feven  other  Quarts  were 
evacuated  with  more  Difficulty,  and  to  facilitate 
R  4  the 
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the  Difcharge  of  it  I  was  obliged  to  thruft  my  Probe 
into  the  Abdomen^  beyond  the  End  of  the  Canula> 
to  remove  a  Sort  of  Cream,  that  floated  upon  the 
Liquor,  and  Hopped  the  Canal  of  the  Initrument 
in  Part,  not  fuffering  the  Liquor  to  pafs  freely. 
Every  Time  I  withdrew  the  Probe  from  the  Abdo- 
men,  I  found  it  loaded  with  a  thick  white  Matter, 
refembling  the  Cream  upon  Milk.  The  two  laft 
Quarts  were  mixed  with  Particles  of  this  Cream, 
which  was  difcharged  with  the  Liquor,  and  eafily 
diftinguifhed  as  it  came  out. 

The  Cream  upon  the  Liquor,  which  was  kept  in 
a  VefTel  containing  13  Quarts,  was  a  Finger's 
Breadth  thick  in  the  Evening,  and  a  little  of  it 
being  kept  in  a  Phial  five  Days  remained  unal- 
tered :  After  that,  a  very  thick,  greafy  Subftance 
appeared  upon  it  like  Butter,  but  fomething  whiter. 

This  Remark  having  been  made  upon  all  the 
Liquor  evacuated  at  different  Times,  gave  us  Room 
to  believe,  it  was  nothing  elfe  but  Chyle  difTolved 
in  a  large  Quantity  of  Lympha,  that  was  extra- 
vafated  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Abdomen,  by  the  Rup- 
ture of  fome  Lacteal  VeiTels  of  the  Mefentery. 

"Tuejday  the  14th  of  July  following,  the  Tumour 
of  the  Belly  coming  to  the  fame  Magnitude,  I 
made  a  fecond  Puncture  on  the  right  Side,  by 
which  I  difcharged  13  Quarts  more  of  this  white 
Liquor,  but  lefs  loaded  with  Cream  than  the  for- 
mer. 

Monday  the  27th  of  the  fame  Month,  I  made  a 
third  Puncture  on  the  left  Side,  and  drew  away  15 
Quarts  of  the  fame  Liquor,  but  lefs  loaded  with 
Cream  than  the  two  firft  Times. 

Saturday  the  eighth  of  Auguft  following,  by  a 
frefii  Puncture,  I  difcharged  1 3  Quarts  of  a  Li- 
quor like  that  evacuated  the  third  Time. 

Tburf- 
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"Thurfday  the  20th  of  the  fame  Month,  a  fifth 
Puncture  afforded  14  Quarts  of  the  fame  •,  and  on 
Saturday  the  29th,  the  fixth  Puncture  twelve 
Quarts  of  the  fame  Confidence  were  evacuated, 
but  had  a  little  of  the  Colour  and  Smell  of  Saf- 
fron, which  the  Patient  had  taken  a  few  Days  be- 
fore ;  thefe  three  Punctures  were  alternately  made 
on  the  right  and  left  Side,  and  like  wife  the  fol- 
lowing. 

Monday  the  7th  of  September,  the  Patient  was  fo 
opprefifed,  that  I  was  obliged  to  perform  the  Ope- 
ration at  ten  o' Clock  at  Night,  taking  away  thir- 
teen Quarts  of  the  fame  Liquor,  upon  which  it  is 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  large  Evacuations  by 
thefe  feven  Punctures,  had  not  in  the  lead  weakened 
the  Patient,  fince  the  Day  following,  the  8th  of 
September,  fhe  went  to  Prayers  on  Foot  to  the  Ca- 
pu  chines. 

Wednefday,  September  the  16th,  I  drew  away  12 
Quarts  of  Liquor  by  an  eighth  Puncture,  and  1 3 
the  28th  of  the  fame  Month. 

The  7th  of  Otlober  following,  I  difcharged  14 
Quarts.  The  1 5th  of  the  fame  Month  1 5  Quarts, 
the  23d  16,  and  15  more  the  31ft.  The  Liquor 
evacuated  by  thefe  four  Punctures,  did  not  feem 
different  from  the  reft,  only  that  of  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober had  a  little  Scent  of  Cellery,  and  that  of  the 
23d  was  lefs  fait  than  the  preceding. 

During  the  Courfe  of  November  following,  I 
made  three  Punctures  more,  viz,  one  on  the  9th, 
by  which  I  evacuated  1 5  Quarts  of  Liquor,  1 6  the 
17th,  and  16  the  27th. 

The  7th  of  December  following,  I  drew  oft  17 
Quarts  of  the  fame  Liquor,  lefs  fait  than  that  in 
the  preceding  Month.  But,  it  mud  be  here  o!> 
ferved,    that  the  Patient  had  a  good  Appetite  till 

the 


ajo         OB  SERVJTIONS 

the  1 6th  Puncture,  had  regular  Dejections,  and 
difcharged  Plenty  of  Urine,  and  tho'  (lie  had  a 
flow  Fever  continually,  yet  fhe  feemed  to  be  ac- 
cuftomed  to  it. 

Monday  the  21ft  of  December,  I  evacuated  14 
Quarts  more  of  the  fame  Liquor  by  a  17th  Punc- 
ture. Some  Days  after,  the  Patient  being  purged 
with  Jalap  and  Gutta  Gamba,  had  very  plentiful 
Dejections  of  a  Matter  refembling  boiled  Cream, 
and  tho'  the  Operation  was  eafy,  the  Fever  increa- 
sed, and  her  Appetite  began  to  diminifh,  attended 
with  a  Diarrhea,  which  prevented  the  Tumefac- 
tion of  the  Belly  fo  foon  as  ufual. 

The  9th  of  January,  1700,  I  difcharged  17 
Quarts  more  by  a  frefh  Puncture,  lefs  white  and 
thick,  but  fweeter  than  what  was  evacuated  the  two 
laft  Times.  The  21ft  following,  I  drew  away  13 
Quarts,  which  was  Hill  fweeter  and  more  limpid 
than  the  former. 

After  this  19th  Paracenthefis,  the  Patient,  who 
was  already  very  much  extenuated  fince  the  Ag- 
gravation of  the  Fever,  was  more  fo  by  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Diarrhcea  and  the  fame  Symptom. 

The  15th  of  February  following,  the  Tume- 
faction of  the  Belly,  and  Difficulty  in  Breathing 
were  fo  exceflive,  that  feveral  Surgeons  who  were 
prefent,  thinking  her  ready  to  expire,  thought 
fhe  had  not  Strength  Sufficient  to  undergo  another 
Puncture,  and  would  abfolutely  have  oppofed  it, 
had  not  I  aflured  them  that  I  had  performed  it 
before,  when  fhe  was  in  the  fame  Condition,  and 
that  me  was  inflantly  relieved.  Upon  which,  not 
hefitating  to  reiterate  fo  necefTary  a  Relief,  I  had 
no  fooner  drawn  1 2  Quarts  of  Liquor  from  her, 
by  a  frefh  Puncture,  but  frie  breathed  freely,  tho* 
the  Fever  and  Diarrhcea  continued. 

The 
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The  26th  of  the  fame  Month,  I  made  the  2  2d 
and  laft  Puncture,  difcharging  eight  Quarts  of  a 
white  greenifh  Liquor,  moderately  thick  and  ill 
fcented.  It  will  not  be  ufelefs  to  obferve,  that  if 
the  firft  ftrong  Purge  produced  bad  Symptoms,  as 
I  mentioned  before,  half  a  Drachm  of  Mechoacana 
fhe  had  taken  the  Day  before  the  laft  Puncture, 
and  had  worked  confiderably,  caufed  fuch  an  Alte- 
ration in  the  Matter  that  was  of  an  ill  Prefage, 
fmce  fhe  died  the  4th  of  March  following,  being 
19  Years  of  Age. 

R  E  MA  R  K  S. 

A  Dropfy  of  fo  particular  a  Kind  as  this,  as 
well  from  the  Nature  of  the  Liquor  evacuated, 
which  was  Chilous,  as  from  the  Quantity,  amount- 
ing to  289  French  Pints,  not  failing  to  make  a 
great  Noife  at  Paris,  having  no  fuch  Inftance  in 
Medicine  before  ;  at  mod  of  the  Punctures  I  made, 
feveral  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  were  prefent,  who 
were  willing  to  have  Ocular  Demonfiration  of  the 
Fact,  as  well  as  feveral  Perfons  of  Diftinction, 
who  came  out  of  Curiofity  from  all  Parts.  As  to 
myfelf,  being  willing  to  be  fatisfled  from  whence  all 
this  Lacteous  Liquid  proceeded,  and  the  ill  Scent 
of  that  evacuated  by  the  laft  Puncture,  I  thought 
it  improper  to  defer  opening  the  Body  till  the  next 
Day  *,  fo  that  I  performed  it  foon  after  the  Patient's 
Deceafe,  in  Prefence  of  MefTrs.  du  Ferriage,  Leaulte 
and  du  Chene, 

Being  afTembled  together,  we  firft  obferved  the 
Leanefs  of  the  whole  Body,  and  in  opening  the 
Teguments  of  the  Abdomen,  I  remarked,  that  the 
common  and  proper  taken  together  were  not  above 
the  third  Part  of  an  Inch  thick  to  the  Reritonczum. 

This 
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This  laft  Tegument  being  opened,  we  perceived 
that  the  Parts  firfl  prefenting  themfelves  were  of  a 
Natural  Colour,    tho'  they  had  a  very  bad  Odour. 

The  Epiploon  was  fo  much  difTolved,  that  there 
were  only  the  Veftigia  of  it  remaining,  at  the  Place 
of  its  Adhefion  to  the  Stomach  and  Pancreas.  We 
found  upon  the  Surface  of  the  Inteftines  and  in 
their  Anfractuofities,  a  Quantity  of  white  creamy 
Filaments,  fufficiently  compact  to  bear  pulling, 
and  tenacious  enough  to  have  a  (lender  Adhefion  to 
the  Parts.  Thefe  Lacteous  Concretions  were  moll 
abundant  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Abdomen,  towards 
the  Center  of  the  Mefentery,  in  the  Hypogaftrium9 
and  towards  the  Groins,  more  than  in  other  Pla- 
ces. 

We  abforbed,  with  Spunges,  about  two  Pints  of 
Liquor,  more  white  and  milky  than  what  I  had 
drawn  out  by  the  three  laft  Punctures,  which  filled 
the  whole  Hypogaftrium  and  the  neighbouring  Parts. 
The  Stomach  and  Inteftinal  Canal  were  fo  tume- 
fied with  Wind,  and  the  praeternatural  Bignefs  of 
the  Mefentery  raifed  them  fo  much  above  the  other 
Vifcera  contained  in  the  Cavity,  that  none  were 
perceptible,  even  the  Liver  which  was  deeply  lodged 
under  the  Diaphragma  and  fo  much  flatten' d  and 
extended  in  Bulk,  that  a  Portion  of  its  fmall  Lobe 
was  firmly  adherent  to  the  Spleen,  Stomach,  and 
Pancreas,  and,  by  its  Gibbous  Part,  to  the  Dia- 
phragma, that  it  could  not  be  feparated  without 
tearing,  and  was  of  a  blackifh  Colour.  The  Gall 
Bladder  was  quite  withered,  and  abfolutely  empty 
of  that  Liquor  it  generally  contains. 

Obflructed  Glands  were  eafily  perceived  in  the 
Texture  of  the  Membrane  covering  the  Liver,    the 
largefl   whereof  were    of   the    Bignefs    of    Peafe. 
Thole  Glands  unnaturally  perceptible  in  the  Peri- 
toneum 
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toiwum,  altho'  a  Part  of  it  were  more  diftinguifh- 
able  than  any  other  Part  covered  by  its  Membrane, 
and  even  fome  of  them  were  larger  than  my  Thumb, 
in  different  Parts  of  the  Inteftinal  Canal,  as  well  as 
upon  the  Spleen,  which  in  other  Refpects  was  found, 
and  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Hypgaftrium,  towards  the 
Bladder,  where  they  refembled  the  Miliary  Glands 
icattered  innumerably  upon  a  Piece  of  Linnen. 

The  Progrefs  of  the  Iliack  VefTels  to  the  right 
and  left  were  covered  with  Glandular  Heaps,  as 
large  as  Pullets  Eggs,  befides  others  as  big  as  Pi- 
geons Eggs.  Upon  opening  thefe  Glands,  a  very 
white  and  thick  Matter  was  difcharged  refembling 
boiled  Cream,  which,  mixed  with  Water,  formed  a 
Liquor  as  white  and  thick  as  that  I  had  difcharged 
by  the  firft  Punctures. 

When  we  had  examined  thefe  Parts,  we  were 
willing  to  be  iatisfied  from  whence  all  this  Liquor 
proceeded,  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  Pa- 
tient. And  fince  the  extraordinary  Magnitude  of 
the  Mefentery  gave  us  Reafon  to  imagine  the  Foun- 
tain of  it  to  be  in  that  Part,  we  were  willing  to  be 
convinced,  whether  the  Inteftines  had  no  Share  in 
it.  To  this  End  we  made  the  proper  Ligatures, 
and  injected  warm  Water  into  the  Inteftinal  Canal, 
to  fee  whether  any  Part  of  it  would  come  out, 
which  did  not  happen. 

From  thence  we  proceeded  to  the  Examination 
of  the  Inteftinal  Canal,  and  began  at  the  Pylorus 
which  we  found  fixed  to  the  Liver,  Spleen,  Pan- 
creas, Mefentery  and  Epiploon,  and  even  to  fome 
Circumvolutions  of  the  large  and  fmall  Inteftines. 
We  traced  it  for  ten  or  fifteen  Inches,  without 
finding  any  Thing  extraordinary  ;  but  obferved,  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  Jejunum*  a  Sort  of  Membra- 
nous Bag,  covered  with  thofe  creamy  Filaments  be- 
fore- 
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forementioned,  which  we  found,  after  inadvertently 
opening  it,  full  of  a  white  milky  Liquor,  of  which 
we  collected  two  Spoonfuls. 

This  Liquor  being  well  abforbed  by  Sponges, 
we  perceived  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Bag,  in  that 
Place  where  the  Jejunum  is  fattened  to  the  Mefen- 
tery, a  round  fiftulous  Hole,  into  which  we  ea- 
fily  introduced  a  Probe,  that  penetrated,  without 
the  leaft  Force,  a  full  Inch  into  the  Glandulous  Part 
of  it,  which  was  very  hard  and  much  tumefied  ; 
but  without  any  Injury  to  the  Inteftine.  It  was  with 
Difficulty,  that  this  extraordinary  Tumour  of  the 
Mefentery  could  be  embraced  with  one  Hand,  and 
protuberated  rather  on  the  right  Side  than  the  left. 

Then  I  introduced  a  Probe  into  the  Fiftula,  with 
which  I  dilated  it,  and  made  myfelf  Room  to 
pufh  it  to  the  Diapbragma,  without  injuring  any 
other  Part ;  then  I  opened,  in  that  Glandular  Sub- 
fiance,  a  Sort  of  Canal  refembling  a  writing  Quill, 
which  feemed  very  even  in  the  Middle,  and  as  if 
it  was  covered  by  a  Membrane. 

By  continuing  the  Examination  of  this  Canal,  I 
difcovered  Sinufes  to  the  right  and  left ;  I  likewife 
dilated  thofe,  that  feemed  to  have  been  formed  in 
the  Body  of  the  Mefentery  itfelf,  which  was  grown 
fo  very  large  by  the  Obftru&ion  of  its  Glands, 
that  it  feemed  to  have  degenerated  into  a  Schirre, 
and  the  Matter  contained  in  thefe  Glands  refem- 
bled  that  contained  in  thofe  of  the  Peritoneum. 

To  profecute  our  Enquiry  ftill  farther,  we  fe- 
parated  the  Diapbragma  from  the  Spine,  at  the 
Entrance  into  the  Thorax,  and  obferved,  by  tra- 
cing the  Duftus  Thoracicus,  two  Glands  as  large  as 
Beans,  longer  than  they  were  broad,  very  white 
and  fiat,  containing  a  curdled  Matter  -,  the  left  was 

half 


in    S  U  R  G  E  R  Y.         255 

half  as  big  again  as  the  right,  and  about  half  the 
Length  of  my  little  Finger. 

Still  following  the  Duftus  'Thorackus  along  the 
Spine,  we  obferved  feveral  Glands  one  above  the 
other,  ftrung  together  like  Beads,  and  full  of  the 
fame  curdled  Matter ;  and  we  obferved  the  like 
Appearance  even  to  the  left  Clavicula,  and  to- 
wards the  Subclavian  ;  where  we  found  a  long  flat 
Gland,  as  thick  as  my  little  Finger,  filled  with  the 
fame  Kind  of  Subftance. 

The  other  Parts  of  the  Abdomen,  and  thofe  of 
the  Peritoneum  were  no  otherwife  damaged  than 
by  a  general  Decay,  which  marked  the  gradual 
Confumption  of  the  whole  Body,  by  the  Length 
of  the  Difeafe,  and  was  the  Occafion  of  her  Death. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  believe  that  I  may  venture 
to  fay,  without  being  accufed  of  carrying  my  Re- 
flections farther  than  a  Surgeon  ought,  upon  the 
Diforders  obferved  in  opening  this  Body,  that  the 
Diftemper,  I  have  given  you  a  fuccincl:  Account 
of,  was  a  complicated  Dropfy,  whofe  Rife  was 
owing  to  Obftructions  both  in  the  Veflels  and 
Glands  ferving  for  Filtration  to  the  Chyliferous 
Duct,  and  to  the  Glands  and  Canals  appointed  for 
the  Diftribution  of  the  Lympha  over  the  whole 
Body. 


Observ. 
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Observ.     CXIL 

Upon  opening  a  Body,  at  which  I  was  prefent, 
wherein  fever al  of  the  Vifcera  and  large  Vejfels 
were  found  tranfpofed  from  the  right  Side  to  the 
left.  This  true  and  faithful  Account  was  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  Mr.  Morand,  Mafter-Surgeon 
and  Surgeon-Major  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  of  In* 
valids,  who  opened  the  Body. 

AN  Italian  Soldier  aged  70  Years,  dying  the 
23d  of  Otlober,  1688,  at  the  Royal  Hofpi- 
tal of  Invalids,  I  opened  his  Body  in  Prefence  of 
MefTrs.  du  Pare  and  Saviard,  and  feveral  other 
Surgeons. 

I  began  this  Operation  by  the  DifTection  of  the 
common  Teguments,  and  having  raifed  them,  I 
difcovered  the  Duplicature  of  the  Peritoneum, 
where  I  found  the  Umbilical  Vein  extended  along 
the  Linea  Alba,  which,  inftead  of  turning  after- 
wards on  the  right  Side  to  enter  into  the  FifTure  of 
the  Liver,  on  the  contrary,  tended  towards  the 
Left,  where  the  Liver  was  actually  placed,  and  the 
Spleen  on  the  right  Side,  contrary  to  the  Order  of 
Nature. 

The  large  Lobe  of  the  Liver  entirely  pofTefTed 
the  left  Hypochondrium,  and  the  FifTure  pointed  to- 
wards the  back  Part  of  the  Cartilago  Xiphoides  ;  the 
fmall  Lobe  occupying  a  Part  of  the  Epigaftrick 
Region,  and  declining  to  the  right  Hypochon- 
drium. 

Then 
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Then  I  opened  the  Thorax,  where  I  obferved, 
that  the  Oefophagus  entered  on  the  right  Side,  and 
patted  before  the  Aorta,  then  defcending  and  Hiding 
along  the  fame  Side,  it  pierced  the  Diaphragma  in 
that  Part,  and,  when  it  had  traverfed  it,  proceeded 
between  the  Liver  and  the  Spleen  to  enter  into  the 
Abdomen. 

The  Bottom  of  the  Stomach,  following  the  fame 
Courfe,  was  fituated  on  the  right  Side  between  the 
Liver  and  Spleen  •,  the  Pylorus  and  the  Inteftine 
Duodenum  were  found  under  the  Liver  ;  and  this 
Inteftine  patting  under  the  fuperior  Mefenterick 
Vein  and  Artery,  then  taking  its  winding,  pafTed 
on  the  right  Side,  towards  the  Regio  Lumbaris,  and 
formed  the  Jejunum. 

All  the  fmall  Guts  had  likewife  changed  their 
Situation,  the  Ccecum  and  Beginning  of  the  Colon 
were  placed  in  the  Regio  Iliaca  Smiftra,  and  the 
Turn  of  this  laft  Inteftine  pafTed  as  ufual,  but  from 
Left  to  Right  under  the  Extremity  of  the  Liver, 
Stomach  and  Spleen,  defcending  afterwards  into 
the  Regio  Iliaca  dextra  to  produce  the  Reclum. 

The  fame  Tranfpofition  was  in  the  Kidneys, 
and  in  the  Parts  of  Generation  ;  for  the  right  Kid- 
ney being  found  on  the  left  Side,  and  the  kit  on 
the  right  Side,  we  faw  the  right  Spermatick  Vein 
proceeding  from  the  Emnlgent,  and  the  left  Sper- 
matick Vein  from  the  Trunk  of  the  Cava,  con- 
trary to  their  natural  Order. 

Moreover,  the  Kidney  on  the  right  Side  was 
higher  than  that  on  the  left,  and  the  two  Ureters 
proceeded  from  the  right  Kidney,  one  from  the 
common  Pelvis,  and  the  other  from  the  inferior 
Part. 

The    CapfulcB  Atrabilares    had  likewife    pafTed 

from  one  Side  to  the  other,  which  I  knew  by  the 

S  Veins  j 


2jS         OBSERVATIONS 

Veins ;  the  left  Capfula  receiving  its  Branch  from 
the  Trunk  of  the  Cava,  and  the  Right  from  the 
Emulgent. 

The  Heart  it  felf  had  a  Share  in  this  Tranfpo- 
fition,  the  Bafts  of  it  being  fituated  in  the  Middle 
of  the  Thorax ,  but  its  Cone  inclining  to  the  right 
Side,  fo  that  the  right  Ventricle  pointed  to  the 
left  Side  of  the  Thorax,  and  the  Vena  Cava,  which 
proceeded  from  the  fame  Side,  produced  two 
Trunks  as  ufaal,  the  inferior  pierced  the  Dia~ 
phragma  on  the  left  Side,  then  entring  into  the 
Abdomen,  it  (lid  along  the  left  Side  of  the  Verte- 
bra, and  the  Pulmonary  Artery  came  out  from 
this  Ventricle,  pafiing  on  the  right  Side,  and 
dividing  there  into  two  Branches  according  to 
Cuftom. 

The  Trunk  of  the  Aorta  proceeding  from  the 
left  Ventricle,  and  being  found  on  the  right  Side 
of  the  Thorax,  was  bent  towards  that  Side,  con- 
trary to  its  natural  State  ;  then  piercing  the  Dia- 
phragma  on  the  right  Side,  and  defcending  to  the 
Os  facrum,  it  flill  pofTefTed  the  right  Side  of  the 
Body  of  the  Vertebra, 

In  fhort,  the  Vein  Azygos  was  found  on  the  right 
Side  of  the  Body  of  the  Vertebrce  •,  fo  that  the  Di- 
flribution  of  the  VeiTels  underwent  a  Change  con- 
formable to  that  of  the  Vifcera. 


QfiSERV. 
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Observ.     CXIII. 

Upon  a  Wound  with  a  Sword,    that  pierced    the 
Heart. 


A  Man  26  Years  of  Age,  was  brought  to  Hotel 
Dieu  in  the  Month  of  July^  1688,  wound- 
ed in  the  'Thorax  by  a  Sword,  which  penetrated  on 
the  right  Side,  between  the  third  and  fourth  of  the 
true  Ribs.  This  Wound  was  dilated  upwards 
and  downwards,  and,  as  he  was  very  weak,  they 
refolved  not  to  make  the  Operation  for  the  Em- 
pyema^  tho'  he  had  a  great  Difficulty  in  Refpi- 
ration,  becaufe  they  imagined  he  would  expire 
every  Moment,  neverthelefs  he  lived  four  or  five 
Days  after  his  Wound. 

Being  dead,  I  opened  his  Body  in  Prefence  of 
feveral  Surgeons,  who  were  all  furprifed  as  well  as 
my  felf  \  when,  upon  Examination,  we  found,  that 
the  Heart  had  been  pierced  thro',  the  Thruft 
having  pafTed  from  the  right  Ventricle  into  the 
left  acrofs  the  Septum  Medium  ;  by  which  Means 
the  Blood  had  filled  the  Cavity  of  the  Thorax, 
fo  that  the  Patient  haa  not  lived  thofe  4  or  5 
Days  but  on  Account  of  fome  Clods  of  coagu- 
lated Blood,  that  had  flopped  the  Mouths  of  the 
Wounds  in  the  Ventricles,  which  is  a  Singularity 
worth  remarking  •,  but  this  ought  not  to  be  depend- 
ed upon  in  a  parallel  Cafe,  it  being  the  mere 
Effecl:  of  Chance. 

S    2  O  B  S  E  RV- 
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Observ.     CXIV. 


Upon  a  fatal  Labour,    occafioned  by  the  bad  Con- 
formation  of  the  Woman's  Body    who  was  ex- 
wfed  to  it. 


IN  the  Year  1697,  a  young  Woman,  aged  27, 
whofe  Body  was  no  more  than  three  Feet  high 
on  Account  of  a  Curvature  of  the  Spine,  which 
had  prevented  the  other  Parts  from  acquiring  their 
natural  Dimenfions,  came  to  Hotel  Dieu  to  be  de- 
livered, being  pregnant  by  a  Lad  of  her  Father's. 
The  Time  of  her  Labour  being  come,  the  Nar- 
rownefs  of  the  PafTages  prevented  the  Delivery 
of  the  Child,  and  fhe  died,  defiring,  in  the  Midft 
of  her  Pains,  that  the  Lad  who  had  made  her 
Pregnant  might  not  fuffer,  faying,  it  was  no 
Crime  of  his,  that  fhe  alone  was  culpable,  hav- 
ing prefTed  him  to  conform  to  her  Defires,  for 
which  fhe  was  juflly  punifhed. 


Observ, 
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Observ.     CXV. 

Upon  an  Empyema. 

MR.  d%Autebrune,  Doctor  in  Phyfick,  of  the 
Faculty  of  Montpellier,  with  whom  I  was 
acquainted,  at  the  Time  he  made  fome  Experi- 
ments in  the  Hofpital  for  the  Cure  of  Fevers, 
wrote  to  me  the  28th  of  December,  1700,  defiring 
I  would  immediately  come  to  St.  Leger,  where  he 
had  been  ill  of  a  Dropfy  in  the  Thorax,  for  three 
Months,  which  putting  him  in  perpetual  Danger 
of  being  fuftbeated,  obliged  him  to  prefcribe  the 
Operation  for  the  Empyema  to  himfelf. 

I  came  to  him  the  next  Day  towards  the  Even- 
ing, and  having  carefully  examined  him,  befides 
the  Extenuation  of  his  Body,  and  the  Fever,  I 
found  the  Signs  of  a  confirmed  Empyema,  by  the 
Pain  and  Heat  on  the  Side  affected,  the  Difficulty 
in  Refpiration,  and  a  fenfible  Fluctuation  of  the 
expanded  Matter. 

And  tho'  he  was  very  weak,  we  both  conclud- 
ed upon  the  Operation,  not  with  the  Hopes  of 
curing  him,  but  affording  fome  Relief  during  the 
Time  he  had  to  live,  principally  as  to  his  Refpi- 
ration, which  gave  him  infupportable  Pains. 

What  troubled  him  more,  according  to  the 
Opinion  he  had  of  his  Diftemper,  was  a  Tumour 
of  the  Bignefs  of  a  penny  Loaf,  which  appeared 
under,  and  a  little  on  one  Side  the  Cartilago  Xi- 
phoides  ;  the  Tumour  feeming  to  promife  a  Col- 
S  3  lection 


a<Sa       OBSERVATIONS 

lection  of  Pus  under  the  Diaphragma.  Upon  this, 
I  told  him  we  muft  perform  the  Operation,  which 
was  fufficiently  indicated  by  the  Signs  of  the  Ex- 
panfion  of  Matter,  and  might  afford  us  room  to 
judge  better  afterward  of  the  Caufe  of  that  Tu- 
mour. 

My  Prognoftick  proved  juft  ;  for  the  next  Day, 
when  I  had  opened  the  'Thorax  on  the  right  Side, 
where  the  Abfcefs  was,  in  the  moll  dependent  Part, 
as  it  is  always  practifed  in  parallel  Cafes,  two 
Quarts  of  Matter  being  difcharged  from  thence, 
the  Tumour  difappeared,  and  we  found  that  it  was 
only  occafioned  by  this  Quantity  of  Matter,  the 
Weight  whereof  had  formed  the  Bag  near  the 
Car  til  ago  Xiphoides. 

The  Pus  contained  in  the  Thorax  was  a  ferous 
Sanies,  mixed  with  a  Subftance  refembling  the 
White  of  an  Egg,  which  flopped  the  Orifice  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  I  was  often  obliged  to  put 
it  by  with  my  Probe,  to  make  room  for  the 
Serum. 

The  Patient  was  much  relieved  after  the  Ope- 
ration, as  to  his  Difficulty  in  Breathing,  which 
had  hitherto  been  very  grievous  ;  but  the  Diftem- 
per  in  his  Lungs  put  a  Period  to  his  Life  a  Fort- 
night after  my  Return. 


pBSERV, 
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Oeserv.     CXVI. 

Upon  a  Defecl  in  the  Conformation. 

IT  is  not  without  Reafon,  that  Phyficians  and 
Surgeons  refufe  to  undertake  the  Cure  of  thofe 
Difeafes  with  which  we  are  born,  becaufe  they  have 
Room  to  apprehend,  that  thefe  Sorts  of  Diftempers, 
having  their  Caufes  identified,  as  I  may  fay,  with 
the  Body  itfelf,  at  the  firfl  Formation,  it  is  im- 
pc  flible  radically  to  deflroy  it,  and  confequently 
to  prevent  its  producing  the  fame  Effects  as  before, 
after  a  firfl  Cure  fruitlefsly  attempted  ;  or  that  the 
malignant  Humour  which  caufed  the  Diflemper, 
not  being  any  longer  capable  of  occafioning  the 
fame  Symptoms  it  did  at  firft,  by  tranflating  it 
felf  to  other  Parts,  may  caufe  a  greater  Diforder. 

Thefe  Reafons,  as  folid  as  they  are,  ought  not 
to  prevail  fo  far,  as  to  make  us  abfolutely  refufe 
our  AfTiflance  to  all  thofe  troubled  with  thefe 
Indifpofitions  ;  fince  Experience  teaches  us,  that 
fome  are  curable,  and  amongfl  others,  in  which  I 
have  fucceeded,  I  remember  that  the  2  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1700,  I  fuccefsfully  made  Ligatures  upon 
three  considerable  Excrefcences,  red  and  flexible, 
on  the  left  Cheek  of  a  new  born  Child,  of  which 
he  was  perfectly  cured  in  five  Days,  contrary  to' 
the  Opinion  of  feveral  Perfons,  who  would  not 
have  them  touch'd,  becaufe  the  Child  had  been 
born  with  them. 

S  4  About 
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About  the  fame  Time,  I  made  a  Ligature  upon 
another  Excrefcence  of  a  larger  Size,  which  was 
likewife  cured  without  any  Return,  or  other  Acci- 
dent ;  all  thefe  Excrefcences  had  a  large  Head 
with  a  fmall  Neck. 


Observ.     CXVIL 

Upn  two  other  natural  Defecls. 

IN  the  Year  1687,  I  faw  a  new  born  Child 
at  Hotel  Dieu,  which  had  ten  Fingers  upon 
each  Hand,  and  as  many  Toes  upon  the  Feet, 
the  Phalanxes  whereof  feemed  to  be  broken  and 
wounded.  This  Accident  was  the  Effect  of  the 
Pregnant  Woman's  Imaginations,  feeing  a  Criminal 
broke  on  the  Wheel  during  her  Pregnancy. 

A  Child  8  Years  old,  was  foon  afterwards 
brought  to  the  fame  Place,  who  had  fix  Fingers 
on  the  left  Hand,  viz.  a  little  fp routing  Thumb 
upon  the  fir  ft  joint  of  that  Hand.  I  cut  this 
fuperfluous  Thumb  off,  without  feparating  it  from 
the.  Joint  to  which  it  was  faftened,  left  it  mould 
occafion  a  fweiling  upon  the  Part,  by  the  Liga- 
ments of  the  Joints  being  concerned  j  whence 
there  remains  upon  that  Joint  on  the  lateral 
jrart  next  the  Thumb,  a  fmall  Portion  of  Bone 
refembling  one  of  the  SeJ'amoidea. 

I  muft  moreover  add,  that  the  Wound  made 
by  the  Amputation  of  this  ufelefs  Thumb  healed 
in  a  Fortnight  with  Eafe,  and  the  Girl  now  erv- 
joys  a  perfect  State  of  Health. 

Observ. 
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Observ.     GXVIII. 

Upon  a  Child  without  a  Penis. 

MR.  Le  Court,  Matter  Surgeon  at  Sens,  wrote 
to  me  in  the  Month  of  January  laft,  1701, 
that  a  Woman  in  St.  Peter's  Parifti  had  been  de- 
livered of  a  Child  a  little  Time  before,  which  had 
no  Penis  ;  but  inftead  of  it,  a  fmall  Prominence  a 
little  flat  and  refembling  a  Pullet's  Rump,  above, 
and  on  one  fide  whereof,  there  was  a  Piece  of  fun- 
gous Fle/h  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Crown,  and  a  Fin- 
gers Breadth  thick,  round  and  elevated  ;  that  the 
Navel  was  not  in  the  Middle  of  the  Belly  where 
it  generally  is,  but  above  the  Penis  near  this  fun- 
gous Flefh. 

That  this  fmall  Prominence,  which  flood  in- 
ftead of  a  Penis,  was  pierced  by  two  fmall  A- 
pertures,  thro'  which  the  Urine  pafTed  ;  that  the 
Child's  Mother  being  examined  upon  this  Pheno- 
menon, anfwered,  that  it  might  probably  proceed 
from  the  earnefl  Defire  fhe  had  of  eating  a  Fowl,, 
whilft  fhe  was  with  Child  ;  for  having  bought  a 
bad  one,  fhe  regretted  her  Incapacity  of  fatisfying 
her  Appetite. 

At  the  End  of  his  Letter,  he  informed  me,  that 
for  the  Space  of  two  Months  after  the  Birth  of  the 
Child,  the  fungous  Flefh  fenfibly  increafed. 


Observ, 
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Observ.     CXIX. 

Upon  a  Dropjy. 

A  Young  Girl  fourteen  Years  of  Age  was  at- 
tacked with  an  Afcites,  for  the  Cure  whereof 
all  Sorts  of  Remedies  had  been  tried,  during  the 
Space  of  three  Years  •,  but  with  no  other  Succefs, 
than  to  perceive  it  increafe  to  that  Degree,  as  to 
have  her  Belly  diftended  as  much  as  it  poffibly 
could,  which  obliged  her  Phyficians  to  prefcribe 
the  firft  Paracenthefis,  which  I  performed  the 
fourteenth  of  September,  1 690,  the  Girl  being  then 
1 7  Years  old,  and  drew  away  1 2  Quarts  of  clear 
limpid  Water. 

I  was  fent  for  two  Months  after  to  repeat  the  Ope- 
ration, and  difcharged  12  Quarts  of  Water  more 
refembling  the  firft. 

The  Lent  following,  Ihe  was  attacked  with  a 
continual  Fever;  accompanied  with  a  poignant 
Pain  in  the  left  Hypocondrium,  a  large  Tumefac- 
tion, and  violent  Vomitings.  During  the  ten  Days 
thefe  Symptoms  lafted,  fhe  was  bled  feveral  Times, 
and  afterwards  purged ;  but  the  Dropfy  returning 
again,  I  performed  the  Operation  a  third  Time, 
when  fhe  was  increafed  to  her  full  Extent,  and 
evacuated  1 7  Quarts  of  clear  limpid  Water  as  be- 
fore. 

In  the  Month  of  November,  the  fame  Year, 
I  made  a  fourth  Paracenthefis,  by  which  I  drew 
away  feven  Quarts  and  a  Pint  of  the  fame  Kind 

of 
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of  Water,  and  fince  that  Time,  fhe  has  been  in 
tolerable  good  Health,  occafioned  by  the  H&mor- 
rhoides  that  came  upon  her  at  different  Times, 
and  difcharged  plentifully  :  But  fince  the  Hemor- 
rhoidal Flux  has  ceafed,  an  Hardnefs  of  the  Bignef^ 
of  a  Wallnut  has  appeared  at  the  Verge  of  the 
Anus,  attended  with  a  deep  Pain  without  Inflam- 
mation, and  is  very  incommodious  when  fhe  goes 
backwards,  or  fits.  This  Tumour  appears  move- 
able and  loofe,  when  you  kd  it  by  thrufting  the 
Finger  into  the  Anus  or  Vagina,  as  well  as  exter- 
ternally  -,  and  fince  it  vifibly  increafes,  will,  in  all 
Appearance,  terminate  in  an  Abfcefs.  It  is  to  be 
obferved  that  this  Girl  is  feldom  regular  in  her 
Menfes,  and  then  only  in  a  final]  Quantity. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.      CXX. 

Upon  a  FraBure  of  the  Leg,  cured  contrary  to  all 
Expectation,  in  the  very  Words  of  Mr.  Michault, 
who  communicated  this  Fall  to  me. 


T 


THE  24th    of  September,  in   the   preceding 
Year  1701,  I  was  fent  for  to  drefs  a  Gen- 
tlewoman aged  98  Years,  who,  they  informed  me, 
was  terribly  wounded  upon  both  Legs. 

When  I  came  to  her,  I  found  that  fhe  had 
been  thrown  down  by  a  Coach  Horfe,  and  the 
Fore-wheel  of  the  Coach  had  palled  over  her  Legs. 
I  examined  them,  and  found  the  left  Leg  very 
much  tumefied  in  that  Part  where  the  Wheel  had 
paired  •,    but  without  Fracture  or   Diilocation  of 

the 
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the  Bones.  It  was  not  the  fame  with  the  right 
Leg,  both  Bones  being  fractured  and  even  cru/hed 
in  Pieces  in  the  Middle,  with  feveral  Splinters 
that  pierced  the  Teguments. 

The  Cafe  being  known,  I  ordered  the  Patient 
to  be  put  into  Bed,  and  having  prepared  the  Dref- 
fmgs,  I  was  affifted  by  one  of  the  Fraternity,  who 
was  fortunately  at  my  Houfe,  and  one  of  my 
Servants.  I  reduced  the  fractured  Bones,  and 
tho'  this  might  be  looked  upon  as  a  compound 
Fracture,  by  Reafon  of  the  Wounds  made  in  the 
Skin  by  the  Splinters  of  Bone  ;  I  dreffed  it  not- 
withstanding, like  a  fimple  Fracture.  I  placed  the 
Limb  in  a  proper  Situation,  and  took  care  to  fee 
the  Patient  the  five  firft  Days,  to  make  her  ob- 
ferve  an  exact  Regimen,  and  to  prefcribe  all  that 
might  contribute  to  the  Cure,  finding  her  more- 
over without  Fever  or  much  Pain,  in  fhort,  with- 
out any  considerable  Accidents. 

The  30th  of  September,  which  was  the  fixth  Day 
of  the  Wound,  this  good  Woman,  whofe  extreme 
Age  had  render'd  her  almoft  Childifh,  perfuaded 
her  felf,  when  fhe  was  alone,  that  fhe  was  per- 
fectly cured,  and  kept  in  Bed  only  to  torment  her; 
fo  that  me  rofe  out  of  Bed  about  ten  in  the  Morn- 
ing, with  all  the  Dreffings  on,  and  when  fhe  had 
taken  a  Step  or  two  in  the  Room,  the  fractured 
Bones  not  being  able  to  fupport  her  Weight,  were 
foon  difplaced,  and  not  only  wounded  the  Flefh, 
but  thruft  off  the  Dreffings,  and  the  Patient  fell 
down  upon  the  Floor,  the  Family  ran  up  at  the 
Noife,  and  I  being  immediately  called,  was  mor- 
tified to  fee  fuch  a  Spectacle. 

She  was  prefently  put  into  Bed,  and  when  I  had 
removed  the  Dreffings,  found  a  large  Di lacerati- 
on of  Flefh,  the  Bones  bare  three  or  four  Fingers 

Breadth, 
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Breadth,  and  feveral  Splinters  prefented  themfelves 
at  the  Aperture  of  the  Wound.  I  hefitated  a  little 
in  what  Method  to  proceed  upon  fo  unfortunate 
an  Accident  ;  Art  required  that  I  fhould  amputate 
the  Limb  •,  but  her  advanced  Age  induced  me 
not  to  perform  an  Operation,  from  whence  there 
was  no  Appearance  of  Succefs.  In  fhort,  being 
determined  not  to  hurry  my  felf,  I  prepared  an 
eighteen  tailed  Bandage,  and  all  that  was  neceffary 
for  a  compound  Fracture. 

I  began  to  drefs  her  by  warning  the  Wound 
with  warm  Wine  •,  then  I  extracted  as  many  Splin- 
ters as  I  could,  without  injuring  the  Wound,  and 
afterwards  reduced  the  Bones,  placing  the  Limb 
in  a  proper  Situation,  and  then  applied  the  Ban- 
dage according  to  Art. 

I  continued  to  drefs  her  in  this  Manner  for  three 
D.iys,  without  any  confiderable  Accident  fuper- 
vening,  but  the  fifth  Day  after  the  fecond  Re- 
duction, which  was  the  eleventh  from  the  firft, 
Affairs  changed  their  Appearance,  I  found  con- 
fiderable Tumours  upon  the  two  Condylls  of  the 
Knee,  Sinuffes  on  the  right  and  hft9  with  Blifters 
round  the  Knee,  upon  the  Thigh,  Buttocks,  Os 
facrum,  and  even  upon  the  Back ;  befides,  a 
very  bad  Odour  exhaled  from  all  the  Ulcerations 
in  the  Skin,  and  the  Colour  around  them  tend- 
ing to  Lividity.  All  thefe  Symptoms  made  me 
apprehend,  that  me  would  foon  perifh,  and  or- 
dered the  Sacraments  to  be  adminiftred  to  her, 
not  having  more  hopes  of  faving  her  by  the  Am- 
putation, than  without  it. 

I  took  care  to  drefs  her  regularly  twice  per 
Day,  being  fometimes  aflifted  by  thofe  of  the  Fra- 
ternity, prefcribing  cordial  and  vulnerary  Medi- 
cines, 
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cines,  which  were  proper  both  internally  and  ex- 
ternally. 

This  poor  Patient  withftood  all  thefe  Accidents 
mentioned,  near  two  Months,  and  feveral  others 
that  fupervened,  without  Fever  or  violent  Pains, 
without  an  entire  lofs  of  Appetite,  or  of  Repofe 
in  the  Night.  After  this,  the  Ulcers  upon  the 
Back,  Buttocks  and  of  the  AbfcefTes  formed  upon 
the  Condylls  of  the  Knee  began  to  cicatrize, 
and  the  Eryfipelatous  Swelling,  as  much  or  more 
incommodious  than  the  Fracture,  began  to  abate. 
The  Exfoliation  of  the  fractured  Bones  came  on, 
but,  however,  without  the  leaft  Signs  of  a  Callus 
or  Re-union  of  the  Bones,  by  Reafon,  that  the 
Wound  being  very  extenfive,  and  the  Extremi- 
ties of  the  fractured  Bones  at  a  great  Diftance 
from  each  other,  there  was  nothing  capable  to 
fupport  and  (lop  their  nutricious  Juice,  befides, 
that  the  external  Air  altered  it  and  converted  it 
into  Sanies. 

But  the  Exfoliation  happening  in  three  Months, 
the  Wound  began  to  heal  externally,  and  the  Juice 
proceeding  from  the  Extremities  of  the  fractured 
Bones,  being  inclofed  and  retained  by  the  Flefh, 
the  Callus  formed  it  felf,  and  appeared  confide- 
rable  hard  at  the  End  of  four  Months,  fo  that 
this  Patient  entirely  recovered  at  the  End  of 
February  laft,  that  is,  five  Months  after  the  Ac- 
cident. 

I  have  no  Defign  to  make  her  walk,  but  three 
Months  after  her  Recovery,  left  fhe  mould  be 
expofed  to  a  frefh  Fracture,  fufpecting  that  a 
Callus  formed  with  fuch  Difficulty  in  a  Perfon  fo 
advanced  in  Years,  as  to  enervate  the  natural 
Balfam,  mould  be  foon  capable  of  fupporting  the 
Weight  of  her  Bodv. 

To 
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To  conclude,  the  Leg  remained  as  long  as  the 
other,  very  little  painful,  and  hardly  any  De- 
formity. 

R  E  MA  R  K. 

It  may  be  faid  that  this  Cure  is  very  extra- 
ordinary, both  with  Regard  to  the  Wound  and 
Age  of  the  Patient ;  and  the  Succefs  in  this  Cafe 
ought  to  inftruct  young  Surgeons,  that  the  great- 
eft  Obftacles  oppofing  the  Cure  of  the  moil  def- 
perate  Wounds,  ought  not  to  make  us  look  upon 
them  as  abfolutely  incurable,  and  prevent  our 
taking  a  proper  Care  of  fuch  Wounds  ;  fince  it  is 
fufficient  if  we  fave  fome,  not  to  look  upon  our 
Endeavours  as  abfolutely  fruitlefs,  tho'  abundance 
perifh  notwithftanding  our  Care  to  preferve  them. 


Observ.     CXXL 

Upon  a  Wound  on    the    Cheek,    communicated  by 
Mr.  le  Roy,  /worn  Surgeon  at  Paris. 

SOME  Years  ago,  I  drefTed  a  certain  Perfon 
of  a  Wound  upon  the  right  Cheek,  exactly 
fituated  in  the  Middle  of  a  Line,  drawn  from  the 
Joining  of  the  two  Lips  to  the  Ear. 

Notwithftanding  the  moft  methodical  Applica- 
tions to  this  Wound,  it  degenerated  into  a  Fiftula, 
which  was  maintained  by  an  abundant  flowing  of 
Lympha,  that  furni fried  the  Aperture  of  the  Sali- 
va] Duel.     Being   fenfible  of  it,    I  forefaw,  that 

this 
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this  ferous  Spring  could  not  be  flopped,  either  by 
the  mod  powerful  Deficcatives,  or  the  moft  effi- 
catious  Cathereticks ;  and  fince  it  could  hot  be 
turned  any  other  Way,  we  muft  of  Neceflity  make 
a  new  one,  to  fupply  the  Defect  of  that  natural 
one  into  the  Mouth. 

It  would  have  been  lefs  painful  to  the  Patient, 
had  I  pierced  the  Cheek  with  a  fharp  Inflru- 
ment,  but  I  confidered  that  a  fimple  Wound  would 
foon  heal,  and  my  Defign  be  fruflrated.  For 
which  Reafon,  I  made  ufe  of  the  actual  Cautery, 
fuch  as  is  employed  in  the  Perforation  of  the 
Os  Unguis  for  the  Fiflula  Lachrymalis,  when  the 
Nafal  Canal  is  obflructed  ;  and  this  with  a  Defign 
to  caufe  a  Lcfs  of  Subftance,  that  might  perpe- 
trate the  new  Channel. 

The  Effect  anfwered  my  Attempt,  and  as  foon 
as  the  Salival  Juice  had  free  Paffage  into  the 
Mouth,  the  Fiflula  healed  in  a  fhort  Time  and 
with  Abundance  of  Eafe. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.       CXXIL 

Upon  a  Retention  of  Urine. 

IN  the  Month  of  May,  1701,  a  Prifoner  in 
the  Grand  Chatelet,  being  tormented  for  five 
or  fix  Days  with  a  violent  Strangury,  his  Rela- 
tions presented  a  Petition  to  the  Lieutenant  Cri- 
minal, to  obtain  leave  that  he  might  have  the  Ad- 
vice of  a  Surgeon,  who  made  it  his  whole  Bufi- 
nefs  to  cure  Diilempers  incident  to  the  urinary  Paf- 

fages  j 
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fages ;  and  the  Anfwer  to  the  Petition  was,  that 
I  fhould  examine  the  Patient,  and  act  as  I  thought 
proper,  in  Prefence  of  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons 
of  the  Chatelet. 

That  Permifiion  being  notified  to  me,  I  went  to 
the  Chatelet)  where  I  found  this  Perfon  who  la- 
boured under  an  Heat  of  Urine,  and  an  extraor- 
dinary Teniion  of  the  Penis,  voiding  a  large  Quan- 
tity of  Blood  with  his  Water,  which  I  defired 
Mr.  Litre ',  the  Phyfician,  and  Meflieurs  Lombard 
and  Belon,  Surgeons,  to  obferve.  After  this,  I  en- 
deavoured to  make  him  Urine  with  the  Algaly, 
and  having  thruft  it  into  the  Urethra,  I  found  a 
hard  Body  refilled  its  PaiTage,  which  I  perceived 
was  a  fmall  Stone  of  an  irregular  Figure  whole  Points 
were  fixed  in  the  Canal,  and  determined  to  ex- 
tract  it  with  my  Curette,  which  I  prefer  much  be- 
fore an  Incifion  ;  becaufe  the  extraneous  Body  being 
extracted  by  this  Inflrument,  no  Wound  remains 
difficult  afterwards  to  be  healed,  as  it  happens 
upon  making  an  Incifion  •,  and  if  the  Violence 
ufed  in  the  Extraction  of  an  extraneous  Body  with 
the  Curette,  fhould  caufe  a  flight  Excoriation  in 
the  Canal,  and  a  llender  Inflammation,  the  Ac- 
cidents are  eafily  remedied  by  bleeding,  cooling 
Emulfions,  and  Injections  of  Aq.  Sperm.  Ranar. 
and  Sacch.  Satumi,  which  is  a  certain  Specifick 
in  this  Kind  of  Inflammations,  and  mufl  be  like- 
wife  applied  round  the  Penis  in  Form  of  a  Fo- 
mentation. 

I  therefore  took  my  fmall  Curette,  which  is 
made  on  Purpofe  for  this  Operation,  and  intro- 
ducing it  into  the  Penis,  I  parTed  it  over  the 
Stone,  and  having  hooked  it  in,  I  extracted  it 
with  confiderable  Violence.  But  as  the  Points 
of  the  Stone  had  penetrated  into  the  Sides  of 
T  the 
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the  Urethra,  I  was  obliged  to  ufe  greater  Force 
to  difengage  them,  which  caufed  Excoriations  in 
the  Urethra,  and  a  flight  Hemorrhage,  the  Stone 
being  of  a  confiderable  Magnitude  befides.  The 
Patient  having  obtained  his  Liberty  the  next  Day, 
I  never  faw  him  fince. 


Observ.    cxxiii. 

Given  by  Way  of  Evidence,  upon  opening  the  Body 
of  a  Woman i  who  was  thought  to  die  of  a  Wound, 

I  Received  an  Order  from  the  Judge  Royal  of 
Cbaillot,  to  go  to  that  Corporation  and  open 
the  Body  of  a  Woman,  and  to  declare,  whether 
any  external  Caufe  could  occafion  her  Death,  which 
happened  feven  Days  after  an  Accident,  during  which 
Time,  me  had  the  common  Symptoms  attending 
an  Inflammation  of  the  Thorax,  as  it  was  reported 
to  me  by  the  Surgeons  of  the  Place  and  the  Af- 
fiflants.  After  I  had  firrfc  well  examined  the  ex- 
ternal Parts,  and  found  not  the  leaft  Mark  of  a 
Wound,  I  began  to  open  the  Body,  by  the  fupe- 
rior  Cavity,  in  the  internal  Part  whereof,  I  found 
nothing  extraordinary,  but  a  little  extravafated 
Blood  about  the  Plexus  Choroides.  In  the  lower 
Belly,  which  I  opened  next,  I  found  a  (light  In^ 
flammation  in  the  Membrane  of  the  Womb, 
with  fome  Purulence  infiltrated  into  the  Body  of 
it,  and  an  Abfcefs  in  the  right  Kidney,  which 
proceeded  from  an  Inflammation  fuppurated  in  that 
Part. 

Then 
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Then  opening  the  fhorax%  I  found  the  right 
Lobe  much  tumefied,  and  filled  with  Pus,  which 
prevented  the  free  Motion  of  that  Organ,  and 
mud  confequently  occafion  a  Difficulty  in  Ref- 
piration  to  the  Deceafed  during  her  Illnefs. 

I  gave  my  Opinion,  that  all  thefe  fuppurated 
Inflammations  proceeded  from  no  other  Caufe, 
than  what  is  common  in  fuch  Indifpofitions,  which 
is  from  a  bad  Quality  in  the  Blood,  rendering 
it  indifpofed  to  circulate  freely  thro*  the  moft 
minute  VefTels,  and  very  capable  of  caufing 
Phlegmons  in  all  thofe  Parts  where  it  might 
flagnate,  as  it  has  happened  to  thefe  of  the  De- 
ceafed's  Body,  without  having  the  Jeaft  Room  to 
attribute  her  Diforder  to  any  external  Accident. 


Observ.     CXXIV. 

Upon  the  Extirpation  of  a  Wen  under  the  Armpit^  of 
an  extraordinary  Size. 

THE  iSth  of  April,  1701,  I  was  defired  to 
fee  a  Man  at  Hotel  Dieu,  upon  whom  a 
Tumour  began  to  appear  four  Years  before ; 
which,  at  firft,  was  no  larger  than  a  fmall  Nut, 
and  grew  the  three  following  Years  to  the  Size 
of  an  Egg  i  fo  that  it  did  not  prevent  the  Mo- 
tion of  his  Arm,  or  his  working  as  ufual. 

But  the  laft  Year  it  had  increafed  to  the  Big- 
nefs  of  a  Bowl,  attended  with  a  very  painful  Ten- 
fion,  even  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Skin  of 
the  Tumour  was  ulcerated  on  all  Sides,    and  he 

T  2  was 
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was  obliged  to  keep  it  fufpended  with  a  Bandage, 
left  it  fhould  move  about ;  and  thus  he  conti- 
nued to  work  and  drefs  his  Matter's  Horfes,  till 
the  Excefs  of  Pain  obliged  him  to  come  to  the 
Hofpital. 

Tho'  he  was  in  a  languifhing  Condition  by  his 
long  Sufferings,  we  determined  to  amputate  the 
Tumour,  and  he  was  accordingly  prepared  for 
it  by  bleeding  and  purging.  But  his  Matter 
having  writ  to  the  Nuns  in  his  Favour,  intreating 
them  to  ufe  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to  fave  his 
Life,  afTuring  them  that  they  mould  have  Reafon 
to  be  fatisfied  with  his  Acknowledgment,  the 
Man  being  neceflary  to  him,  as  well  as  to  his 
Wife  and  four  Children  he  had.  Thefe  Ladies, 
forefeeing  that  an  Operation  of  fuch  Importance 
might  be  attended  with  fatal  Confequences,  info 
corrupted  an  Air  as  that  of  the  Hofpital,  wrote  to 
his  Matter,  that  if  he  had  any  Confideration  for  his 
Servant,  the  only  Way  to  make  the  Operation  fuc- 
cefsful  was  to  take  him  from  the  Hotel  Dieu,  or 
he  would  be  in  Danger  of  perifhing  by  a  Gan- 
grene, which  mutt  neceflarily  attend  the  Wound, 
on  Account  of  the  bad  Air  ;  and  that  if  he  was 
fo  charitable  to  him,  he  fhould  not  want  able  Sur- 
geons, who  would  drefs  him  Gratis  out  of  the 
Houfe.  His  Matter  fent  -the  Money  neceflary, 
and  he  was  removed  to  a  private  Room. 

The  Nuns  dettred  me  afterwards  to  take  care 
of  him,  jointly  with  Mr.  Thibaut*  firft  Surgeon 
within  the  Hofpital,  which  I  readily  embraced, 
as  well  becaufe  it  was  in  my  Neighbourhood,  as 
to  fee  the  Event  of  the  Operation,  which  was  of 
no  fmall  Importance. 

Now  we  had  nothing  more  to  refoive  upon, 
but  in  what  Manner   to   perform  the  Extirpation, 

and 
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and  having  determin'd  to  do  it  by  Ligature,  which 
to  us  appeared  the  mod  certain,  we  proceeded  in 
the  following  Manner. 

The  Bafis  of  the  Tumour  being  narrower  than 
the  upper  Part,  it  formed  a  Neck  which  made  the 
Ligature  poflible  •,  but  it  mud  however  be  very 
painful,  becaufe  of  the  Tendon  of  the  Skin,  which 
had  yielded  to  the  Volume  of  the  Tumour  ;  and 
a  large  Number  of  Veins  filled  with  a  black  Blood 
appeared  upon  the  Surface,  which  plainly  proved 
the  great  Compreflion  made  by  the  Subftance  of 
the  Wen  upon  the  Skin  :  For  which  Reafon  I  pref- 
fed  the  pendent  Tumour  back  with  both  my 
Hands  towards  its  Root,  afilfted  by  another  Sur- 
geon, in  order  to  relax  the  Tenfion  of  the  Skin, 
then  I  defired  Mr.  Thibaut  to  fix  the  Ligature, 
which  was  compofed  of  a  Piece  of  waxed  Thread, 
in  four  Doubles,  a  quarter  of  an  Ell  long,  half  an 
Inch  from  the  fattening  of  the  Tumour  to  the 
Armpit  •,  and  to  prevent  it  from  (lipping,  which 
might  occafion  an  Hemorrhage,  we  tied  the  firft 
Turn  moderately  tight,  fo  as  to  aproximate  the 
Skin  by  little  and  little,  and  the  fecond  Turn 
ftraiter. 

The  next  Day  we  put  on  another  Ligature 
tighter  than  the  former,  the  following  Day  a 
third,  drawn  clofer  than  the  Second,  the  Patient 
fufTering  confiderably  notwithstanding,  as  well  from 
the  Ligature,  as  the  Stench  of  the  Wen.  There- 
fore, judging  that  the  VefTels  were  fufficiently  con- 
ftringed,  to  prevent  a  violent  Flux  of  Blood,  we 
extirpated  the  Tumour  with  a  Biftoury  half  an 
Inch  from  the  Ligature,  and  only  a  Porringer  of 
black  Blood  ifTued  from  this  Incifion,  proceeding 
from  thofe  Veins  that  appeared  tumefied  upon 
the  Surface  of  the  Tumour,     This   being  done, 

T  3  we 
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we  eafily  flraitened  the  Ligature  to  provide  a- 
gainft  a  Flux  of  Blood,  and  then  put  a  Piece  of 
dry  Lint  upon  the  Wound,  armed  with  Colophon 
and  Bole  Armeny  ;  then  a  Comprefs  eight  doubles 
to  comprefs  the  Veficls,  and  over  it  a  Plaifter 
of  Bole,  then  another  Comprefs,  in  four  doubles, 
and  the  Bandage  Spica,  which  is  convenient  for  this 
Part. 

As  all  thofe,  who  had  feen  this  Tumour  be- 
fore it  was  extirpated,  believed  it  contained  a 
Quantity  of  fluid  Matter,  I  opened  it  in  its  full 
Extent,  and  found  it  compofed  of  feveral  Car- 
nous  Glands,  whofe  Intervals  were  filled  with  a 
firm  yellowim  Fat,  without  one  Drop  of  ferous 
Matter,  and  the  Weight  of  the  Tumour  was 
nine   Pounds  and  half. 

Being  thus  fecured  againft  a  Flux  of  Blood, 
the  Patient  was  dreifed  the  following  Days  with 
Linimentum  Arccei ;  but  the  remaining  Part  of 
the  Tumour  under  the  Ligature,  being  come  to 
mortify,  we  took  it  off  upon  that  Place  where  the 
Ligature  was  made,  and  the  little  Blood  dis- 
charged, was  flopped  with  a  Bit  of  dry  Lint. 

This  being  done,  the  Skin  dilated  to  fuch  a 
Degree  that  the  Wound  was  as  large  as  both  my 
Hands,  but  only  Cutaneous,  which  was  drerTed 
with  common  Digeftive,  Empl.  de  Minio,  and  the 
Reft  as  before. 

I  defired  Mefiieurs  Tbibaut  and  Alzac  at  length 
to  obferve  one  particular  Place  of  the  Largenefs  of 
a  Crown,  fituated  between  the  Petloralis  and  Ro- 
tundas, where  the  Fiefh  was  marked  with  fmall 
white  Specks,  which  was  the  Root  of  the  Tu- 
mour, and  was  afterwards  confumed  by  the  Lapis 
Infer  nails  ;  fo  that  in  eight  Days  after  the  Liga- 
ture was  removed,  we  had  Room  to  apply  Mun- 

dificatives 
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dificatives  inftead  of  Digcftives,  then  dry  Lint  to 
form  the  Cicatrice  with  Empl.  de  Minio,  and  the 
Patient  was  perfectly  cured  the  25th  of  June,  and 
in  a  Condition  to  return  into  the  Country.  He 
had  the  free  Ufe  of  his  Arm  as  before,  becaufe 
we  took  care  that  he  moved  it  often,  left  the  Con- 
traction of  the  Cicatrice  mould  reftrain  its  Action, 
which  is  a  Caution  always  to  be  obferved  in 
Wounds  near  the  Articulations. 


Observ.     CXX  V. 

Upon  a  Caft  ration  from  a  Sarcocele. 

IN  the  Month  of  November,  1699,  I  was  fent 
for  to  fee  a  poor  Man,  who  had  a  confiderable 
Tumour  in  one  of  his  Tefticles,  which  extended 
along  the  Sperm atick  VefTels  to  the  Hypogaftrium* 
and  was  very  painful.  The  Phyfician  and  Sur- 
geon of  the  Parifh  had  prefcribed  the  general 
Remedies,  and  applied  Emollients  and  Refol- 
vents  in  different  Forms,  as  is  the  common  Prac- 
tice ;  after  which  he  addrefTed  himfelf  to  Plaifter- 
mongers,  fcrV.  for  Relief. 

I  applied  Topicks  for  feveral  Days  5  but  find- 
ing I  did  not  advance  by  that  means,  I  fent  for 
the  Surgeon  who  faw  him  hrft,  and  we  agreed, 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  cure  him  without  Ampu- 
tation, which  was  performed  in  the  following 
Manner. 

I  made  an  Incifion  upon  the  Tumour  with  my 

(trait  Bifloury,  dividing   only  the    common  Te- 
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guments,  and  the  Teflicle  being  difcovered  and 
the  Sheath  inclofing  the  Spermatick  VefTels,  I  fe- 
parated  the  Tefticle  from  the  Sheath  of  the  Dartos, 
then  ordering  it  to  be  held  fufpended  by  an  Af- 
fiflant,  with  a  waxed  Thread  four  Doubles,  I  tied 
the  Sheath  of  the  Dartos  and  the  Spermatick 
VefTels,  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  Rings  of  the 
Mufcles,  without  paffing  the  Needle  acrofs  the 
Spermatick  VefTels  for  fear  of  caufing  an  Hemor- 
rhage by  pricking  fome  fanguiferous  VefTel,  and 
then  feparated  the  Tefticle  and  the  VefTels,  half 
an  Inch  from  the  Ligature. 

The  Wound  was  drefTed  the  following  Days 
with  common  Digeftive  •,  but  the  Patient  had  a 
painful  fwelling  remaining  in  the  Rings  and 
above  them,  the  Event  whereof  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with,  fince  the  charitable  Ladies,  who 
provided  him  with  Nourifhment,  being  appre- 
henfive  the  Cure  would  be  tedious,  fent  him  to 
Hotel  Dieu  to  have  it  compleated, 


Observ.    cxxvi. 

Upon  an  Exfoliation  of  a  Bone  of  the  Leg, 

IN  the  Month  of  June,  1686,  a  Surgeon  at 
Hotel  Dieu  received  a  Kick  upon  the  anterior 
Part  of  the  Leg,  which  immediately  caufed  a 
confiderable  Tumour,  by  the  Extravafation  of  a 
Quantity  of  venal  Blood. 

This  Tumour  not  being  refolvable  by  Topical 
Remedies^  we  were  obliged  to  open  it,  and  eva- 
cuated 
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cuated  near  a  fmall  Porringer  of  coagulated  Blood  •, 
and,  when  we  had  clean  led  the  Wound,  difco- 
vered  the  Tibia  bare  two  Fingers  Breadth. 

The  Wound  was  drefled  the  rirft  Time  with 
dry  Lint,  to  flop  the  bleeding  ;  at  the  fecond 
Drefling,  dry  Lint  was  put  upon  the  Bone, 
which  Teemed  altered,  by  the  Acrimony  of  the 
extravafated  Blood  that  lodged  upon  it,  and  the 
Flefh.  was  drefTed  with  Pledgets  fpread  with  Li- 
mm.  Arctfi)  which  was  continued  a  few  Days  : 
But  the  Patient  not  obferving  a  flricl  Regimen, 
and  having  an  unhealthy  Conftitution,  which, 
added  to  the  bad  Air  of  the  Hofpital,  occaiioned 
a  Gangrene  upon  the  Wound,  making  fuch  a 
Progrefs  in  three  Weeks,  that  the  Bone  became 
carious,  from  its  fuperior  Eminence,  whereu>  the 
Extenfors  of  the  Leg  are  fattened  to  the  inferior 
Apophyfg,  refling  upon  the  Aftragallus ;  and  the 
Flefh  Was  gangrened,  as  well  as  the  Periofteum. 

The  Gangrene  was,  however,  (topped,  by 
drefling  it  with  Doflils  dipped  in  Spirits  of  Wine, 
and  afterwards  in  Oil  ofGuayacum,  the  Flefh  being 
drefTed  with  Pledgets  dipped  in  a  Lotion  of 
Ariftolochia,  defcribed  at  the  End  of  the  Book  in 
the  Obfervation  upon  the  Scurvy. 

I  believe  it  will  pleafe  young  Surgeons  to  tell 
them,  enpajfant,  that  Mr.  Merely  an  eminent 
Surgeon,  taught  me  an  eafy  Remedy  to  caufe 
the  Separation  of  dry  Gangrenes,  which  I  have 
ufed  with  Succefs  ;  that  is,  an  equal  Mixture  of 
Cerat.  Galeni  and  Ung.  Suppurat.  with  which  you 
cover  Pledgets  dipped  in  Brandy,  and  over  it  a 
Plaifter  of  Ung.  Styracis,  by  the  life  of  this  Me- 
dicine, I  have  often  feen  thefe  Gangrenes  grow 
moift  in  a  little  Time,,  and  the  Efchar  feparate 
foon  after. 

But, 
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But  to  return  to  the  Patient  in  Queftion :  When 
the  Gangrene  was  flopped  the  Wound  mundified 
in  a  fhort  Time  *,  but  the  Exfoliation  of  the 
Bone  retarded  the  Cure  ten  Months,  which  at 
length  feparated  with  Eafe,  and  the  Wound 
cicatrifed  two  Months  after. 


Observ.     CXXVII. 

Upon  another  Exfoliation,  almoft  the  fame \ 

A  Young  Girl,  aged  about  thirteen,  came 
to  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  Year  1687,  to  be 
cured  of  a  Gangrenous  Ulcer,  which  had  laid  the 
Tibia  bare  a  little  above  the  middle  Part  to 
the  inferior  Apophyfe. 

She  was  drefTed  for  fix  Months  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  the  former  Patient,  and  then  the  ca- 
rious Part  of  the  Bone  feemed  to  make,  and  en- 
tirely feparated  from  the  found  Part  at  the  Ex- 
tremities. However,  it  was  impoflible  to  raife 
it,  without  making  large  Incifions  at  one  Ex- 
tremity of  the  Ulcer,  to  favour  the  Exit  of  the 
Bone,  but  being  willing  to  fpare  the  Patient 
the  Pain,  I  refolved  to  faw  the  Bone  in  two  in 
the  Middle  ;  to  this  Purpofe,  I  made  ufe  of  a 
Convex  Saw,  by  which  Means  I  fawed  it  with- 
out interefting  the  neighbouring  Parts  ;  then  I 
eafily  extracted  both  the  fuperior  and  inferior  Ex- 
tremity of  the  carious  Bone,  and  after  this  Extrac- 
tion, the  Cicatrice  of  the  Ulcer  was  formed  in  fix 
Weeks. 

The 
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The  Cicatrice  being  formed,  her  Leg  appear- 
cd  a  little  convex  behind  and  concave  before. 
The  Patient  walk'd  upon  Crutches  for  fix  Weeks, 
and  afterwards  went  from  the  Hofpital  perfectly 
cured. 

During  this  Time,  I  faw  a  Patient  at  Hotel 
D\eu  who  had,  at  the  Place  of  each  great  Toe 
Nail,  a  Horn  refembling  that  of  a  Ram,  in  the 
Figure  of  a  Crefcent,  whofe  two  Extremities  pointed 
towards  the  Metatarfus,  and  equally  covered  all  the 
Toes  of  both  Feet. 


O  B  S  E  R  V.       CXXVIII. 

Upon  the  Scurvy. 

THE  Scurvy  is  diverfified  by  fuch  a  Variety  of 
Symptoms,  and  Number  of  Circumflances, 
according  to  the  different  Conftitutions  attacked  ; 
that  I  mtift  have  compofed  a  Treatife  on  Purpofe, 
would  I  reduce  into  exact  Order  all  the  Remarks  I 
have  made  in  the  Cure  of  that  Difeafe,  during  the 
1 7  Years  I  have  practifed  Surgery  in  Hotel  Dieu  % 
but  as  my  Health  does  not  permit  me  to  undertake 
it,  I  fhall  finifii  thefe  Obfervations  in  Surgery,  v 
giving  young  Students  in  that  Art  fome  geij^iaJ 
Ideas  of  this  calamitous  Difeafe,  and  of  the  Reme- 
dies againft  it. 

I  mail  content  myfelf  for  this  Purpofe,  to  efta- 
blifn  two  Sorts  of  Scurvy,  one  that  attacks  the 
Gums,  and  the  other  which  declares  itfelf  in  other 
Parts  of  the  Body.      That  which  appears  upon  the 

Gams, 
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Gums,  more  frequently  belongs  to  Children  than 
Adults,  and  makes  a  greater  Havock  with  them, 
the  Flefh  being  more  tender  and  flexible.  This 
fcorbutick  Malignity  has  no  fooner  coagulated  the 
Blood  in  thefe  Parts,  but  the  Flefh  begins  to  fwell 
exceffively,  and  the  coagulated  Blood  happening  to 
ferment  in  the  End,  contracts  fuch  an  Acrimony, 
that  it  gnaws  and  corrodes  the  Gums,  loofens  the. 
Teeth  from  their  Sockets,  then  communicating  it- 
felf  to  the  Mufcles  of  the  Cheeks,  fwells  and  ulce- 
rates them,  infomuch  as  to  occafion  Efchars,  and 
an  irreparable  Lofs  of  Subftance  in  five  or  fix 
Days.  It  frequently  happens  after  this,  that  the 
Acrimony  which  has  occafioned  thefe  corroding 
Ulcers,  being  incurable  by  internal  Medicines  and 
external  Application,  thefe  Ulcers  at  length  reach 
the  Throat  and  fuffbcate  the  Patient. 

This  iaft  Accident  does  not  however  always 
happen  to  thofe  who  have  ulcerated  Cheeks.  I  have 
feen  many  cured,  notwithstanding  this  Accident,  by 
the  Ufe  of  Pledgets  dipped  in  Brandy,  and  covered 
with  Ung.  Styrac.  fo  that  the  Hardnefs,  furround- 
ing  thefe  Ulcers,  diffolves,  in  Proportion  as  the 
Efchars  feparate.  Infiead  whereof,  as  long  as  the 
Gangrene  fubfifis  and  is  moving,  the  Hardnefs  in- 
creafes  and  reaches  the  Throat.  I  have  feen 
others,  who  have  had  a  large  Portion  of  the  Jaw 
carious,  and  the  Cheeks  corroded,  that  have  been 
cured  after  the  Exfoliation  of  the  Caries,  and  the 
Separation  of  the  Efchars. 

With  Regard  to  the  Medicines  ufed  in  the  Hof- 
pital  to  cure  Children  of  this  Diftemper  in  the 
Mouth,  they  confifh  of  a  proper  Regimen  and  ge- 
neral Remedies,  fuch  as  Bleeding,  Purging  and 
Topicks. 

Chil, 
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Children  are  feldom  bled  in  the  Scurvy,  but 
when  a  Difficulty  in  Refpiration  accompanies  the 
Diftemper,  which  makes  a  bad  Complication. 
They  purge  them  twice  per  Week,  with  an  Infu- 
fion  of  Senna  and  Rhubarb  with  Syrup  of  Rofes, 
according  to  the  Age  and  Strength  of  the  Patient. 

The  Ulcers  upon  the  Gums  are  dreffed  with  a 
Lotion,  compofed  of  a  Drachm  of  Camphire,  two 
Drachms  of  Crude  Alum,  two  Ounces  of  Sugar 
Candy,  the  Whole  diffolved  in  a  Quart  of  Bran- 
dy. The  Camphire  muft  be  firft  diffolved  with 
a  little  Spirit  of  Wine  rectified,  and  afterwards 
added  to  the  Solution  of  the  other  Ingredients. 

When  they  ufe  this  Lotion,  they  put  a  little  of 
it  into  a  Gallipot  and  dip  a  Piece  of  Rag  in  it 
fattened  to  the  End  of  a  fmall  Stick  to  wafh  the 
Ulcers,  obferving  to  touch  no  other  Parts ;  for 
tho'  it  is  not  very  fharp,  it  may  however  commu- 
nicate the  Diftemper  to  the  neighbouring  Parts,  by 
running  from  the  Ulcers  that  have  been  touched 
with  it. 

You  muft  obferve  to  change  the  Rag,  that  gar- 
nifhes  the  End  of  the  Stick  ufed  to  rub  the  Gum, 
when  it  is  ftained  with  Blood  proceeding  from 
thence. 

The  Gums  are  fometimes  fo  tumefied  and  filled 
with  coagulated  Blood,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  the 
Lotion  to  penetrate.  In  this  Cafe,  you  muft  prefs 
the  Gums  ftrongly  againft  the  Jaw,  till  they  burft 
and  difcharge  the  Blood  they  contained  ;  then  you 
touch  the  Parts  that  have  fufFered  Solution  of  Con- 
tinuity with  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  and  by  this  means 
the  Progrefs  of  the  Diftemper  is  prevented,  which 
I  have  often  feen  after  the  firft  Drefling,  tho'  it  is 
fometimes  neceffary  to  ufe  it  three  or  four  Times, 

Some- 
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Sometimes  it  likewife  happens,  that  the  Diftem- 
per  ceafes  in  one  Place  and  declares  itfelf  in  ano- 
ther. When  this  is  the  Cafe,  we  touch  the  frefh 
Ulcer  with  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  and  then,  if  we  obferve 
that  the  Blood  proceeding  from  it,  is  not  fo  black 
as  it  was  before,  we  conjecture  that  the  Spirit  of 
Vitriol  has  diflblved  it,  and  has  penetrated  into 
the  Celluke  where  it  was  inclofed  •,  whereas,  if  no 
Alteration  is  perceived  in  the  Blood,  it  is  a  Sign 
it  has  not  penetrated,  and  confequently  the  Gum 
muft  be  prefTed  again,  and  then  touch  the  opened 
Part  with  Spirit  of  Vitriol,  which  without  Dif- 
pute  is  the  beft  Remedy  can  be  ufed  upon  this  Oc« 
cafion. 

When  there  are  no  frefh  Swellings  or  new  Coa- 
gulations in  the  Gums,  and  the  Ulcers  incarnate, 
you  muft  diminiiri  the  Strength  of  the  Lotion,  by 
adding  a  little  Barley  Water  to  it ;  and  when  the 
Ulcers  are  cicatri fed,  the  Gums  are  fortified  by 
wafhing  them  often  with  Aftringent  Aromatick 
Wine,  made  of  Pomgranate  Bark,  Red  Rofe  Flow- 
ers, Sumach  and  Balaufts,  which  muft  be  continued 
till  the  Cure  is  performed. 

It  has  been  discovered  by  Experience,  that 
Wine  is  ufeful  in  fcorbutick  Cafes  ;  for  which 
Reafon,  thofe  afflicted  with  this  Diftemper  have 
a  double  Allowance  from  other  Patients,  and  we 
oblige  them  to  wa(h  their  Mouths  with  it  between 
the  Dreflings. 

As  to  the  fecond  Sort  of  Scurvy,  which  declares 
itfelf  in  other  Parts  of  the  Body,  it  generally  ap- 
pears in  both  Sexes,  whether  Infants  or  Adults,  by 
an  Hardnefs  in  the  Calves  of  the  Legs,  with  black 
Spots,  violent  Pains  in  the  Joints,  and  other  Parts, 
and  efpecially  in  the  Abdomen. 

But 
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But  mould  it  be  asked,  why  the  Scurvy  is  an 
Epidemick  Difeafe  in  City  and  Army  Hofpitals, 
and  in  Ships  undertaking  long  Voyages.  It  is  rea- 
fonable  to  believe,  that  the  Infection  of  the  Air, 
caufed  by  acid  Particles  extracted  from  the  Bodies 
of  a  vaft  Number  of  fick  and  wounded  People  in 
the  Hofpitals,  is  the  chief  Occafion  of  its  becoming 
Epidemick  ;  and  that  the  Caufe  of  it  at  Sea,  pro- 
ceeds from  the  GrofTnefs  of  their  Food,  and  the 
Salt  Meats  they  are  obliged  to  live  upon  ;  befides, 
the  Air  at  Sea  is  loaded  with  Particles  of  fixed  Salt, 
capable  of  retarding  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood, 
which  is  the  Reafon,  that  the  Scurvy  is  moil  com- 
mon in  Maritime  Places,  and  that  in  the  North, 
the  cold  Air,  and  the  Sun's  Diftance,  rendering  the 
Blood  more  thick,  prevents  its  moving  with  a  Ve- 
locity fufrlcient  to  prevent  this  Diftemper  in  thofe 
Climates.  Hence  this  Difeafe  is  much  more  fre- 
quent in  the  Winter  than  Summer,  the  Circulation 
in  this  laft  Seafon  being  more  rapid,  and  Perfpira- 
tion  more  free. 

The  Cure  of  this  fecond  Sort  of  Scurvy,  is  ac- 
complished by  the  fame  Methods  as  the  firft,  un- 
lefs  it  be,  that  ftronger  Catharticks  are  neceffary. 

The  Parts  affected  are  fomented  with  the  be- 
fore-mentioned Lotion,  and  then  covered  with 
Ung.  Styrac.  fpread  upon  Linnen  in  Form  of  a 
Plaifter. 

But  to  return  to  the  Cure  of  fcorbutick  Perfons. 
Since  we  are  convinced  by  Experience,  that  a 
good  Air  and  the  Heat  of  the  Sun  contribute  much 
to  the  Cure  of  this  Diftemper,  we  generally  make 
thefe  Patients  take  the  Air,  as  foon  as  they  are  in 
a  Condition  to  fupport  it,  that  they  may  reap  the 
Benefit  of  the  Heat,  and  even  carry  them  into  it, 
when  they  are  not  able  to  walk. 

With 
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With  Refped  to  the  Time  neceffary  for  the  Per- 
formance of  the  Cure,  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
it,  by  Reafon  of  the  different  Degrees  of  the  Dif- 
temper,  and  the  Variety  of  Conftitutions.  I  have 
{em  fome  perfectly  cured  in  three  Weeks,  a 
Month  or  fix  Weeks,  and  others  that  have  been  fix 
Months  before  they  recovered. 

This  Manner  of  treating  the  Scurvy,  as  plain 
and  fimple  as  it  appears,  has  always  better  fucceed- 
ed,  than  any  pretended  Specificks,  which  have 
been  often  propofed  by  People  of  a  different  Cha- 
racter. 

One  of  thefe  Impoflors,  among  others,  had  one 
Day  the  Impudence  of  defiring  the  Privilege  of 
treating  all  thofe  who  had  ulcerated  Cheeks,  pra- 
mifing  that  he  would  infallibly  cure  them.  Four 
were  put  under  his  Care,  two  whereof  died  three 
Days  after,  a  third  perifhed  the  fixth  Day,  and  as 
he  found  the  fourth  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  he 
went  away  without  taking  any  Notice. 

In  fhort,  fo  great  a  Number  of  People  are  not 
fent  to  the  Hofpital  for  any  other  Diftemper,  as 
for  the  Scurvy.  Some  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Hofpital,  to  whom  Water  CrefTes  were  recom- 
mended as  a  Specifick  againft  this  Diftemper,  de- 
jMred  they  might  be  tried  ;  but  we  foon  found  that 
the  Ufe  of  them  was  pernicious.  In  a  Word,  they 
have  been  always  obliged  to  have  Recourfe  to  thofe 
Medicines  I  mentioned  before,  and  the  fame  Prac- 
tice {till  continues. 

In  opening  the  Bodies  of  thofe  who  have  died  of 
the  Scurvy,  we  always  find  the  Mefentery  fluffed 
with  Glands  of  a  different  Size,  and  in  fome  Bo- 
dies I  have  found  them  of  the  Bignefs  of  large 
Walnuts.  From  hence  we  may  judge,  whether 
the   Filtration  of  the  Chyle  thro'   thefe   tumefied 
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Glands  can  furnifh  a  proper  Juice   to  make  a  lau- 
dable Blood. 

It  is  moreover  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Scurvy- 
is  more  eafily  cured  in  a  good  Air,  than  in  that 
where  the  Diftemper  is  contracted.  Therefore, 
you  fee  from  Experience,  that  thofe  Patients  who 
have  contracted  the  Scurvy  on  board  a  Ship,  are 
foon  cured  when  they  come  afhoar  *,  and  we  are  ob- 
liged to  tranfport  fuch  Patients  from  Hotel  Bieu  to 
St.  Lewis  1  when  the  Number  is  confiderable,  that 
they  may  breathe  a  better  Air.  * 
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Some  particular  Medicines  made  ufe 
of  in  treating  the  Diftempers  men- 
tioned in  thefe  Observations. 


Of  the  Method  to  make  Arquebufade,  'or  Vulne- 
rary Water,  and  the  proper  Time  for  it. 

TAKEfmall  Sage  three  Hands  full ;  great  Com- 
frey  Leaves  and  Roots,  Buglofs,  of  each  four 
Hands  full  >,  Betony,  S  ankle,  the  middle  Comfrey, 
Round  Plaintain,  Agrimony,  Vervein,  Fumitory, 
Wormwood,  Fennel,  of  each  two  Hands  full ;  Yarrow, 
Ariftolochia  Longa,  Telephium  or  the  Carpenters 
Herb,  of  each  one  Hand  full. 

Bruife  thefe  gr of  sly  in  a  Marble  Mortar,  and  then 
infufe  them  24  Hours  in  the  heft  White  Wine,  fo  that 
it  fwims  above  the  Herbs. 

The  Infufion  being  made,  put  the  whole  into  a  Glafs 
Cucurbite,  luting  the  Capital  on  well,  to  be  diftilled 
in  Balneo  Maries. 

Tou  know  when  it  z>  diftilled  enough,  .  by  the  Li- 
quor pajfing  thro9  the  Neck,  of  the  Alembick  being  in- 
Jipid.  Then  prefs  it  no  farther,  and  referve  the  Li- 
quor you  have  drawn  before  in  Bottles,  to  be  expo  fed 
40  Days  to  the  Sun,  cbferving  to  take  them  away  in 
the  Evening. 

To  make  this  Water  ftill  better,  dry  thofe  Herbs 
before  diftilled  and  burn  them  to  Afoes,  then  extract 
the  Salt  from  them,  and  dijfolve  it  in  the  diftilled  Li- 
quor, 

U  2  Brandy 
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Brandy  may  be  ujed  inftead  of  White  Wine  for  this 
Water  ,  but  then  it  is  more  proper  for  old  Ulcers* 
attended  with  proud  Flefh*  rather  than  for  frejh 
Wounds, 

The  Ufe  of  it. 

When  you  ufe  this  Water*  a  little  of  it  muft  be 
warmed  to  bath  the  Part  with*  or  if  the  Ulcer 
be  deep  in) eel  it  with  a  Syringe  to  the  Bottom*  and 
apply  a  Comprefs  imbibed  with  it  without  Pledget  or 
Lint. 

Virtues. 

It  is  good  againfl  Gun/hot  and  other  Wounds*  and 
to  flop  vomiting  of  Blood*  againfl  internal  Abfcefjes* 
mixed  with  a  little  Tinclure  of  Hoglice  extratled  with 
Wine. 

For  Women  in  Labour*  to  forward  the  Delivery* 
mixed  with  a  little  Honey*  covering  the  Patient  af- 
terward to  promote  Perfpiration. 

For  the  Gout*  Compreffes  being  dipped  in  it  and 
applied  to  the  Part  affecled. 

'The  Plants  in  this  Compofition  ought  to  be  ga- 
thered in  May,  immediately  after  Sun-fet*  that  the 
Herbs  may  be  dry. 

This  Liquor  muft  be  kept  clofe  flopped*  taking  Care 
not  to  keep  it  too  warm  in  the  Summer*  or  too  cold  in 
the  Winter. 

It  muft  not  be  ufed  till  fix  Weeks  after  the  Diflil- 
lation. 


The 
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The  Method  of  making  the  Great  Albert's  Water. 

Take  ft x  Drachms  of  Cyprus  Vitriol ',  calcine  it 
in  a  Red-hot  Shovel,  till  the  Matter  becomes  of 
a  Grey  Colour,  Then  put  this  calcined  Matter 
into  a  Quart  of  fpring  or  river  Water ;  with  eight 
Drachms  of  white  Vitriol,  as  much  white  Sugar 
Candy )  and  thirty  Grains  of  oriental  Saffron, 

Let  the  whole  infufe  for  twelve  Hours  ;  then  ft  rain 
the  Tnfufion,  and  preferve  it  in  a  Bottle  clofe  flopped 
for  Ufe. 

Virtues  and  Ufe. 

This  Water  heals  all  Wounds  in  a  Jhort  Time, 
made  by  a  cutting  Inftrument:  It  muft  be  applied 
the  firft  Time  without  any  Mixture,  and  not  be 
removed  till  24  Hours  after.  The  following  Dr 'efling, 
it  muft  be  mixed  with  Water  ',  and  when  the  Wound 
penetrates  into  any  Cavity,  give  the  Patient  ten 
Drops  in  a  Glafs  of  Wine. 

When  it  is  ufed  to  flop  Bleeding  at  the  Nofe, 
you  muft  mix  half  Water  with  it,  and  fnuff  it  up 
'the  Nofe. 

For  Inflammations  of  the  Eyes,  you  put  half  an 
Ounce  to  four  Ounces  of  Rofe  Water,  andwajh  them 
with  it  frequently* 

Ulcers  of  the  Mouth  are  foon  healed  by  wajhing 
them  with  this  Water  alone. 

The  Compofition  of  Fioraventi9s  white  Balfam. 

Take  Refine  of  the  Pine  and  Myrrh  of  each  three 
Ounces,  Aloes  an  Ounce  and  half,  Dragons  Blood 
one    Ounce,    Grecian  Pitch    three  Ounces,    naval 

Pitch, 
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Pitch,  Sarcocolla,  and  Frankincenfe  of  each  one 
Ounce,  Nitre  an  Ounce  and  half,  Roman  Vitriol 
an  Ounce,  new  laid  Eggs  a  Dozen,  Venife  Tere- 
henthine  fix  Ounces,  Spirit  of  Wine  rectified  two 
Quarts. 

Incorporate  the  Eggs  and  the  Shells  with  the 
Terebenthine,  then  mix  the  other  Ingredients  well 
powdered,  and  put  them  into  a  Glafis  Cucurbit  e 
well  luted,  to  be  macerated  with  Spirit  of  Wine 
for  three  Days,  then  diftill  it  in  B.  M.  till  the  Mat- 
ier  is  dry. 

Virtues. 

This  Balfam  is  excellent  to  deterge  internal  Ul- 
cerations, and  refill  Putrefaction;  to  reftore  the 
Spirits  and  natural  Heat,  and  [often  the  Acrimony 
of  the  Blood  by  its  Balfamick  Particles.  In  fhort9 
it  is  a  Specifick  in  Diftempers  of  the  Brain. 

The  mundificative  Ointment  of  Smallage,  much 
ufed  in  the  Hofpital  Hotel  Dieu  at  Paris. 

Take  Smallage,  common  Wormwood,  Agrimony, 
Buglofs,  Betony,  Knot  Grafs,  Goats  Weed,  Red  Ca- 
bage,  heaves  and  Roots  of  Tarrow,  Morell,  To- 
bacco, the  Carpenters  Herb,  little  Comfrey,  Plain- 
tain,  fmall  Centaury,  Pimpernel,  Sanicle,  Veronica, 
Vervein,  of  each  two  Hands  full,  Pitch,  Oil  of  LiU 
lies,  and  Mutton  Suet,  of  each  feven  Pounds  and 
half,  yellow  Wax  three  Pounds  four  Ounces,  Ve- 
nice Terebenthine  two  Pounds  and  half,  Verdegreafe 
half  an  Ounce. 

Boil  all  thefe  Plants  together,  with  the  Pitch, 
Oil  of  Lillies,  and  Mutton  Suet,  to  the  Conjmip- 
tion  of  the  Moifiure  ;  ft  rain  it  thro9  a  coarfe  Piece 
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of  Linnen  and  prefs  it  out,  then  add  the  Wax  melted 
by  it  felf  \  placing  it  over  the  Fire  to  evaporate 
the  Reft  of  the  Moifture.  After  this,  ft  rain  it  a 
fecond  Time  thro*  a  Piece  of  Linnen,  to  take  off  a 
thick  Scum  that  remains  at  the  Top  -,  when  flrained, 
add  the  Terebenthine  and  Verdegreafe  mixed  with  a 
little  Oil,  keeping  the  Ointment  ftirring  till  it  is 
cold. 

Virtues. 

This  Ointment  is  proper  to  cleanfe  Ulcers,  and 
generate  good  Flefh,  and  may  be  rendered  more 
atlive  by  mixing  Efcaroticks  with  it. 

A  Cerat,   or  foft  Ointment,    proper  to  dip  Linnen 
into. 

Take  the  Marrozv  of  Beef  one  Found,  frefh  But- 
ter 4  Ounces,  white  Wax  three  Founds,  Rofe 
Water  4  Ounces,  Virgin  Oil  one  Ounce. 

Melt  thefe  together,  excepting  the  Oil,  which  is 
added  at  laft  ;  then  ftrain  it  thro*  a  Piece  of  Lin- 
nen, and  keep  it  ft  ir  ring  till  it  is  Jit  for  an  Ointment. 
When  it  is  half  cold  dip  the  Linnen  in  it,  and  keep 
it  for  Ufe. 

It  is  fuccefsfully  applied  in  Ery/ipelas's,  Inflamma- 
tions, and  upon  Joints  attacked  with  the  Gout,  to 
appeafe  the  Fains. 

An  Emollient  Ointment  much  ufed  in  HotelDieu. 

Take  common  Oil  a  Pound,  white  Wax,  Hogs 
Lard,  frefh  Butter,  Mutton  Suet,  and  Litharge  of 
Gold,  of  each  a  Found  an  half, 

Diffolv? 
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DiJJblve  the  whole  together  over  the  Fire,  till  it 
appears  of  a  brownifh  red  Colour  ,  and  of  the  Con- 
fidence of  an   Ointment. 

This  Ointment  is  proper  for  an  Hardnefs  in  Womens 
Breafts,  and  in  Abfceffes. 

An  excellent  Ointment  for  Burns. 

Hake  yellow  Wax  four  Ounces,  Unguentum  Po* 
pulneum  4  Ounces,  Oil  of  Walnuts  half  a  Pint. 

Melt  the  Wax  firfi,  then  add  the  Unguentum 
Populneum,  and  at  loft  the  Oil. 

The  Method  of  making  Ointment  of  Storax, 

Take  Oil  of  Walnuts  5  Ounces,  Gum  Elemi,  frefh 
Wax,  of  each  three  Ounces  three  Drachms,  Colo- 
phone  7  Ounces  and  half,  Liquid  Storax  3  Ounces 
3  Drachms. 

Melt  the  Oil  of  Walnuts,  Gum  Elemy,  Wax 
and  Colophone  together,  and  when  ftrained  add  the 
Storax,  and  ftir  it  till  cold. 

tfhis  Ointment  is  proper  in  Contufions,  Ecchymofes, 
and  to  dijjblve  all  Hardnejfes  about  the  Joints,  fprink^ 
ling  a  little  Flower  of  Sulpher  upon  it. 
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